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T HE 


ARGUMENT. 


Job, who was a man illuſtrious for bis piety,” and for 

| his patience, lived about the time that the children of 

\ Iſrael were in Egypt. There are three things con- 

tained in this book : I. The hiſtory of Job's affiiftions. 
II. The diſputes between bim and bis friends, upon 
this queſtion, Whether God afflicts good men in 
this — and whether adverſity is a proof of 
his wrath and diſpleaſure? III. The end of: Job's 
Millions and the proſperity which ſucceeded. This 
book, which is. writ in a figurative ſtyle, contains 
ſeveral excellent inſtruftions ; and we are there to 
obſerve particularly what ſentiments the men in bis 
age entertained concetning the principal points and 
moſt important duties of Religion, The teſtimony 
which God, by the prophet Ezekiel, bears to Job, 
ranking him with men of the greateſt piely, ſuch as 
Noah and Daniel; and what the apoſile St James 
ſays of him, confirms the truth of this hiſtory, and 
engages us to conſider what is contained in it with 
the greater attention. 
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8 . . 
CHAP. I. 


HE firſt chapter teaches us three things : 

I. The great piety and proſperity of Fob. 

II. How God, to try him, and to confute 

the calumnies of Satan, ſuffered him to be deprived 

of all his goods and his children. III. His reſigna- 
tion under all theſe afflictions. ; 


REFLECTIONS afler reading the chapter, 


I. THE firſt reflection to be made on this chap- 

ter, relates to Job's great piety, This we 
have 4 convincing proof of in the teſtimony of God 
himſelf, when he ſays of Job, that he was a perfect 
and an uprigbt man, one that feared God, and eſcbewed 


evil ; and that there was none like him in the eartb. 


His piety likewiſe appears in the care he took to 
pray, and. offer ſacrifices in behalf of his children. 
From hence we may conclude, that there have been 
in the moſt diſtant ages, perſons endued with great 
piety; and that it is the duty of parents to pray for 
their children, and to inſpire their families with the 
fear of God. II. The next reflection relates to the 
great riches and proſperity of this holy man, and 
the change which happened in his condition. He 
was the richeſt man in all the country where he 
dwelt; but was at once deprived of his ſubſtance, 
his children, and all that was dear to him; and ſaw 
himſelf reduced to the moſt deplorable condition, 
This very remarkable inſtance teaches us, that thoſe 
who fear God, do ſometimes enjoy great proſperity, 
and the bleſſings of this life ; but that God does like- 
wiſe, when he pleaſes, deprive them of theſe bleſs- 
ings, and reduce them to a ſtate of great adverſity ; 
and therefore, that afflictions are not always a proof 
of God's wrath, III. What God ſaid to Satan 
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CRHAP. I, II. 3 


proves theſe two things: one is, That neither the 
devil nor man can hurt good people, any further 
than God permits them ; and the other, That when 
God expoſes his children to temptations and ſuffer- 
ings, he does it to try them, and to maniteſt their 
faith and piety, Laſtly, The manner in which Fob 
received all his misfortunes, deſerves to be very par- 
ticularly conſidered: in the midſt of his troubles he 
expreſſed the moſt ſurprizing conſtancy and reſign» 
tion, and even bleſſed God in the moſt deplorable 
condition. Thus ſhould we glorify God by our pa- 
tience; receive without murmuring the moſt ſevere 
and afficting diſpenſations of providence ; bleſſing 
God in adverſity, as well as in proſperity ; and ſay- 
ing, upon all occaſions, . The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; bleſſzd be the name of the Lord. 


CHAP. . 


I, S _. ſtill 8 to acqyſe Job, God 
permits him to {mite him wih a very griev- 
ous and painful diſeaſe. .' II. Jab receives this new 
trial with conſtancy, and reproves his wite for urging 
him to repine, - III. Job's friends come to viſit him. 


REFLECTIONS, 


T . E following reflections ſhould be made upon 

the three 1A of this cha g I. That God, 
to confound Satan, and give full proof of Job's 
ſincerity, permitted Satan to ſmite that holy man 
with a ſtrange and moſt painful diſeaſe, after he had 
loſt his goods and his children. God often viſits 
thoſe he loves with the moſt ſevere afflictions; which 
he does to try them, and to give them an opportu- 
nity to ſhew the ſincerity of their affections. II. In 
the ſecond part of this chapter we are to take notice, 


on one hand, of the behaviour of Job's wife, who, 


A 3 inſtead 


inſtead of encouraging and comforting him, tempted 
him to murmur againſt God, and curſe him; and 
on the other, the wonderful conſtancy of Job, who 
always preſerved his integrity, and ſaid to his wife, 
What ? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and. ſhall we not receive evil? Here let us conſider, 
that perſons united by marriage, or otherwiſe, are 
guilty of a great ſin when they do not endeavour . 
to edify one another, and mutually exhort each other 
to holineſs; and that, when it pleaſes God to afflict 
us, it behoves us humbly to ſubmit to his will, and 
acquieſce in all his diſpenſations ; knowing that evil 
as well as good proceed from him, and that afflic- 
tions are not leſs uſeful to us than proſperity and 
ſucceſs. III. The example of the three friends of 
Job, who came to vilit him in his adverſity, teaches 
us, that it is our duty to be concerned for perſons 
in affliction; and, as St Paul ſays, to mourn wilh 
thoſe that mourn, and to do all we can to comfort 
them. | 


CHAP. Ill. 


O B, under the load of his ſufferings, curſes the 
FT day of his birth, wiſhes for death, and complains 
that God had let him live to endure ſo many afflic- 
tions. at 480 | 

= REFLECTIONS. 


E ſhould look upon the complaints that 7ob 
* - makes in this chapter, as an effect of the 
violence of his ſufferings, and as one of thoſe infir- 
mities, which. perſons-even of ſincere piety are liable 
to; which ſhews the great infirmity of the fleſh, and 
how much we ought to be upon our guard, that our 
infirmities do not drive us into impatience and mur- 
murings. Job ſaid, it would have . 
Lesen im 
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him not to have been born, or to have died before 
his adverſity; but this he ſaid in the exceſs of his 
grief. He was not ignorant, that if God lets ſome 
men live in extreme affliction, we ought not to ima- 
gine, thoſe perſons would be happier to be dead. 
He knew, and he acknowledges it in this book, that 
the goodneſs of God is infinite, and his wiſdom in- 
fallible; that he does nothing without good reaſon, 
founded on our good; and that the condition he 
places us in, is always that which is moſt convenient 
for us. It is therefore our duty to ſubmit ourſelves 
with reſignation and chearfulneſs to every thing that 


it ſhall pleaſe God to bring upon us; eſpecially, if 


we conſider, that inſtead of uſing us with too much 
ſeverity, he never puniſhes us ſo much as our fins 
deſerve? and if our weakneſs ſhould lead us to mur- 
mur, and we do not immediately diſcover the rea- 
ſons of God's proceedings with us, we muſt check 
thoſe motions of impatience, and bear our croſs 
as long as it ſhall pleaſe God to lay it upon us, 
waiting till he thinks fit to put an end to our afflic. 
tions. * | 5 
C HA P. IV. 


LIPHA Z, the firſt of Job's friends, reproves 
| him for grieving ſo exceſſively himſelf, who 
had formerly preached patience to others in afflic- 
tion: He repreſents God as afflicting the wicked, 
but not good men: He relates a viſion which he 
had ſeen, wherein God had convinced him of his 
Juſtice, and of the meanneſs and corruption of hu- 
man nature. By this diſcourſe, Eliphaz meant to 
perſuade Job, that God afflicted him becauſe” of his 
fins; and that the piety he had expreſſed. during 
his proſperity was not ſincere; and that he was not 
ſufficiently inſtructed jn his own: meanneſs and un- 
worthineſs. M 
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INH E principal reflection we ought to make 
| upon the diſcourſe of Eliphaz, is, that although 
it be true, in general, that the innocent never periſh, 
and that God afflicts men for their ſins; yet Eliphaz 
was to blame for concluding from thence, that Job's 
virtue had not been ſincere; ſince God does alſo ſend 
misfortunes to good people. Wherefore, it would 
be judging very raſhly and haſtily, to believe that 
men are wicked, or hypocrites, only becauſe they are 
afflicted; on the contrary, juſtice and piety require 
us to judge charitably of them; eſpecially, when 
their lives have been innocent, as Job's had been. 
The viſion that Eliphaz relates here, is very re- 
markable, and full of inſtruction, God often re- 
vealed himſelf to the men of thoſe times, by viſions 
and by dreams, - and by a voice. Thus did he reveal 
himſelf to Eliphaz, to teach him that God is per- 
fectly righteous in all his works; and that man ought 
to acknowledge, that he is in God's ſight nothing 
but a weak and corrupt creature. 


; — C1 A P. V. 


8 > 1 
J. E. LIPHAZ treats of the judgments of God 
upon the wicked, and their poſterity: Upon 
which occaſion he ſays many very excellent things, 
repreſenting the power, juſtice, and goodneſs of the 
Lord; and in particular, his uſual method of con- 
founding the wicked, and delivering the righteous. 
II. He ſpeaks of the uſefulneſs of God's corrections; 
exhorts Job to improve by thoſe which God had 
viſited him with, and to acknowledge his ſins; giv- 
ing him hopes, that by this means he ſhould be de- 
livered from his misfortunes; and reſtored to his 
former condition. e 
wills REFLE Se- 
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REFLECTIONS. 

THE inſtructions contained in this chapter are 
the following. I. That though the wicked 
proſper, the judgments of God purſue them, and 
their happineſs does not laſt long. What Elipbaz 
here ſays upon this ſubject is very true, but his 
application of it to Job, is wrong. II. That God, 
in his unbounded wiſdom and power, is the diſpoſer 
of all events, and eſpecially of thoſe that happen to 
men, diſpenſing them with perfect righteouſneſs, and 
great goodneſs ; inſomuch that, - ſooner or later, the 
wicked are confounded, and the righteous delivered; 
this every day's experience. confirms; which ſhould 
be a powerful motive to forſake fin, and engage us 
to put our whole truſt in God alone, III. That it 
is a great happineſs for men to be corrected; and 
therefore, that we ſhould chearfully ſubmit to afflic- 
tions, as Eliphaz expreſſes in theſe remarkable words: 
Happy is the man whom God correfieth: Therefore 
deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Almighty; for 
be maketh fore, and bindeth up; be woundeth, and 
his hands make whole. From hence it follows, that 
the courſe we have to take in all qur miſeries, is 
to humble ourſelves before God, to make a right 
uſe of his corrections, and to have recourſe to him. 
Thoſe who do this may be ſecure, as it is obſerved 
at the end of this chapter, that God will deliver 
them from the afflictions and dangers they are ex- 
ſed to, and load them with his favours, after he 
as tried them by ſufferings. 3 
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N this chapter Job, in reply to what Eliphaz 
had ſaid, juſtifies his complaints by the vio- 
lence of his ſufferings ; and ftill wiſhes for death. 
4 7. II. He 
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II. He complains of his friends, who, inſtead of 
comforting him, only reproached him. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. T HE defcription Fob here gives of the great- 


* neſs of his misfortunes, and his endeavour 
to juſtify the complaints he had given way to, ſhew, 
that even thoſe whom God loves, and who fear 
him, may be reduced to a very deplorable ſtate, 
and overwhelmed, with grief and ſufferings; and 
that in ſuch a condition, through human weakneſs, 
they may fall into impatience. Though theſe are 
infirmities which God pardons in his children; yet 
it is our duty to endeavour to overcome them, and 
not to complain too much in our ſevereſt afflictions. 
II. Job's complaint of Zliphaz and his friends was 
very juſt; ſince, inſtead of comforting him, they 
did nothing but reproach him, and judge him, in a 
very uncharitable manner. This teaches us always 
to judge favourably of perſons in afflition, and 
above all, of ſuch as have been remarkable for their 
piety; not to increaſe their grief by uncharitable 
cenſures, but rather to treat them with tenderneſs 
and compaſſion, and to endeavour to alleviate their 
misfortunes, and to uſe all poſſible means to com- 
fort them, 


CHAP. vl. 


I. T OB deſcribes the miſeries of human life, and 
- i} particularly the ſeverity of the afflictions he 
' himſelf endured, II. He intreats God to have 
compaſſion on him, and to ſpare his weakneſs ; 
he repreſents the horror and uneaſineſs he was ex- 
poſed to, and implores God's mercy, and the pardon 
of his ſins. . | | > 
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REFLECTIONS. 


IN this chapter we are reminded of the vanity 

and ſhortneſs of human life, and how many 
miſeries man is expoſed to in this world. This 
truth Job teaches us, when he ſays, That there is a 
kind of warfare appointed to man upon earth; and 
when he ſets before us his own example, and the 
greatneſs of his ſufferings. Now, if ſuch is our 
condition in this world, and Job, a man 10 holy, 
and ſo acceptable to God, was treated thus; we 
ought not to ſet our hearts too much upon things 
here below, nor be ſurpriſed if God expoſes us to 
divers afflictions: we ſhould rather conſider, that 
he does all in goodneſs. and wiſdom; that he ſends 
afflictions to make us ſenſible of the vanity of this 
life, and to wean us from the world; that therefore 
it is our duty humbly to ſubmit to his will; to ac- 
knowledge our unworthineſs,. to pray him to con- 
ſider our weakneſs, and to pardon our ſins; and to 
ſay upon this occaſion with Job, M hat is man, that 
thou ſhouldeſt magnify him, and that thou ſhouldeſt: ſet 
thy heart upon bim I have ſinned, what ſhall I do, 


O thou Preſerver of men? Pardon my tranſgreſſion, 


and take away my ſin. * | 


C HAP. VIII. 


IL DAD, the ſecond of Job's friends, con- 
demns his complaints; affirms, that ſince God 
is juſt, the misfortunes that had befallen 7s and 
his children were the puniſhment of their fins. He 
proves, by the experience of all ages, that God is 
uſed to puniſh the wicked: and hypocrites 3 and, on 
the contrary, to bleſs good men. By all this, Bildad 
endeavours to make 7e confeſs, that he had draw 
theſe evils upon himſelf by his fins, © © OO + 
| RerLec- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


HAT we are to learn from this chapter is, 
I. That God is juſt and wiſe in all his diſ- 


penſations towards the children of men; that he does 


them no wrong when he afflicts them; and that 
they have no reaſon to complain of his dealings 
with them. II. That God is reconciled with thoſe 
who ſeek him, who apply to him for mercy, and 
are men of uprightneſs and integrity. III. That in 
all times wicked men and hypocrites have felt the 
effects of his wrath, and been diſappointed in their 


expectations. . Theſe are certain truths, and inſtruc- 


tions which we ought carefully to remember, as 
very proper to make us live in the fear of God, and 
ſupport us in time of adverſity. Nevertheleſs, we 
muſt not believe, that the righteous are never afflict- 


ed; and though what Bildad ſays in this chapter be 
true; yet he was haſty and raſh in his judgment, 


when he concluded, that Job was not acceptable to 
God becauſe he was in adverſity ; ſince God aften 
expoſes good people to very great evils for their 
trial, and to make them examples to others; but, 


whatever befals them, Bildad's remark is juſt, That 


the Almighty never caſts away the upright man, 
CHAP. . 


O B, in this chapter, replies to his friend Bildad; 
aſſents to the truth of what he had ſaid con- 


cerning the juſtice of God; acknowledges, that 


' God 1s infinitely wiſe; that he has an uncontrol- 


able authority over mankind, and that his power, 


majeſty and juſtice,” appear in all his works; he 
confeſſes, that he cannot juſtify himſelf before God, 


and has recourſe to his mercy. He maintains, how- 


ever, that God afflicts the righteous as well as the 


wicked, 


Cnay, IX, X. 13 
wicked, and ſometimes ſuffers bad men to enjoy 
proſperity; and declares, that were he to ſink un- 
der the weight of God's afflifting hand, be ſhould 
not think that God had uſed him with too much 
ſeverity. E T's 

| REFLECTIONS 

123 teaches us in this chapter that man cannot 

be juſtified before God; that if the Lord ſhould 
enter into judgment with him, he could not anſwer 
bim one of a thouſand, that the power of God is 
infinite; and that ſinful men, however treated, have 
no right to complain; but, muſt all be condemned 
in his preſence, and inplore his mercy, What 705 
here ſays, ſhews, that though he inſiſted he was not 
a wicked man, he did not pretend to be juſt before 
God. We ought all of us to entertain the ſame 
thoughts, continually and ſeriouſly reflect upon all 
theſe truths, which Fob lays down in this chapter, 
and thereby animate ourſelves to the fear of God, 
ſubmitting to his will, and putting our truſt in him. 
In particular, what Job obſerves concerning the ſtate 
of good and bad men in this world, teaches us to 
judge aright of the good and evil of life, and to 
acquieſce in the diſpenſations of God's providence, 
whether he vilit men with-adverſity, or ſuffer 


the wicked to enjoy great proſperity. 


CHAP. X. 


I. 103 continues to complain of the great evils 

he endured, and beſeeches God not to regard 
his ſins. II. He begs of God, who had made him, 
and given him life, to grant him ſome eaſe and re- 
laxation from extreme ſuffering, before his departure 
out of this world. 
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Rrrrrerions. 


1 N this chapter we have proofs both of _ 
piety, and of his weakneſs. His piety appears 
in his humble addreſs to God, and confeſſion, that 
the Almighty Being, from whom he received his 
life, and all things, was perfectly righteous in all. bis 
ways. In this reſpect we ſhould imitate Job, ac- 
knowledging that God is our Creator; that as he 
gave us our life, he may diſpoſe of us as he pleaſes; 
and that as we are ſinners, and guilty before him, 
he can do us no wrong when he affſicts us. But 
we meet likewiſe with marks of Jol's weakneſs: and 
infirmity,, when we hear him complaining and ſay- 
„that it would have been better he had never 
been born. Jab's expreſſions were certainly extras 
vagant; ſince, whatever mens / ſufferings are, God 
has always wiſe and jult reaſens for giving them 
life; but the violence of his troubles, made Job ſay 
things which he would not have ſaid in any other 
condition. This is a leſſon to us, always to poſſeſs 
our ſouls in patience, that our ſufferings, may never 
provoke us to murmur., All that we can ſafely do 
when we are afflicted, is to pray to God to con- 
ſider our weakneſs, and to give us ſome eaſe in our 
afflictions, | 


C H AP. XI. 


OPHA R, the third of Job's friends, blames 
him for ſpeaking of God, as if he had afflict- 
ed him wrongfully ; ſets before him the greatneſs, 
wiſdom, power, and juſtice of God; aſſures him, 
that if he would apply to. God by prayer and re- 
pentance, he would put an end to his afflictions, 
and reſtore him to his former ſtate of proſperity. 
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REFLECTIONS, | 
THERE are three things to be obſerved in 

this chapter. I. That Zophar condemns Job's 
manner of . complaining ; and, to this end, reminds 
him, that God is ſupremely righteous in all that he 
does. Though Zophar condemned Job with too 
great ſeverity, yet what he ſaid was in the main 
true; and reaches us, that we ſhould confeſs. in all 
things the power and juſtice, of God, and adore 
his providence, whoſe ways are wonderful, and his 
judgments full of equity. Theſe conſiderations will 
convince us, that inſtead of murmuting when we are 
expoſed to ſuifering, we ſhould with humility ac- 
knowledge, that he is juſt in his judgments, and even 
exerciſes patience and long-ſuffering towards _us. 
II. When Zopbar aſſures Job, that if he turned unto 
the Lord he ſhould find himſelf reſtored to his for- 
mer ſtate of proſperity; what he ſays is founded on 
this moſt certain truth, that God is found of thoſe 
who ſeek him with humility; and that when ſinners 
confeſs and forſake their ſins, his anger is appeaſed. 
Laſtly, We learn from the diſcourſe of Zophar, that 
a good man is always ſteady and full of confidence, 
fears nothing, reſts ſecurely, and lies down without 
being terrified by any one, or ſtaggered by any 
event. By this we ſee, that nothing but a ſincere 
piety, and confidence in God, can render a man 
happy in this world, and make him paſs his life in 
tranquillity, and without fear. | 


C HAF. XII. 


OB, in anſwer to what Zophar had ſaid con- 
cerning the infinite wiſdom and majeſty of God, 
confeſſes, that God gives ſuch evident proofs of his 


power and wiſdom in the government of the world, 
that 


* 


16 HAD 4; 

that no one can well avoid taking notice of it, This 
he illuſtrates. by ſeveral examples taken from nature, 
and from the lot of men in particular, who are 
ſometimes in proſperity, and ſometimes in adverſity; 
God exalting ſome, and abaſing others, as it ſeemeth 
beſt to his infinite wiſdom. VEL 


. 


nner 


155 appears from this diſcourſe of 7ob, that though 


in his complaints of the greatneſs of his afflic- 
tions, he exceeded the juſt bounds, yet he was not- 
withſtanding convinced of the power and juſtice of 
God. This is the doctrine he lays down in this 
chapter, where he teaches, that in his hand is the 
ſoul of every thing that lives; that with him is 
ſtrength and wifdom ; that no one can reſiſt him; 
that he humbles the moſt powerful; that, when he 


pleaſes, he defeats the wiſdom of the wiſe, and dif- 


es of all men as he thinks fit, even of kings, 
and of whole nations. The uſe we ought to make 
of thefe truths is, to meditate upon them ſeriouſly, 
that we may learn to fear God, to truſt in him, to 
be patient in adverſity, and to reſign ourſelves to 
his will in all things. | 
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I. 10 B, after what he had ſaid in the preceding 

chapter, concerning the almighty power and 
unerring juſtice of God in all that he does, reproves 
his friends for ſpeaking wrong of the proceedings of 
God, towards the wicked and towards the righ- 
teous. II. He expreſſes a firm truſt in God, and 
prays him to ſpare him, and to take pity of his 
weakneſs. . 
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O B's anſwer to his friends, and what he here 
ſays concerning tie majeſty of God, and the 
righteouſneſs of his proceedings towards men, ſhews 
very plainly, that if Je complained too bitterly of 
his afflictions, his complaints were the effect of his 
infirmity, and did not proceed from an evil prin- 
ciple. We are here furniſhed with excellent proofs 
of Job's piety, of his hope and confidence in God, 
and of his profound humility. He humbly acknow- 
ledges the majeſty of God, and that he himſelf is as 
nothing, and beſeeches him only to give him ſome 
comfort and relaxation in his miſeries. In the ſharpeſt 
afflictions we ought always to hope in God, and to 
beſeech Him not to correct us in his anger; but to 
have compaſſion on our weakneſs, and to remember 
that we are but duſt and aſhes before him. 


CH AP. XIV. | 
HIS chapter is a lively repreſentation of the 
T frailty of human life, and the miſeries to which 
man is ſubje& in this world, and the condition he is 
reduced to by death. Fob gives himſelf as an ex- 
ample of thoſe miſeries; and begs God to have 
compaſſion on him, and particularly not to mark 
his ſins. ane DF | 
4 REFLECTIONS , 
T HIS chapter contains a deſcription of the 
vanity - of our life. - We here ſee that this life 
is ſhorr, and. attended with many miſeries; that 
we do not enjoy any certain happineſs in it; 
and that it muſt at laſt end in death. Theſe are 
truths which no one can be ignorant of; and the 
uſe we ought to make of them is, 1. Not to be too 
Vor, II. . fond - 


oo 
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fond of life, or of the things of this ꝓorld, which 
are all vain and tranſitory. II. To moderate our 
Joys in proſperity, and to ſuffer adverſity with pa- 
tience. III. To intreat the 
we are in this periſhable life, and above all, to par- 
don our fins. Laſtly, We ought to praiſe God 


that we have in the goſpel, and in the ſure and cer- 
tain hope of the reſurrection, ſtrong conſolation, and 
a ſure remedy _—_ the vanity of this life, and, 
againſt death itſelf. And our great care ſhould be 


to improve the time, and other means that God has 
given us, whilſt we are in this world, to free our- 


ſelves from the miſeries to which we are ſubject here 
below and from death itſelf, and to ſecure to ourſelves 


the poſſeſſion of true riches and a better life after 
this. | Yi 


CHAP. XV. 


LIPHAZ ſpeaks a fecond time, and accuſes 
E Job of impeaching the juſtice of God, and talk- 


ing in a manner inconſiſtent with true piety. He 


aſſerts, that if the wicked proſper for a time, God 
puniſhes them even in this life, inaſmuch as they 
have never any reſt in their conſciences, and their 
happineſs is not laſting, It is obſerved, that what 
Eliphaz ſays in this chapter is moft commonly 
true; but it does not follow from hence, that all 
thoſe who ſuffer are wicked, nor that Job was a bad 
man, becauſe he underwent extraordinary afflictions. 


REFLECTIONS. 


* 5 HE advice which Eliphaz gives Fob in this 

diſcourſe reaches us, I. That we muſt never 
murmur againſt God, nor find fault with his ways, 
whatever befals us; and that ſince man is corrupt 


and defiled, he ought not to complain of the evils 
| on 
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he ſuffers, nor pretend to juſtify himſelf before God. 
II. Eliphaz here deſcribes with great ſtrength the 
terrors of the wicked, and the troubles of an evil 
conſcience. He tells us, that the wicked are as a 
woman in travail all the days of their life; that 
they are in perpetual fear ; that they never enjoy any 
ſolid peace; and. that their proſperity, quickly paſſes 
away. This is a truth which is confirmed by the 
ſenſe of all men, and the experience of all ages 3 
which ought to give us a great diead of fin, as it 
expoſes us to ſo many miſeries; and ſhould make us 
live a godly life, which alone can procure. us inward 
peace and tranquillity of conſcience, and ſecure to 
us everlaſting happineſs, by making us acceptable 
in God's ſight, 1 "tus 


CHAP. XVI. 


I. 103 replies, and reproves his friends for their 
hard- heartedneſs; and tells them, that if they 
were in his condition he would comfort them, in- 
ſtead of incteaſing their affliction. II. He again de- 
ſcribes his ſufferings, and ſays, that God had over- 
whelmed him with affliction. Laſtly, He ſolemnly 
proteſts, that he was not conſcious to himſelf of any 
particular crimes; and calls God to witneſs his inno- 
cence. n 
| RzFfFLECTIONS. | 
LO B reproaches his friends for their unkindneſs, 
telling them, they were miſerable comforters ; 
and that if they were in his ſtead he would not talk 
to them, as they had done to him. This teaches us, 
that we ſhould inſult no man under misfortunes, nor 
add to mens afflictions by treating them roughly, or 
Judging of them uncharitably; but that we ought 


rather to comfort them as much as we can, and bear 
B 2 with 
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with their infirmities. As for the complaints that 
Job makes in this chapter, and his proteſtations of 
innocence, we muſt not interpret what he ſays ſo 
ſtrictly as to imagine he thought himſelf exempt 
from all fin, or pretended to juſtify himſelf before 
God. But as his friends had accuſed him of bring- 
ing upon himſelf by his ſins all the miſeries he en- 
dured, he meant only, that he was not guilty of 
thoſe ſins by which wicked and ungodly men expoſe 
themſelves to the divine vengeance. Every one 
who ſincerely fears God, ſhould be able to ſay as 
much; and this ſhould make us ſenſible how hap- 
py thoſe are who live in uprightneſs, and can with 
all humility and lowlineſs of heart, as every | 
man muſt do, call God to witneſs their ſincerity, in 
endeavouring to ſerve God and to do his will. 
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2 CHAP. XVII. . 
O ſtill complains of his friends, for condemn- 
ing him; and declares that in the deplorable- 
condition he was then in, he expected nothing but 
death. er 1 t 4 
0040 241) Kennen An 
T HERE are two things to be conſidered in this 
chapter; I. That it is a great aggravation of 
affliction, to ſee thoſe who ought to pity and com- 
fort us, heighten our grief by their reproaches, and 
by ſuch expreſſions as tend rather to ſtagger our 
faith; as Job's friends did to him. Thoſe who be- 
have in this manner towards men under misfortunes, 
are guilty of a great breach of juſtice and charity. 
II. The other thing to be confidered, is that Job 
ſpeaks as if death was the only comfort and deliver- 
ance he expected. This way of ſpeaking argued 
ſome degree of weakneſs; but it would be wrong 
Eb 2:3 FouEco 0. 1468 
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to judge of Job's real ſentiments, by whats he ut- 
tered in the exceſs of his grief. He declares in 
ſeveral places of this book, -that in all his calamities 
he always hoped in God. This ſhould teach us to 
endeavour after ſuch ſtrength of faith, and ſuch 
ſteadineſs in the fear of God, that we may not be in 
danger of letting ſlip any unguarded expreſſions, in- 
conſiſtent with that ſubmiſſion which we owe to the 
diſpenſations of providence; and may be always 
animated with ſuch a degree of confidence, as may 
be ſufficient to ſupport us under the greateſt affliftions, 
and even in death itſelf, | 


CH AP. XVIII. 


ILDAD ſpeaks a ſecond time; accuſes Job of 
preſumption, and ſhews him that God is uſed 
to ſend down his judgments upon the wicked and 
their poſterity. 5 : 
REFLECTIONS. 
THOUGH Bildad was certainly wrong in ap- 
plying to Job what he ſays in this chapter, 
the doctrine he here lays down is nevertheleſs true; 
ſince, as he obſerves, if wicked men enjoy proſpe- 
rity for a time, it ſoon paſſes away; and God diſ- 
plays his judgments upon them, their children and 
their eſtates and all that belong to them, and makes 
them an example to others. It muſt therefore, if 
things are ſo, be very great folly to envy the con- 
dition of ungodly men, or® imitate them in their 
vices. Only let us take care not to abuſe this doc- 
trine, ſo as to imagine, that all- thoſe who are in 
adverſity, are wicked men; ſince God does like - 
wiſe ſometimes permit, for juſt and wiſe reaſons, 
thoſe whom he loves to be reduced to a very 
forlorn condition, as it formerly happened to Job. 
| | 3 a man 
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a man fo upright and acceptable in the ſight 0 of 
God. 


CHAP. xXIx. 


I. T oB, in his reply to Bildad, en eue of the 

unkindneſs of his friends. II. He repreſents 
the number and greatneſs of the ſufferings which 
God had laid upon him, and conjures them to have 
compaſſion on him. III. He declares his firm con- 
fidence in God, and expreſſes in very remarkable 
terms his hope in him. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


N this chapter, as in ſeveral others of this book, 
= we may obſerve, - I. That 7ob ſeems to give way 
to immoderate complaints about the greatneſs of his 
afflictions ; but ſtill he gives glory to God, and 
humbles himſelf before him., This ſhould ſerve for 
a warning to us, whatever condition it ſhall pleaſe 
God to reduce us to, not to give the leaſt way to 
impatience, but ſubmit to his will. II. Job com- 
plained, and not without reaſon, that his friends, 
who ought to have been his comforters, made his 
burden ſtill heavier by their reproaches. From 
VWhence we may learn, that inſtead of behaving thus 
towards perſons in affliction, we ought to have com- 
paſſion on them, and endeavour to alleviate their 
pains, and make them more ſupportable. III. We 
find, however, that Job in his troubles always truſt- 
ed in God, as he teftifies in theſe beautiful expreſ- 
fions : I know that my y Redeemer liveth, and that be 
ſhall fland at the latter day upon the earth, And 
though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body; yet in 
my fleſh T ſhall ſce God: Whom I 2 ſee for myſelf, 
and mine eyes bull behold. Children of God ought 
to encourage themſelves with the ſame hope in * 

mi 


midſt of afflictions and in death itſelf; and theſe 
words of Fob ought to raiſe their minds to a firm 
expectation of the reſurrection and of the life to 
come, through Jeſus Chriſt our ſaviour. 


CHAP. XX. 


OPHAR ſpeaks a ſecond time, and ſhews that 
if wicked men are happy in this world, their 
happineſs does not laſt long ; that God takes away 
their riches and their ſtrength: and that his wrath 


falls upon them, their families, and all that belongs 


to them. 


REerLilEcTIiONS. MY 
IN this chapter we are again taught, that how hap- 
py ſoever the wicked may imagine themſelves, 
and though they think themſelves firmly eſtabliſhed, 
their joy and glory is of very ſhort duration and 
ſoon paſſes away; that ſhould they be exalted to 
heaven, God would confound their pride; that the 
— they have acquired by injuſtice, will be taken 
rom them; that their children fall into poverty and 
miſery; and they themſelves, after they have been 
in proſperity for a time, fall into troubles, and un- 


ſpeakable ſorrows. This great truth which is ſo of- 


ten repeated in the book of Job, and which agrees 
ſo well with the experience of all times, deſerves to 
be ſeriouſly conſidered. And ſince this is the por- 
tion which God reſerves for the wicked, let us dread 
drawing upon ourſelves theſe effects of his wrath : 
let us never place aur happineſs in the poſſeſſion of 
the advantages and good things of this world ; but 
let us ſeek it-only in the fear of the Lord, and in 
holineſs, which alone can procure us ſolid happineſs, 


both in this life and after death. 


B 4 CHAP, 


0 . 
bu COD ns 


Oo 9G INE: AL 

I, FOB returns an anſwer to Zophar's ſecond ſpeech, 
intreating his friends to hear him ; and to ſhew 

them that they were miſtaken, he tells them that 
wicked men live often in affluence and great plenty 
of all things, though they have no fear of God be- 
fore their eyes. II. 70 confeſſes indeed that, God 
does at length puniſh them and cut them off, and 
that the divine vengeance purſues their poſterity ; but 
then he. takes notice that what happens after their 
death, does not prove they were not happy while 
they lived. Job ſays all this to convince his friends 
that God does not always puniſh the ungodly in this 
world; and therefore, that all thoſe whom God af- 
fits, are not neceſſarily of that number, as his 
friends would have it. 50455 


n 
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REFLECTIONS. Lag | 
1035 continues to teach us how to judge of pro- | 
_ ©  ſperity and adverſity He ſhews that the wick- 
ed, and. thoſe that entirely caſt off the fear of God, 
and inſult him to ſo great a degree as to ſay, De- 
part from us, for. we deſire not the knowledge of 
ui way,; that theſe are ſometimes found to 
ſpend their whole lives in plenty and in pleaſure 
that they abound with — things, even unto their 
death; and that if their poſterity be unhappy after 
they are gone, they ſee. it not. He obſerves, on the 
other hand, that the righteous are ſometimes ſeen to 
lead a miſerable. life, and die as they have lived. 
The concluſion we ought to draw from hence is, not 
to judge of the happineſs or miſery of men, nor of 
the ſhare they have in the divine 5 or diſplea- 


ſure, by what befals them in this world. Proſperity 
is not always a mark of God's favour, nor adverſity 
7855 always 
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alway SA proof of his anger; therefore we muſt not 
be offended if we ſee ſinners in proſperity, and the 
righteous in adverſi but muſt look for the pu- 
niſhment of the wic ha, and the true reward of the 
hteous, in the inward ſtate of their fouls ; and 
K in what will be their lot after this life. | 


CHAP. XXII. 


L IPHAZ ſpeaks the third time, 2 | refutes 
what Job had aſſerted. I. He tells him that 
God. neither gains nor loſes by the good or evil ac- 
tions of men. II. He repreſents things, as if his 
ſins were the only cauſe hy God had afflicted him; 
and accuſes him of injuſtice and uncharitableneſs. 
III. He reminds him, that in all ages the judg- 
ments of God have overtaken the wicked. Laſtly, 
He exhorts Job to acknowledge his guilt, and to re- 
pent; . promiſing him that if he would de ſo,” God 
would reſtore him to his ee, 0 Ha him * 


era things, "yy . dQ 
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RO M hence we are to draw theſe — inſtructive 
lefſons : I. That man by doing good cannot 
be profitable to God; that there is no. acceſſion of 
happineſs to the almighty, when we al are righteous 
and walk in integrity but that the 4 is all 
to qurſelves. Theſe words are very remarkable, and 
teach us, that if God gives us laws, and commands 
us to obſerve them, he only does it for our good; 
and if we offend and diſobey him, we only hurt our- 
ſelves, II. The next inſtruction is, that injuſtice, 
violence, and want of charity, are great. fins in the 
ſight of God; and that it is likewiſe a great fin to 
condemn the innocent when they ſuffer, and to charge 
them with bringing the wrath of God upon _ 
ELVES 
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ſelves by their fins, as Eliphaz accuſed Fob. III. 
That the ways of God's 2 are perfectly 
righteous, and have always ſo appeared, in what has 
befallen good or bad men, or their poſterity; but 
that nevertheleſs, we ſometimes ſee men notoriouſly 
wicked enjoy the pleaſures and advantages of this 
life. This evidently ſhews, that we cannot form a 
judgment of men either by their proſperity or adver- 
fity. IV. The laſt words of this chapter are very 
uſeful and inſtruftive: Elphaz therein teaches_ug, 
that when we fly to the mercy of God, and renounce 
our evil ways which have provoked his wrath and 
indignation againſt us, he is moved by our prayers, 
and beſtows 11 grace upon us; that then our de- 
light is in him, and we may promiſe ourſelves the 
— ciets t 
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TFT OB anſwers Elipbax a third time; and ſays, that 
he was fully perſuaded of his innocence ; that he 
deſired to be judged by the Lord himſelf, to con- 
vince his friends. that his fins were not the cauſe of 


£ 9 


his extreme ſufferings. 3 
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. 1 O Judge aright of what Job ſays in this chapter, 
we muſt obſerve that it is a reply to Eliphaz, 
who had accuſed 7ob of injuſtice and hypocriſy ; to 
which Fob anſwers, that he was innocent of thoſe 
crimes, and that, in that reſpect, he called God to 
witneſs his integrity, was willing to appear before 
him and ſubmit to his judgment, However, we 
muſt not underſtand what J ſays, as if he pretend- 
ed to be irmocent in all refpe&ts before God. We 
may learn from hence, that if good mien may law- 
tully maintain their own innocence, when they are 
| # | unjuſtly 
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unjuſtly accuſed, and when they have the teſtimony of 
a good conſcience, they ought nevertheleſs always 
to confeſs their dyn weakneſs; give glory to God, 
even when he afflicts them; and acknowledge that 

is perfectly righteous, and ſupremely wiſe in all his 
diſpenſations towards them. | For 


| CHAP. XXIV. R951 

O B's deſign in this chapter, is to prove that God 

does not always puniſh the wicked in this life; 
and that afflitions are not always a {ſign of his wrath 
againſt thoſe who endure them. Upon this, he takes 
occafiqn to deſcribe the injuſtice, extortion, violence, 
murders, adulteries and ſuch like abominations, 
which are daily committed in the world ; and makes 
this obſervation, that many of thoſe who commit 
ſuch things, are ſo far from receiving in this life the 
puniſhment they deſerve, that they proſper, though 
God ſees all the evil of their doings, and will not leave 
them always unpuniſhed. 8 
f REFLECTIONS. | 
722 deſcribes in this diſcourſe the impiety, in- 
” Juſtice, cruelty, and other crimes of the wicked; 
and deſires his friends to take notice, that God does 
not always diſplay. his vengeance on them; that they | 
even frequently ſucceed in their ill deſigns; but that 
however God ſees them, and that at laſt his righ- 
teous judgments overtake them. This doctrine is 
well worth our ſerious meditation, that when we ſe 
ſo much wickedneſs and impiety prevailing in the 
world, even among thoſe who profeſs, to know God, 
our faith may not fail; but we may remember that 
God ſees it as well as we, and in a manner infinitely 
more perfect; and as nothing eſcapes his cogni- 


ſance, ſo nothing can eſcape his judgment. From 


hence 
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hence likewiſe it follows, that it is a very falſe and 
dangerous imagination, to believe that men are inno- 
cent and acceptable to God. becauſe they ſeem happy 
in this world; or to pronounce them guilty, becauſe 
they appear miſerable, Wherefore, inſtead of judg- 
ing men by proſperity or adverſity, we muſt conſider 
whether they live a godly life or not, ſince that makes 
men truly happy or unhappy, and God will render at 
laſt to all men according to their works. 5 T 


CHAP. XXV. 


DIL DA addrefling himſelf to Fob a third time, 
deſcribes the power and juſtice of God, and 
man's meanneſs and unworthineſs ; and concludes 
from thence, that man cannot be found righteous 
before him. | 441.2 

| REFLECTIONS | 


F ROM this chapter we may learn, that the power 
of God is infinite; that he is perfectly righteous 
and holy; and that man, who is a frail and corrupt 
creature, can never be found pure, nor juſtify him- 
ſelf before him. The uſe we are to make of this 
doctrine is, that men ought to humble themſelves in 
the preſence of the almighty, and ſubmit to every 
thing he ſhall pleaſe-to do with them. | 


CH AP. XXVI. ot 
T OB, in anſwer to Bildad, who had exhorted him 
to conſider the power of God, and his unſpotted 

holineſs, tells him that all he had ſaid was uſeleſs 
and unprofitable; and that he was ſenſible of the 
majeſty of God, and firmly perſuaded of his un- 
ſearchable wiſdom z which he expreſſes his ſenſe of, 
in a deſcription of ſeveral of the wonders of creation 
and providence. © ATI $4 2 

REFLEc- 
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r RTrtrcTIoNs lt 
OB here teaches us, that the works of God are 
many and wonderful; that we know. but a very 
ſmall part of them; and that we cannot comprehend 
all the reaſons of God's conduct in the government 
of the world. God is ſo great, ſo powerful, ſo juſt. 
and wiſe, that we ought not to find fault with any 
thing that he does, nor pry into his ways with too 
much curioſity. We ought rather to be firmly per- 
ſuaded that he governs al things with wiſdom and 
Juſtice, and humbly ſubmit to all his diſpenſations ; 
acknowledging withal his goodneſs, which appears 
in this, that if his defigns and works are in ſome re- 
ſpects hid from us, what he has revealed and we 
know concerning, them, is, ſufficient to. teach us to 
fear him and make us happy, if we make a right 
ule of it. r 
I. TO goes on and proteſts, that though he had 
| maintained his innocence againſt the calumnies 
of his friends, he would never call in queſtion the 
Juſtice of God's . providence. II. He ſhews after- 
wards, that wicked men and hypocrites come to a 
fatal end; that they are puniſhed many ways; and 
that their happinefs is of ſhort duration, and cannot 
ſecure them from the divine vengeance. 


REFLECTIONS. | 


FROM what Job here ſays, we learn, I. Never to 

ſay or think any thing contrary to the ſenti- 
ments we ought to entertain of the righteouſneſs. 
and majeſty of God. II. That we may neverthe- 
leſs, when unjuſtly accuſed, alledge the teſtimony of 
our own conſcience in the ſupport of our innocence, 


provided we do it with humility and ſincerity, III. 
That 


That the end of the . and e of hypo- 
crites, will be very deplorable z and that they will 


be ſeized with horror and deſpair, when God ſhall re- 
quire their ſouls, and reward' them 5 to their 
worldly 

ence, heap up riches, and leave them 
to their children, they ſoon paſs away, and we often 
ſee their poſterity expoſed to want and dif . Theſe 
the wicked, 


works. IV. 2 6 has taught us, that althoug 
men live in a 


are viſible marks of bre juſtice towar 
and ſhould ſerve as a powerful antidote N injuf uftict, 
pride, and the love of th the world. 


C H AP. XXVIII. 


HE abi of this chapter is to ſhew, . Thar 


men may know the things of nature, and make 


uſe of them to various purpoſes. II. That true WI. 
dom, which is the moſt precious of all things, is hid 


from them. III. That it is no where to be found — 
in God, who alone can beſtow it upon us; and 


this divine wiſdom, which is the only true wiſd 2 


conſiſts in 1 the fear of the Lord. 


RTI ZT TON S. 


F- R OM this chapter we eather, I. That God has 

endued men with the knowledge of many 
things in nature, which are of great uſe in the various 
circumſtances of life; for which they have great 
reaſon to acknowledge the divine goodneſs ; but that 


wiſdom is the moſt neceſſary and the moſt valuable 
thing in the world; that it is more precious than 


gold or filver, or any thing which men are apt to 
eſteem at the higheſt rate; and that therefore we 
ought to prefer it before all things, and labour in- 


ceſſantly to attain-it, II. Fob reaches us the true 


way to acquire this wiſdom, which does not proceed 
from ourſelves but from God, who alone is the au- 
thor 


r 
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| thor of it, and gives it to all that apply for it and 


ſeek it with their whole heart; which a induce 
us to afk' it of him with zeal; 'hurnility and faith. 
III. Fob teaches us, that this true wiſdoch conſiſts in 
Rain God, and avoiding eve = that may 
— him: Which is expreſſed by the laſt words of 
s cha — the fear of the Tord; Ibat i is wiſdom, 
and to depart” from evil, is dnde#Randing ng. To this 
therefore let us a y ourſelves — ue hap: g 
the ſureſt way to pleaſe God, and arrive at true hap- 


pineſs 


CHAP. XXIX. = 


TOB deſcribes ih proſperous. hs he was in be⸗ 

fore God afflicted him, and the reſpect that 
every one ſhewed him. II. He deſcribes his on in- 
tegrity, and the care he took to adminiſter juſtice 
without partiality, and to comfort the miſerable. It 
muſt. be obſerved,” Job ſays all this, not out of vain- 
glory, but to ſhew that God did nor afflict him be- 
cauſe of his crimes, and that he had not made an ill 
uſe of his proſperity, as his friends poſitively affirmed. 


RzFLECTIONS. 


H E RE are two things to be obſerved in this 

ſpeech of Job's; I. That Fob had been in 

proſperity, and that in that condition he had' 

haved with ſch juſtice and charity towards all'; that he 

was the father of the poor, and the protector of the 

innocent. This example may teach all thoſe who en- 
joy riches, or authority, or any other advantages, to 


employ them to noble purpoſes, to be juſt and up- 


right, and above all to do good to the poor, to 
comfort the miſerable, and defend the cauſe of thoſe 
that ſuffer wrong. II. The next thing to be obſerved 
is, that while Sub was in proſperity he was — 
Y 


a -£J:10-B, 


by all; but as n as he fell 1 every one 
forſook him. - Thus. it happens every day: men make 
their court to thoſe that haye riches and honours and 
credit in the world; but abandon them as ſoon as they 
are de prived of theſe, advantages; 3. and. virtue is com- 
ay but little eſteemed, when it is not attended with, 
worldly proſperity. This ſhe ws, that the opinions of N 
men are extremely vam and unreaſonable; and there- 
fore, that we ought not to make any great account of 
them, nor build our happineſs upon tbem. 


CHAP. XXX. 


I. FOB complains, that he who in his proſperity 

had been eſteemed by all that knew him, was 
forſaken by all, and expoſed to the contempt and in- 
ſults of his friends, and even of perſons of the mean- 
eſt condition. II. He again complains of the evils; 
with which he was. overwhelmed ; and that God 
would not deliver him from them, mg he une 
'y SINE his aſliſtance. - | 15019 


0 
1 
1 
i 
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REFLECTIONS. , | 5 


I. Tt HE complaints that Job here makes, of * 

ing forſaken- by thoſe who reſpected him for- 

merly, and affronted even by the vileſt of the people, h. 
diſcover the folly, dna and unreaſonableneſs of 
men, who inſtead of eſteeming virtue and piety alone, 


value nothing bur riches, and the advantages of this 1 
life; and deſpiſe thoſe whom they ſee in miſery and 5 
poverty, though they are men of piety and virtue. NC 
This ſhews, that. the frieqdſhip and eſteem of men is re] 
not to be depended upon, nor ought it to be our chief an 
aim. II. We ſee that Job complains chiefly, that an 
God himſelf ſeemed to have forſaken him, and that, 8⁰ 
he ſtill expoſed him to ſufferings. It is a ſmall thing an 
to be rejected by men, if God with his favour Jook alt 


upon 
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us hu our condition. ie gealij ITY when 
bo ſeems to hide his face from us, and anſwers us 
trouble. The condition to which 


not in theſtime 


Zeb gout was — os the leone Th +. whom. food 
through t e. trials. wever, they 
Borie coy cr leam from what; happened. to Job, to 


moderate their complaints, — — ir ſufferings 
with Patience and to wait with feſignation, till it 
ſhall Please God 50. deliver, cher, which he will not 
1 in due ſeaſon, corel 33 one Wi%70 6 » of 
111162 2 0 10 hb; H 0. NIE .G "#4; + ih Ir 
— mw NF > HA P.; XXI. mos: e 
A ,2910U2 2} 2117 0? 2 Sein, 92 10 
0% proc oteſts that he had lived ig wic, chaſtiry 
not only avoidæd actual ſins of: unclean- 
. — ut even impure-looks and irreguſar thoughts K 
that he had done juſtice impartiallj had had compaſ- 
ſion on the miſerable; had neyer- put his truſt in riches; 
and had avoided idolatry, here expreſſed hy. looking 1 
to the fun and mbon : and; laſtiy, he proteſts that lie 
never rejoiced inthe misforcune of his enemies ; that 
he had -uſed- hoſpitality; and that he had, not endea· 
voured to conceal or excuſe. his o faults... J 8d 
ſign-in'all, he here ſays, is to vindicate himſelt, 3 10 
the aecuſations of - bis friends, who told him, H 
had — 2 — the miſerable te be in, 
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T1 H | &chopter, geſerves tc be read. and 'meditat- 
ed upon with great attention; as it, contains 
noble ſentiments concerning che principal duties of 
religion, and particularly purity and chaſtity, juſtice 
and charity, the dread of God's judgments, alms, 
and compaſſion on Je contempt of worldly 
goods, piety towards God, *** of our enemies, 
and confeſſion of ſins. 46, 70h had fuch pure and ex- 
alted notions, and behaved with ſo much prudence 
Vox. II. GG and 
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to be rejected by men, if God with his favour look 
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by all; but as ſoon as he fell into adverſity, every one 
forſook him. Thus it happens every day: men make 


their court to thoſe that have riches and honours and 
credit in the world; but abandon them as ſoon as they 
are deprived of theſe advantages ; 3 and virtue is com- 
monly but little eſteemed, when it is not attended with 
worldly proſperity. This ſhews, that the opinions of 
men are extremely vain and unreaſonable; and there- 
fore, that we ought not to make any great account of 


them, nor build our happineſs upon them. 
CHAP. XXX. 


I. To B complains, that he who in his proſperity | 


had been eſteemed by all that knew him, was 
forſaken by all, and expoſed to the contempt and in- 
ſults of his friends, and even of perſons of the mean- 


eſt condition. II. He again complains of the evils. 
with which he was overwhelmed; and that God. 


would not deliver him from them, though he earneſt- 


ly implored his aſſiſtance. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I. 1 HE complaints that Job here makes, of be- 


ing forfalken by thoſe who reſpected him for- 


merly, and affronted even by the vileſt of the people, 


diſcover the folly, blindneſs, and unreaſonableneſs of 
men, who inſtead of eſteeming virtue and piety alone, 


value nothing bur riches, and the advantages of this 


life; and delpiſe thoſe whom they fee in miſery and 
poverty, though they are men of piety and virtue. 
This ſhews, that the friendſhip and eſteem of men is 
not to be depended upon, nor ought it to be our chief 
aim. II. We ſee that Job complains chiefly, that 
God himſelf ſeemed to have forſaken him, and that 
he ſtill expoſed him to ſufferings. It is a ſmall thing 


upon 
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upon us; but our condition is really deplorable, when 
God: ſeems to hide his face from us, and anſwers us 
not in the time of, trouble. The condition to which 
Job was reduced, ought to comfort thoſe whom God 
cauſes to paſs . the like trials. However, they 
ſhould likewiſe learn from what happened to Job, to 
moderate their complaints, to undergo their ſufferings 
with patience, and to wait with reſignation, till it 
ſhall pleaſe) God to deliver, as, which he A: not 
Late deg e Wen dene 
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"CHAP. XXX1. 


4 x 4 


| <A proceſs that he bad lived io arc chaſtity 


neſs, but even impure: looks and irregular thoughts 
that he had done juſtice impartially; had had — 
ſion on the miſerable; had neyer put his truſt in riches; 
and had avoided idolatry, here expreſſed hy looking up 
to the ſun and moon: and; laſtly, he proteſts: — the - 
never rejoiced in the misfortune of his enemies; that 
he had uſed- hoſpitality ; and that he had. not endea- 
voured to conceal or excuſe his own faults... Job's de- 
ſign in all he here ſays, is to vindicate himſelf a 
the accuſations of his — who told him, h 

had ws en to the miſerable condition, he was in. 


e Retitcrrions. 


T H I 8 A nd deſerves. to. be read and meditat- 
ed upon with great attention; as it contains 
noble ſentiments concerning the principal duties of 
religion, and particularly purity and chaſtity, juſtice 
and charity, the dread of God's judgments, alms, 
and compaſſion on the miſerable, contempt of worldly 
goods, piety towards God, the love of our enemies, 
and confeſſion of fins. If Job had ſuch pure and ex- 
alted notions, and behaved with ſo much prudence 
Vor. II, S and 


34 0 B, 
and py in his time; much more muſt it be the duty 
of Chriftians to think and act as he did. Let us then 
learn from Fob to be chafte, and keep at the greateſt 
diſtance from all manner of impunty, even in thoughts 
and looks; to do juſtice to all; to pity the and 
miſerable, and aſſiſt them with all our might band 
protect the innocent. His example likewiſe teaches 
us, not to put our truft in the things of this world; 
not to rejoice at the evil which befals thoſe that hate 
us; to obſerve the ſtrict rules of juſtice and equity in 


all our affairs; and, laſtly, not to hide our own faults, | 


but confeſs them fancerely ; and not to flatter ourſelves 


in our fins. To animate us to theſe duties, let us | 


confider what Jeb fo much infiſts upon in this chap- 
ter, that if he had given himſelf up to the ſeveral ſins 
ke there mentions, he ſhould not have eſcaped the di- 
vine vengeance ; and that there-is a particular curſe 
— unclean, the unjuſt, the proud, thoſe 
who ſet their affections on earthly things, the profane 
and uncharitable. Laſtly, Let us reflect what a great 
alleviation it muſt be to Job's ſufferings, to be able to 
fay with truth what he here ſays, and to have faith» 
fully diſcharged theſe duties in his proſperity.” When 
men have endeavoured to live in innocence, they fail 
not to receive from thence the greateſt conſolation in 
time of adverſity : and though the piety we expreſs in 
affliction, if it be ſincere, is undoubtedly acceptable 
to God ; it & ft more amiable, more comfortable, 
and more worthy of a man who loves God, to be 
pious, humble, and charitable, when we receive good 


from the hand of God, and enjoy health, eaſe, and 
proſperity. nA 


"CHAP. XXXIL 


O B's three friends making no reply, Eliba, who, 
was alſo one of his friends, and had aot yet ſpoke, 


* blames 
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blames Jol for having too much inſiſted upon his in- 
nocence; and condemns likewiſe his three friends, and 
tells them, they could not cohvince Feb, nor anſwer 
his words, He adds, that nut he was younger 


than they, he could not forbear ſpeaking his opinion 
freely. . & x - 4 


REFLECTIONS 2 


I appears from this and the following chapters, 

that Elibu was a very wiſe and underſtanding man, 
and paſſed a better judgment upon the condition of 
Jab than his friends had done. He blamed Fob for 

wing way too much to ſuch ſevere complaints, and 
2 ſpeaking too advantageouſly of himſelf; but he 
blamed, at the ſame time, his three friends for con- 
demning him as. they had done, and ſaying, that his 
ſufferings were a proof that his . piety was inſincere. 
From whence we learn, never to judge too favourably 
of ourſelves, nor of others too ſeverely ; we like- 
wiſe ſee how much we ought to efteem the counſels 
and diſcourſes of wiſe and judicious men, ſuch as Eliba 
was, Laſtly, The proteſtation that Elibu made, that 
he would ſpeak freely and impartially, ſhews that'we 
ſhould always ſpeak with fincerity, without being re- 
ſtrained by any regard to men, eſpecially when the 
glory of God and their good require us to ſpeak the 
truth. Dag. 2290! ; Hits 


CHAP. XXXIII. 
E L I HU reproves Job for having too much in- 
ſiſted upon his innocence, and having in ſome 
meaſure accuſed God of afflicting him unjuſtly. He 
then repreſents to him, that God, to keep men from 
ſin, gives them frequent warnings; that to this end 


he chaſtiſes them, and reduces them to great extre- 
C 2 mity, 


. : 
; mity, as Job then was, that by acknowledgin g their 
ſins, they may be delivered from their lufterings. 
This 0 5 contains many Fen | inſtructions., ry 
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res 


1 & H E deſign of Elibu in this chapter is to con- 
vince Job that he was in the wrong to ſpeak ſo 
much of his innocence, and to complain as he had 
done; ſo that the general inſtruction we learn from 
dence i is, not to juſtify ourſelves, nor murmur when 
God afflicts us. After this Elibu repreſents, in a very 
elegant and convincing manner, God's dealings with 
men, and the various means he makes uſe of to re- 
cover them from their ſins. He ſays, that God 
ſpeaks to men once and twice; that he warns them 
with great patience, and that this is particularly his 
deſign, when he viſits them with. pains. and diſeaſes, 
which bring them even to the brink of their gra ves; 
and that God's end in all this is, to turn man from 
the evil he would otherwiſe have committed, and 
that in ſuch a ſtate of affliction, if men have recourſe 
to God, and are aſſiſted by the advice and prayers of 
God's faithful ſervants, he will have compaſſion on 
them, will reſtore them, and give them occaſion to 
Praiſe his power and goodneſs. Theſe are inſtructions 
of the greateſt uſe and importance, and whether we 
enjoy health and eaſe, or are expoſed to affliction, 
diſeaſes and ſufferings, we ought! ftequently to call 
them to mind, by reading this chapter, that we may 
learn to make a good uſe of the various warnings 
which God gives us, and of ching he does for 
our atio, m4 mois; 
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CHAP, XXXIV. 37 
CHAP. XXXIV, _ 


I. I L1HU continues to reprove Job, for ſpeaking. 
too much of his own righteouſneſs, and blames. 
his exceſſive complaints : He tells him, that God is 
perfectly juſt in all his doings, and that it is not for 
men to find fault; that he examines all their actions; 
that he brings low and deſtroys the mighty ; that he 
delivers thoſe that are in miſery,. and that he puniſhes 
men, and even whole nations, with a power which 
none can reſiſt, and at the ſame time with. perfect. 
juſtice. II. He exhorts Fob to think well on theſe 
things, and humbly to betake himſelf to the mercy 
of God. 49 1 i 3 
43 1: 65M BFLEETLONS 34 
F ROM this diſcourſe of Elibu's, we may con- 
clude, I. That we ſhould never complain of 
the proceedings of the Almighty when he corrects 
us, nor pretend to be righteous before him. II. That 
God does every thing with wiſdom and juſtice, and 
that men, who are as nothing before him, ou 
not to call him to an account for any of his deal- 
ings; that he examines and knows the behaviour of 
every man; that as he is the judge of the world, he 
will render to men according to their works, and 
that whether he puniſhes or does us good, none can 
hinder him. Theſe inſtructions are contained in theſe 
words of Elihu; Far be it from God, that he ſhould 
do wickedneſs; and from the Almighty, that be ſhould 
commit iniquity, For the work of @ man fhall he ren- 
der to bim, and cauſe every man to find according to 


| his ways. For his eyes are upon the ways of man, 


and he ſeeth all his goings. There is no darkneſs nor 


fhadow of death where the workers of iniquity may 


Bide themſelves. When he giveth quietneſs, cebo then 
1 985 1 | can 
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can make trouble ? and when he hideth his face, who 
then can behold him? whether it be done againſt a na- 
tion, ar againſ a man only. Laſtly, We ſee in this 
chapter, that when God corrects us, we have nothing 
to do but to humble ourſelves, to beſeech him to 
make known to us our fins, and to promiſe never 
more to fall into thoſe fins whereby we have offended 


him, 


CHAP. XXXV. | 
L IHU till endeavours to convince Fob that 
he ought not to juſtify himſelf before God; and 
to this end repreſents the power and majeſty of God; 
ſhews him that God receives no advantage, nor any 
hurt, from the good or ill that men do, and from 
thence would perſuade him to own the goodneſs and 
Juſtice of God, to humble himſelf before him, and 
to make a good. uſe of his forbearance and long-. 
ſuffering, ip ; 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 N this chapter Elibu teaches us a doctrine of very 
great importance, which is, that our righteouſ- 
neſs may profit other men, as our ſins may do them 
harm; but that God receives no advantage from the 
ood we do, nor any hurt from the ſins we commit. 
his ſhews us, that God being perfectly happy, and 
having no need of us, he neither commands nor for- 
bids any thing, but for our own good. This doc- 
trine engages us, I, Chearfully to obey all God's 
commands, ſince in ſo doing we labour for our own 
happineſs; and to take heed not to offend him by 
our fins, which will only make us miſerable. II. It 
follows from hence, that God, in all his dealings 
with us, and particularly when he afflicts us, has our 
good alone in view ; if he puniſhes us, he does it 
not 


not” only with juſtice but with goodneſs too; and 
therefore inſtead of charging God fooliſhly, as if he 
treated us with too great ſeverity, we ought readily to 
acquieſce in all the diſpenſations of his wiſe and good 
provic | as 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


I JA L1HU continues his diſcourſe, in which he 

| ſhews, that God deals righteouſly both with 
the good and the wicked; that he afflits thoſe he 
loves, to try them, but that at laſt he deſtroys wicked 
men and hypocrites, II. He exhorts ob to conſider 
theſe things, and humbly adore the juſtice and majeſty 
of God, which are manifeſted in the works of nature, 
as well as in his dealings towards the children of 

REFLECTIONS. 


PHhrs chapter ſets before us God's dealings with 
men; and the ſum of what Elihu teaches on this 
ſubject is, that God Almighty rejects no man, and 
that he continually beholds the uprightz but when 
the ſins of men increafe, he afflicts them to make 
them wiſe, and to turn them from their aniquity : 
that if they hear his voice, and ſerve him, he delivers 
them, and makes them end their days in peace; but 
as for hypocrites, and ſuch as harden their hearts and 
deſpiſe his word, and his corrections, he delivers them 
up to his wrath, ' As Elibu exhorts Job to conſider 
theſe things, and to turn unto the Lord, and to ac- 
knowledge his , wiſdom and juſtice, we 
ought likewiſe to meditate on theſe important truths, 
and make a right uſe of God's gracious warnings 
and corrections, and of all his providential dealings 
with us; we ſhould fear his judgments, and adore his 
| | C 4 * infinite 
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infinite power and a maj, which ſo Seer. en 
in all his n 00 2 


C H A P. XXXVI. 


LIHU repreſents the power of God as it appears 

in thunder, rain, ſnow, and the other works of 

nature. He takes notice, that God makes uſe of theſe 

things to do good to meh, or for their puniſhment.; 

and exhofts Job to conſider theſe wonders, to acenw- 
ledge his own ignorance and weakneſs, and reverently 

to adare the judgments of God. 13 vn 03 ,29v0 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH ESE words of Elihu engage us moſt ſcriouly | 

to reflect upon the wonders of nature, and par- 
ticularly upon the thunder, ſnow, rain, clouds, the 
winds, and the various ſeaſons of the year. In all 
theſe things we diſcover, firſt, the infinite power of 
God, and next, his wiſdom, juſtice,” and goodntf ; 
ſince God. makes uſe of all theſe things, and the dif- 
ferent effects they produce in the world, as means to 
Promote the good and happineſs of mankind, and 
ſometimes. he makes them ſerve as inſtruments. of 
correction. This chapter therefore calls upon us, to 
conſider attentively the wonderful manner in which 
the world is governed, and to make a right. uſe of the 
mercies God vouchſafes us, and of his chaſtening diſ- 
penſations, which are all deſigned to teach us to know 
and fear him. Here ends: the diſpute. between 7ob 
and his friends; and from the account. we have in this 
book of what paſſed 'between them, .we learn, that 
the knowledge of God and religion was ſo far from 
being totally extinguiſhed in that country,” that there 
were in it men; who had made great improvements 
in piety and knowledge. We muſt not therefore 
imagine, that the Jſraelttes were then the only yaw 

w 


CHAT. XXXVII, XXXVIM. 41 


who knew the true God, and that all who were not 
cluded in the covenant. God had made with them, 
were neceſſarily involved in ignorance, / idolatry and 
impiety, and excluded from the grace of God and 


eternal ſalvation. . - XL 4253 


An 


CHAP: XXX. 


F TER. what had paſſed between Job and his 
friends, God thought fit to interpoſe, and what 
he ſaid to Job takes up the remainder of this book. 
Here God convinces Job, that neither he nor any 
other had a right to enquire too curiouſly into the rea- 
ſons of his proceedings. To, this end he ſets before 
him his wondrous works, the manner in which the 
earth was formed, the admirable things to be ſeen in 
the ſea, in the light, the ſnow, the rain, the tempeſts, 
the ſtars, and in the order of the ſeaſons; and ob- 
ſerves that man is not able to comprehend the divine 


wiſdom in all theſe things. 


REFLECTIONS. 


G OD, to bumble: Job and convince him of his 
weakneſs and ignorance, bids him conſider the 
many creatures of. which the world is compoſed, and 
the admirable order of nature. We alſo ſhould make 
the ſame reflections, ſince all theſe marvellous works 
are ſet before our eyes; we ſhould likewiſe take 
notice of the ſupreme power and profound wiſdom 
pf the creator of all things. This meditation is ve- 
ry proper to make us ſenſible of the divine majeſty, 
and of our own meanneſs; eſpecially as the works of 
God are ſo great and wonderful that we cannot com- 
prehend them, nor find out their nature, their cau- 
ſes and effects. Therefore, we ought to adore with 
reverence ſo wile and powerful a being, to ſubmit, 
ourſelves to all the orders of his providence, without 
pretending 


TEERE are two reflections to be made on this 
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pretending to find out all the reaſons of his oonduct, 
and to believe that all he does in the world, and to 


us in particular, is done with juſtice and goodneſs. | 


CH A P. XXXIX. 


HIS chapter is a continuation of the deſcription 

of the wonders of creation and providence, 
which are diſcovered in the ſeveral creatures that God 
has placed on the earth, and in the air. Job confeſſes 
his weakneſs, and gives glory to God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


chapter; I. What God himſelf here ſays, teaches 
us, that when he formed fo great a variety of crea- 
tures in the world, his deſign was to make himſelf 
known unto men; and therefore, the beſt uſe we 
can make of our reaſon, is to conſider with ſeriouſ- 
neſs and attention the power and wiſdom of God, 
which we have ſo many viſible and ſurpriſing proofs 
of in all his works, and particularly in the beaſts of 
the earth, and fowls of the air. The different qua» 
lities that God has given them, the manner of pre- 
ſerving their ſpecies, providing for their ſubſiſtance, 
and the preſervation of their young; their various 
uſes, and the wonderful order and regularity obſerv- 
able in all this, are moſt evident proofs that ſome 
almighty being, of infinite wiſdom and unbounded 
goodneſs, is the maker of them, and that he by his 
providence is the governor of them all. II. The con- 
feſſion that Job makes of his own vileneſs, and how 
much he was in the wrong to ſpeak as he had done, 
ſhould teach us the effect which all theſe wonders 
ſhould produce in us, which is, that they ſheuld 
convince us of our own ignorance and weakneſs, and 
ſo humble us before God, that we may never o - 
2 ink 
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think any thing contrary to the profound ſabmifion 
we owe to him. | | 


CHAP. XL, and XII. 


HESE two chapters contain a deſcription of 
two remarkable animals, one of which is called 
| Bibemoth, which is thought to be the elephant, or 
ſea-horſe ; and the other Leviathan, which is ſu 

to be ſome great fiſh, or the crocodile, 1 


REFLECTIONS. 


U PON theſe two chapters we are to obſerve, that 

God, intending to make Job ſenſible of his power, 
repreſents to him the wonderful nature of the two 
kinds of animals here mentioned. Although theſe 
creatures are not known to us, as they were in the 
country where Fob lived, yet we cannot but admire 
what is ſaid of them in this place. However, it is 
eaſy for us to conſider the wonders of providence in 


many other creatures which we are acquainted with, 
and in general, in all the works of God. Only let us 
take heed not to be leſs affected with theſe things, be- 
cauſe we ſee them daily, but rather let the reflections 
we continually make about them, raiſe our ſouls to 
the knowledge of God our creator, and lead us to 
love, adore and fear him. 


CHAP. XIII. 


HERE. are three things offered to our view in 
this laſt chapter of Job. I. Job confeſſes the 
power and juſtice of God, and humbles himſelf before 
him. II. God rebukes his three friends for what they 
had ſaid to him, and orders them to apply to Job to 
offer ſacrifices for them. III. God delivers Fob from 
his ſufferings, and reſtores him to a more happy con- 
dition than he was in before his ſufferings. 
REFLEc- 


44 10. B. 
RERFPILECTIONS. 


W HAT we are to learn from hence is, I. To 
give glory to God; as 70h did; to humble our- 
ſelves before him, eſpecially when we have ſaid or 
done any thing contrary to our duty, and to repent in 
auft and aſhes, II. God's reproof of Job's three 
friends proves plainly that they had' done wrong in 
condemning him, and affirming that adverſity is a 
mark of God's diſpleaſure, Hence 'we may learn 
likewiſe, that God is offended when we judge hard of 
thaſe who ſuffer, and particularly of good men. in 
afffiction. The command he gave Job's friends to 
have recourſe to his interceſſion ſhews, that the prayers 
of good men are of great efficacy to reconcile us with 
God, and that we fhould have recourſe to them 
chiefly, when we have done them any wrong. Thirdly 
and laftly, We ſee how God, after he had afflicted 
and tried this holy man, put a happy end to his trou- 
bles, and fo bleſſed him that he gave him double of 
all that he had loſt, and brought him to a very great 
and happy old age. By this illuſtrious example God 
was Pleaſed to teach men in all ages, that if he afflits 
his children to try them, he grants them at laſt a 
happy deljverance, and that he often blefſes them 
even in this life, and gives them much more than 
he had taken from them. The uſe we ſhould make 
therefore of the hiſtory contained_in this book is, to 
learn from thence never to be diſheartned in time of 
trouble, but to ſuffer patiently, and make a happy 
improvement of our afflictions, imitating the faith 
and piety of Job, both in proſperity and adverſity. 


Th: end if the book of To B, 
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1 The 22 "of Eau, i is a alibi; ee! * 
y moſt "of which were compoſed, by King David. 

d this book there are fome pfalms of praiſe and 4 
4 ration, which diſplay the majeſty, power, goodneſs, 
f and other attribules of the divine being; others 
it are ſongs of thankſgiving, bleſſing God for Nag 
d vouchſaſed, eit ber to the Iſraelites in general, or 

ts ſome particular. perſons ; others. again of the L. 
4 are prayer:, in which Dayid, or ſome other pro- 
1 bet, the aufbor of ben. implores the mercy of 
n God, be pat don UR fins, or deliverance from dan- 
e gers F  afftittions ; ſome of the pſalms are biſto- 
0 rical, coi ſea with a deſign to preſerve the remem- 
of Wande of the moſt conſiderable events which. befel 
y  #he Jewiſh nation. Laftly, Some of them are pro- 
ch pbetical, preſenting us with ſeveral predictions re- 


lating to our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the times of the 
Goſpel. Ii is evident from this view, that the read- 
ing and meditating on this divine book may be at- 
tended with very great advantage; and therefore, 
that it ought to be of general and common uſe among 


Chriſtians, 
PSALM 


46 PSALM I. II. he 


PSALM I. 


N this firſt pſalm David repreſents the happineſs 
of good men, and the miſeries of the ungodly. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the pſalm. 


JN this pſalm we are taught; I. That one mark of 
+a good man is, that he ſnun all intercourſe with 
the wicked and ungodly ; that he obſerve none of 
their_falſe maxims, imitate none of their diſorders ; 
and that he make his chief pleaſure conſiſt in medi- 
rating upon, and keeping the law of God. II. That 
the righteous are perfectly happy; that the Lord 
knows and bleſſes them, and makes. them . proſper. 
III. That the wicked will not clcape his vengeance ; 
and that, fooner or later, they will fall into the ut- 
moſt miſeries. | 3 N 


PSALM II. 


I. TN this pſalm David expreſſes his firm confi- 
| dence, that the deſigns of his enemies, of the 
kings and people who oppoſed him, would be in 
vain, and that notwithſtanding their endeavours, 
God, who had anointed him king, would eſtabliſh his 
kingdom. II. He exhorts them to ſubmit to the will 
of God, and to ſerve him, leſt: they expoſe themſelves 
to his vengeance. "This pſalm is prophetical, and 
relates to the kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HE confidence which David manifeſts in this 
pſalm, ſhews, in general, that attempts againſt 

the deſigns of God are vain; that what he has decreed 
| will 
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PSALM- II, HI. 47 


will always come to paſs; and that nothing can hurt - 
thoſe whom he loves and has promiſed to bleſs. 
But the. application which the Apoſtles make to our 
Lord of theſe words, Thou art my fon, this day have 
I begotten thee, en us more efpecially to conſider 
this pſalm as . ch the Kagan of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the fon of God, which has been eſtabliſhed in the 
world, in ſpite of all from kings, and the 
great men of the and will ſubſiſt for ever. 
And ſince this kingdom is eſtabliſhed among us, and 
we have the happineſs to be Chriſt's ſubjects, let us 
ſubmit ourſelves to this glorious king; let us ſerve 
him, with humility and joy; let us dread expoſing our- 
ſelves to his wrath, and let us place all our truſt and 
confidence in his favour and . 


* 


PSALM II. 


His is a prayer that David gde when he 

vas perſecuted by Ab/alom his ſon; in which 
he complai omplains of the great et uber of his enemies, im- 
plores che divine a e, and exprelles his entire 
truſt in the procetion 1 2 che Almighty. © 


Rx FLECTION.S, 


AVTID's firm confidence in God, when purſued 
by his ſon Abſalom, teaches us, that a man who 
tears God may be reduced to great extremities ; but 
that, whatever condition he is in, he is eaſy and full of 
truſt; that he fears not men, having God on his ſide; 
that he riſes up and lies down with confidence, and 
always depends upon the divine aſſiſtance, even in the 
greateſt * - 


PSALM 
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AVID jimploresG God L u agai alt lis 
2 6 e l rts them to a ali oe Rr, 
Jefigns, and {ubmit of. God, who 

pointed him King. 5 Us whe that he nl 
God alone, and Wan had of his tay Your, 
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E learn from this Im; _ That o me 
W. __ a apply to 5 in thei diſtreſs." II. 
That the enterprizes formed againſt thoſe whom 
God favours, are in vain, and without effect. III. 
That worldly men- ſeek after nothing but the advan- 
tages of this litt Du that the righteous a{pj after 
the favour of 'God'; that His ris all the cher 
pineſs, and all their ſecurity: ane fills their he 
with more joy, even under the gteateſt aon 
than worldly men feel in their 2 plenty ty” "and 
proſperity. *- =" 


PS ALM V. 


J. ING Droid being afflicted and perſec 

prays the Lord to aſſiſt him; alli 
ſelf that God, who hates cruel and deceitful men, 
would confound his cruel and unjuſt perſecutors, and 
grant him the favour to go and worſhip him im his 
tabernacle. II. He prays God to guide and: defend 
him from the ſnares and malice of the wicked, that 
he, and all righteous men, may have reaſon to praiſe 
him and always to truſt in his protection. 


REFLEc- 


FPS ALM VM. 49 
| REFLECTIONS. 

FH ESE four things are remarkable in this pſalm. 
I. The fervency and confidence with which 
men call upon the Lord in their neceſſities. II. 

Their zeal for his ſervice, and the joy and reverence 

with which they adore him, in places ſet apart "for 

public worſhip. III. God's abhorrence and deteſta- 
tion of fin, and eſpecially of pride and deceit ; and 
the puniſhment reſerved for the proud and unjuſt. 


And laſtly, His favourable protection of all thoſe that 
fear him and truſt in him, 2 


PS ALM VI. 
N this prayer David being afflicted, repreſents the 
| greatneſs of his ſufferings, and intreats God not to 
puniſh him in his wrath; but to pardon his ſins and 
to deliver him. He makes this prayer with a firm 
aſſurance that God will hear him, and that his ene- 
mies ſhould be confounded: 
 »  RKREFLTCETIOHY 
I. T HE firſt words of this pfalm, O Lord, re- 
buke me not in thine anger, neither chaſten 
me in thy hot diſpleaſure, expreſs the humility of 
thoſe, , who with a lively ſenſe of their fins and of 
the need they ſtand in of the divine aſſiſtance, im- 
plore God's mercy. When we uſe this prayer, we 
ſhould do it, not only with a defire to be deliver- 
ed from the evils- and afflictions of this life, but 
chiefly in order to obtain pardon for our fins and 
deliverance from the - puniſhments of the life to 
come. David's expreſhon of confidence in this 
plalm, wherein he manifeſts his repentance and hu- 
miliation, proves, that when we have recourſe to 
God with humility and faith, we may be ſure he 
Vol -I. D will 


50 PSALMS VII, VIII. 


will hear our requeſt, and grant us that aſſiſtance we 
ſtand 1 in need of, whatever dangers we are expoſed to. 


PSALM VII. 
J. AVID prays the Lord to defend him from 


B-Z# his enemies, and calls him to witneſs his in- 
nocence. II. He aſſures himſelf that God will hear 
him, and turn the enterpriſes of his enemies againſt 
him to their own deſtruction, if they OT in their 
deſigns. 

REFLECTIONS. 


N this pſalm we are taught to have recourſe to God 
in our afflictions, as David had when he was per- 


ſecuted by his enemies. But we are here likewiſe } | 


taught, that if we would have God hear us, there 
ſhould be no iniquity found in us ; that God ſearches 
tle heart and the reins, and favours thoſe who walk in 
ſincerity and uprightneſs of heart. As for the un- 


godly, David declares in this pſalm, that their wick- þ 


edneſs ſhall come to an end; that God lets them alone, 
and bears with them for a time, but if they perſiſt in 
their wickedneſs, he prepares for them the puniſhments 
they deſerve, and will make the evil which they de- 
ſign for others fall upon their own heads. Theſe 
are powerful motives to induce us to adore the juſtice 
of God; to improve by his forbearance and long- 
ſuffering, and to avoid every thing that may expoſe 
us to his vengeance. | 


PSALM VII. | 


ATV TD celebrates the power and majeſty. of 
God, which fo evidently appear in the works of 
tue creation; and praiſes him in particular for creat- 
ing man after his image, and giving him dominion 


over other Creatures. 
RE E F FLE o- 


PSALM VIII, IX. 31 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pſalm engages our attention to the marks 

of God's infinite power, which we diſcover in 
the heavens, in the ſtars, and in the wonders we meet 
with by land and water, The uſe we ought to make 
of this meditation is. to adore the majeſty of the Lord, 
and from the due conſideration of his greatneſs, and 
our own meanneſs, to ſay, Lord what is man, that 
thou art mindful of bim; or (be ſon of man, that thou 
viſiteſt bim And ſince God has created us in his own 
image, enduing us with reaſon and underſtanding, 
that we may know and praiſe him, and has made 


| other creatures ſubject to us, we ought gratefully to 


improve theſe advantages to his glory, and continu- 
ally praiſe our creator and benefactor ; ſaying, with 
David, O Lord our governor, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth ! 


PSALM IX 


I. 4D, in this pſalm of thankſgiving for 

the victories he had obtained over his ene- 
mies, exhorts the righteous to join with him in praiſ- 
ing the power, wiſdom, and juſtice of the Lord, who 
delivers thoſe that truſt in him, and confounds the 
malice and devices of the wicked II. He beſeeches 
God to protect always thoſe that fear him, againſt the 
violence of their enemies. | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this ſong David ſnews forth his piety, joy and 

gratitude, on account of the victories he had gained 
by the divine aſſiſtance; which ſhould likewiſe ſtir us 
up to praiſe God with all our heart, for the deliver- 
ances he grants us, and for all his favours to us. 
Not content with praiſing him ourſelves, we ſhould, 

| D 2 like 
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like David, publiſh abroad his kindneſs to us, and 
by that means engage others to join with us in bleſſin 

God and in fearing him. Moreover, the pfalmi 

here teaches us, that God is and ever will be the king 
and judge of the world ; that he will render to the 
wicked according to their works; that he ſearches 
out the wickedneſs of men, that all thoſe who offend 
him ſhall periſh ; and that he will not ſuffer the wick- 


ed to prevail for ever. Laſtly, David aſſures us, 


that thoſe who fear the Lord may rely upon him; 
that he forgets not the cry of the humble in afflic- 


tion; that he never forfakes thoſe that ſeek him; | 
and that the expectation of the righteous ſhall not | 
be in vai. Theſe are truths that we ought al- 
ways 'to retain, as they tend very much to fill us | 


with truſt in God, and ſtrongly engage us to de- 


part from iniquity. 


ESALM &- 


cruelty and artifices, which the wicked make 
uſe of againſt the innocent. II. He beſeeches God to 
be the protector of the righteous ; and hopes that his 
prayer will be heard, 


I. T HE prophet here deſcribes the violence, 


REFLECTIONS. 


T H E complaints which the faithful make in this 

pſalm, teach us not to be ſurpriſed if we fee the 
righteous ſometimes oppreſſed; and the wicked ſuc- 
ceed in their unjuſt and cruel deſigns. We ſee here, 
that wicked men often employ both deceit and force 
to deſtroy the good; that God ſuffers innocence to be 
oppreſſed for a time, and that then the wicked think 
they have nothing to fear, and that God will nct 


take notice of their ſins. But this pſalm teaches us 
likewiſe,” that God does not always ſuffer the proud 
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and unjuſt to prevail, but takes vengeance on their 
crimes 3 and as for the meek and humble, that he be- 
halds their afflictions, hears their cries, and never for- 
ſakes them. « 


PSALM Kl. 


AFVTD being perſecuted by his enemies, de- 
clared that he put his truſt in the Lord; and 
that he was perfuaded, God, who is a righteous judge, 
would ſupport good men, and pour down his judg- 
ments upon the wicked. | | 


REFLECTIONS. 
LT HIS pfalm furniſhes us with an example of 


the confidence which the righteous have in the 
Lord their God, who is their ſure retuge, even when 
they are in the moſt deplorable condition, and know 
not what will become of them. II. King David 
teaches us, that God has his throne in the heavens ; 
that he ſees and knows both the good and the wicked; 
that his ſoul hates thoſe that love unrighteouſneſs ; 
that he will cauſe the fire of his vengeance to fall up- 
on them; and as he is perfectly juſt himſelf, he loves 
wg above all things, and always favours the up- 
right. 


PSALM XII. 


J. TIN this, which is a pſalm of prayer, David com- 

plains how few were upright and ſincere, and 
that the people of his time were treacherous and full of 
miſchief. II. He prays God that he would, accord- 
ing to his promiſes, protect the innocent, and reſtrain 
the injuſtice and violence of thoſe who endeavoured to 
opprels them. 


R znFLEC- 


D 3 


* PSALM XII, XIII. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I, D/ V TD's complaint of the ſmall number of 

good people in his time, and his prayer to 
God upon that occaſion, teach us, that when we ſee 
iniquity abound, and how little there remains of ho- 
neſty and ſincerity among men, we ought to pray to 
God, that he would deliver us from the ſnares and 


malice of the wicked, and eſpecially from imitating 


them. II. God promiſes in this pſalm, that he will 
root out all flattering and deceitful tongues, and that 
he will riſe up to revenge afflicted innocence. This 
ſhould teach us to avoid all deceit and injuſtice z and 
convince us, that if we walk in uprightneſs, God will 
always be our protector and defender. | 


PSALM XIII. 


J in the bitterneſs of his ſoul complains 

char God had forſaken him, and prays him'to 

cor tort him and deliver him from his terrors ; in 

the midit of which, he is nevertheleſs encouraged by 

- holy confidence, which induces him to praife the 
ord, 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pfalm is very proper for perſons in afflic- 

tion, and eſpecially for thoſe that labour un- 
der their fins, and are deprived of the ſenſe of God's 
love. Such as are in this ſaid condition, ſhould not 
deſpair, but rather have recourſe to God with con- 
fidence, implore his compaſſion, and beſeech him to 
comfort them, and enlighten them with his grace, 
leſt they fink under the load of their afflictions; 
and when God has delivered them, it is their duty 
to celebrate his mercy, and praiſe him for all his 


goodnels. 
PSALM 
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PSALM XIV. 


I. AV in this pſalm deſcribes the great and 

general corruption of the men of his age, 
their wickedneſs and impiety. II. He threatens the 
wicked with the judgment of God, and promiſes the 
righteous his aſſiſtance and deliverance. 


REFLECTIONS. 


D AV I D's deſcription of the men of his time, 

agrees in many reſpects with what we ſee 
among, Chriſtians; among whom fo few ſeek God 
ſincerely, and ſo many live as if they believed there 
were no God. Therefore we ought ſeriouſly to me- 
ditate upon what is faid in this pſalm, that we may 
be preſerved from ſuch corruption; to which end 
we ought to conſider, as David here teaches, that 
if the wickedneſs and depravation of men is great, 
God will take vengeance; and that in the worſt of 
times, there are always ſome faithful and righteous 
men that fear God, who partake of his love and 
protection, 


PSALM XV. 


N this pſalm, which is doctrinal, David teaches 

us who are worthy to ſerve God in his taber- 
nacle, and to enjoy his preſence, and by what marks 
they are diſtinguiſhed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH IS very inſtructive pſalm teaches us, that 
God will not admit all men into his preſence, 

nor eſteem them true members of his church; but 
only thoſe who walk in uprightneſs, who are faithful 
and ſincere in their diſcourſe and all their behavi- 
D 4 our; 


56 PS ALM XV, XVI. 


our; who avoid ſlander, injuſtice and extortion; who 
love good men, and religiouſly keep their promiſes 
and engagements. Such is the character of a virtuous 
man, and one that fears God; and ſuch is the glori- 
ous recompence that is promiſed to him; and ſince 
none but theſe can enjoy the effects of God's love in 
this world or the next, we ought to apply ourſelves 
with great earneſtneſs to all theſe duties, and live in 
innocence and integrity, and then ſhall we experience 
the truth of the promiſe made in this pſatm, He that 
doth theſe things ſhall never be moved. | 


PSALM XVI. 


I. TN this prayer David intreats God to defend 

him, ſeeing he truſted in him; and declares, 
that he loved thoſe that feared the Lord, and ab- 
horred idolatry. II. He ſeems, from a ſenſe of the 
divine favour, to be full of joy, and teſtifies that he 
does not fear even death itſelf, and hopes to be for 


ever. happy in communion with God, 


REFLECTIONS. 


children of God, and their happineſs. As to 

their ſentiments, David teaches us by. his example, 
that they always truſt in God; that they love and e- 
ſteem the pious and virtuous above all; that they 
avoid the company and errors of the wicked, and ad- 
here inviolably to the pure ſervice, of God. As to 
their happineſs, this pſalm teaches us that it is very 
great; that God himſelf is their portion and inhe- 
ritance; that he is on their right hand that they may 
never be moved; and that the ſenſe of their hap- 
pineſs makes them rejoice and praiſe God continually ; 
and that they are even convinced that God will 
aot abandon them to the power of death. Laſtly, 
though 


V FE, are here to obſerve the ſentiments of the | 
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though what has been ſaid in this pſalm may ſuit Da- 
vid and all the faithful, yet it is to be obſerved, that 
theſe words, Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither 
wilt thou ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption, were 
completely fulfilled only in Feſus Chriſt ; who, as 
St Peter takes notice, As ii. being the holy one 
of God, did not remain in the grave, nor fee cor- 
ruption z but was raiſed the third day and exalted 
to heaven, where he reigneth over all things, and 
has prepared for all trye believers, joys that never 
ſhall expire, 


PSALM XVII. 


AVTD in this prayer intreats the Lord to 
conſider his innocence, to reſtrain the malice 
of his perſecutors, and to defend the righteous from 
the violence of the wicked. He declares moreover, . 
that he did not ſeek for happineſs in the things of this 
world, but ſought it only in the divine preſence and 
favour. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I HE confidence with which David calls up- 
on the Lord in this pſalm, and his firm aſ- 
ſurance that God, who knew the uprightneſs of his 
heart, would protect his innocence, ſhew the great 
advantage of an honeſt and fincere heart; ſince in all 
conditions good men can apply to God with aſſu- 
rance, knowing that God will always be their pro- 
tector; That he preſerves them as the apple of bis 
eye, and keeps them under the ſhadow of his wings. 
II. On the other hand, we here learn that God 
knows the ways of the ungodly; and let their power 
be ever ſo great, he will not fail to reſtrain their 
wickedneſs and pride, and ſupport the righteous. 
III. From David we learn, not to ſeek our happi- 
neſs 
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neſs in the things of the world, as carnal and world. 
ly men are wont to do; and to pray to God to ſe. 
cure us from their malice; and above all to keep us 
from being like them; ſaying with the prophet, 0 
Lord, deliver me by thy hand from the men of the 
world, which have their portion in this life, and 
whoſe bellies thou filleſs with thy hid treaſure. Fi- 
nally, The laſt words of this pſalm, As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteouſneſs; I ſhall be ſatisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeneſs; ſhould raiſe our 
thoughts to the deſire and expectation of eternal hap- 


pineſs, which the righteous ſhall enjoy after the re- 


ſurrection. 
PSALM XVII. 


HIS is a pſalm of thankſgiving, in which Da- 

rid, ſeeing himſelf delivered from his enemies, 
vows to love God and to praiſe him for ever. In this 
pfſalm he deſcribes the great dangers he had been ex- 
poſed to, his wonderful deliverances, and the victories 
he had gained over his enemies by the divine aſſiſtance; 
extolling the power, juſtice and goodneſs, that God 


had ſhewn in delivering him. 
I. F ROM the firſt words of this ſong we learn, 

that the divine favours and deliverances, ſhould 
inſpire us with the moſt tender and ſincere affe&ion, 
and lead us to praiſe God continually. II. David's ac- 
count of the extreme dangers he had been expoſed 
to, and the wonderful power of God diſplayed in 
his deliverance, ſhews, that whatever extremities we 
fall into, we ſhould never deſpair of God's aſſiſtance, 
if we fear him; that his power is greater than man's, 
and that he never wants means to deliver thoſe who 
hope in him, III. When David ſays, that God had — 

warde 


REFLECTIONS. 
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warded him according to his righteouſneſs, it cannot 
mean, that he thought himſelf innocent before God; 
but he thus ſpeaks, firſt, to ſignify that God had 
maintained the juſtice of his cauſe againſt Saul, and 
all thoſe who had perſecuted him unjuſtly, or would 
not own him for king; and ſecondly, to ſhew that 
God had approved of his never forſaking the pure 
religion, and the worſhip of the true God. The 
reftetion we are to make on this particular, may be 
exprefled in the words of David: With the uprigbt 
man, that wilt ſhew thyſelf upright ; with the pure, 
thou wilt ſhew thyſelf pure, and with the froward, 
thou wilt ſhew thyſelf froward. IV. We obſerve in 
this pſalm, the unhappy ſtate of the wicked; ſince, as 
David ſays, when they are in diftreſs, there is none 
to deliver them, and when they cry to the Lord, 
he will not hear them, The conſideration of ſo me- 
lancholy a condition, ought to be a powerful mo- 
tive to deter us from fin, Laſtly, David's zeal, ex- 
preſſed in the laſt verſes of this pſalm, proves that 
it is not ſufficient to praiſe God in private for his 
mercies, but that we ought to proclaim his praiſes 
and loving-kindneſs to the utmoſt of our power, 
that his holy name may be glorified by us, and by 
all men. 


PS ALM XIX. 


T\VHIS pſalm has two parts. In the firſt, David 

celebrates the glory of God, which appears in 
the order of nature, and particularly in the heavens 
and the ſun. In the ſecond, He ſpeaks of the ex- 
cellency of the law of God; prays God to pardon 
his ſins, to keep him from offending him, and to 
ſanctify his thoughts, his words and all his be- 
haviour, | 


REFLEc- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


K ING David here mentions the two principal 
means by which God has made himſelf known 
to us, which are the works of nature, and his word. 
Let us therefore make a good uſe of both theſe 
means; meditating upon the marvellous works of 
God, which afford us ſuch proofs of his power and 
wiſdom; but particularly let us apply ourſelves to 
the reading and meditating on his word. David's 
high encomiums on God's word inform us, that 
it is a ſure, evident, and unerring rule of faith and 
practice; that it 1s of infinitely more value than the 
moſt excellent things of this world ; that it was given 
to enlighten and 3 us, to rejoice and comfort 
the heart; that the fear of the Lord procures per- 
fect happineſs to thoſe who are poſſeſſed with it, 
and that there is great reward in the keeping of 
his holy commandments. To theſe reflections let 
us add our humble and hearty prayers to God, with 
David, that he would imprint theſe truths in our 
hearts; that he would pardon all our ſins; that he 
would preſerve us above all from the ſins of pre- 
ſumption, and that he would ſo ſanctify our thoughts, 
words and actions, that they may be always accep- 
table in his ſight. 


RSA LM. XX: 


HE people of J/rae! pray to God, that he 
would preſerve king David, and make him 
victorious; and expreſs their firm confidence that 
God will grant their requeſts, ' | g 


REFLECTIONS. 


T appears from this pſalm, that the people are 
in duty bound to pray for kings and princes, whom 
God has ſet over them, That this is the duty of 

| : chriſtians, 
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chriſtians, as it was of the Jews, appears from theſe 
words of St Paul, wherein he exhorts, That prayers 
and ſupplications be made for kings, and all that are in 
authority. The I/raclites beſeech God in this pfalm 
to hear the deſires of their king, and to grant him the 
victory over his enemies. Chriſtians, in like manner, 
ſhould beg of God to ſupport and defend their princes 
in juſt and neceſſary wars, and all their lawful under- 


| takings; but the chief ſubject of their prayers ſhould 


be, that they may lead a quiet peaceable and godly 
life under thoſe who have the rule over them. Laſtly, 
We here find, that the glory and ſecurity of kings 
and ſtates depends on the divine favour and protection, 
to which they are accountable for all their victories 
and ſucceſs; and therefore, that kings and their ſub- 
jects ought to labour above all things to render God 
propitious, | | 


PSALM XXI. 


H E ſubject of this pſalm is the ſame as of 

the foregoing. Here the Maelites join with 
David in praiſing God for the victories he had vouch- 
ſafed him; and doubt not but he will continue his 
protection and aſſiſtance. 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this pſalm we obſerve, I. That as it is the peo- 

ples duty to pray for their kings, ſo ought they 
to rejoice when God bleſſes them and their lawtul de- 
ſigns, and heartily thank him, II. That God loves 
and in a very extraordinary manner defends juſt and 
3 kings, who call upon him and truſt in him. 
II. That he brings low and deſtroys unrighteous 
princes, and eſpecially ſuch as oppoſe the elablit⸗ 


ment of his kingdom and the deſigns of his pro- 
vidence. | 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXII. 
I. AVID complains that God had abandoned 


him to the violence of his afflictions, and to 
the rury of his enemies; he deſcribes the wretched 
ſtate he was reduced to, and beſeeches God to come to 
his aſſiſtance. II. However, he expreſſes a firm con- 
fidence in God, and even praiſes him for the:deliver- 
ance he expected from his goodneſs, and exhorts all 
the faithful to join with him in praiſing the Lord, It 
muſt be obſerved that this pſalm is prophetical, and 
relates more eſpecially to the ſufferings and OI 
of the Meſſiah, 


REFLECTIONS. 


T improve by the reading of this f we 
muſt conſider it as it relates to David, and as it 
refers to Jeſus Chriſt. If we conſider it in the firſt 
reſpect, we learn by David's complaints, that thoſe 
whom God loves ſometimes fall into ſo deplorable a 
condition, as w believe God has forſaken them. - But 
the faith which Davzd teſtifies in this pſalm, ſhews us 
likewiſe that we ſhould never be diſcouraged under 
afflictions; becauſe the Lord will deliver his children 
our of all their troubles, and give them caule to cele- 
brate his goodneſs. II. This pſalm contains a very 
plain deſcription of our Lord's ſufferings and profound 
humiliation. Here we read thoſe words which he ut- 
tered at his crucifixion; My God, my God, why haſt 
tzou forſaken me? Here we ſee how the Jews inſulted 
him when he hung upon the croſs, his hands and his 
feet pierced, his Zarments divided by lot, and the 
principal circum ſtances of his pa lion and death. God 
was pleaſed all taeſe things ſnoul i be foretold by Da- 
wid, that when they happened to our Lord we might 
not 
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not be ſo much ſurpriſed, and might acknowledge 
him to be the Meſſiah. We ſhould therefore deplore 


the blindneſs of the Jews, who are ſcandaliſed at the 


ſufferings and croſs of Chriſt, which ought rather 
to convince them that he is the Meſſiah whom God 
had promiſed. Theſe conſiderations ought to ſtrengrh- 
en our faith in Jeſus the Saviour of the world ; as this 
pſalm ſets before us the glory to which God has ex- 
alted him after his ſufferings, and which he now en- 
joys at the right hand of his father, and his kingdom 
is eſtabliſhed throughout all the earth. 


PSALM XXIII. 


AVID repreſents the Lord's paternal care of 
him, under the ſimilitude of a ſhepherd, con- 
ducting, feeding and defending his ſheep; and he 
deſcribes the favours which he hoped always to enjoy 
in communion with God. 


REFLECTION, 


T H E happy condition of the faithful, who livein 


full aſſurance of God's love, and under his pro- 
tection, is here in a moſt affecting manner ſet beſore 
us. David ſhews by his own example that they ne- 
ver want; that God protects, comforts and ſupports 
them in every condition; that he is with them even 
in death, and confers his graces and favours upon 
them in the higheſt degree, cauſing them to live in a 
bleſſed communion with him. This pſalm is full of 
conſolation to true believers; and the defire of partak- 
ing in theſe precious advantages, ſhould teach us all 
zcalouſly to apply ourſelves to the ſtudy of piety. 


PSALM 


64 PSALM XXIV, XXV. 


PSALM XXIV. 


I. ING David acknowledges God to be the 
K creator of the world, and that he reigns over 
all things, and particularly over the church. II. 
He ſhews who are the true members of the church, 
and by what marks they are diſtinguiſhed. Laſtly, 
He celebrates the ſtrength and glory of the almighty 
king. 9 
REFLECTIONS. 


THIS hymn contains two leſſons of inſtruction, 
I. That God, who created the world in the be- 
ginning, is the ſupreme and almighty king, whoſe 
glory and power ought to be celebrated for ever. II. 
This pſalm teaches us who they are which God looks 
upon as his children, and will admit into his glorious 
preſence. None will be admitted there, but men of 
pure hands and a clean heart, who are ſincere and 
faithful in their words and all their behaviour; who 
avoid fraud and deceit, and call upon the Lord, and 
ſcek his face with their whole heart. If therefore we 
deſire to be partakers of God's love, we ſhould ex- 
amine whether we find in ourſelves theſe characters 
and ſentiments; endeavouring to produce them in 
ourſelves if we have them not, and if we have, im- 
proving them continually. ; 


PSALM XXV. 


N this pſalm David implores the favour of God 
with great fervency of devotion; beſeeches him 
above all things to teach him to walk in his ways 
and to fear him, to pardon his fins, and to deliver him 
from his afflictions. He here likewiſe gives us a beau- 


tiful deſcription of truc piety, and of the happineſs 
: it 
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it procures. In this 182 there are many very excel · 
lent inffructions, and exalted ſtrains, of devotion. 


R r LEO TIONS. 21 [ 


Tusa ue we are to make of this pſalm! is, to take 
particular notice, 1. Wich what cbnfidence they 
who [aſt in God apply to him, and implore his afs 
ſiſtatite” in- all their neceſſities. That what we 
ought moſt earnęſtly to 1 for is, that we may be 
"Go A t he would 
teach us to walk in his Way, and grant 8. Pardon fot 
all the fins we have committed. III. We ere learn, 
how valuable — to fear God, and the advidtapes it 
procures us. David. has told us, that God 
mates known 155 ways to the meek and humble; 
that he ſhews them that fear him the way that => 
ſhould chooſe; "that to them he reveals his fecters an 
his covettarit; tt he bleſſes them and whe ei poſteſie 
exceedingly; "and Wheft are in affiftion 
tects them, 290 delivers thẽm gut pf all thick Gel 
Theſe are e the g eateſt uſe and import. 
ance;. and carefully reddin nd medditating on theft 
things, and — ng up to God the ex- 
cellent prayers contained in this pſalm, is one of the 
belt things we can do)  ftrengehen us more and 
more in — fear of the Lord, and ſecure our eternal 
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E of the wicked; and that is pleaſure was, 
to ſerve God in his tabernacle; and with theſe diſpo- 
litions, he hopes that Cod will not give 1 up to 
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ING David teſtifies his entire confidetdte 4 in 
God in the greateſt dangers; his zeal and firm 
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men; but are calm and;unſhaken, even when rte 
cuted and reduced to the moſt deplorable con 
II. That ihe moſt ibeſtimable advantage, and ts 
confolatiqn we can enjoy in this world is, to 
meet often in the. houſe of God, there to praiſe and 
adore him, and ti receive the teſtimonies: of his fa- 
vour. III. That when God does lineline our hearts 
to ſeek his face, we ſhould 1 improve the mercy, and 
not ſlight the, graciqus juvitation. Laſtly, David's 
aſſurance ſhews, that ſhould we be forſaken by all the 
world, yet God. will never: forſake us, if we feat him 
and de pend upon him; that nothing) but our truſt in 
him, dad hope in his promiſes, cam ſuppiort us in the 
midſt of the croubles of this life ; andi that the|expeq- 
tation of thoſe who ſeek their-happinefs i in God:alone, 
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I. . firſt inſtruction this pſalm furniſhes us 


; with. is, that 8 ee 1 ards our integrity 
and, fi incerity 3. that he ſearches and tries. 9 2 1 
and t therefore, that the on! means ; of obtaining oda 
favour is to approve "ourſelves j in his ſight, to. ve in 
innocency, to walk. in truth, and to hate vice, and 
foe company of the wicked. II. David's earnelt der 
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re to ſerye God 1 in 1 £4 tabernacle, ſhould ſtir Fay up to 
diſcharge the duties ot a ion with the lame fe nt 
and to take the; greateſt delight 0 going to the houl 
of God,, there to praiſe him, .: and to me itate, 0 75 
wonders of his love. But the care this piqus. 0g 
took to purify himſelf 1 2 he went unto the tar of | 


God, ſhonld convince us, that in order to appear in 


he xreſence . of Go nd ure and live a 
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J. ING David teſtifies his entire confidence in 


God in the greateſt dangers; his zeal and firm 
adherence to. the true varſſi pi ofeti ſupreme being. 
II. He begs of God to grant him tokens of his 4 
vctir i and ſeems fully ipeĩſuatted that God vu 
ver torfalke him. In this pſalm there are many 

| ſtrains of devotion, — piety; bez 15 91 1 

cid $1997 i bis RH Or: 2 h bod 9v19t 02 
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15 * 42 Ar- we are to remark, I. That cg Who 
God and truſt in him, are never of 
men; 
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men; but are calm and: unſhaken, even when perſe : 
cuted and reduced to the moſt deplorable condition. 
II. Fhat the moſt ineſtimable advantage, and the 
greateſt conſdladon we can enjoy in this world is, to 
meet often in the houſe of God, there to praiſe and 
—— him, and — the teſtimonies of his fa- 
vour. III. That when God dpes lineline our hearts 
to ſeek his face, we ſhould 1 improve the mercy, and 
not ſlight the, graciqus invitation. Laſtly, David's 
aſſurance ſhews, that ſhould we be forſaken by all the 
world, yet God will never: forſake us, if we feat him 
and depend upon him; that nothing) but our truſt in 
him, 450 hope in his promiſes; ca ſuppiort us in the 
midſt of the trouhles of this life; and that the|expeq- 
tation of thoſe who ecke rheir-happineſs i in God alone, 


ſhall never be in vain. 
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taking heed to the works of the Lord, that they may I ha 
learn from therice to fear him. IV. The praiſes which ha 
David adds to his prayers, ſhew that good men call his 


upon the- Lord; entirely relying upon his goddneſs; gr 
that God kears thoſe who call upon bim, and will al. cy, 


ways be the ſhield and . of che 1 pf: 
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HIS is an extiortation to e Gta ma- 
J jeſty of God, as it appears in all! his works; 
and particularly in thunder and lightning. The pro- 1 
Phet ſpeaks | likewiſe of the protection hide God ae 
vouchlafed to His: pępple Malt 
nisv ai d 12 Ind! 
REFLECTIONS. b 


HE rea 0 f this pſalm s us to adore 
with werf a6a fear the. <>; 1 God, which 


dhe gives ſaiman proof of in Beeren I his "pl | 


cteaches us in particular that God br his power 
duces tlie thunder which is .hegr@& in the air, and i 
Aurpriſing effects ;* that che: preſides gyex all ſuch event, 
and that his preyigepcedpakes vie f them exercik 
his judgments, and to make khown his greatnels.to 
mankind. Thus ſhould we 122 from the 
works of nature do fear God, ind to put our on 
trof®f an Him, TAbertberngthats he is the. br 
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0 ci, pſa Dueid returns ſolerrin chiankots:Goi, 
that he · had delivered himjoabd made tris wrath 
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Jes: 
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had in proſperity forgot himſelf, and therefore God 
had chaſtened him, to bring him again to a ſenſe of 
his duty, and to induce himꝭ to call upon him with 
greater: fervency ; and he vows he will praiſe God for 
ever becauſe he had heard him. It is thought this, 
palm relates to what David did when he returned to 
Feruſalem after the conſpiracy of Abſalom, to purge 
his houſe which had been defiled by that unnatural 
_— 5 | 19 


REFLECTIONS. 
HIS religious ſong” of thankſgiving is particu» 
"” larly adapted to perſons that have eſcaped Tome 
great danger: Thoſe whom. God has thus delivered, 
ought, in imitation of David, to celebrate his good- 
= and to invite all men to celebrate it with them; 
acknowledging that His anger endareth but a moment, 
and that in his favour is life; But: above all, we 
ought to take notice of the inſtructions here given us 
concerning the uſefulneſs of affliction... David ob- 
ſerves, That 'wben' be was in proſperity, he ſaid, he 
ſhould. never be moved; but as ſoon as Gad bad bid his 
fate, he was troubled; and that then he cryed to the 
Lord and was heard by him. Let this convince us 
of the uſe and neceſſity of afflictions. Even the beſt 
of men ſometimes forget themſelves in proſperity: 
but God'makes uſe of adverſity to inſpire them with 
a holy fear, to bring them to a ſenſe of their duty; 
and to oblige: them to have recourſe to him aud 
then he is reconciled and hears their cry, changing 
their ſorrow into joy and their complaints into ſongs 
of praiſe. This is a doctrine of general uſe, and de- 
ſerves our moſt ſerir us: meditation, that if God grants 
us reſt, we may not abuſe it; and if he{ſends-us ad- 
verſity, it may ſerve to humble us and draw us more 
effectually unto him, | Tam has won ee 
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PSALM XXXL 
ING David prays God, that as he truſted in 
\ him, he would be pleaſed to defend him. again 4 
the evils he endured from his enemies, and even from 
his neareſt friends ; and being perſuaded that his pray- 
er ſhould be heard, he rejoices in the deliverance which 
he expected from the goodneſs of the Lord. | 


: | REFLECTIONS... .-.. 

I. T HE confidence which David in this pſalm 
ſeems to be inſpired with, and the prayers which 

he here addreſſes to his almighty protector, ſhew, | 
that the children of God, full of confidence in the di- 
vine goodneſs, draw nigh to him in all their wants, 
and are never diſappointed in their hopes. Let us 
imitate David in his piety and confidence in God, re- 
commend \ ourſelves continually to his protection, 
and always have this prayer in our hearts; Into thy: | 
hand I commit my ſpirit; for thou baſt redeemed. me, 
O Lord God of truth. II. The evils and perſecutions 
wich David ſuffered, even from his neareſt relations, 
and ithe manner in which he ſubmitted to theſe ſevere. 
trials, prove, that if we. are expoſed: to ſufferings we 
ought to bear them patiently, without entertaining any 
malice or hatred in our hearts againſt thoſe-who injure. 
us, not reſenting the evils they do us; but waiting 
with reſignation for the divine aſſiſtance; - Obſerve; 
laſtly, in this pſalm, how David is tranſported with 
the ſenſe of God's favours towards thoſe that fear him, 
and of the greatneſs of thoſe good: things he lays up 
in ſtore for them. Let all that fear God conſider this 
for their comfort; and let this conſideration encourage 
them more and more to obey and pleaſe him. The 
exhortation which concludes this hymn, naturally 
© 1 tends 
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tends ta produce this effect; O love the Lord, all ye 


his | [aints, for 17 Lord pi Jer vl the ' faithful, be of 


good courage, an 435 2 W your plea: all 0. 
Nero a the 1 
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\H 1 8 doctrinal pſalm teaches us, that man's 


J. 


fins, and in the purity of his conſcience; and that 
this fayour is obtained by a ſincere confeſſion of ſin, 
and by truly returning to God. II. David chores 
men to make a good 1 ſe of this doftrine, and to 

d not to harden their hearts; threatnins g the v wicked 
with the greateſt miſeries, and egg. com 9725 
happineſs to the righteous. 35 


true happineſs conſiſts in the pardon of his 


Rexriecrions, | 7 


I, WE muſt make the ſame reflection upon the 
firſt words of this ew ge as St Paul does in 


that a true peniten 
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God reſtores us to a Tale. of his 1 and favour. 


when he has received. ardon for ins, does not only 
praiſe God for his own E hut endeavours, As 
much as in him lies, to bripg other men to repentance 
and converſion. This is the direct tendency of thoſe 
exhortations and inſtructions we read at the end of thts 

E 4 __ pfalm, 
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22 PSALM XXXI, XXXII. 
pſalm, wherein David "warns us not to harden our 
hearts, as ſinners do; and affures us, That many ſor- 
rows ſhall be to the witked,; but he that wy x inthe 
Lord, mercy ſhall encompaſs him about: and that thoſe 
who are righteous, ſhall rejoice and be glad in the I ord; 
and all that arg upright of heart hall ſhout for joy, 


PSALM XXI " - 


. Nd exhorts the righteous to praiſe God | 
e, from the conſideration | 
of his goodneſs, righteouſneſs and power, which ap- 


-with heart and. voice, 


ar in the works of creation and providence, II. 
Fic repreſents God as ſeeing all things, examining the 


actions of men, and diſplaying his mercy towards | 


thoſe that fear hjm, and truſt in him, 


.- REeriltcrtions. 


THIS pfalm engages us to make theſe five reflec-i 

tions. I. That it is a duty highly reaſonable as 
well as delightful to praiſe God; but that none but 
upright men can diſcharge it in a becoming manner; 
and that the praiſe of God is only proper in their 
mouths. II. That we ought to praiſe God, becauſe} 
he has created the world of D power, and} 


becauſe he governs it wiſely and juſtly by his rovi- 


'dence. III. That if it was a great advantage to the 


Yſraelites, to be the people whom God had choſen for his 
Inheritance, arid who were in a peculiar manner pro- 


tected by him; the favour which God has vouchſafed 


us, in admitting us into his church, and entering in- 
to covenant with us, is a ſtill more glorious privilege 
IV. That God has a perfect knowledge of all that 
paſſes in the world, and in particular, that he ſees al 
the actions and thoughts of men; which is expreſſec 
| | | in 
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in theſe words, be Lord bootet from. benden, he Be- 
boldeth all the ſons of ien ; from the"place of bis habi-" 
tation, be looteib upon 41 rhe — of the 'eart bg! 
and ronfidereth all their works.” This thought ſhould! 
contimually poſſeſs our fouls, that the conſideration of 
the preſence of God, and of his infinite knowledge, 
may engage us to walk before him in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs. Laſtly, Since David has told us, That' | 
the eyes of the Lord are upon thoſe that fear bim, and 
upon them that bope in his mercy; let us obſerve from 
thence, that the true way to have God our friend is 
to truſt in him, to fear him, without ceaſing to apply 
to him for merey; and to this end, to pray continually 
in the words of the prophet, Let "thy e 0 Aan 
be upon 15, according at as we bope in Ga 
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N this plat. of dank eig which is likewife 
doctrinal, David praiſes God for delivering him, 
when he was diſcovered by the Philiſtines | in the city 
of Cath. II.- He repreſents; God's care and protec- 
tion of his children, the advantages which the fear of 
God procures them, and the fatal lot of the wicked: 
The whole is expreſſed in a pſalm with particular 


ſtrength and CO 
REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS pfalm is deſervedly eſteemed one of the 

nobleſt and moſt edifying. King David here in- 
forms us by his inſtructions and example, I. That 
when God grants us any deliverance, or any other fa- 
vour, we ought to expreſs our gratitude, not only by 


I, 


our own thankfulneſs, but by inviting; others likewiſe 
to praiſe him with us. II. That the Lord never fails 
to hear and deliver the righteous who:call upon him 


in 


Fa 
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neis which, thoſe. ExPerience. who. are 0 


love 3 and deſcribes, in a, beautiful; 5 | 
io 


ture of piety, exhorting the ſaints to live ane 
ftar of the * to e ng A h ac- 
tions, to fly; from ey an 

Laſtly, The pfalmiſt A before us, the W 
benefits. and en of holineſs, ſince they that 
fear they Lord can nothing; his eyes being al- 


ways over the righteous, his ears open to their, cries, | 


and if they are expoſed to many misfortunes, he de- 
livers them from them all at the laſt; whereas he ſets 
his face againſt the, wicked for their deſtruction... No- 


thing can be of greater'uſe, than continually to call | 
to mind theſe divine and excellent leſſons, to have | 


them continually before our eyes and-in our hearts; 


to which end we muſt frequently read this admirable | 
pſalm, and make a conſtant uſe of it for our 2. 


tion and comfort; | 2 0 
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4 > inns the divine afbiſtance againſt kis 
enemies, whoſe malice, injuſtice, ingratitude 

and cruelty, he deſcribes. He mentions. his own inno- 
cence, and the. manner in which he behaved himſelf 


towards them: he threatens their ruin; and bleſles | 


God beforehand for the deliverance he expoſe 4M 
his power * W 
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W E. may collect in general from this, palm, that 
| God defends goad men; that the wicked, and 
ſuch as perſecute the faithful, are expoſed to his ven- 


| ue; and that it is the duty of the righteous to re- 
Joice 


PS NEM XXXV; XXXVI. 56 
jojce in God, when his glory is promoted by their de- 
liverance. But we muſt! not eonclude from what Da. 
vid ſays here againſt his enethics,: that we are allowed: 
to wiſh evil to thoſe whot injure-us, or ta rejoice when: 
any evil happens to them. We are to remember, 
that the enemies of David were enemies to God him 
ſelf ; and that David, as a prophet; and one who had 
an expreſs promiſe of the divine aſſiſtance, might de- 
nounce deſtruction againſt thoſe who oppoſed him. 
However, in reality, he was To far from wiſſiin 
any evil, that. he: was even afflicted at the evil which: 
did befal them, as he himſelf teſtifies in this pſalm; 
wherein he declares, he: had behaved towards them 
as if they had been his friends and his brethren. Theſe 
ſentiments ſuit ſtill better with chriſtians, who know 
that the laws of the goſpel oblige them to love all men, 
even thoſe who hate them, t6 do them good and 
pray for them, in conformity to the precepts and ex- 
ample of our Saviour Jeſus Crit. 
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PSALM XXNVI, © 
\ AV does two things in this pſalm; I. He 
deſcribes the impiety and malice of the wicked. 
II. He celebrates the goodneſs of God towards his: 
creatures in general, and particularly the excellence 
of thoſe good things he beſtows upon them that fear 


a 


REFTLECTIONS. 

I. T N: this pſalm we have a deſctiption of the ſenti- 
ments and behaviour of the wicked and ungod- 
ly, who haue no fear of God before their eyes, but 
flatter themſelves, and are confirmed more and more 

in their wickedneſs, and without any dread of evil 


ſeek only to hurt others. II. David here obſerves, 
* that 


7565 PSALMXXXVI, XXXVII. 

that the righteous have very different ſentiments; 
that they adore the power and juſtice of God, mani - 
feſted itr his works and all his judgments that they 


are tranſported wich the conſideration of his immenſe: 
goodneſs, and the favours he beſtows on thoſe who: 


love him and put their truſt in him. The reading 
of this pſalm teaches us to avoid. all impiety, and to 


cleave fiedfaſtly- to. God by a ſincere love and holy 
fear,c|that we may rejoice in him with righteouſneſs, 


and fay with David. O God, bot precious is thy good- | 

_ 4 hs cbudren of men hide tbemſelves under the ſha- | 
dom of thy wwings. We ſball be ſatisfied with the. fatneſs | 
of thy houſegrand ebou 8 = us to drink of 12 rivers 


of. * ee 
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* E acſign of this ipfirugive plalen is, to ſhew | 

that we ſhould not be furprifed if the wicked | 
are ſometimes happy i in this life, and if good men are | 
in afflictions. ,* David proves, that ſodner or later 
God fails not to deliver good men, and to reward | 
their piety, and to make wicked men feel the effects 
of his wrath. This pſalm contains admirable inſtruc- 
tions, and fuch as are very powerful to engage us to 
fear God, and to turn us away from evil; wherefore 
we ought to read and meditate upon it with great at- ; 


tention. 
REFLECTIONS, 


Tt HE ſum of the doctrine contained in this pſalm 
is, that we ought. not to envy the happineſs which 
e wicked enjoy in this world; nor be offended at the 
aftlictions of good men:. We are to obſerve here, that 
:njuitice, natred and malice againſt the righteous, 
elf - Conceit, pride, Wolefice and impiety, make. "p 

| the 
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the character. of the wicked that, on the contrary; 


men truſt in the Lord; and are continually. do- 
good, place their whole happinetvin him, are al. 
ways: quirt, meelc and humble, love to give, and to 
exerciie charity; and their diſcourſe/is full of wiſdom 
and OD "David allures us, that. fuch men ara 
blefled and protected of God; that true happineſs: is 
their lot; that the divine favout extend to. them and 
their poſterity z chat if they are ſometimes in affliction, 
in their trials they experience the divine 
and have a happy iſſue — all therr troubles. Ivis 
Not {6'with the ungodly; /their:profperity is only ima 
„and of ſhort duration; God confoundk their 
unjuſt deſigus; and hisarger, in'avery ſenſible mans 
ner, falls upon them and: all chat belongs:to! them. 
Every day's experience xerifies hat this pialmiteachesʒ 
and therefore the effect which the — of it ſhould 
produce, is to convince us, that our x hole happineſs 
depends on our perſeverance in piety, which is attend- 
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that the righteous have very different ſentiments; 
that they adore the power and juſtice of God, mani - 
feſted itt his works und all his judgments that they 
are tranſported with the — of his immenſe 


opodneſs, and the favours he beſtows on thoſe who: 
love him and put their truſt in him. The reading 
of this pſalm teaches us to/avoid all impiety, and to: | 


cleave. ſtedfaſtly to God by a ſincere Jove and holy 
fear, that we may rejoice in him with righteouſneſs, 


and ſay with David, O God, ' how. precious is thy good- | 
_ the children f men hide-themſeives. under the ſha- | 

dow of thy wings. We ſpall be ſatisfied with the fatneſt 

of thy bouſe, / and thou ſhalt bie 15 0 drink of 10 rivers 
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\H E deſign of this infirugive pſalm i is, to ſhew Þ 

that we ſhould not be furpriſed if the wicked } 
are ſometimes happy in this life, and if good men are | 
in afflictions. David proves, that” ſodner or later 
God fails not to deliver good men, and to reward 
their piety, and to make wicked men feel the effects 
of his wrath. This pſalm contains admirable inſtruc- 
tions. and ſuch as are very powerful to engage us to 
fear God, and to turn us away from evil; wherefore 
we ought to read and meditate * it with OL at- ; 


tention. 
REFLECTIONS, 


Tt HE ſum of the doctrine contained in this pſalm 
is, that we ought not to envy the happineſs which 
me wicked enjoy in this world; nor be offended at the 
aftictions of good men: We are to obſerve here, that 


:njuſtice, hatred and malice againſt the righteous, | 


::[f-concei:, pride, Woleßꝶce and impiety, make; vp 
| the 
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5 the character of the wicked ; that, on the contrary; 
i- men truſt in the Lord and are continually do- 


good, place their whole happiaeis in him, are al. 
ſe ways: quiet, meek and humble, love to give, and to 


exerciſe charity; and their diſcourſe/is full of wiſdorm 


10 

g and edification. - David aſſures us, that. ſuch men. aro 
to blefſed and protected of God; that true happineſs is 
ly WF theit lot; that the divine favout extends to. them and 


their poſterity ; that if they are ſometimes in affliction, 
in their trials they experience the divine 


a- and have ai happy iſſue out of all their troubles. Ivis 
2/5 not ſc with the:ungodly ; /their:profperity is only mar 


ginary, and of ſhort duration; God confound their 
unjuſt deſigus; and histanger, ina very ſenſible man 
ner, falls upon them and: all that belongs eto them. 
Every day's experience veriſies hat this plalmiteaghesz 
and therefore the effect which the reading of it ſhould 
roduce, is to convince us, that our whole happineſs 
Gepebda on our perſeverance im piety, which is attend- 
teich ſpeh ſyrg and glorigus rewards. «x 46 
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thy -orath, imm obqfterr. me in gh bot Giſpleafure." Il. 
What is ſaid in thiꝭ ꝓſalmadslvery proper: fur [the 

ſtruction and conſolation of thuſe rh —— 
with pains and diſeaſes, or in any other manner: Da- 
wid inaches them by his wn eRample to joo upom the 
evils ihat befalsthem hoi ſevere ſueverichny e, 48.2 
guſtoaortectioni for ttmeit ſius, and to a God 
tfor. them. 1HInelf they ſuffer by the malice and im 


zaſtice of men, theyqhould imitate David in his Humiz | 
Hey, patience and cmerkneſs ; and unit with reſigna | 
tion, till God; wj,t never forſakes che i innocent, vis | 
ꝓloaſad to deliver them: IV. We learn from Davids 
complaints af tlæ cruelty and injuſticæ of his enemies, 
that thoſe whorafflidt che innocent; rejoict-ini other | 
mens misfortunes, and return cxil-forggaod, hall not 
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made a firm reſolution not to murmur at the 
proſperity of .thp wicked, nor his own ſufferings. II. 
He obſerves, that he had overcome this temptation 
by con{igering che dhortnefs of this life, J.abdalie van 
75 Gy this world, III. He: beſcec 
od 04 00 pardon his ſins, -and deliver him fromchis 
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REFLECTIONS, 


IT HIS pfaln®contains an exckllent doctrine; 
11177 21» Which, is, chat the ovay meyer ad tall — 
impring, nor 80 ſuffer ourſelvęs to! bd tempꝑted 

tended! hen we. ee the temporal — the 
wicked, is to repraſent ao ourſelves: ite ſhortneſdꝰ of 
our lives, the inſignificaney of the n 
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than by ſacrifices, he hoped to he,accepted...,- AI. He 


makes a vow to praiſe, (qd in che moſt Public mannss, 
and beſeeches him to aſſiſt him in his afflictions and 


dangers, and above all, to deliver him from his ſins. 
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That in our afflictions, we ought to wait patiently for 
the Lord, who, though he delay for a time, will 


[ines 


come at lt to the aſſiſtance of thoſe that hope in him. 


II. That 
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II. That 825 4 = =. of: man — in i . 
the Lord for his rell „withodt ſeeking for it in men, 
or in the things of the world:” III. That the merties 
f God towards us are ſo many in number, that we 
A — them, nor - celebrate them as they de- 
Eat IV. That What 8 chiefly requires of us is, 
that we ſhotnd fübttijt 17 ves 4 = without reſerve; © 
ſaying, Lo, Tebme 1 l. O. God; la 
wirbin m y heart + aud tha . ce Pübli his praiſ. 
and bs truth befdie Welſer in ith N 
alm, that this is the only ſervice i500 F ale 4 
God; and that when' we Are fir ts en. 
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Laſtly, We muft GAR War Panrd Tpeaksth'this l 
pſalm, as the type of Jeſus Chriſt, when he ſays, Sa- 
criſice and offering they di * efire, but mine ears 
haſt thou o pee The 1 I come to do thy 


will, O my God. mic of oe agg cy theſe 77 20 to our 
Lord in the ede a | 
that by Jeſus Shriſt's obigen arid {atrifice o tw 1 
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1 REFLECTIONS. 
es | JN this pſalm, the bleſſing of God is promiſed to 
Fe choſe who have compaſſion on the afflicted, who 


e- | judge charitably of them, and comfort them in their 
S) ſufferings. David aſſures the kind and charitable, that 


e; Odd will deliver them in their calamities; that he will 
heal them when they are ſick and languiſhing; and 
il. rhat he will preſerve them, and make them happy in 
Vs Itnis life Theſe promiſes ought to inſpire us with ſen- 


*Wrimcnts of charity, and compaſſion for the unfortunate, 


- and engage us to comfort them, and contribute to 
their eaſe as far as we are able. On the other hand, 
His what David ſays of the proceedings of his enemies, 


SFhews us, that it is a great fin to inſult the miſcrable, 
Mo wiſh evil to or deſire the death of any one, and to 
Hudge that all thoſe whom God afflicts are puniſhed 
Wbecauſe of their ſins. This ſhould teach us to avoid 
Wiardheartedneſs and raſh judgments, and to think al- 
ays favourably of people in affliction, .and eſpecially 
of thoſe who are remarkable for piety, and the fear of © 
he Lord, 


— PSALM XLII. 
Ei H E prophet expreſſes, with great ſtrength and 
= i energy, his unfeigned ſorrow to ſee himielf ba- 
[hed from the houſe of God, by the perſecurion of 
is enemies; and his hearty deſire to return to it again, 
Fhat he might ſerve God among the faithful; he like- 
Wile deſcribes his alarms, and the conflict e had with- 
„in himſelf, which he had overcome by confidence in 
DM he divine afliftance. 
mat. 
thai) REFPLECTIONS. 


Ji 


N the earneſt deſire of the prophetic author of this 
I plalm, who was probably David, to come again 
s the houſe of God, which he was kept from, we 
F Vor. II. F ſee 


2 
4 
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ſee what ſentiments true devotion and ſincere piety 
inſpire men with. The faithful deſire nothing more 
ſincerely, than to appear before God, and particular- 
ly, to worſhip in the aſſemblies of the ſaints, and to 
be edified by the company and good examples of 
godly men. In like manner, there is nothing grieves 
them more than to be deprived of that comfort, and 
to ſee the wicked impiouſly inſult God, and ſcoff at 
the juſt man's truſt in him. Obſerve next, that the 
author of this pſalm had been in exceeding great 
diſtreſs, and as it were ſinking under the afflicting 
hand of God; in which condition his ſoul was diſ- 
tracted, and almoſt deſtitute of comfort; but that, 
nevertheleſs, his faith had raiſed and ſupported him, 
This example ought to ſtrengthen the righteous in 
their afflictions, comfort them in their greateſt bitter- 
neſs of ſoul, and make them ſay with David, Why 
art thou caſt down, O my foul? And why art thou dif- 
quieted within me? Hope in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe 
bim, who is the health of my countenance, and my Gad. 


PSAL M XLIII. 


N this pſalm, as well as the foregoing, the pſalm- 
iſt, perſecuted and driven from the tabernacle, 
begs God to deliver him from his enemies, and reſtore 
him the valuable bleſſing of ſerving and praiſing God 


in public, and comforts himſelf with the proſpect of 


his aſſiſtance. 
REFLECTIONS, 


=” H E reading of this pſalm ſhews, that if the pro- 

phet begged of God to deliver him from the 
malice of his enemies, it was chiefly with a view to 
return to the tabernacle, that he might praiſe God, 


and exprets his joy, love and gratitude, This the 
children 
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children of God defire above all things, and this it is 
that ſupports and comforts them moſt eftectually in all 
their trials and afflictions. Laſtly, The complaints 
and ſighs of the prophet, in this and the foregoing 
pſalm, becauſe he could not come into the houſe of 
God, ſhould engage thoſe who have the liberty to 
ſerve God in the religious aſſemblies, gladly to im- 
prove ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing. 


PSALM XIIV. 


HIS pſalm was compoſed at a time when the 
people of Iſrael! were under affliction and per- 
ſecution. The prophet here makes mention of the 
wonders God had wrought in bringing their forefa- 
thers into the land of Canaan; from whence he hopes 
that God would again diſplay his power in behalf of 
the afflicted Iſraelules, and deliver them. He de- 


ſeribes the ſad condition they were in at that time, and 
the ſevere perſecutions to which they were expoſed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


| . THE Iſraelites in their afflictions call to re- 


membrance the many ſignal bleſſings which 
God had formerly conferred upon that nation. Thus 
ſhould we, in our afflictions, comfort ourſelves with 
the conſideration of the goodneſs of the Lord, and 
the evident proofs he has in all ages given of his power 
and mercy, II. As the Jews acknowledged that 
their fathers had become maſters of the land of Ca- 


- naan, not by their own ſtrength, but by the power of 


God; we ſhould likewiſe give God the glory of all 


| the privileges and bleſſings we enjoy, and confeſs that 


his favour is the happineſs and ſecurity of nations, and 
particularly of the church. III. The complaints the 
eus make of their deplorable condition, ſhew, that 

2 : m 


84 PSALM XIIV, XLV. 


in all times the church has been afflicted; and that 
God often permits his people to be delivered into the 
hands of the wicked, and the faithful to be cruelly 
perſecuted. This is St Paul's reflection, in the eighth 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, where he applies 
to chriſtians theſe words of this pſalm; For thy ſake we 
are killed all the day long, we are accounted as ſheep 
for the ſlaughter. God permits it ſo to be for the 
glory of his name, and to try and purity his church, 
Laſtly, We ſee here, that the faithful, though God 
afflicts them, do not forget him, nor forſake his co- 
venant; and therefore he is always ready to come to 
their aſſiſtance, and to hear them when they call up- 
on him in time of need. 


PSAEM XLV. 


HIS pfalm is a nuptial ſong upon the marriage 

of king Solomon, and contains a deſcription of 

the glory of that prince and his conſort , it is likewiſe 
a prophetical pſalm, and relates to our Lord 7eſus 


op 


Chriſt. 
REFLECTIONS. 


THIS pſalm is to be conſidered in two lights, I. 

As a hy mn deſigned to procure the divine bleſſing 
upon the marriage of Solomon and upon his kingdom. 
II. As it properly relates to Jeſus Chriſt, the huſband 
and king of the church. In this pſalm there is ex- 
preſs mention made of his divinity, of his anointing, 
of his power, of the glory and duration of his king- 
dom. This St Paul teaches us, in the firſt chapter of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, where he applies to our 
Lord the words of this pſalm : Thy throne, O God, 1s 
for ever and ever; a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre 
of thy kingdom; God, even thy God, hath anointed = 
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with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. Theſe words 
can properly ſuit no other but Chriſt Jeſus; and as 
they deſcribe his infinite power and glory, they en- 

e us to reverence and adore him, and in all things 
to ſubmit to him, that we may ſhare in the bleſſings 
he pours upon his church, and upon all thoſe who 
have the happineſs to live under his dominion. 


PS ALM AXEVI. 


1 is a pſalm of thankſgiving, for the aſſiſ- 
tance God had granted his people, at a time 
when they had been attacked by ſeveral nations. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E are to learn from hence, that God is tlie pro- 

tector of his church, and that even when kings 
and nations, who are repreſented in this pſalm by 
floods and torrents, are confederate againſt it, God 
renders all their efforts vain, and powerfully deli- 
vers it, The chriftian church has ſtill greater ſhare in 
theſe promiſes and the divine protection than the 
antient people had, ſince this is for ever to ſubſiſt. 
This the church has always experienced; this the 
faithful ſhould conſider for their comfort, and the 
confirmation of their faith, 


PSALM XLVII. 


12 prophet exhorts all the inhabitants of the 
earth to praiſe God, to adore his majeſty and 
power, and acknowledge, that the Lord, who had 
made a covenant with the children of Iſrael, was the 
king of the world, and that all the people ought to 


ſubmit themſelves to him. 
F 2 REFLEC- 


36 ps AI. M XVII, XLVIIL 
RrFLlECcTIONS. 
THIS pſalm ſhould excite us to praiſe God, and 


to celebrate his glory with holy tranſports, as he y 
is the king of the whole earth, and deſerves the ado- 
ration of all men ; but above all, becauſe he has cho- 
ſen us to be his people and his inheritance. What 
we read in this pſalm is particularly applicable to the 
times of the goipel, and eſpecially to our Lord's tri- 
umphant aſcenſion to the glory of his k. ingdom, and 
to the happineſs which the ſeveral nations of the earth 


now enjoy in being accounted the people of God. 


FPS ALM XLVIII. 


N this pſalm, which was compoſed upon occaſion 1 
of ſome deliverance that God had granted the city 1 
of Jeruſalem, the prophet praiſes God for defeating 5 


f 4 
Fy 


T HE reflection we are to make upon this pſalm is, ; 


the counſels and attempts of the kings who had al. 
ſaulted that city; and he deſcribes the ſtrength of 7. 
ruſalem, and God's protection of his people. 


'REFLECTIONS. 


that the charch has often been attacked by the 


kings and nations of the world, who had conſpired to- 


gether to deſtroy it ; but that God has always watched | 


8 
over it, and rendered all the conſpiracies of its ene- 


mies vain, and turned them to their own confuſion. | 
This pſalm aſſures us very expreſly, that the church 


by. 


j 2 


is the deareſt thing to God upon earth; that he dwells 
in the midft of i it; that he encompaſſes it with his 
protection, and that he will always ſupport it. Theſe : 


Promiſes are ſtill better ſuited to the chriſtian than to 


| 
| 


the Jecoiſb church, and ought to convince us of our 
happinels, in being members of Chriſt's church, and 
fill 
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fill all ſincere chriſtians with ſtedfaſt hope and confi- 
dence in God. 


PSALM XIIX. 
N this pſalm, which is doctrinal and inſtructive, 


the prophet proves by ſeveral conſiderations, that 
the happineſs of man does not conſiſt in the riches 
and honours of the world; that thoſe who place their 
glory and their happineſs in them, are fools and mad- 
men; and therefore, that we ought not to ſet our 
hearts upon theſe things, neither fearing nor envying 
ſuch as poſſeſs them; but that we ſhould put our 
truſt in God alone, who can render happy, even at- 
ter death, thoſe who fear him, and put their whole 
truſt in him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


THERE are many very important reflections to 
be made on this pſalm. It teaches us, that ſuch 

as truſt in their goods and riches, or that are puffed 
up with their honours and credit, are fools and blind. 
We have here repreſented the vanity and folly of the 
projects and ſchemes laid by worldly men for their 
own advancement, and the glory of their families. 
The prophet remarks, that God makes all their 
ichemes abortive; that death robs them of all their 
glory; that they become a prey to the grave; and 
that their riches cannot redeem their ſouls, nor ſecure 
them from death and the judgment of God. Laſtly, 
This pſalm teaches us, that it is not ſo with thoſe that 
put their truſt in God, fince they are ſure that he will 
redeem them, even from death, and will take them to 
himſelf to all eternity. High and low ought to at- 
tend to and meditate on theſe inſtructions, as the 
prophet exhorts them ; thoſe who are rich, or in an 
exalted ſtation, ſhould remember them, leſt they for- 
F 4 get 
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get God, and fall into pride; and people of mean 
rank, ſhould learn from hence never to envy the glo-. 
ry. riches and proſperity, which fall to. the lot of . 
others; and all in general are here taught to wean 
their affections from the world, and to ſeck their hap- 4 


pineſs wholly in the favour and love of God, 


PSALM 1. 


HE deſign of this pſalm is, to reprove the hy- 
pocriſy of the J/raelites, who placed their con. 
fidence in ſacrifices and ceremonial obſervances, whilſt 
they neglected to obſerve the moſt eſſential duties of 


religion. I. God here ſpeaks to his people, and de- 


clares, that he regarded not ſacrifices and external 
worſhip, but that the ſervice he requires, conſiſts in 
praiſing and calling upon him with ſincerity. II. He 
ſeverely reproves hypocrites whd profeſs to live in co- 
venant with him, and to ſerve him, and yet give them- 
ſelves up to ſin; he denounces his judgments againſſ 


them, and exhorts them to true repentance, 


REFLECTIONS. 


THIS pſalm which is very inſtructive teaches us. 
that the ſervice of God does not conſiſt in out- 


ward duties, ſuch as were the antient ſacriſices, and 
ſuch as now are acts of public worſhip, ceremonies, 


and the eutward profeſſion of religion. Indeed theſc 


duties are indiſpenſable and ought not to be neglected, 
ſince God has appointed them, and that they are 
agreeable to him, when diſcharged as they ought to 
be. However, the true worſhip which God requires, 
is to ſerve him in ſpirit and in truth, to praiſe him, 
to call upon him, and to do his will. As for thoſe 
who profeſs to ſerve God, to take his covenant in 

their 
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their mouths, and who, nevertheleſs, abandon them- 
ſelves to fin, and particularly to injuſtice, impurity, 
deceit and ſlander ; we ſee here, that God cannot en- 
dure their hypocriſy, and that if he does not puniſh 


them immediately, they muſt not imagine they ſhall 
eſcape his judgment. Sinners and falſe chriſtians 
ſhould caretully improve to their advantage what is 
id in this pſalm; and all of us ought ſeriouſly to re- 
flect upon it, that we may not offend God by an hy- 
pocritical worſhip, but calling upon him with ſincerity, 
and ſtudying, above all things, to do what he com- 
mandeth, may render to him ſuch ſervice as ſhall 
be acceptable in his ſight, and procure his favour to- 


wards us. | 
PSAL MM LI. 


TWHIS is king David's penitential pſalm, where- 

in he implores the mercy of God with great 
zeal and humility ; makes confeſſion of his fin, and 
prays to God to renew him by his ſpirit, and to reſtore 
to him peace of conſcience; that having recovered his 
favour, he may praiſe him, and become an example 
to ſinners. He hopes God will approve his repent- 
ance, and offers up prayers for the welfare of Feruſa- 
lem, and proſperity of the Maelites. 


REFLECTION S. 


T HIS pſalm is one of thoſe that are of the moſt 

general uſe, and in which we may beſt obſerve 
the motions and characters of true repentance, Here- 
in we diſcover, I. The lively ſenſe David had of his 
ſin, his humble and public confeſſion of it before 
God and man, and his recourſe to the mercy of God. 
II. We here obſerve, that David does not only pray 
God to pardon his ſins, but likewiſe to deliver him 
from them, and grant him his ſpirit to purify and 
renew him, III, We here ſee the promiſes he makes 

to 
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to return to the ways of godlineſs, and by his example 3 
and inſtructions to convert ſinners. IV. David ex- 
preſſes his hope and confidence that God will not re. 
Ject his repentance, Laſtly, After he had prayed for rie 
; himſelf, he intreats God to continue his bleſſing upon , 
FZeruſalem, and his whole kingdom. It appears from th. 
this pſalm, that it is the duty of ſinners, and particu- | — 
Jarly thoſe that have fallen into great ſins, to be ſenſible 3 

of the greatneſs of them, humbly to acknowledge and 
confeſs them, and even publicly before men, when it 

is neceſſary; earneſtly to implore the mercy of God I. 
with true contrition, and to beg of him a ſincere con- 
verſion, and the aſſiſtance of his ſpirit, that they ma he 
never more fall into ſin. Laſtly, A penitent ſinner, I ve! 
that is truly humbled for his fins, finds himſelf indif- liv 
penſably obliged to repair the ſcandal he has given, E 

and contribute his utmoſt towards the converſion of 
other ſinners, and the edification of all, by his ex- N 

am ple, by lis exhortations, and by his prayers. This 1% 
- the only way to obtain pardon for the ſins we have © 

committed, and to procure p-ace of conſcience, and 


the renewal of the grace of God. le 
as 
PS A IL. M LL ] im 

'F 
of LY I'D denounces the judgments of God 4 | how 
gainſt one of Saul's counſellors, named LU 8 the 
who, by his ſlanders, had exaſperated Sau! againſt . per 
him, and had occaſioned the death of a great number vo. 
of the prieſts, who were cruelly ſlain by Saul, For wy 
the right underſtanding of this pſalm, it is conveniem whi 
to read the hiſtory related in the twenty ſecond chap WM mc: 
ter of the firſt book of Samuel. to 
REFLECTIONS. | Gy 
WE may gather from this pſalm, I. That elf «ct 
wicked, and particularly cruel] men and ſlan dilo 


derer 5 | 
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e agerers, ſuch as Doeg was, receive from God the 
X- puniſhment they deſerve; and that God abhors lying 
e- and calumny. II. That thoſe who truſt in their 
for riches, or in their addreſs, become examples of the juſt 
on judgment of God; whilſt he beſtows his favour on 
Im FF tho that put their truſt in him, and walk in his 


U- 4 ways. 

ble 

nd PSALM ILIII. 

1 1t | 

30d q I. HH E prophet deſcribes the extreme impiety 
on- and general corruption of the time in which 
nay he lived. II. He threatens the wicked with divine 
cr, FF vengeance, and promiſes the righteous help and de- 
di- liverance from the almighty. 

en, 

1 of | 

- = REFLECTIONS. 

h 1. W HAT David ſays at the beginning of this 
_ = pſalm; The fool has ſaid in his heart there is 


no Co, does not imply, that all ſinners actually be- 
lieve there is no God ; but the meaning of theſe words, 
as the prophet himſelf explains them, is, that their 
impicty was io great and ſo general, that wicked men 
lived as if they denied the being of a God. The 
complaint which David here makes of the impiety of 
the men of his age, may be applied to a great num- 
ber of chriſtians, who profeſs to know God, but in 


d 2. 
eg, 
ainſt 


nber works deny him, giving themſelves up to all manner 
Fo of impiety. II. Ic appears, however, from the evils 
meme which David ſays the righteous are expoſed to by 
hap- means of the ungodly, and from the promiſes made 


to the godly in afflictions, that when the corruption is 
moit general, God has always ſome true worſhippers, 
who lament this corruption, endeavour to keep them- 
ſelves free from the infection, and in the midſt of the 
ſlan diſorders that prevail always look up to God, and 
2rers, put 


vg 
1 


t the 
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put their truſt in him. III. This pſalm engages us 
to conſider further, that God beholds from heaven the 
ſins which are committed; that he will puniſh them, 
and that thoſe who dread not his power, ſhall one day 
have terror and conſternation for their portion. Laſtly, | 
It ſhould be remarked, that St Paul, in the third 
chapter of his epiſtle to the Romans, quotes this pſalm, 
to prove that the Jews were ſinners as well as the 
heathen ; that conſequently, they could not be juſti- 
fied by the law of Moſes, but only by faith in Feſu 3 
Chriſt. 5 6 


PSALM IIV. 4 


ING Saul being informed by the men of Zipb © 
that David was retired into their country, and 
going thither to take him, David prays God to de- 
tend him from thoſe that ſought his death, and he 
promiſes to praiſe and bleſs him when he granted his 
requeſt. The event which gave occaſion to this pray- 2 
er, is recorded in the twenty third and twenty ſixti FF ply 


chapters of the firſt book of Samuel. FS {ur 
of 

REFLECTIONS. mu 

| and 


N this pſalm David does three things, I. He im. Da 
plores the divine aſſiſtance in the danger that F whi 
threatned him. II. He expreſſes a firm reliance up- for 
on God. III. He promiſes to praiſe him for ever. pol: 
The royal prophet teaches us by his example, that | 
prayer ſhould always be our refuge in the time of to t 
danger; that even when men have conſpired our ruin, ¶ far 
if we call upon the Lord with a pure heart, he will! oug 
protect us; and that when he has heard us we ought By Jury 
to bleſs him with all our heart, and make grateful ac- Þ 
knowledgments, _ = our 
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PSALM LV. 


JAY TD, fearing he ſhould fall into the hands 

of his enemies, calls upon the Lord, and re- ' 
preſents the extreme danger he was in, He complains, 
that he had been betrayed and flandered by thoſe very 
men which he had ſhewn the greateſt friendſhip to, 
and had confided moſt in. However, he comforts 
himſelf with hopes that God would not forſake him, 
but would deftroy thoſe that fought his ruin, 


REFLECTIONS. 


H E example of David ſhews, I. That the faith- 
ful may be perſecuted by wicked men, and even 
ſometimes hated by thoſe whoſe aſſiſtance they had 
reaſon to expect, II. Thatin this condition they ap- 
ply themſelves to God with confidence, and are aſ- 
{ured he will ſupport them, and reſtrain the malice 


of thoſe who unjuſtly perſecute them. However, we 
2X muſt take care not to make an ill uſe of this pſalm, 


and ſome others of the like nature, by applying what 
David ſays againit his perſecutors to the occaſions 
which we may have of complaining againſt others, 
for any uneaſineſs or diſpleaſure which we may be ex- 
poſed to by them. The offences we receive are gene- 
rally ſpeaking trifling ; and if not, a chriſtian is bound 
to forgive all, and to hate no man; and ſhould be fo 
far from making imprecations againſt any, that he 


il ought to pray for thoſe who do him the greateſt in- 
Jury, herein conforming to the laws of the goſpel, 


and to that pattern of patience and meekneſs which 


our Lord has given us in his life and death. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LVL 
AV TD having been taken by the Philiſtines in 


the city of Gath, as we read in the twenty firſt | 
ctiapter of the firſt book of Samuel, prays the Lord 
to have pity on him in that preſſing danger; and to 
his prayer joins praiſes and thankſgivings, which ſhew | 
the great truſt he put in God. | 


"REFLECTIONS. 


B the example of David we are here taught, that \ 

whatever extremity the children of God are in, 
and when even force and artifice are imployed againſt | 
them, they are not moved; that their truſt in God is 
ſo firm, that they do not fear what man can do unto 3 
them; and that even before their deliverance, they 
rejoice in the Lord, and pay him their vows and 
thankſgivings. David aſſures us likewiſe, that the 
ſufferings of the righteous are precious in the ſight of 
God, that he ſees their troubles and afflictions, and 
that he puts their tears into his bottle. This is an ineſti- 
mable bleſſing which piety procures for us, and is the 


vreateſt comfort in our adverſities. 


PSAL M LVII. 


| V flying before Saul, and being hid in | 

cave, where he was ſurpriſed by Saul, as we 
read in the twenty fourth chapter of the firſt book of 
Samue!, offers up this prayer to God, in which he 
calls upon him tor his help, and ſhews the firm con- 


tidence he had in his protection. 


REFLEC- | 


G 
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RRETLECTIO&NS. 


W E find in this, as in the preceding pſalms, 
that David, animated by his piety and ſu 
ported by his faith, always applied to God for geh 
verance in the dangers that threatned him. Though 
we are not expoſed to dangers like thoſe of David for- 
merly, and therefore cannot apply to ourſelves. all we 
read in this pſalm, we may nevertheleſs from hence 
conclude in general, that in our neceſſities we ſhould: 
draw nigh to God, and hide ourſelves under the ſha-- 
dow of his wings; being fully perſuaded, that he 
will not fail to ſend us help from heaven, and to deli- 
ver us. But that we may thus truſt in him, we muſt 
always adhere ſtedfaſtly to our duty, and never make, 
uſe of any unworthy means to extricate ourſelves from 
any preſſing difficulties ; herein imitating David, who- 
when he had it in his power to take away Saul's life, 
when that king came into the cave where he was, 
would not do it. Laſtly, As David at the end of 
the pſalm praiſes the Lord with holy tranſports of 
joy; ſo is it our duty, after we have experienced the 
divine aſſiſtance, to thank and praiſe his holy name, 
and every where publiſh his goodneſs towards us. 


PSALM LVIII. 


J. HIS is a complaint of David againſt wicx- 
ed judges, whoſe impiety and obſtinacy to 
do evil he here deſcribes. II. He likewiſe foretels, that 
the divine vengeance ſhould quickly overtake and en- 
tirely deſtroy them. It is probable David here ſpeaks 
of the counſellors of Saul. | 


REFLECTIONS 


HIS is a pſalm which thoſe in public offices 
ought to take good notice of, becauſe it teaches 
| them, 
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them, that if they do not adminiſter ſtri& juſtice, if 
they oppreſs the innocent with artifice or violence, the 
vengeance of God will overtake them. And in gene- 
ral, we ſee here, that all thoſe who harden themſelves 
in their evil ways, without hearkning to the voice of 
God, are likewiſe threatned with his vengeance. Laſtly, 
We learn from this pſalm, that, providence governs 
all things righteouſly; and though the wicked proſper, 
and good men are afflicted for a while, yet they will 
always have reaſon to acknowledge, That there is a re- 
ward for the righteous, and that there is a God who i 
Judges inthe earth. 


PSALM LIX. 


AF TID, in danger of being taken by ſome per- 

ſons whom Saul had ſent to his houſe for that 
purpoſe, repreſents to the Lord the great danger he 
was in; not doubting but God would deliver him 
from his enemies, reſtrain their malice, and make 
them examples to all the world. The hiſtory which 
gave occaſion to this pſalm, is contained in the nine- | 
teenth chapter of the firſt book of Samuel. 


REFLECTIONS 


HAT we may improve by the reading of this 
pſalm, it is proper to make theſe two reflections. 

I. That David's prayers were heard, and that provi- 
dence furniſhed him with means of eſcaping the fury 
of Saul, who ſought his life; from whence we learn, 
that the prayers of the faithful, and their confidence 
in God, is never in vain. II. It is to be obſerved, 
that what David ſays in this pſalm againſt his ene- 
mies, was not ſpoken out of a principle of hatred | 
or revenge; but being perſecuted unjuſtly, and 
his cauſe being that of God, he might, as a pro- 
phet, denounce the divine judgments againſt them. 
However, 
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However, it is not lawful. for any private perſon to 
make the like prayers. . All we are allowed to do 
yhen men treat us with malice and injuſtice, is to 
eep within the bounds of fore meekneſs preſcribed in 
the goſpel, to return good for evil, W 

hl for the divine Haus. ; 1 


PSALM LX. 


7 ING David defcribes in this pſalm; the __ 
| and calamities to which the Iſraelites had been 
xpoſed, and the victories and deliverances that God 
ad granted them. In the eighth chapter of the ſe- 
ond book of Samuel, we learn what was the en 
of this pſalm. *; 99 
op gn 


HE firſt thing we vbſetve in this pſilm is, ink 
king David lays before God the Hiſeries which 
ad befallen the Jſraeliteß; which teaches us, that 
hen nations are expoſed to war, and other public ca- 
amities, God is the diſpenſer of them, to chaſtiſe and 
humble them. II. David celebrates the power and 
goodneſs of God, who had aſſiſted his people, and 
given them the victory over their enemies. Thus is 
od econciled with men, after he has afflicted them; 
nd in particular, diſappoints the plots and contrivan- 
es of the enemies of his church. ly, This pſalm 
aches us, that the ſtrength and aſſiſtance of man is 
but vanity, and that there is none but the Lord who 
an help and deliver us in our diſtreſs, ahd i in whom 
e may ſafely and perfectly confide. 


PSALM LXI. 


His is a pſalm of prayer, and full of comfort. 


In it David prays the Lord to take him into his 
Vol. II. G pro- 
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them, that if they do not adminiſter ſtrict juſtice, if 
they oppreſs the innocent with artifice or violence, the 
vengeance of God will overtake them. And in gene- 
ral, we ſee here, that all thoſe who harden ne 
in their evil ways, without hearkning to the voice of 
God, are likewiſe threatned with his vengeance. Laſtly, 


We learn from this pſalm, that, providence governs | 
all things righteouſly; and though the wicked proſper, | 
and good men are afflicted for a while, yet they will 
always have reaſon to acknowledge, That there is a re- 

ward for the righteous, and that there is a God who i 


Juages inthe earth. | 


SAL M LIS... 


TN 47 TD, in danger of being taken by ſome per- 
ſons whom Saul had ſent to his houſe for that 


purpoſe, repreſents to the Lord the great danger he 
was in; not doubting but God would deliver him 
from his enemies, reſtrain their malice, and make | 
them examples to all the world. The hiſtory which | 
gave occaſion to this pſalm, is contained in the nine- 


teenth chapter of the firſt book of Samuel. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HAT we may improve by the reading of this | 

pſalm, it is proper to make theſe two reffections. 
I. That David's prayers were heard, and that provi- 
dence furniſhed him with means of eſcaping the fury | 
of Saul, who ſought his life; from whence we learn, 
that the prayers of the faithful, and their confidence 
II. It is to be obſerved, | 


in God, is never in vain. 
that what David fays in this pſalm againſt his ene- 


mies, was not ſpoken out of a principle of hatred | 
but being perſecuted unjuſtly, and | 


or revenge; 


his cauſe being that of God, he might, as a pro- 
phet, denounce the divine judgments againſt them, 
However. | 


Vol 


However, it is not lawful for any private perſon to 
make the like prayers. All we are allowed to do 


Sher men treat us with malice and injuſtice, is to 


eep within the bounds of that meekneſs — in 
he goſpel, to return good for evil, and wait * * 
ience for the divine ae. | 5 


in LX. 


= K ING David deſcribes in this pſalm, the wars 


f this pſalm. 


and calamities to which the Iſraelites had been 
xpoſed, and the victories and deliverances that God 
ad granted them. In the eighth chapter of the ſe- 
ond book of Samuel, we learn what was the occaſion 


| RxrLlLECTIONS. 


HE firſt thing we vbſetve in this pſalm is, that 
king David lays before God the Hiſeries which 
ad befallen the Iſraelites; which teaches us, that 
hen nations are expoſed to war, and other public ca- 


4 amities, God is the diſpenſer of them, to chaſtiſe and 
humble chem. II. David celebrates the power and 


goodneſs of God, who had aſſiſted his people, and 
given them the victory over their enemies. Thus is 
od veconciled with men, after he has afflicted them; 
nd in particular, diſappoints the plots and contrivan- 


. es of the enemies of his church. Laſtly, This pſalm 
Faches us, that the ſtrength and aſſiſtance of man is 
Hut vanity, and that there is none but the Lord who 
an help and deliver us in our diſtreſs, and in whbn) 
e may ſafely and perfectly confide. 


PSALM LXI. 


HIS is a pſalm of prayer, and full of comfort. 
In it David prays the Lord to take him into his 
Vol, II. pro- 


* 
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protection; and expreſſes the greateſt joy and grati 


tude under the ſenſe of God's s favour, and the' hope 


a> 14 * 747 
r= Jn 11 


— — ar 


1 N this wn we ſee David groaning neat 

upon the Lord for help ; but at the ſame time, we 
fee bim full of joy. and eanfidence:. Such are the diſ- 
poſitions of all thoſe that fear God : they implore his 


aſſiſtance when any dangers threaten them, and make 
him their ſecure refuge. But at the ſame time, their 


confidence in him is unſfraken and conſtant, and they 


rejoice in full aſſurance of his favour; and a- ſenſe of | 
his goodneſs; ſaying with the prophet; whatever their 
condition be, O God, thou haſt heard my deſires; thou | 


haſt given me the heritage of thoſe that fear thy name: 


wherefore I will ſing praiſe: unto, thy name Freer and 


Will dgily perform my vows, 


PSALM LXII. + 


1 AVID teſtifies; that his Oinfidenee in God 


made him perfectly eaſy. II. He ſhews, that 
we ought not to truſt in men, nor in worldly goods 
but in God alone, who is the Lord of all things, and 

the Judge of all men. 


Rrrilzerioxs. 


D A Y ID teaches us, by his example, I. That 

the true and only way to enjoy uninterrupted 
peace and tranquillity of mind, is to truſt in God alone; 
and that when we depend upon him, we fear nothing 
that men can do to us. II. Thar it is great blindnels 
to truſt in men, who are vanity itſelf; to ſet our heart 
upon the good things of this world, or become proud 


and haughty when we abound in them, Laſtly, He 
declare: 


9 Sw WW... 7 

177 IN G David being perſecuted, and flying into 

the wilderneſs of Judab, as we read in the twen- 
y third chapter of the firſt boot of Sammel, offers up 
to God the prayer contained in this pſalm, wherein he 
declares, that he deſired nothing ſo earneſtiy as to be 
in the houſe of the Lord, and that the ſchſi of God's 
goodneſs filled him with unſpeakable joy; nd a con- 
fidence not to be ſhaken by all the attempts of his 
enemies. 82.21 Ng 1215 


REFLECTIONS. 
J. 'F HE ardent zeal with which David, when a 
- fugitive and perſecuted, deſired to enjoy, the. 
preſence of the Lord in his Holy tabernkcls; Thew$, 
that whilſt we are ſtrangers and ſojburnets in this world, 
there is nothing we ought more earneſtly to deſire, 
than to ſerve God, to praife him in his houſe, and to 
behold his fate one day in heaven. II. The comfort, 
joy and confidence, which David gives ſuch extraor- 
dinary proofs of in this pſalm, moſt evidently ihew, 
that the ſenſe of the grace and love of God produces 
unſpeakable joy and ſatisfaction in the hearts of the 
faithful, even when they are moſt affficted; that they 
fear no evil whilſt they are under his protection, and 
that nothing can difturb or rob them of their peace. 
It therefore we deſire to attain true happineſs, we muſt. 
ſeek it in God alone, that he may be our comfort and 
joy. + | 8 1 
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PSALM LXIV. 


HE pſalmiſt entreats God to defend him from 


the fubtilty and cruelty of his enemies, and 
foretels their ruin, which he ſays will be manifeſt to 
all. 
| REFLECTIONS. 


E fee here, how the wicked often make uſe of 
artifice and deceit to ſucceed in their deſigns, 
and to deſtroy the innocent; but that God rves 
thoſe that call upon him and truſt in him, from the 
ſnares that are laid for them, and turns the devices of 
their enemies to their own confuſion, This is a doc- 


trine which ought to fill the righteous with joy and 


confidence, and engage us to adore the goodneſs, wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of the Lord, in his proceedings both 
with good and bad men. | 


PSALM IXV. 


HIS pſalm has two parts. In the firſt, Da- 

vid ſpeaks of the ſpiritual bleſſings which God 
granted to thoſe that worſhipped him in Sion; and in 
the ſecond, of the temporal bleſſings which God be- 
ſtowed upon the children of 1/rael ; and particularly, 
of the fruitfulneſs of the land of Canaan. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE two parts of this pſalm contain chiefly theſe 


two inſtructions: I. That as God was formerly 
worſhipped in Sion, and there hearkned to the prayers 
that were offered up to him, he now dwells in his 
church, and receives favourably the defires of all thoſe 
that call upon him, pardons their ſins, and poureth 
his benefits upon them. This ſhould ä 
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how happy we are in being members of the church of 


God, Ky in the number of thoſe whom he has choſen," 
and for whom he has prepared thoſe comforts of infi- 
nite price, which fefreſn the ſoul, and produce that 
fulneſs of Joy which David here expreſſes. II. The 
next inſtruction is, that God governs the world by his 
power; and particularly, that he provides men with 
the neceſſaries of this life, by making the land fruit- 
ful, and cauſing it to produce bread for our ſuſtenance. 
Theſe reflections ſhould convince us of our obligation 
to celebrate and praiſe his name, and to thank him, 
as the author of all the good things we emay, and 
gratefully n them to his glory. 


PSALM LXVL 


HIS is an exhortation to celebrate the divine 

power, and the deliverances God had granted 
his people, in bringing them out of Egypt, and 
ſeveral other occaſions. The prophet praiſes God af- 
terwards for the favours he had received from him; 
and calls upon all good men to join their praiſes with 
his, and to learn, by his example, to truſt . 
and to fear him more and more. . 


REFLECTIONS... 


HIS palm 2 1. To e A 
wer — ry of God, which appear parti- 
1 the * he has done in all ages for his 
ch both under the old and new teſtament. II. 
We learn here, that God, to try the faithful, deli- 


vers them up ſometimes to the power of the wicked, 


and cauſes them to paſs through fire and water ; that 
is, expoſes them to trials and dangers ;' that he pro- 
reeds thus with them to prove them, and to purity 
em; but that at laſt he delivers them, and grants 

| G 3 them 
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them eſt. UL The example pf the prophet teaches 
that when God — deliyered us from any dang — 


er, we 


ſhoyld thank bim. e it, declare his W and ſtir 
| him bo 
al. char 75 ould hi ache mis Has. — 


promiles, be made to — In our diſtreſs. FG 5 
ought, ta, take great notice of theſe words of the plal. in 
miſt; F 7 N iniguily in my heart, ,tbe Lord will of 
not bear me. They teach us, that God does not re- I ft. 
cCeive the. prayers of the wicked; and that if we deſiſe I wa 
he ſhould; [bear us, our heart ought to he upright. and to 
ſincere before him; and that we ſhould, ſincerely. and WW ver 


inviolably adhere to his W and the ' 
MN orſhip, promoting do- 


PS ATL M LXVII. V 


HE people of 1/raet ' pray God to bleſs them, iſ of 
and to grant that all ho n in A r world mi 


may praiſe and adore him. , 7 | = 
| o iu IX 
ReyLooTions pſa 


Ts pſalm engages vs to theſe two duties: I. £ 
We are to look upon the bleſſing of God as the | fo 
ſource of all temporal and ſpiritual good things, that fiſt 
may contribute to our happineſs; and to pray conti- dey 
nually to him in the words of the prophet, ſaying, pla 
God be merciſul unta us, and bleſs us, aud caltſt his face tho 
10 Hine upon us. II. We mult offer up this prayer, {or 
not only for ourſelves, but for all people; that God Kir 
would make himſelf known to them, and that his 1 0 
name may be praiſed by all nations. This prayer | 8 
ſuits us ſtill better than it did the Fetus, ſince under Ye! 
the goſpel diſpenſation the nations of the earth were to e 
be — in with the knowledge of God, and enrich- . 
ed Web: his Wy en 1 Jeſus. 
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AV {1Droebrates the Lind) which 

he had been pleaſed to give proofs of, by der 
ſtroying the enemies of his people, by leading them 
in the wilderneſs, and by bridgitg meln into the land 
of Canaan, where that people eryoyed perfect . — 
rity under the divine This pſabm, 
was Jung utien the ark of the — WAS 
to Jeruſalem; wipartly prophetical; and contains ſe- 
veral things — relate to Jeſus Chriſt and his kings 


dem. bn gia vdo baotbores' | 
Revixerions. Arreſt 


E han | in general from: this pſalm, that- God 
has in all times diſplayed his power in favour 
of his people, by: protecting chem againſt their ene- 
mies, and by ſhowring down his mereies upon thery. 
This he has done for the chriſlian F as pg as 
for the children of 7 5 Nr t is ſaid. in this 
pſalm of the prote e to; mount 
Sion, againſt. the alu of then neighbouring nations, 

d coOnvingp us that the, chi wes ſhall always, 7 


thou "ta 21 ee 8 15 haſt d ui is 
for men. the oth Go 85 holy Che e. that 
kings, 5d be el at peaple,, ſhould. come and 


worlhip the. tre 2.1 be firſt of th I 
was acco \plithe ber our LISA N atq heã- 
ven; * Paul 1h WS. in che fourth, ch Japter. al oa 
epiſtl to, the Ey ans, where. he quotes this prop 

cy, and applies it to the, RR, of Jeſus;Chuiſt, 
and to * fis he beſtowed, on, his church; by his 
word 1040 l. And. 8 zcond was ful filled when 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral nations were converted by the preaching of the 

- goſpel z bur it. will be /accompliſtied- after a more per. 
Ka manner in the latter — ; and this ought to be 

the ſubject of aur re our 3 and « our thay 

gi al ger 
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ING David being . with the vios 
lence of his afflictions, does three things in this 
. : . I. He prays the Lord to have compaſſion on 
him, and to come to his aſſiſtance; and deſcribes the 
extremity he was reduced to by the hatred ard malice 
of his enemies. II. He denounces the judgments of 
God againſt them. III. He concludes 110 on with 
Oy and thankſgivings. N 70 


REFLECTIONS. 


D. I ſeems here in very great affliction, and 

in a condition almoſt paſt remedy. This exam- 
ple teaches us, that the children of God may ſome- 
times be reduced to a very deplorable ſtate; ànd in 
particular, be expoſed W he hatred and contempt of 
the world, becauſe vie of their zeal for the glory of God. 
But the prayers and thankſgivi us which David joins 
to his complaints, ben, th — the faithful in the 
midſt of their greateſt diſtreſs ſtill hope in God; that 
they call upon Em for aid and aſſiſtance with fervency, 
humility and confidence; and that not only after, but 
even before he delivers them, they praiſe him, and 
give him thanks for the help they expect to receive 
from his goodneſs. If David expreſſes himſelf as if 
he Rind Lay to deſire the puniſhment of his enemies, we 
- muſt conſider, that they are not properly imprecations 
"againſt them; they are rather predictions than wiſhes; 
and therefore what he ſays will by no means juſtify 


us in withing evil to any perſon whatſoever z or to in- 
terceed 
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terceed with God to take vengeance on thoſe who i in- 

re us. Laſtly, We are to obſerve, that David ſpeaks 
in this pſalm as a type of Jeſus Chriſt : here we ſee 
our Lord's zeal for the glory of God ; the contempt 
to which he was e © the gall and vinegar that 
was offered to him on the croſs; the fatal end of Ju- 
das; and the obſtinacy and rejection of the Feros, This 
. from the application which the apoſtles make 
in the new teftament of ſeveral paſſages of this 


plalm. 
"PSALM LXX. 


AVID be ued by his enemies, 
Diet r n 


* 
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TH1s x pſalm teaches us, that God comes to the 

help of ſuch as ate unjuſtly perſecuted; that the 
pe of the righteous in their afflictions, is ne- 
ver vain; and that the deliverances he vouchſafes 
them, gives them and all good men reaſon to * 
and celebrate his goodneſs. 


PSALM LXXI. 


ING David compoſed this pſalm in his old age, 
K and probably at the time of the rebellion of his 


Abſalom. He beſeeches God to deliver him, and 
to let him again experience the ſame goodneſs, which 


he had felt the effects of from his youth. He com- 


plains of the jnſults and cruelty of his enemies; and, 
in full aſſurance that God will protect him, he is filled 


with a holy joy, and vows to bleſs him for ever 


REFLECTIONS. 


WE may learn from hence, I. That thoſe who 
truſt in God are never confounded ; — 
y 
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t take 4 ta him, 
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von Fo 
have the ſame . 8 diſcovers, 
19 1 | 10 e e = 
1 e rat 4 aled to mind pp 
1 8 in time paſt; 0 
. WER the nen i the oa - 
enge. U 
the w le 0 een fo: n * meditation, — 
meet with occaſipns of joy —_ ratitude, and motives 
— comfort and confidence for the time to come; which 
wore. eſpecially the duty of thoſe perfons 
54, David, ate inan advanced age. III. It is t 
duty of thoſe who have been expoſed to great afflictions, 
and whom God has happily Udtivertd, to join with 
his holy ꝑrophet in admiring and celebrating the * 
neſs. 0 ae towards / <cuky ig \ © God, a 
Is like 7 6p t ＋ "Thou which, ha Jed me Sn * 
ſore. troubles, aſt. quickned me again, and beau 4 2 
again Jrom tbe depths a tbe earth, . Thus 
Who enjoy To many mercies, ang ęſpecially IK 
graces, to bleſs his holy name in allthings, and never 


ceale to publiſh che wonders of his love. 
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4 \ HIS pl» was compoled. 2 1 
made In it David 198 gieh 


ian. Solomon. — and,. ri ſneſs 

neceſſary for him, to enable LEED 1 pot 
We have here lik wiſe a Ne bir A 1 To glory 
extent of Salemons kingdom, and of the happineſs his 


cy 


MEE would <P under him. 
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FHF {RB qre-:989. things to he; Hdered on this 

keene + He Prayers that David made tor, the 
proſperity. of Selamen, teach us, Ag and peo: 
ple qught to deſize t. G, as 4 ching of che greateſt 
conſequence, that he would grant to gcheſe that rule 
over kingdoms, juſtice, wiſdom, clemency, and all 


other virtues that, ate: necsſſary o hem: And that 
in order to ſecure the happineſs and good government 


ot a people, ãt is not ſufficient chat the hab la po 


erful prince, and lite in plenty; cut juſtice ſnould 
adminiſtered among them, the awoked ſhould be pu⸗ 
niſhed, and the rigiteous and imocent protected. I 
Ic is to be obſervad, that moſt of itlie things . 
oned in this palm, agtee more perfectly to the king 
dom of our Lord. chan to that of Salomon; ſince 28 
Chriſt was to be chat glorious king, who was to bring 
the moſt diſtant people into ſubjection, whole king: 
dom was to laſt to the end of the world, and under 
whoſe government men were to enjoy a compleat hap- 
pineſs, and be filled: with the choiceſt bleſſings of heas 
ven. We have therefore in this pſalm the deſcription 
of our on happinaſs; which ſhould put into our 
mouths the 'pratſes: With which Deuid concludes this 
ſong: Nleſſed be ue tra God, the Gndiof Iſrael, who 
as, 45 wondrons z bing. And bleſſed be bis glorious 
name for tuer': che lle whole earth be filled with 
biz glory; Auen and amen. C3 seattle 0.4 
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84 Þ E repteſents in this pſalmi, that Selg the 
proſperity of the wicked, and the ſad condition 
of good men, he had been very much ſtaggered by 


the 
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the temptation; but that after he hag « conſidered the 
ways of the Lord, he diſcovered, that the proſperity of 
the wicked leads them to eternal miſery z from whence 
he concludes, that all his happineſs conſiſted in cleav- 
ing to the Lord only. This pſalm ought to be care; 
fully conſidered for the infiruSoas ond pious ſentis 
ments contained 1 in e. 1 


922 - 4 \ 
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HIS palm teaches us how we ought to j 8 of 

the proſperity of the wicked, and afflictions of 
the righteous. We ought never to believe that wick. 
ed men, who live in mirth and plenty in this world, 
and who enjoy all their wiſhes, are truly happy ; of 
chat the righteous, becauſe they are afflicted, ſerve 
God in vain. Aſaph has taught us, that to reſiſt this 
temptation, which is a very dangerous one, we muſt 
meditate upon the word of God, and the ways of 
providence 3 that then we ſhall find, that the felicity 
of worldly men is vain and of ſhort duration; and 
that they are ſet in ſlippery places, from whence they 
fall ſuddenly, If we add to theſe conſiderations what 
the goſpel has 'revealed concerning the condition of 
and bad men after this life, we ſhall never be 
ſtaggered, either at the 3 flouriſhing ſtate of 
the ungodly, or the ſufferings of the righteous; and 
inſtead of being tempted to forſake the fear of the 
Lord, we ſhall cleave to him more and more, hy a 
lively faith, and by ſuch ſentiments of love and con- 
fidence,' as "Afaph expreſſes, when he ſays, I am con- 
tinually with thee ; thou haſt holden me by my right hand; 
thou ſhalt guige mp * counſel, and afterward re- 
ceive me to gary. have I in heaven but thee ? 
And there is none upon earth that I defire befides thee. 
i is good for me to draw near to Ged. | 
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PSALM LXXIV. 


N this , which was compoſed upon occafion 
of the deſtruction of the temple of Feruſalem, the 
church of the Jetus does two : I. It ſpeaks of 
the deſtruction and burning of the temple; and the me- 
lancholy ſtate which it was reduced to in its captivity, 
being deprived of the tokens of the covenant of God, 
and of his favour. II. That church implores the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the almighty, and is comforted with the 

conſideration of the deliverances he had formerly grant- 
ed to his people, and the proofs he gives of his om- 
in the order of the world, and the general 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pſalm engages us to make theſe four prin- 
cipal reflections, 1. That the church has been 
in all ages expoſed to perſecution ; and therefore we 
ht not to wonder, if the chriſtian church has been, 
and ſtill is, ſometimes perſecuted. II. That as God, 
to puniſh the Jets for their abuſe of his ſervice, had 
ſuffered their temple to be burnt, and them to be led 
into captivity by idolators ; for the ſame reaſons he 
has often delivered his church into the hands of per- 
ſecutors, and deprived nations of the benefit of his 
word, and removed their candleſtick ; but when he 
thus afflicts his church, his deſign is to chaſtiſe it, to 
try it and to purify it. III. The third reflection is, 
that when God appears the moſt provoked with his 
people, he does not quite forſake them, but always 
remembers his covenant, and delivers them at laſt by 
his power and goodneſs. Thus it has always hap- 
pened, as the Fews particularly experienced, when 
God delivered them from the Babyloniſp captivity, and 
they rebuilt the temple of Jeruſalem, the deſtruction 
| | ot 
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110 
of which is lamented in this pſalm. Laſtly, As the 


prophet was griey the deflation of the temple, 
2 the calamidich the Jews, , aa moſt devoutly 


prayed for their; reſtorationz,,o/chriſtiang qughe to 
ſenſibly. affected. with the misfortungs of the church 
e to. pray eee om its eee er 
Ferit). ere ce: 0 20 
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HE fiche babe which is probably 
David, 


he had eſtabliſned him in his ki 3 and he vo 
to govern t righteouſiy, and to fs che wicked; 


he ſhews likewiſe, that it is God who diſpoſes all 


things, who raiſes ſome, and abaſes others; ahd who, 
as judge of the world, n the wicked, and Pro- 


vad good\ mens; t. 655 12 21 % 


1 ; 
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T HE inſtructions we meet with in this pſalm a are 
I. That it is God who eſtabliſhes and ſtrengthens 
kings, and gives peace to their dominions. II. That 
it is the duty of kings and princes, and in general of 
all magiſtrates, to exerciſe juſtice, to reſtrain the wick- 
ed and the proud, and to protect the innocent. III. 
That we muſt not be lifted up in proſperity, nor 
make an ill uſe of power. IV. Phat the exahation 
and abaſement of men proceed from God, who by 


his providence. governs the world” with wiſdom. and 


juſtice. And laſtly, that God referves a juſt and ſe- 
vere puniſhnient for the wicked, but that he always 
gives proofs of his favour to mes men, 
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praiſes God, chat" after divers trbubles 
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Nag is a fr : of Hal N me grear” 
Victory 00 0 Had Ming his people; 
apd an ee to none: the pd! wer and. ina: 
jel of ea ES 8 as 
11 511 nn R B F OH OM Se | 
br L* this pfüm we Have a magnificent! deſeri don of 
the —— God diſpſa yed ini behalf of his 

Ks? people nel Whew they were affaulted'by powerful 
and formidable enetries. From whence we may oon 
; WM clude; that as God is always che ſamet he will do for 
all bis church as he has always done; and therefore, that 
ho, we need not fear gither the wrath or power of men. 
ro- All true believers may have the ſame confidence in the 
divine love and protection; which ſhould engage us to 
+ I pay our vous · and ſervices to the great God, and to re- 
vere his infinite Power, as the prophet does here ex- 


fag: dort us. 4 4 
re 3 
ens ' * 8 A 1 M LXXVIL. 

hat 7 
lof HE pfalmiſt hew deſeribes- the a of 
ck- his afflictions, and the conflicts he had en- 


II. dured in himſelf; being even afraid that God had re- 
nor jected him for ever. It. He repreſents like wiſe, how 
jon be was comforted in that condition by meditating 
by ¶ upon the mercy of the Lord, upon his promiſes, aud 
and upon the wonders __ had un 8 for che 
ſe· | people of /raeh - | | 


"on REFLECTIONS, 
T HERE are two things to be conſidered i in this 
M palm, which are particularly adapted to perſons 


in affliction, I. The ſighs and complaints of the pro- 
phet 
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phet ſhew, that perſons who are otherwiſe acceptable 
to God are ſometimes in extream anguiſh, and have 
great conflicts in themſelves, and are deprived of the 
actual ſenſe of God's grace to ſuch a degree, that God 


ſeems to have forſaken them, and withdrawn his love 


from them. II. Thoſe who paſs through ſuch trials 
may learn from hence, that the way not to ſink under 
their 
the firmneſs of his covenant, and the marks he has 


given, at divers times, of his love and protection to 


his people, and to all his faithful ſervants. But chriſ- 
tians have ſtill motives of comfort, when they 
reflect upon God's love manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and all that our great redeemer has ſuffered in body 
and ſoul for our redemption, and to bring about our 
reconciliation with God, 1115 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


HIS hiſtorical pſalm is an abridgment of the. 
hiſtory of the children of Jrael, and of the fa- 


vours which God had to that people ; of their 
various fins, and of the puniſhments inflicted upon 
them by God; and in particular, of what befel them 
when they were conquered, and the ark of the cove- 
nant was taken by the Philiſtines, in the time of Eli 
the high-prieſt. This hiſtory begins at the departure 
out of Egypt, and reaches to the reign of king David ; 
at which time, the ark which had been before at Shi- 
lob, and then at Kirjathjearim, was brought to Feru- 
_- where the ſervice of God was afterwards eſta- 
liſhed. 


REFLECTION 5s. 


THERE are four things eſpecially to be re- 
marked in the hiſtory of the Run, 
whic 


grief, is to meditate on God's infinite mercy, 
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which we here have an abridgment of. I. God's 
kindneſs to that nation, and the , miracles he. had 
wrought for them in Ep, in the wilderneſs, and 
in the land, of Canaan. II. The ingratitude of the 
Iſraelites, their frequent murmurings againſt. God, 
and their inſenſibility under his chaſtiſements and 
long ſuffering. III. The puniſhment which God in- 
flicted on them for their rebellion and infidelity, 
giving them up into the hand of their enemies; and 
in particular of the Philiſtines, who uered them 
and the ark of the covenant. IV. The deli- 
verance Which God vouchſafed the 7fraclites; pu- 
niſhing the Pbiliſtines, bringing the ark back into 
the land of Hrael, and ſome time after ſettling David 
on the throne. This pſalm, which was written for 
the inſtruction of the //aelites, ſhould likewiſe ſerve 
for outs, and may teach us, 1. That we ought care- 
fully to preſerve the remembrance of God's mercies ; 
and that it is the duty of parents to teach them to 
their children' and their poſterity. 2, That the mer- 
cies of God engage us to love and fear him; and 
that if the Fews became guilty before God, by their 
ſins and frequent rebellions, our ingratitude would 
be ſtill more heinous, if, after all that God has done 
for us, we ſhould prove faithleſs. 3. The judg- 
ments which fell upon the eus, inform us, that 
God cannot leave thoſe ſins unpuniſhed, which are 

committed by perſons who have received t fa- 
vours from him; and that if we imitate the Jews 
in their rebellion, we have reaſon to expect the moſt 
dreadful effects of God's wrath and vengeance. 
Laſtly, The judgments of God upon the enemies 
of his people, and the favours he beſtowed on them, 
after he had afflicted them, ſhould convince us, that 
God cannot negle& to promote his own glory, and 
will for ever be the ſupport and defender of his 


church. 
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PSALM LXXIX. 


HE Fews complain in this plain, chat the ido- 

- laters had deſtroyed the city and temple of 
Fans; and beſeech God to be reconciled with 
his people, and to puniſh the blaſphemies and Tom: 
ties of their-enctfiies;: u 


1 f 1 


- REFLECTIONS. 


(XX JE are here to conſider, I. The def plorable ſtate 
JV ; the, Jews, were reduced to, = God deli- 
vere their 1. and temple to the fury of the Baby: 
lonians. _. This afflicted people acknowledge, that 
their ſins had provoked the wrath of God. To the 
_ famecauſe we may aſcribe the evils and calamities, with 
which God viſits, men, and particularly his church; 
and we have here a memorable inſtance to prove chat 
God does not ſpare-thoſe who are received into cove- 
nant with him, when they break it; and that he pu- 
niſhes them ſometimes with great ſeverity. II. This 
pſalm teaches us likewiſe, that when the church is 
perſecuted, we Thould implore the mercy. of God in 
its behalf, and endeavour to turn away his wrath 
by our repentance, III. As the Fews hoped God would 
take vengeance for his ſervants blood, and would deli- 
ver them for the glory of his name, leſt the idolaters 
ſhould, inſult and blaſpheme, we ought firmly to be- 
lieve, that God is engaged by his own glory to ſet 
bounds to the malice ef perſecutors, and in general 
to reſtrain the malice of the ungodly, and thoſe who 
provoke him. | 


PSALM LXXX. 


HE Iſraelites repreſent the extreme deſolation 
they were reduced to; they intreat the Lord 
to come to their deliverance, and to remember the 
covenant he had made with his people; and they 
promiſe to turn unto him, and to bleſs his holy 


name. 


REFLEc- 


PS'AL M LXXX, LXXXI. 4 2s 
. REFLECTIONS. 
HERE are theſe three things 


Jes, who were the people of God, the ſheep of his 
paſture, and the vineyard which he himſelf had 
planted, and cultivated with care, was ex- 
poſed to ſo terrible a deſolation as is here deſcribed z 
the ſufferings of the chriſtian church ſhould not ſur- 
prize us, eſpecially ſince Jeſus Chriſt has foretold 
it ſhould be perſecuted. 
that in a time of calamity and ſuffering we mult ap- 
ply to God to be reſtored to his favour ; and that 
the true way to put a ſtop to his wrath is, to be con- 
verted, and never more to depart from him. Laſtly, 
What is ſaid in this pſalm, may be applied to the 
havock which wickedneſs and impiety uſually make 
in the church, when it enjoys peace and temporal 
proſperity; and believers have not leſs reaſon ta be- 
ſeech God to ſanctify and defend it againſt its ſpiri- 


tual enemies, than to pray that he would ſecure it 


againſt perſecutors, who ſzek to deſtroy it. 


- PSA L M' LXXXIL. 

HIS pſalm was deſigned as a pſalm of praiſe 

to God in the feaſts which the Jets kept, the 
firſt day of every month. God ſpeaks to his people, 
and reproaches them, that notwithſtanding he had 
bleſſed them, and given them his law, they were 
fallen into rebellion. The Lord teſtifies his earneſt 
deſire that this people ſhould obey him; to the end 
that lie might ſhower down his bleſſings upon them. 


:: REFLECTIONS. 
. T HIS pſalm ſhould excite us to praiſe God, 
and to pay him our homage in a moſt zealous 

and ſolemn manner. This duty does not leſs con- 
cern chriſtians than the Jews z and if God beſtowed 
conſiderable fayours on 1 Jeus; by bringing them 
: 2 out 


to be obſerved” 
in this pſalm, I. The firſt is, that if the /ae- 


II. The next reflection is, 


; * 83 
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out of Egypt, and giving them his law; he ha MW a 
done incomparably greater things for us, in redeem: MW ji 
ing us by Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, and giving us the 
knowledge of his goſpel. II. God here declares, in 
the moſt cledr and expreſs manner, that he is always 
diſpoſed to load men with his favours ; that he offers 
them his grace; that he deſires nothing; but their 
welfare and ſal vation; and that if men are miſerable, 
it is only becauſe they will not. hear his voice, but 
wilfully harden their hearts. What God ſays in this 
pſalm, teaches us likewiſe, that when men refuſe to 
hearkenito him, and chooſe to follow their own in- 
clinations rather than obey him, he gives them up 
to their own hardneſs, and deprives them of the "| 
effects of his love. % ht - ci | 
PSA 1M :LXXXIL., .' — 
HIS is a grave remonſtrance, addreſſed to Po 
| magiſtrates and judges. The prophet repre- ſ anc 
ſents to them, that God. was in the midſt of them, MW exp 
and exhorts them to exefcife juſtice with uprightneſs, II. 
and tells them, that though they were in authority, 
they were but; mortal men; and that God, who-wa 
the judge of the world, would judge them, and 
render to them according to their works. 18 


- N. , 


= REFLECTIONS. | 

'T U.DG ES, magiſtrates, and all that are in autho- 
oJ.. rity, ought to improve by the ſubject of this 
pſalm: and remember, that God having eſtabliſhed 
them for the adminiſtration of juſtice, is preſent 
at their judgments ; that it is therefore their duty to 
do right to every one, without reſpe& of perſons; 
and above all, to protect the weak and innocent when 
oppreſſed, For which reaſon; they ought to re- 
member, that althongh they are ſet above others, yet 
they muſt die one day like all the reſt of m— . 
4 L an | 


FSA L M LENXUI, EXXXIV. 
and that then they ſhall appear before the We- 
mo to _ an account of their. actions. 


PS ALM LXXXIII. 1122 


Sa of the neighbouring nations being 4 
825 ed together to make war againſt the //raelites, 
the prophet entreats the Lord to deſtroy: thoſe: na- 
tions, as he had formerly deſtroyed che _ that 
A the children of . 


Reriecrions, 


\H E contents of this pſalm engage us to con- 

ſider, I. That as God formerly permitted the 
people bordering upon the Hraelites to unite them- 
ſelves againſt them, he ſuffers allo, for wiſe and Juſt 
reaſons, . that his church at ſome times ſhould be ex- 
poſed to the aſſaults of, a great number of powerful 
and formidable enemies; and that the juſt ſhould be 
expoſed to the contradiction and malice of the world. 
II. That God, by his infinite power, has always de- 
feated the contrivances of thoſe” who ſeck the ruin of 


his church; and that all the united ſtrengt 15 n 


can prevail nothing againſt 1 it, nor againſt thoſe om 
he laves, ane: tavours with his Protection. 7 


7 K SAL M ILXXXIV. 1 


HE prophet being removed from the taber- 

nacle, fervently defires to come near it; he ce- 
lebrates with devout tranſports the happineſs of thoſe 
that could go into it at all times, and declares he 
would prefer that happineſs | before all the advantages 
of the world. It is probable king David offered up 
this prayer to God, when his ſon Ab/alom's, rebellion 
N him to depart from Jeruſalem. 5 ä 
91 | H 3 
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REFLECTIONS. 


L7 HAT is chiefly to be conſidered here is, the 
tender and ſincere regard which the faithful 
bear to the ſervice of God. The fervent regard that 
David here expreſſes. for the tabernacle, and for the 
altar of God, teaches us, that there is nothing we 
ought to wiſh with ſo much earneſtneſs, 'as to ſerve 
God, and to praiſe him; that this is the greateſt hap- 
pineſs and comfort we can enjoy in this life ; that it 
is an advantage preferable to all the riches and glories 
of the world, ſince the Lord will give grace and glory; 
and will withhold no good thing from them that wall 
uprighily. Laſtly, We are to make this reflection on 
this pſalm; that if the children of God thus deſire to 
praiſe him, and to ſerve him in this world, they 
. aſpire, with ſtill greater ardour, to ſee his face in 
heaven, and to praiſe him for ever in the aſſembly 
of the ſaints. 4 | 


PSALM LXXXV. 


T* E Iſraelites having been delivered from ſome 
L great calamity, return thanks to God for being 
reconciled to them, pray him to compleat their re- 
ſtoration, promiſe in violable fidelity, and hope that 
he will ſnower down his bleſſings upon them. 
4 REFLECTIONS. 
N this pſalm we have two principal inſtructions: 
I. That God makes men, and ſometimes his own 
people and his church, feel the effects of bis wrath 
for the puniſhment of their ſins; and that the end 
which he propoſes by it is, to recover men from their 
errors. II. That when he ſees men humbled, he is 
reconciled with them, and is always ready to deliver 
9 A them 
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them that fear him, and to beſtow on them his 
choiceſt bleſſings, both temporal and ſpiritual. 
PSALM IXXXVI. 
4V I D, in great affliction, with fervent zeal and 
firm confidence, calls upon the Lord; begs of 
him above all things grace to know and fear him, and 
to walk in his ways; and beſeeches him to deliver 


him from his enemies, according to his mercy and 
promiſes. | 


AD. 


RtrLECTIONS. 


HIS prayer, and the example of king David, 
ſhould excite and encourage thoſe who are in 
affliction and diſtreſs to call upon God for help, with 
profound humility, and firm confidence in his mercy 
and power; beſeeching him, not only to deliver them 
from the evils which preſs ſore upon them, but, above 
all, to give them grace to pleaſe and obęy him, as 
David did in this prayer : Teach me thy way, O Let ö 
Iwill walk in thy truth : Unite my heart to fear thy 
name. We ought likewiſe, in our troubles, to medi- 
tate upon God's infinite goodneſs, and conſider, that 
be is full of tompaſſion, and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and plenteons in mercy and truth, and always ready to 
give tokens of -his favour to thoſe that ſerve him. 
This will ſupport us under all our trials, fill us with 
joy and conſolation, and afford us, even in the midlt 
of trouble, reaſon to praiſe and bleſs him. 


"PSALM ILXxXxXVI. 


\ H E- prophet deſcribes the glory of Jeruſalem, 

and of Sion, and foretels, that all the nations 

ſhould admire the happineſs of that city, and of the 
people wed i and deſire to be partakers of it. 


Wy 'ReeLec- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pſalm, which deſcribes the glory of the 

Ifrazlites, is ſtill better ſuited ' to the chriſtian 
church. The holy Ghoſt foretels therein; - that the 
pagans, and the. moſt diſtant nations, ſhould be one 
day admitted, into the divine covenant, and number. 
ed among the worſhippers of the true God. This js 
our happineſs, through the.coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and for this we ought to return continual 
thanks to God, | 


PSALM LXXXVIIL - 7 


H E prophet, who compoſed this pſalm, ſeems 

to be in the deepeſt affliction, and almoſt de- 
pron of all conſolation. He repreſents therein the 
iolence and the continuance of his ſufferings,” and 
the terrors which diſcompoſed his mind ; and com- 
fe that God did not hear him, tho' he called upon 
im with great fervency. * | | 


REerFrtcrTIONS. 


T HE reading and meditating on this pſalm is 
very proper for the comfort and inſtruction of 
thoſe that are overwhelmed with deep ſorrow. The 
condition of the prophet, who ſpeaks here, may con- 
vince them, that the ſaints have undergone the like 
trials; that they have been, as, it were, forſaken and 
deprived of all comfort, ſo that for a conſiderable 
time, God ſeemed to purſue them in his wrath, and 


{ſcourge them ſeverely, Wherefore, thoſe that fear 


God ſhould not Joſe courage When they are ; expoſed 
to outward afflictions, and even inwardly, troubled 
for want of comfort, and by the torrors they feel in 
their ſoul, But they ought to repreſent to God their 
ſad condition, wait with patience for his —— 
FEB | _ 


PS A LM. LXXXIX. 121 
and remember likewiſe, that anguiſh of ſpirit does 
not hinder God from beholding them in his mercy. 
This we are more certainly afſyred-of,- by the derrora 
which out Lord felt in his ſoul at the time of his 
paſſion,' than by the example of the prophet, who 

t Ho 4 FRET 
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ſpeaks in this palm. 
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T HIS pfalm was compoſed at a time when: 
people ef God were in affliction and calamity. 
The prophet her deſcribes the majeſty, power, and 
goodneſs of the Lord; which appeared in delivering 
the children of Hrael, when he brought them out of 
Eyypt; and in the covenant he made with David, 
promiſing to'eſtabliſh his throne to himſelf and his 
poſterity. He next repreſents, that, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe- promiſes, the kingdom df Judab was at 
that time in great deſolation, being deſpoiled of its 
glory, and delivered into the hands of its enemies; 
and implores the compaſſjon of the Lord. 

ah ie 8 + 2 ban 41 0 © Al 1 
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I. HE reading this pſalm ſhould animate us 
I VWith an holy zeal to declare the loving - kind: 
neſs of the Lord, his power and faithfulneſs, which 
appear in the creation and government of the world. 
and in the wonders he has done, not only for the 
children of Iſrael, but alſo in behalf of the chriſtian 
church. II. We are to obſerve in this pſalm, that 
nations are perfectly happy when God favours them 
with his wholſome preſence, and is : himfelf. their 
buckler, their ſtrength, and their. glory. III. What 
is. here ſaid of the promiſes made to David and his 
poſterity, and the deplorable condition which the 
deſcendants: of that prince were reduced to,. ſhews, 
that God protects kings and nations whilſt they con- 
tinue 
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tinue faithful to him; but when they break his cove- 
nant, he withdraws his protection from them; that, 
nevertheleſs he does pot forſake them entirely, and 
chaſtiſes them only for their converſion, and to bring 
them to himſelf. IV. We muſt remember, that the 
covenant, which God had made with David, and the 
promiſes, with which he had engaged to eſtabliſh his 
throne and his poſterity: for ever, related to the Meſ. 
fiah; and that it was verified in the kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which will ſubſiſt to all eternity, 
Laſtly, Under all our afflictions, whether general or 
particular, we ought, with the prophet, humbly to 
entreat the Lord to aſſiſt us, to remember his cove- 
nant, and to conſider our unworthineſs, ſince we are 
only weak and mortal creatures before him, and have 
nothing to expect but from his power and goodneſs. 
Here ends the Third Book of Pſalms. 
18 2 PS ALM XC. 
O R the right underſtanding of this pſalm, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that when the children of 
* were in the wilderneſs, God, provoked with 
heir murmuring and infidelity, declared, that all 
thoſe who came out of Egypt above the age of 
twenty years, ſhould die in the wilderneſs within the 
ſpace of forty years, and ſhould not enter into the 
land of Canaan, as appears from the fourteenth chap- 
tet of Numbers. It was upon that occaſion, and at 
the time when abundance of the people died, that 
Moſes made this prayer to God. In it he deſcribes 
the vanity and miſeries of human life; acknowledges 
that the ſins of the Iſraelites had kindled the wrath 
of God againſt. them, and made their days be ſo much 
ſhortened, and was the reaſon why thoſe who came 


out · of Egypt in their full ſtrength, waxed not _ 
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He beſeeches God to give his people grace to make 
a good uſe of his corrections, ſeriouſly conſider 
the vanities of this life. Laſtly, He begs God to re- 
turn with his favour, and prays him to "be reconciled 
with his people. W f . 7 
r of 
RzFLEGCTIONS. 27 | 
Ps pſalm preſents us with ſeveral very wholſortle 
inſtructions. I. We here learn, that God, who 
is the Creator of the world, and has given men life, 
makes them, when he pleaſes, return to duſt ; that 
life- is ſhort, and is ſoon away, and is more- 


over attended with many troubles and afflictions. 


II. We are to conſider, that as the 'tebellion of tlie 


Iſraelites expoſed” them to the wrath of God, and 


to death in the wilderneſs, ſo the miſeries of this life, 
and death itſelf, are the conſequences: of fin; but, 
to the children of God, death” is an effect of his 
love, and a means which he makes uſe of to procure 
their happineſs. III. Moſes teaches us, that the uſe 


ve ought to make of our knowledge of the ſhortneſs 


of this life, is to learn from thence to become wiſe, 
and fear God, and by, prayer to apply to him, that 
whilſt we remain in this world, he would be pleaſed 
always to grant. us his grace, and make us at all times 
feel the effects of his bounty, that we may paſs this 
life in peace and happineſs. Laſtly, The conſidera- 
tion of the vanities of the preſent life, ſhould raiſe 
our thoughts to the expectation of a better, and make 
us aſpire after that immortality which is prepared for 
us in the heavens, and has been an * us s by 
Jeſus Chriſt our. Lord. 


FN S A L M XC. 
HIS palm is an ;"excellent deſcriptio 


n of the 


protection with which God favours thoſe who 
fear 
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fear him, and truſt in wages and of Io 
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E may ſee in this plalm how happy thoſe a Are 
that truſt in God, and draw near to him, 
The prophet aſſures us, that God covers them with 
chis protection; that being near God, they are in 
ſafety, and in time of —.— fear no evil. God com- 
mands his angels; to keep them from all dangers; 
he loves them tenderly; he preſerves them from 
eyery thing that might hurt them, delivers them 
when they call upon him in their diſtreſs, and 
upon — all kinds of bleſſings, Theſe glorions 
privileges and excellent promiſes, are very proper to 
comfort and 1 | fuch as; fear God, and to 
All them with.unſpeakable joy, and unſhaken, conf. 
dence. They likewiſe teach us, that if we deſire to 
enjoy real and ſolid happineſs, we muſt wean. our- 
ſelves from the world, ek all our happineſs in God 
alone, and Hee col, and ben all e to OI 


him. 
8 * 8 A L M XClI. 


H I 8 palm was to " recited upon the ſabbath 

day. The prophet herein celebrates, with great 
— and holy joy, the marvellous works of God; 
above all, he admires the wiſe conduct of providence 
2towards the wicked, and towards men. He 
"ſhews, that if the wicked proſper for awhile, they 
are rooted out at the laſt; whereas God crowns the 
righteous with all manner of bleſſings. | 


REFLECTIONS. 
INCE we learn, from the firſt words of this pſalm, 


that it 24-4 good. thing to give thanks unto the Lori, 


and to declare bis goouneſs and faithfulneſs rar 
501 : mgm, 
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night ; we ought all of us to be animated with an 
holy zeal, to the diligent, chearful, and earneſt diſ- 
charge of a duty ſo juſt and fo agreeable. This we 
ſhall have a powerful motive to, if we apply. ourſelves 
to the conſideration of the works of God, which are 
great and marvellous z and above all, if we attend to 
the ways of providence, ' and the conduct of the al- 
mighty towards — and bad men. It ſometimes 
happens that wicked and worldly men flouriſn, and 
are happy, but their poſterity paſſeth away like the 
graſs ; God deſtroys: them, and roots them out ut- 
terly. On the contrary, he bleſſes the righteous, ſe- 
cures their happineſs, and makes them proſper and 
flouriſh and bear fruit, even unto their old age, and 
to be in this world examples of his merey and faithful- 
neſs. This doctrine, which is of the greateſt im- 
portance, affords us extraordinary motives to praiſe 
the wiſe providence of God, and to celebrate his juſ· 
tice; and addict ourſelves continually to purity and 
innocence; that we may partake of thoſe excellent 
bleſſings, with which God promiſes to reward the 
piety of thoſe who fear him, and truſt in him. 
| 104 rt PO MILLER JT 33 en f 
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N this pſalm the prophet celebrates the greatneſs of 
God, and the ſovereign power by which he rules 
over all things, and particularly over his people. 


REFLECTIONS. 


RHIS palm teaches us, that God rules with glory 

and magnificence over-all the world; that his 
throne is eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs; that his power 
infinitely exceeds that of all created beings ; from 
whence we are to conclude, that he will reign forever, 
for the good and advantage of his people, and of all 


thoſe who ſerve him, and ſubmit themſelves to him. 


PSALM 
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S 'N this; prayer, the children of Jjrael repreſent 

to God the ſad condition they were reduced 
to by hs cruelty of their enemies, whoſe inſolence, 
impiety, and blaſphemies they deſcribe. II. The 
propher nevertheleſs adores the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God, in the corrections wherewith he vi. 
fits men; and foretels the deliverance of the _ 
$008," and the deſtruction of the wicked. 


K* REFLECTIONS. 


HAT here commands our attention is, I. The 

deſcription he gives us of the wicked and un- 
gadly. He repreſents them as cruel and unjuſt; and 
at the ſame time, as impious wretches, who inſult 
the deity with their blaſphemies, ſaying, at the very 
time they are committing their crimes, that God does 
not ſee them, nor will puniſh them. This is the 
higheſt pitch of wickedneſs, to add impiety to ſin, 
and not to fear God when we offend him. II. We 
learn from this pſalm, that good men abhor theſe 
impious ſentiments, and are firmly perſuaded that 
God, who has formed and created men, knows all 
their actions, all their words, and all their thoughts, 
and that he will be their judge. III. Another in- 
ſtruction we here receive, regards the uſefulneſs of 
God's corrections, which is expreſſed in theſe words: 
Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſineſt, O Lord, and 
teacheſt him out of thy law. The laſt reflection is, that 
God will never forſake his people, and his inherit- 
ance 3 that he is the defender of the faithful; that 
he is the joy of their ſouls in the midſt of their 
troubles, and that he ſupports them againſt thoſe who 
nn N and ſcek to er. them. 
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nt 14 plalin bes emo parts. In the Gr, he 

T pſalmiſt invites the -/Faehtes to praiſe God, 
e, Jar pv — In the ſecond, he exhorts 
he them to obey the voice of God, and not to imitate 
d. the hardneſs of their fathers, whoſe rebellions in the 
vi. MW wilderneſs were the cauſe of _ — _— 
h · from che _ of Canaan. 
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TH HI 8 ** engages us to two duties. The firſt 
is, to render to God, with an holy joy and fer- 
vency, the adorations and praiſes which belong to 
and him, on account of his power and majeſty. but 
Galt above all, . becauſe, he is our God, and we have the 
| happineſs to be his people. The ſecond duty is, To 
bes improve the exhortations which David addreſſes to 
the dhe Iſraelites, not to harden their hearts as their fathers 
had done. Theſe words, To-day, if you will. hear 
We BN voice, barden not your hearts: and thoſe, - I bave 
heb ſworn in my wrath that they ſball not enter into my 
reſt; do concern chriſtians as well as the Fews ; as the 


1414 * 


heed, leſt, by hardneſs of heart and rebellion lon agua 
the goſpel, we ſhould be deprived of eternal reſt, as 
the rebellious Iſraclites were excluded from the land 
of Canaan for their incredulity, —_ 


PSALM XCVI. 


12 pſalm invites the I aelites, and all people, 
to bleſs the Lord, to call upon him, and worthip. 
him, as the only true God; to celebrate his Power, 
and ſubmit with joy to his government. 
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RE FL ECOTIO RNS. 


I. HE N the prophet, in this pſalm, exhorted 
Vall che natiens qf che earth to ſing praiſes uf 
to God, and to comꝭ and worſhip iu his temple; they 
were not in. a condnion m diſcharge this duty, be- 
cauſe they werd engaged in ignorance and idolatry; 
Therefore theſe exhurtations are peculiarly applicable 
to the i mas f ithe goſpel,” and deſcrbe the ea 
which ſhould inſpire us, and the joy which good men 
ſhould expreſs, when they reflect, that the ſeveral na. 
tions of the world are enlightned with the knowledge 
of che tue God, and of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt; * Fhde 
great privileges, which we. are partakers' of, engage 
us to praiſe! the Lord without ceafing, and publiſh 
abroad the deliverance he has vouckſafed: us, and the 
marvellous things he has done for our ſakes; to wor- 
ſhip him with fear, - humility. and: joy; and above 
all, tb preſent him the 6blation he requires of us, 
which is, to offer him our heart, and ſhew, by out 
obedience, that the Lord does truly reign over us; 
and that we make all our happineſs, nd 1 our 
an” oon in belonging to Nu r 


' -.:3 cS 20 5 FF 9140511 20D 2} 


10 SAL 11 xc. 
E ſubject of this Fang! is the albe as * the 
= Aer ding. It is an exhortation to celebrate 
the melt 7a omnipotence of God, and the glory 
of his kingdom, and to rejoice in the advantage 
which the eſtabliſhment of this n procures to 
thoſe who ſubmit to it. 0 


RETYTLEOTIONS. 


\HIS pl is not ſo much a deſeiiption's 
God's dominion over the Fews, as a prophecy 


of the eſtabliſhment: of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt 
ove! 
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over all nations, and the deſtruction of idolatry and 
impiety. The holy Spirit here deſcribes the effects 
which the coming of that kingdom would produce, 
and the joy which the faithful would feel when it 
ſhould be manifeſted ; wherefore it principally con- 
cerns us to improve thoſe affections of zeal and devo- 
tion which are manifeſt in this divine ſong, We 
here learn, that the beſt way of praiſing God, and 
the true character of his worſhippers is, to love him, 
to hate evil, and to rejoice in him continually. Laſt- 
ly, We here ſee, that God crowns with glory and 
happineſs thoſe that fear him; which is contained in 
thele excellent promiſes 3 The Lord preſerveth the ſouls 
of his ſaints, and delivers them out of the hand of the 
wicked: Light is ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs 
far the upright in heart : Rejoice in the Lord, ye righte- 
ous, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holi- 


neſs. 
PSALM XCVIII. 


T HIS is an exhortation to praiſe God for the re- 
demption he was to ſend his people, and to re- 


joice in the coming of his kingdom. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pfalm regards chriſtians, rather than the 
Jews; as it is only ſince the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that we can properly ſay, that God has ful- 
filled his promiſes, and hath remembered his mercy and 
tis truth; and that all the ends of the earth have ſeen 
the ſalvation of our God, It is now therefore that men 
hould ing unto the Lord a new ſong : Now ought his 
glory to be celebrated by all nations, and in all places 
of the world, with holy tranſports of joy. Now, 
lince we live in theſe happy times, when God reigns 
over us, and know that he is to judge the world in 
Vor. II, I rightez 
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righteouſneſs, we ought to ſubmit to him with humi. 

lity and obedience, and anſwer the valuable favour 

he has beſtowed on us, in delivering us from the power 1 

of darkneſs, and tranſlating us into the kingdom of his 

dear ſon. | | tic 
PSALM XCX.« - Wh 

T HIS pſalm was deſigned to celebrate the ma. 0 
jeſty of God, and the glory of his kingdom. MW do 


It likewiſe mentions the mercies God had ſhewn the MW ane 
Ißraelites, in the time of Maſes, Aaron and Samuel, to 


and upon divers other occaſions. . ore 
| 94 
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I. HERE we learn, that it is the duty of thoſe chu 

who have the happineſs to know God, and to 
be the ſubjects of his kingdom, to fear him, to re- 
verence his majeſty, to worſhip him with the pro- 
foundeſt humility, and without ceaſing to celebrate 
his name, which is great, terrible and holy. II. We 
ſee in this pſalm, that God did formerly deliver the 
1ſraelites, when Moſes, Aaron and Samuel, called up- 
on him; and that he alſo took vengeance on them for 
their ſins, when they offended him. This ſhews, 
that as God is always good, he is alſo juſt, and has 
ſometimes made men feel the marks of his mercy, 
and ſometimes of his wrath, to engage them to love 
and fear him. 
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LL people are here exhorted: o worſhip God, 
to praiſe him as their creator, and to celebrate 
his goodneſs and truth, 


REFLECG 


Our 


brate 
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REFLECTIONS. 


THE RE are three reflections to be made on this 

pſalm : I. That we ought to pray, that all na- 
tions of the world may worſhip the Lord, and glorify 
his name; and that to this end God would make 
himſelf known unto them, and give them the know- 
ledge of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, II. That if we deſire 
to ſerve God in an acceptable manner, we muſt not 
do it by conſtraint, or with our lips only, but heartily 
and with a holy joy. III. That in order to excite us 
to this duty, we muſt conſider; that God is our 
creator, that wwe are his people, and the ſheep of his 


paſture; and that he heaps his favours upon us, not 


only of nature, but eſpecially of grace, and gives his 
church tokens of his goodnels and mercy. 
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AV ID makes a vow to govern kis people righte- 
ouſly; and chiefly to puniſh and drive the 
wicked from him, and to ſhew favour to good 
men. - 
REFLECTIONS 


JN this pſalm we ſee what are the duties and ſenti- 
ments of good princes and good magiſtrates, and 
how they ought to conduct themſelves in the govern- 
ment of their ſtates. I. They ought to walk in up- 
tightneſs, to abhor evil, and to apply themſelves to 
govern their people with juſtice, II. It is their duty 
to puniſh the wicked and the ungodly ; to drive from 
them proud men, flanderers, deceivers and flatterers z 
and on the contrary, to make much of upright and 
fincere men, protecting them and employing them in 
their ſervice. Perſons in authority ought to medi- 
tate upon this pſalm for their inſtruction; and we 
I 2 ought 
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ought all of us to pray to God that he would infpire 
thoſe that govern the people with theſe ſentiments, 
fince upon that depends the happineſs and tranquillity 
of the public, and the promoting of the glory of 
God. | 
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* IS is a prayer of the captive Jets, in which 
they repreſent to God the deſolation of Jeru- 
ſalem, and their deplorable ſtate, and beſeech him to 
reſtore them. They likewiſe here expreſs their truſt 
in God, and their hope that he, who is always the 
ſame, and unchangeable in his promiſes as well as in 
his eſſence, would re- inſtate them in ſuch a manner, 
that all nations ſhould admire the happineſs and glory 
of Sion; and that the poſterity of the Jews might 
bleſs the Lord for ever. 


REFLECTIONS 


* HERE are two things chiefly to be conſidered 

in this pſalm : Firſt, The fad condition of the 
captive 7ews, and their extreme affliction; and ſe- 
condly, their hope in God, Therefore the reading of 
this pſalm furniſhes us with theſe two inſtructions: I. 
That the children of God have a tender affection for 
the church, and that there is nothing which more deep- 
ly concerns them than to ſee it expoſed to ſufferings, 
But if the faithful are afflicted when the church is per- 
fkecuted, they are not leſs afflicted to ſee the deplorable 
ſtate it is often reduced to when it enjoys peace and 
proſperity. II. As the ancient Fews firmly truſted 


that God would ariſe and take pity upon Sion, and 
reſtore it to its glorious ſtate z and that he would, by 
delivering the eus from their captivity, manifeſt his 
glory to all the kings and nations of the earth ; we 


ought not ts doubt but God will do the ſame _ 
| a 


* 


and even after a more illuſtrious manner, in favour of 
the chriſtian church ; and that the time is coming, 
wherein his glory and his kingdom will appear in ſplen- 
dor. This happy reſtoration is what true chriſtians 
defire above all things, and what they aſk of God in 
moſt fervent prayers. This too will undoubtedly be 
brought to paſs by the infinite power of Jeſus Chriſt, 
fince he is Lord of the world, and is over all God 
bleſſed for ever. This St Paul teaches in the firſt 
chapter of the epiſtle to the'Hebrews, where he applies 
to the Son of God what is ſaid of the creation of the 


world, at the end of this pſalm. 


HIS is a pſalm of praife, in which, I. David 
bleſſes the Lord for all the favours he had 
granted him, and for what he had done for the people 
of Jrael. II. He celebrates here particularly the 
great goodneſs of God towards men; the mercy he 
ſhews in pardoning their ſins, and his tender and con- 
ſtant love to thoſe that fear him. Laſtly, He here 
invites all creatures to join with him in praiſing the 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS is one of the moſt excellent ſongs of thanks- 
"* giving in the whole book of pſalms. David 
here ſeems affected with the higheſt ſtrains of ,devo- 
tion, and the moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude. He here 
teaches us by his example, to bleſs. Gad, not only 
with our mouth. but with our whole heart, and. with 
all the powers of our ſoul ; to cheriſh the remem- 
brance of all his mercies, and to take delight in re- 
hearſing them, and praiſing him continually. The 
prophet here celebrates 5 the infinite mer: 

3 cy 
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cy of God, who, knowing that we are but duſt, beatz 


with us, and does not render to us what our fins de- 
ſerve; and entertains the ſame compaſſion and kind- 
neſs as a father does for his children. But he teaches 
us, at the ſame time, that the divine goodneſs is diſ- 
played only in behalf of thoſe that fear him and re. 
verence him; and that his mercy extends only to them 
that keep his covenant, and remember his commandments 
to do them. Laſtly, It appears from this pſalm, that 
in order to praiſe God worthily, we muſt not only 
praiſe him ourſelves, but mult earneſtly defire, with 
David, that he may be praiſed by men and angels, 
and by all creatures. With ſuch ſentiments as theſe 
of zeal, love 5 ratitude, we ſhould ſay continually, 
Bleſs the Lord, all bis works, in all places of his * 
xion : Bleſs the Lord, ©-my ſoul, 
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i 477 D adores and celebrates the majeſty of 

God, which appears in the works of creation 
and. providence. II. He deſcribes the power, wil- 
dom and goodneſs, by which God preſerves and go- 
verns the many creatures which the world contains. 
Laſtly, He wiſhes that God = be 2 2 and bleſſed 
for ever. 


e eee 


TH E deſign of this pſalm is, to teach us to praiſe 
God for his marvellous works; and to this end 

to conſider, with great attention, the wonders which 
the world preſents to our view; the many different 
creatures it contains, and which we. ſee in the heavens, 
in the air, upon the earth, and in the waters; the re- 
gular and wonderful order that reigns among them; 
the manner in which God preſerves and governs them; 
and the care which his adorable providence takes of 
plants 
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plants and animals, and particularly, in providing for 
the neceſſities of man; ſince all creatures ſerve to the 
various uſes and conveniences of our life. Theſe re- 
fections lead us to acknowledge, that God is the au- 
thor of all theſe things; that by him alone they ſub- 
ſiſt; that as he has created them by his power, he 
can alſo deſtroy them by his will alone. Above all 
we ſhould remember, that if all theſe creatures were 
made for man, man was made for God, and that 
God has placed us in this world, and has made us ca- 
pable of ſeeing ſo many wonders, and of enjoying ſo 
many different bleſſings, that we may know our cre- 
ator, and love him and thank him for all his kind- 
neſſes. Theſe ſentiments of admiration, love and gra- 
titude, which this meditation produces in us, are in 
this pſalm expreſſed by theſe words: O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works 1 in wiſdom baſt thou made them 
all: The earth is full of thy riches. The glory of the 
Lord ſhall endure for ever: The Lord ſhall rgice in 
his works, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul. Praiſe the 
Ld, a 
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. T HE, prophet exhorts the J/raelites to praiſe 

God, and to celebrate his power, goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs. II. He relates what God had done for 
their fathers, in conſequence of the covenant he had 
made with Abraham, III. He recites what had hap- 
pened to the poſterity of that patriarch, and particu- 
larly to Joſeph; the arrival of Jacob in &gypt 3 the 
perſecution which the people, of 1/rae{ underwent in 
that country; the plagues with which God ſmote the 
Ezyptians ; their ſojourning in the wilderneſs ; and 
laſtly, their ſettlement in the land of Canaan, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. 1 N this pſalm we ſee the prophet break forth into 

joy, and expreſs that holy zeal which animatez 
the Pithful to praiſe God, and make his mercies 
known to all. II. We have here a brief hiſtory of 
God's favours to the Iſraelites ; which proves, that 
God has always taken care of his own people; that 
in all times he has wrought great wonders in their fa- 
vour; and that he is faithful and conſtant in his co- 
venant, and in his promiſes ; which ought to fill us 
with confidence, and convince us that God will be for 
ever the protector of his church, and his children, 
III. This hymn was defigned to perpetuate among 
the: Iſraelites the remembrance of God's mercies, and 
to excite their gratitude. "Though theſe events do not 
directly regard chriſtians, yet they ought to preſerve 
the remembrance of them, as affording matter for the 
moſt edifying and inſtructive meditations. © But it is 
our duty, above all, to take occaſion, from what is 
contained in this pſalm, to raiſe our thoughts to the 
conſideration ' of thoſe- fignal mercies and ſpiritual 
bleſſings which God has communicated to us, by 
making with us a new covenant in Jeſus Chriſt ; by 
delivering us from [the captivity of fin, of the devil 
and of death; and by receiving us into his church, 
IV: We fee in the laſt words of this pſalm, that God 
ſhewed all theſe mercies to the Jews that they might 
obſerve his ſtatutes and keep his lau. This is God's 
deſign in doing good to men. His mercies naturally 
tend to engage us to love and fear him, and keep his 
commandments; which is the beſt way of expreſſing 
our gratitude, | 
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S the former pſalm gives an account of the mer- 
cies of God to the children of IJſrael, this is a 
*lation and confeſſion of the murmurings, and of the 
ſins they fell into after their departure out of Egypt, 
both in the wilderneſs and in the land of Canaan. 
We ſee likewiſe here the ſeveral chaſtiſements with 
which God viſited-this people, and the marks he 
gave them of his goodneſs in ſupporting and deli- 
vering them on n many occalions. 


RTI 


To O improve this pſalm to our edification, we 
muſt obſerve chiefly theſe three things. I. The 
confeſſion which the Jets made of their fins and re- 
bellion, their murmurings and ingratitude, and the 
idolatry they had ſeveral times been guilty of. From 
hence we may learn, on one hand, not to imitate the 
ingratitude and infidelity of that people, ſince God has 
conferred infinitely greater mercies on us than on 
them; and on the other, to acknowledge and confeſs 
our ſins before God, when we have offended him. 
II. We here ſee, that whenever the Ifraelites fell into 
diſobedience, they felt the effects of God's wrath. 
God does not ſuffer the diſobedience of men to go un- 
puniſhed ; but puniſhes the ſins of thoſe whom he has 
received into his covenant, and who abuſe his favours; 
which he does in order to recover them to their duty. 
Therefore when God viſits us, either with general ca- 
lamities, or particular afflictions, inſtead'of murmur- 
ing, we ought to acknowledge the juſtice of his chaſ- 
tiſements, make a . Tightegus uſe of them, and be 
afraid to draw new ones upon ourſelves by the hard- 
neſs of our hearts, III. It is ſaid i in this pſalm, that 
God in his great Goodnels had borne with the Jews, 
taken 
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taken pity-on them, and even deliyered them upon 
ſeveral occaſions. Theſe are proofs of God's great 
mercy z, that he is full of compaſſion and long: ſuffer- 
ing to men, even to thoſe who have offended him; 
and is always ready to pardon men, as ſoon as they 
grow better by his cotrection, and to make them 


happy- 
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E deſign of this pſalm is to ſhew that the 

providence of God expoſes men to various tri- 
als and dangers, to engage them to have recourſe to 
him, to fear him, and to celebrate his goodneſs. This 
the prophet proves by the examples of thoſe who 
wander in ſtrange countries, or are in priſon, or viſit- 
ed with ſickneis; and of thoſe that are expoſed to 
ſtorms and tempeſts upon the ſea. He makes men- 
tion likewiſe of famine, of drought, of the humbling 
of great men, and exalting them of low degree; and 
ſhews, that God does all this with wiſdom and juſtice, 
and for the good of mankind, | 
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HIS very inſtructive pſalm ſerves to teach us, 
that God dves wiſely diſpenſe all that happens to 
men; and that when they are fugitives, and diſperſed, 
captives, ſick, and in danger of periſhing, afflicted 
with famine, or in ſome other manner, it is God that 


makes them paſs through all thoſe. trials, that he may. 


engage them to call upon him, and have recourſe to 
his power and goodneſs. This pſalm therefore ſhews 
us, that it is the duty of perſons in affliction, to ap- 
ply themſelves to God by humble and fervent prayer 
tor deliverance out of all their misfortunes ; that when 


men cry to God in their diſtreſs, and turn to him, he 
takes 


to 
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takes pity on them, and delivers them from all their 
troubles; and that it is the duty of thoſe, who, by 
the help of God, have eſcaped any great ſickneſs, 
danger of death, or other afflictions, to ſhew their 
gratitude to him all their lives, and to celebrate his 
loving-kindneſs before all. Thoſe who have been in 
affliction ſhould take particular notice of theſe things. 
It is very common with men, to fly to God in their 
ſufferings 3 but when the danger is over, they gene- 
rally forget the divine favours, and fall into ingrati- 
tude, What is ſaid in this pſalm is very inſtructive, 
and engages us ſeriouſly to reflect upon what happens 
inthe world, and eſpecially to ourſelves ; that we may 
learn from thence to fear God. This is the uſe we 
ought to make of this pſalm, as we are directed in the 
laſt verſe, in theſe words; Whoſo is wiſe, and will ob- 
ſerve theſe things : Even they ſhall underſtand the loving- 
tindneſs of the Lord, 
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lores his affiſtance ; he likewiſe aſſures him- 
elf, that by the divine aid he ſhould reign over the 
whole land of J/rael, and ſhould be victorious over 
the Moabites, Edomites, and all thoſe who oppoſed him. 


Dow praiſes God with great zeal, and im- 


REFLECTIONS. 


. TH I'S pfalm ſhould inſpire us with great devo- 
tion and 'ardent zeal to praiſe God, and to ce- 
lebrate his mercy. and truth. II. It ſhould fill the 
ſaints with a firm truſt in the divine aſſiſtance, and 
convince them that thoſe whom God loves will al- 
ways be delivered. III. David teaches us, that all 
our ſtrength and all our happineſs depends on 3 
' that 
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that human aſſiſtance is but vanity; and that therefqre 
we ought to fix our hope in God alone. N 
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N this pſalm David deſcribes the malice and in- 
[ juſtice of his enemies, and threatens them with 
the curſe of God. 8 * 
1 RETLIZCTIOVSòͤ. 
W E may learn in general from this pſalm, thu 
as God protects good men, his curſe does uſu. 
ally purſue the wicked, and chiefly thoſe who opprels 
the innocent, who are cruel and hard-hearted, and in- 
jure others; that this curſe does even cleave to their 
poſterity z and that the evil which they have done or 
wiſhed to others, often falls upon themſelves. But 
care mult be taken not to pervert this plalm in a cri- 
minal and impious manner, by imagining .we are at 
any time allowed to wiſh that the vengeance of God 
may fall ypon thoſe who hate us and, do us hurt, 
David here ſpeaks in quality of a king choſen by God, 
and of a prophet. He rather foretold than deſired the 
deſtruction of his enemies; he even returned them 
500d for evil, as he himſelf fays, and love for hatred. 
Befides, what is here ſaid regards only the enemies of 
God, and certain great ſinners, ſuch as Judas, to 
| whom ſome of che words of this pſalm are applied in 
the new teſtament. But above all Jet us remember, 
that a chriſtian ſhould hate no man, and that the cha- 
racter we bear asg diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, obliges us 


to love all men, even our greateſt enemies, to pra) 
wiſh and do to 


for them with all our heart, and. 0 
them all the good in our Power. 


"Du Ss ATM 


willi 
there 
Laſt] 
Jeſus 
that 


our 
when 


happ 
capt 


PSALM CX. 148 


PSALM CX. 
HE holy Spirit in this pſalm foretels that the 
Meſſiah ſhould be exalted to the right hand of 
God; that he ſhould be the king and high prieſt of 
the church; that he ſhould gloriouſly eſtabliſh his 
kingdom, and triumph over all his enemies. 


REFLECTIONS. 


JESUS Chrift himſelf and the apoſtles, teach us 

in the new teſtament, that this pſalm relates to the 
Meſſiah. We here learn the divine dignity of his 
perſon ; the nature of his kingdom, which was to be 
ſpiritual and heavenly ; the ſupreme glory to which 
God would exalt him, by ſetting him at his right 
hand; and the power by which he would eſtabliſh his 
empire, by the deſtruction of his enemies. The holy 
Spirit here likewiſe foretels, that the Meſſiah ſhould 
be not only a powerful king, but alſo our high prieſt, 
who ſhould atone for our fins; as St Paul proves in 
the ſeventh chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
This pfalm teaches us further, that thoſe who are the 
ſubje&ts of this glorious king, ſhould be a willing peo- 
ple, and that they would ſubmit without reſtraint, 
willingly and joyfully obeying him. This pſalm 
therefore inſtructs us in our privileges and our duty. 
Laſtly, What is here ſaid ſuffers us not to doubt but 
Jeſus Chriſt will for ever reign over the faithful, and 


chat he will one day tread under his feet all his and 


our enemies z which will be eſpecially accompliſhed 
when he ſhall deſtroy death, our laft enemy, by a 
happy reſurrection, as St Paul remarks in the fifteenth 
chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
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PSALM CXI. 
HE pſalmiſt praiſes God on account of his 


| wonderful works, and above all, for the tem- 
poral and ſpiritual mercies he had beſtowed on the 
people of 1/rael. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E ought to join our praiſes to thoſe which are 

offered to God in this ſong; we have even 
more reaſon than the faithful of old had, to confeſs 
that the works of God are great and wonderful ; that 
he is merciful, righteous and full of compaſſion; that 
he has remembered his covenant, and ſent ſalvation 
and redemption to. his people. Theſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings ſhould excite us to praife God continually 
for all theſe things with our whole heart, and declare 
his goodneſs and marvellous works before men, and 
particularly in the aſſembly of the faithful. David 
gives us at the end of this pſalm, a very uſeful and 
important leſſon, while he tells us, that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom : And that all they have 
a good underſtanding that do his commandments. This 
teaches us, that the fear of God is the way to attain 
to true wiſdom and ſolid happineſs, and therefore that 
this ought to be our chief ſtudy, 


PSALM CXIL 


HIS pſalm contains a deſcription of true holi- 
neſs, and of the happineſs of the godly. 


REFLECTIONS. 


s & HIS pſalm teaches us, what are the diſtinguilh- 
ing characters of true piety, and how great the 
happinels 
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PSALM CXIIL CXIIL. 


happineſs of thoſe is who are poſſeſſed with it. 
character which the pſalmiſt gives of good men is, 
that they fear the Lord; that they take great delight 
in his commandments; that they are juſt and ſincere; 
that they conduct all their affairs with uprightneſs; 
that they are kind and full of compaſſion, and love to 


143 
I. The 


ive alms to the poor. II. The prophet teaches us 
next, that thoſe who live thus are perfectly happy; 
that God bleſſes them in their perſons, in their poſte- 
rity, and in their poſſeſſions ; that they enjoy peace of 
conſcience z that they fear no evil, always truſting in 
the Lord; and that their righteouſneſs and their me- 
mory ſhall remain for ever. Theſe are very important 
inſtructions, which ſhould powerfully encourage us to 
the ſtudy and practice of piety. 


PSALM CXIII. 


8 IS is a pſalm of praiſe, and an exhortation 
to acknowledge and declare the glory of God, 
and his infinite power, which appear in the works of 
his providence, and eſpecially in his exalting and bleſs- 
ing thoſe whom he delights in. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS pſalm ſhould excite us to praiſe the name of 

the Lord, and continue to publiſh his glory, 
which appears every where with ſo much luſtre ; and 
to celebrate that adorable providence with which he 
governs all things here below, and by which he ex- 
alteth and humbleth men as he pleaſes. Theſe con- 
liderations are powerful motives to engage us to fear 


God, to depend entirely upon him, and :o put our 


whole truſt in his mercy. 
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PSALM CXIV. 


E have here a noble deſcription of the power 

which God diſplayed when the //rael/ites came 
out of Egypt, when they paſſed the red-ſea, and when 
the river of Jordan was dried up at their entrance 
into the land of Canaan. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HESE two reflections are to be made upon this 


pſalm: I. That the miracles which God former- = . 
1y wrought in behalf of his people, at their coming 0 
out of Egypt, and when they paſſed through the red- 1 | 
ſea, and over the river Jordan, are inconteſtable ry 4 p | 


proofs of the power, greatneſs and majeſty of God; 
and that therefore we ought to celebrate that infinite 
power, and to fear that great God, whom nothing 
can reſiſt, II. The next reflection is, that ſince the 
wonders mentioned in this pſalm, are not ſo conſider- 
able as thoſe which God has wrought for us in the 
work of our redemption, we have more reaſon than 
the 7ewws to exalt the power and goodneſs of our God, 
and to bleſs him for ever. | 
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PSALM CXV. 


1 H Is pſalm has three parts. In the firſt, which 
; is a prayer, the Iſraelites beg of God to deliver 
them for the glory of his name. The ſecond deſcribes 
the vanity of idols, and the folly of idolaters. In Ir N a 
the third, the pſalmiſt repreſents the happineſs of | 


thoſe who ſerve and fear God, and put their truſt in Br 2. 
hiw. and grz 
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REFLECTIONS. 


TH IS pfalm teaches us three things: I. That 
when God does good to men, he is led to do it, 


» not by any merit in them, but by his own pure mer- 
n Ney; which ought to be the foundation of our truſt, 


e ohen we direct our prayer to him. II. What is here 
ſaid of the folly and ſtupidity of idolaters, who wor- 
ſhip dead idols, and the works of mens hands, tended” 
to diſſuade the 1/raelites from the worſhip of falſe gods, 
and the more effectually to prevent their forſaking the 
vorſhip of the true God. This too engages us to bleſs 
the Lord for delivering us from idolatry, by making 
himſelf known to us; and ſhould teach us to ſerve him 
as With purity, zeal and fidelity. III. We here ſee how 
te 2Ppy thoſe are who worſhip God and fear him; ſince 
te platmiſt affures us, that God is the help and buck- 
ler of all thoſe that truſt in him; that they are bleſſed 
of the Lord, who has made the heavens and the earth; 


de end that his favours are extended to them and their 
er. Noſterity. Theſe glorious promiſes ſhould prevail on 
che Is more effectually to fear God, and to expect all our 
1 zppineſs from his bleſſing alone. * | 
od, 


| AV TI D. gives thanks to God with holy tranſports 
of zeal, joy and love, for the deliverances he 
had granted him, and for all the good chings he had 


hich received from him. 

Iver | 

1bes "REFLECTIONS. 
e N this palm che devotion and zeal of king David 
* appear with moſt extraordinary luſtre. We ſhoul 


particularly here obſerve with what ſentiments of joy 
and gratitude he celebrates the wonderful deliverances 
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which God had vouchſafed him in the great dangers 
he had been expoſed to, with what zeal he praiſes him, 
and vows to love and obey him. From this pious 
prince we learn, that when God has beſtowed any par- 
ticular favour on us, and eſpecially when he has deli- 
vered us from any great danger, it is our duty to love 
him, to bleſs his holy name, to perform'our vows, and 
praiſe him in the preſence of all his people; and above 
all, to walk before him all the days of our life; and 
to teſtify our gratitude to him, not only by our words 
but by all our actions. This is what we are in an e. 
ſpecial manner to do for the ſpiritual favours he be. 
ſtows upon us, when he pardons our fins, and delivers 
us from condemnation and death, and receives us into 
the number of his children and ſervants. The fight 
and ſenſe of ſuch ineſtimable bleſſings ſhould fill al 
thoſe who partake of them with joy and conſolation, 
and make them ſay with the pſalmiſt: Return unto th 
reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee, What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all bis bt 
nefits towards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, ani 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows ur. 
to the Lord, inthe preſence of all his people. | Praiſe it 
- Lord. ; 
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H E pſalmiſt invites all the nations of the eart 
do praiſe God becauſe of his goodneſs 
mercy. | n 


REFLECTIONS: 


TH I'S pſalm invites us to one of the moſt impor 
| tant duties of religion, which is to praiſe G 
continually for his goodneſs, and confefs that his Joy 


"F727 it 2 an 
ing-kindneſs is very great towards us, and endure! — Ll 
for ever. 6 bY 
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n, PSALM CXxVIIL 

Jus | Nw: + 
ar- AV ID exhorts all the 1ſrazlites to celebrate the 
eli goodneſs of God. He bleſſes him with great 


ove WW zeal, for making him triumph over his enemies. The 
and BY people anſwer his invitations by bleſſing. the Lord, and 
ove i praying for the proſperity of David. The laſt part 
and of this pſahm relates to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


be RExFL-ECT1IONS. 


vers TH IS pſalm, as many others do, invites” us to 
= praiſe God, and to celebrate his goodtiefs and 

ight MW mercy. David, being delivered from all the datigers 
aß he had been expoſed to, returns moſt hearty thanks 
tion, Ml to God, and invites the prieſts, the rulers of the peo- 
oth ple, and all the 1/raelites, to join with him. We 
will ſhould all be animated with the ſame zeal ; and per- 
15 be- ſons of every order, rank and condition, ſhould unite 
ani in the diſcharge of this duty, and acknowledge that 
1s un- Gad is good, and that bis mercy eudureth for ever. This 
ſe l plalm, which the Fews ſung at their feaſts, ſhould be 
made uſe of by chriſtians in giving thanks to God, 
not only for the favours and deliverances, whether 
public or private, which he grants them; but above 
all, for the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. _ The 
Spirit of God ſignifies in this pſalm, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould be rejected by the chief of the Jes, and that 
notwithſtanding, he ſhould become the king and head 
Jof the church; which was fulfilled when Jeſus Chriſt 
Jas crucified, and when, after his reſurrection, he aſ- 
pol cended into heaven, and his kingdom was eſtabliſhed 
in the world. Let us therefore celebrate the power 
and goodneſs of God, which have appeared in this 
wonderful work; and let the conſideration of theſe 
Ilutary events lead us to ſay with David, The ſtone 
LN K 2 | which 
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which the builders refuſed is become the head-ſtone of the 
corner. This is the Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our 
eyes. Bleſſed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord, 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : for his mer- 
cy endureth for ever. | 


PSAL M CXIX. 


HE 119th pſalm is an admirable deſcription of 

the excellence of the law of God, and of the 
happineſs of thoſe that keep it. This pſalm is full of 
the moſt fervent and affecting devotion, interſperſed 
with many beautiful prayers, with various ſtrains of 
piety, and with a great number of excellent rules for 
the conduct of life: Therefore the reading of it may 
be attended with great advantage, provided it be read 
with ſuitable attention and devotion, 


PSALM CXIX. 1-32. 


T the entrance of this pſalm king David repre- 

ſents the happineſs of thoſe who keep the com- 
mandments of God, He teſtifies, that his intention 
and deſire is, to apply himſelf entirely to it; and he 
begs of God, with great zeal, that he would give 
him grace to underſtand his holy law, and to obſerve 
it continually. | | 


REFLECTIONS, 


F ROM the firſt part of this pſalm we learn, that 
man's greateſt happineſs conſiſts in walking up- 
rightly, in keeping the law of the Lord, and in ſeek- 
ing his teſtimonies with his whole heart; that by his 
divine law young people, and all men in general, 
ought to regulate their behaviour; and that they who 
do fo will never fall into ſhame or miſery. Theſe 
con- 
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fiderations engage us to chooſe, as David did, the 
commandments of God for our portion, to keep 
them in our heart, to make them the ſubject of our 
converſation, to take pleaſure in them, and rejoice in 
the obſervation of them, more than if we had all the 
riches in the world. To ſecure this happineſs to our- 
ſelves, let us beg of God to teach us his ſtatutes, and 
open our eyes that we may fee the wonders of his 
law; to keep us from lying and wickedneſs, and to 
make us know the way of his holy commandments, 
that we may walk in them with faith and perſeverance 
to the end of our lives. 


PSALM CXIX. 33—72. 


AV ID ſeveral times beſeeches God to give him 
D grace rightly to underſtand and keep his laws. 
He prays him to ſupport him by that means under 
all his trials; he declares, that the word of God had 
ſtrengthned and comforted him under all his misfor- 
tunes. He confeſſes, that it was good for him to have 
been aſflicted, that he might learn to keep the ſtatutes 
of the Lord; he proteſts that he will apply himſelf to 
them more and more; that he had choſen the law of 
God for his inheritance ; and that he valued it above 
all the goods and advantages of the world. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE uſe to be made of the reading this part of 
the 119th pſalm, is to entertain the ſame pious 
ſentiments which are here expreſſed ; and to beg of 
God, with David, to teach us the way of his ſtatures z 
to give us underſtanding to know and keep them; to 
incline our hearts to obedience, and to turn them away 
from. vanity, covetouſneſs and every evil way; to 
make us always ſenſible of the effects of his mercy, 
K 3 by 
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by ſupporting us in all dangers; and above all, that 
he would never deprive us of his word and grace. 
David next teaches us, that good men make an open 
and public profeſſion of the fear of God, and are ne- 
ver tired with ſpeaking of him and of his holy laws, 
When they ſee wicked men, that blaſpheme God and 
inſult the righteous, they abhor their impiety, and 
dread the judgments that threatervthem ; they ſtrength- 
en themſelves more and more in the love of 'God's 
law; they take it fur their portion and inheritance 
they meditate upon it day and night; and- feek the 
company of thoſe that fear God and keep his com- 
mandments. Laſtly, From what David here ſays, 
we learn the uſefulneſs of afflictions, and are led to 
adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, who afflids 
and chaſtiſes men, that they may learn to obſerve his 
word. This was the advantage David made of his 
troubles; and this taught him to prefer that divine 
word before all riches, and every thing in the world 
that is eſteemed moſt valuable, | 


PSALM CXIX. 53—104. 


AV TD continues to ſhew his zeal and love for 

the Jaw of God, and begs him to enlighten and 
comfort him. He declares, that the law of God had 
been his hope in all his troubles; that he had adhered 
to it more and more; that he conſidered it as the 
moft perfect thing in the world; that he loved it 
above all things ; that it afforded him all the under- 
ſtanding, and all the wiſdom which he ſtood in need 
of; and that he found an unſpeakable pleaſure and 
ſweetneſs in the practice of it. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


HIS part of the 119th pſalm, ſets before us the 
great benefits which ariſe from the knowledge 
and obſervation of the law of God, David's manner 
of ſpeaking ſhews, that thoſe who give themſelves up 
to it, arg never confounded ; and that in their afflic- 
tions they always meet with that help and comfort 
which is needful for them. He teaches us, that the 
evils which the righteous ſuffer are ſo far from mak- 
ing them forſake the law of God, that they engage 
them to adhere to it more firmly; and that this is their 
ſupport under all their trials. David aſſures us, that 
this Jaw is the moſt perfect, and moſt excellent thing 
in the world; that thoſe who are enlightned by this 
divine light, ſurpaſs the moſt prudent in wiſdom and 
underſtanding; and that all earthly pleaſures and de- 
lights are not comparable to the pleaſure and ſweet- 
neſs we taſte in the knowledge and love of the divine 
law. Theſe: are the ſentiments which we ought all 
to entertain, and which we ſhould beg of God to con- 
rm us in more and more, © Shoes 


PSALM cxix. 105=144: 


4 D till inſiſts upon the uſefulneſs of the law 

of God, and vows to obſerve it all the days of 
his life, He ſhews, that God confounds the wicked, 
and all thoſe that depart from the right way, but is 
the ſupport of thoſe that fear him ; that the righteous 
have nothing to apprehend from the wicked, and 
that no harm can happen to them. He then reſumes 
his deſcription of the excellence of the law of God; 
expreſſes his ſincere concern to fee it broken; proteſts 
he will always love it, and apply himſelf to it more 
and more: and beſeeches the Lord to increaſe his 
knowledge of it. 2 
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by ſupporting us in all dangers ; and above all, that 
he would never deprive us of his word and grace, 
David next teaches us, that good men make an open 
and public profeſſion of the fear of God, and are ne- 
ver tired with ſpeaking of him and of his holy laws. 
When they ſee wicked men, that blaſpheme God and 
inſult the righteous, they abhor their impiety, and 
dread the judgments that threaten them; they ſtrength- 
en themſelves more and more in the love of 'God's 
law; they take it for their portion and inheritance 

they meditate upon it day and night; and- feek the 
company of thoſe that fear God and keep his com- 
mandments. | Laſtly, From what David here ſays, 
we learn the uſefulneſs of afflictions, and are led to 
adore the wifdom and goodneſs of God, who afflicts 
and chaſtiſes men, that they may learn to obſerve his 
word. This was the advantage David made of his 
troubles; and this taught him to prefer that divine 
word before all riches, and every thing in the world 
that is eſteemed moſt valuable, 


PSALM CXIX. 73-104. 


AV TD continues to ſhew his zeal and love for 

the law of God, and begs him toenlighten and 
comfort him. He declares, that the law of God had 
been his hope in all his troubles; that he had adhered 
to it more and more; that' he conſidered it as the 
moft perfect thing in the world; that he loved it 
above all things ; that it afforded him all the under- 
ſtanding, and all the wiſdom which he ſtood in need 
of; and that he found an unſpeakable pleaſure and 
ſweetneſs in the practice of it. 
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PSA L M CXIX. 151 
REFLECTIONS. 


HIS part of the r19th pſalm, ſets before us the 

great benefits which ariſe from the knowledge 
and obſervation of the law of God, David's manner 
of ſpeaking ſhews, that thoſe who give themſelves up 
to it, = never confounded ; and that in their afflic- 
tions they always meet with that help and comfort 
which is needful for them. He teaches us, that the 
evils which the righteous ſuffer are ſo far from mak- 
ing them forſake the law of God, that they engage 
them to adhere to it more firmly; and that this is their 
ſupport under all their trials. David aſſures us, that 
this law is the moſt perfect, and moſt excellent thing 
in the world ; that thoſe who are enlightned by this 
divine light, ſurpaſs the moſt prudent in wiſdom and 
underſtanding ; and that all earthly pleaſures and de- 
lights are not comparable to the pleaſure and ſweet- 
neſs we taſte in the knowledge and love of the divine 
law. Theſe- are the ſentiments which we ought all 
to entertain, and which we ſhould beg of God to con- 
firm us in more and more. | | 


PSALM xx. 105—144. 


4 ſtill inſiſts upon the uſefulneſs of the law 

of God, and vows to obſerve it all the days of 
his life, He ſhews, that God. confounds the wicked, 
and all thoſe that depart from the right way, but is 
the ſupport of thoſe that fear him ; that the righteous 
have nothing to apprehend from the wicked, and 
that no harm can happen to them. He then reſumes 
his deſcription of the excellence of the law of God; 


expreſſes his ſincere concern to ſee it broken; proteſts 


he will always love it, and apply himſelf to it more 

and more: and beſeeches the Lord to increaſe his 

knowledge of it. | ROSTER 
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REFLECTIONS. 


T HE reflections which this portion of ſcripture 

preſents us with, are, I. That the word of God 
is a lamp lo our feet, and a light to our paths; and 
that thoſe who are enlightned by this divine light, and 
walk in the way which it preſcribes, cannot err. II. 
It appears from hence, that the faithful are ſincerely 
attached to that part of God's word which preſcribes 
their duty, and contains the holy laws which he has 
given us for the conduct of our lives. They eſteem 
it their perpetual inheritance, and make it the joy of 
their heart. They vow to love and obey God; ſay: 
ing with David, I bave ſworn, and I will perform it, 
that I will keep thy righteous judgments; and they be- 
ſeech God, that he would give them grace to perform 
their vow. When they conſider the impiety which 
reigns in the world, and the judgments of God which 
overtake thoſe that forſake him, they are ſincerely 
grieved, and full of terror and amazement ; when 
they ſee others forſake God's laws, they more firmly 
adhere to it; and whatever condition they are in, 
whether it be affliction or proſperity, that divine law 
is all their pleaſure, and all their conſolation, 
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470 calls God to his aſſiſtance, prays him 
ro Jook upon his affliction, and to defend his 
cauſe againſt the great ones that perſecuted him, He 
declares, that all his deſire is to keep the law of his 
—2 to praiſe him and glorify him during his whole 
life 


REFLECTIONS. 


| N E inſtructions which this laſt part of the 1 roth 
— ſuggeſts to us, are the following: I. I hat 
in 
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in all our troubles we ſhould apply ourſelves to God, 
to aſk of him, not only the deliverances we ſtand in 
need of; but, above all things, grace to pleaſe and 
obey him. II. That the law of God ſhould be our 
greateſt delight, and, to meditate on his divine word 
the general employment of our lives. III. That God 
ſees the ſufferings of his people, and hears their pray- 
ers; but that he is far from the wicked, and will not 
deliver them. IV. That God has annexed a glorious 
reward, and perfect happineſs to the obſervation of his 
law, This David aſſures us, when he ſays, that there 
is great peace tothoſe who love bis Jaw, and that nothing 
ſhall offend them, The laſt reflection is, That we 
ought to dedicate our whole lives to God, deſire to 
employ them in his ſervice, and to the glory of his 
name; and beſeech him to grant us all neceſſary aſ- 
ſiſtance to this purpoſe. This is David's earneſt pray- 
er at the end of this pſalm, where he ſays, Lord, let 
my ſoul live, that it may praiſe thee. I have gone aſtray 
like a loft ſheep 3 ſeek thy ſervant, and I will not for- 
get thy commanaments. | 


GENERAL RzFLECTIONS on Pſalm CXIX. 


THAT this pſalm may be read with improve- 
ment, it will be convenient to add to the parti- 
cular reflections already made, theſe three principal 
reflections: I. That the law of God is moſt excellent, 
and its effects moſt wonderful. David teaches us, 
that this divine law is the moſt perfect; that it is a 
heavenly light which enlightens us; that it gives us 
underſtanding; that it purifies and rejoices the heart; 
that it ſypports us in afflictions; that it gives us un- 
ſpeakable peace of conſcience ; and that it is infinitely 
better than all the treaſures and riches in this world. 
II. In this pſalm we learn to diſtinguiſh good men. 
They are ſincere and upright in their ways; they - 
141 that 
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that which is right; they walk in the law of the Lord, 

and meditate on it day and night; they love God and 
his word with all their heart; they abſtain from evil, 
and from the company of the wicked; they join them- 
ſelves to the righteous; they are ſtruck with terror at 
the ſight of God's judgments; they truſt in him, and 
are calm and patient under afflictions. III. Laſtly, 
This pſalm is full of many excellent prayers, which 
ſhould be continually in our mouths and in our hearts, 
begging God to enlighten our minds, to teach us his 
law, to incline our hearts to obey him; that he would 
take care of us, and guide us always by his providence 
and his holy Spirit. Theſe are the inſtructions which 
this pſalm furniſhes us with; for which purpoſe we 
ought to read and meditate, upon it very trequently. 


PSALM CXX. 


\H E prophet begs of God to defend him from 
the deceits and calumnies of the wicked; and 
complains that he is forced to live among them. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS pſalm teaches, I. That good men may be 

expoſed to calumny and the malice of men, but 

that God protects and delivers them. II. That it is 

2 great affliction to good men to live among the wick. 

ed and ungodly. Laſtly, That it is the character of 

the righteous to love peace, as. it is of the wicked to 
be addicted to confuſion and trouble. 


PSALM CXXI. 


HE author of this pſalm teſtifies, that he firm- 

ly relied on the divine affiſtance, and that he 
was fully perſuaded that God would always watch 
for the ſafery of his People, and of all the faithful. 


urs 


all;it; 
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REFLECTIONS 


TH E ſubſtance of this pſalm is, that our help 
cometh from God alone; that he watches over 
his church, and over all the righteous ; that he pre- 
ſerves them in all dangers, and that he will never for» 
ſake them, This doctrine ſhould fill the faithful with 
ſure confidence in-God, and confirm them more and 
more in his fear and love. 8 


PSALM CXXIL | 
J4/71D expreſſes the zeal and love he had for 
the houſe of God, and for the city of Feru/alem; 
he prays for the proſperity of that city, and vows to 


promote with all his power the glory of God, and 
the good of the people of 1ſrael. 


ind REFLECTIONS. 


AV I D's great zeal for the temple and city of 

' Feruſalem, and for the tribes of //rae!, and the 

| vows he made upon that occaſion, inſtruct princes 

be WF and magiſtrates and all the true members of thechurch, 

op to concern themſelves for the public-tranquillity, and 

for the good of civil ſociety ; but above all, for reli- 

ck. gion, and for the ſervice of God; to pray continually 

of for the peace of the church, and join their labours to 

1% iN their prayers, by doing all that is in their power for 
is good and edification. 


PSALM CXXII. 


rm- * * 

t he HE children of Iyael, being oppreſſed and 
15 perſecuted by their enemies, implore the divine 
. alliſtance. . | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


T HOSE who are expoſed to the contempt, per- 
ſecution and cruelty of the wicked, ſhould — 
from this pſalm, to look up continually to God, that 
he would have compaſſion on them; and to place all 
their truſt in his help; believing that God will never 
forſake thoſe who ſerve him faithfully and ſuffer for 
his fake. 


P SA L M CXXIV. 
1 N this pſalm the 1/raelites acknowledge that God 


had delivered them on many occaſions ; and that 
without his protection they ſhould have been deſtroy. 
ed long before. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E 4 HIS pfalm is ſtill better ſuited to the chriſtian 
than to the Fewi/h church. What is here ſaid, 
engages us to reflect upon the different conditions the 
church of Chriſt has been in; and to conſider, that 
notwithſtanding the attempts which Satan and the 
world have made againſt it, ever ſince its birth, it ſtill 
ſubſiſts. From whence we may conclude, that God 
will always be its ſtrength and ſupport, and will never 
permit it to be deſtroyed. Thus it 1s with all true 
believers, ſince it is impoſſible God ſhould forſake 
them, or ceaſe to love them and take care of them. 


PS AI. M CXXV. 
I, JD deſciibes the ſtedfaſtneſs of thoſe that 


truſt in God, and his protection of Feruſa- 
len, and o the children of Lrael. II. He fays, that 


if good men are afflicted, it is not fo. ever; whereas 
| thoſe 
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thoſe that forſake God periſh at laſt in a miſerable 


manner. 4 
REFLECTIONS. 


PT Hrs pſalm repreſents to us in a few words the 

happy condition of thoſe who fear God and pur 
their truſt in him. The pſalmiſt teaches us, that no- 
thing can move them; that God is always ready for 
their defence; that if he ſuffers them to be afflicted, 
he has regard to their weakneſs; and that he ſoftens 
and ſhortens their troubles. He likewiſe aſſures us, 
that God always does good to the righteous, and to 
thoſe that are upright in heart; whereas thoſe who 
wander out of the right way, fall at laſt into deſtruc- 
tion. This meditation furniſhes believers with pow- 


erful motives to be ever calm and ſerene, to put their 


whole confidence in God, and to be more ſtrictly at- 
tached to their duty, PI} 


PSALM CXXVI. 


HIS is a ſong of thankſgiving, in which the 
Jews rejoice at the wondertul deliverance which 
Gud had granted them in bringing them out of cap- 
tivity ; and they pray him to finiſh their reſtoration, 


REerFLleEcCTIONS. 


T HIS pſalm engages us to reflect on the wonder- 

ful things which. God has done in all times for 
his people, by delivering them contrary to all appear- 
ance, from the power of their enemies. This pſalm 
alſures us, moreover, that if the church, or the righte- 
ous, are in affliction and in tears, God gives them at 
laſt occaſion to rejoice; and in general, when men 
have been tried and humbled by affliction, he makes 
gladneſs ſucceed to ſorro; ſe that, as the Fews 
Dy here 
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here expreſs it, bey that ſow in tears, ſhall reap 
In Joy. 1 


"PSALM CXXVI. 


HIS pſalm declares, that all the care that is 
taken for the proſperity of cities and families, is 

unprofitable without the divine protection; and that 

he in mercy gives children to (ce nden he dcligns 

to bleſs. 

| ReyiecTIONS. 


H ER E we learn, I. That it is not fo much the 
care which men take, as the bleſſing of God, that 
makes ſtates, cities and families ſubſiſt; and therefore 
that magiſtrates and heads of families, ought to la. 
bour to bring this bleſſing upon them. II. That 
God gives children, and that we ought to eſteem 
them a particular bleſſing; ſince if we bring them 
up in virtue and godlineſs they will be the Joy and 
glory of their parents, not alf in this world, but in 
that which is to come. 


P 3 A L M CXXYILL 


HIS plalm ſpeaks of the happinef of the god- 

ly,. and of the temporal bleſſings beſtowed up- 

on them by God, in proſpering their labours, and in 
giving chem children and a happy poſterity. 


Rrrirer ien 


T H1S pſalm aſſures us, that God bleſſes che la- 
bour Er the families of thoſe that fear him 
and walk in his ways. Though the temporal bleſſings 
which were formerly promiſed to the Jeus, are not 
the chief things which chriſtians ought to aſpire after; 
det they are to be conſidered as a reward of piety, 

| an 


eap 
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and to be received with thankfulnefs. -: Godlinefs has 

the promiſe of the life that now is 4 God always bleſſes 
won families where piety prevails, and does particu- 
larly ſhower down upon them fpiricuat bleſſings; and 
at laſt exalts them who live in innocence to the ſu- 
preme happineſs n he has e for them i in 


heaven. | 
P 8 4 x, * CXXIX: © 


H E pro ophet exhorts the church to acknow- 
ledge, that though they had been often perſe- 
cuted, God had not * — them; and he 

chat all the 6 enemies of the church ſhould be ped 


F 
Rr Fife oth: 


War is d in this pſalm engages us to con- 

ſider, that the church has been often aſſaulted, 
both under the old teſtament and under the new; but 
that God has, always preſerved it, and that its ene- 
mies have never. been able to deſtroy it. This ought 
to confirm us in our belief, that the church and all ics 
true members will for ever ſubſiſt; and that all thoſe 
who ſet themſelves againſt them, ſhall have nothing 
but ſhame and confulion for their portion. 


PSALM cxxx. 


AVID es implores the mercy of God, and 
the pardon of his fins; and likewiſe n 
tus nder in the divine n 


Rr . 


Tun pſalmiſt here gives us three leſſons of i in- 
ſtruction, I. That if God ſhould examine us in 

the rigour of his juſtice, none would be found righte- 
ous before him: wherefore we ought all to have re- 
courle 
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courſe to his mercy, and ſay, with the deepeſt humili. 
ty, If thou, Lord, ſbouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who ſhall ſtand? II. That if God is inclined to par- 
don men, it is to engage them to fear him; and that 
without this fear there is no pardon to be expected 
from him. This is expreſſed in theſe words, there is 


forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. III. 


That God has always been and ever will be the de- 
fender of his church, and of true believers. 


PS ALM CXXXI. 
AVID proteſts ſolemnly in this pſalm, that he 
had not entertained proud and haughty thoughts 
of himſelf, but had always ſtudied to live in innocence 
and humility. 1 
ä | Ru#LECTION: SS. ': /. ! 3 
HIS pſalm expreſſes the ſentiments which all the 
children of God ought to entertain: They are to 
be humble, not aiming at high things, but reſem- 
bling little children in innocence and ſimplicity. What 
David teaches us on this head, is the ſame with what 
our Lord more fully recommends in the goſpel, when 
he tells us, that if we become not as little children he 
will not acknowledge us for his diſciples,” nor ſhall we 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


PSALM CXXXII. 
J. HE author of this pſalm, which is probably 


David, . here mentions the vow. which that 
prince had made, to take no reſt till the ark of the co- 
venant was brought to 7eruſalem, and divine ſervice 
eſtabliſhed ; and he praiſes God that his vow had been 
accompliſhed. II. He hopes that God, according to 
his promiſes, would bleſs his poſterity ; and he prays 
for the pricſts, for the Levites, and for all the people. 


REFLEC- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


* 

. T HE vow mentioned in this pſalm, which 
David made to 4 divine ſervice, is. 4 
mak of his piety. From hence great men, magi- 
ſtrates, and alf men in general, ought to learn, E: 
the glory of God, and his true worthip, is what they 
ſhould deſire with the greateſt ferveney, and procure 
to the utmoſt of their power. II. The favour God 
ſhewed David, in enabling him to execute his pious 
deſign, ſhews us, that God bleſſes thoſe undertakings 
that are formed with a good intention. III. The 
choice er. God had made of Sian for the place of 
—* wor — and the promiſes with which he had en- 
well there 2 ever to bleſs and proſper it, 

are — applied to the chriſtian church, in which he 
dwells in a more particular manner, and wherein he is 
to be worſhipped and adored unto the end of the 
world, Laſtly, We ought all of us, in imitation of 
the pſalmiſt, continually to pray for the preſervation 
of the church, for a bleſſing on its minifters, and for 

proſperity to all its members. 


PSALM CXXXII. 


HIS pfalm repreſents the happineſs of thoſe 
that live in unity and peace, and the bleflings 
which God beſtows upon them. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TE HE inſtruftion which we receive from this ok 

is, that nothing is more agreeable to God thay 
peace and unity; and that his moſt valuable bleſſings 
ae beſtowed on thoſe who live in good harmony 
with each other; which ſhould be of great weight to 
2 us to live together in chriſtian and brotherly 
ove. 


Vox. II. „ PSALM 
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PSALM CXXXIV. en 


HIS pſalm is an exhortation addreſſed to the adi 
1 miniſters of the old remple, in which they are MW rig 


invited to praiſe God. be 
| eſp 
REFLECTIONS. get 


THE miniſters of God ſhould learn from this i © 
pſalm, that as the prieſts and Levites were by 

their office called to praiſe God day and night in his 

temple, and to pray for the people of Iſrael; ſo ate 

the miniſters of the chriſtian church, by their office, I 

in a particular manner, called to bleſs and praiſe con. | 

tinually God's holy name, and to pray without ceaſing VO 

for the proſperity of the church. 


PSALM CXXXV. 


I. HE prophet exhorts the Levites to praiſe 
| God, to proclaim the infinite power by which 
he created all things ; and above all, to celebrate the 
wonders which he tormerly. wrought for his people, in 
delivering them out of Egypt, and putting them in 
| poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, II. He deſcribes 
the vanity of idols, and the folly of idolators. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS pſalm engages us, no leſs than the 1/-aelites, 
to bleſs God, and to celebrate his power, wil- 
dom, and goodneſs, which appear in the creation 
and government of the world; and chiefly to ac- 
knowledge his mercy in chooſing us to be his people. 
If he delivered the children of //rael from Egyptian 
bondage, and deſtroyed the-kings of Canaan to ſettle 
them in that country, Jeſus Chriſt has done for : 
* * ws pot Mmuc 
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much greater wonders of power and love: he has de- 
ſtroyed the idolatry which reigned in the world; he 
has delivered us from condemnation and death, and 


admitted us into his church. It is therefore meet and 
right that this almighty and all- gracious God ſhould 
be for ever praiſed; and that all thoſe who fear him, 
eſpecially his miniſters and ſervants, ſhould join to- 
gether in praiſing him, and ſaying, Bleſſed be * ihe 
Lord who dwelleth in Sion. Praiſe the Lord. 


PSALM CXXXVI. 


JN this pſalm of praiſe: the //-aelites- celebrate the 
goodneſs and mercy of God, as they appear in the 
works of the creation, and in the miracles he had 
wrought for them, when their fathers came out of 
Egypt, and entered into the land of Canaan. It muſt 
be obſerved, that throughout this whole pſalm the 
Levites and the people anſwer alternately,” and in 
every verſe praiſe God with theſe words, Fer his merty 
endureth for ever. This form of praiſe was made uſe 
of at that time, and conſecrated in a particular man- 
ner to praiſe God in the temple. 11 | 
" Rcn.0'4 2.07 £0 MG obs annne's 

W are to make two reflections upon this pſalm: 
I. The firſt is, that we have as great reaſon 

to bleſs God as the Jes had, when we contemplate 
the wonders of creation and providence, the miracles* 
which God formerly wrought in behalf of his people; 
but above all are we to praiſe the infinite mercy and 
divine power manifeſted in the work of our redemp- 
tion. II. The next reflection relates to theſe. words, 
repeated in every verſe of this pſalm, For bis mercy 
endureth for ever; which was a form conſecrated by 
cuſtom to the. uſe of divine worſhip. ' Theſe: words 
teach us, that the goodneſs of God appears in all his 
F149 L 2 works, 
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works, and is the ſource of all the bleſſings we enjoy; 
and therefore that we ought likewiſe to celebrate it 
with continual praiſes, with great gratitude, and' with 
all the zeal and fervency we are able. _ 


PSALM CXXXVIL 


I. IN this pſalm the Fews, in captivity at Baby, 
| I expreſs their great affliction to ſee thernſelves in 
an exile condition, — their zeal for Feruſalem. II. 
The prophet foretels the deſtruction of the Edomites 
who had rejoiced to ſee that city laid waſte ; he foretelʒ 
likewiſe the deſtruction of the Babylonians. 


REFLECTIONS. 


THE Fa We of the captive Jews in this palm, 

are the ſame with thoſe of all true believers, 
J. They have a great zeal for the church; they cannot 
rejoice when they ſee it expoſed ta ſufferings; and 
would rather forget themſelves, and their own con- 
cerns, than forget the intereſt of God's glory. II. The 
deſtruction of the Edomites and Babylonians, foretold 
in this pſalm, which happened a few years after the 
deſtruction of Feruſalem, teaches us, that God re- 
venges the evils done to his church; and that he ſe- 
verely puniſhes perſecutors and thoſe who join with 
them, as well as thoſe who inſult the miſerable, and 
rejoice at t the evil which befals them. 


PSALM CXXXVII 


1 AVID, inſpired with.a holy 2250 declares 

that he will praiſe God publicly for all hi 
favours, and invites all kings and nations to praiſe the 
Lord with him. II. He entreats God to continue to 
bleſs and protect him, and teſtifies his entire confidence v 
in his aſifinnce and promiles. 


Rey c 


77 
fich 
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REFLECTIONS. | 


|, I N this hymn, the fervent zeal which animates 

true believers appears in a ſtrong light; it in- 
clines them to rejoice im God, to worſhip him, to ſing 
his praiſes, and declare his loving-kindnefs before all 
men, even before the great men of the earth, that 
they may learn to fear God, and ſhew forth his glory: 
II. We fee in this pfalm that” the great God, who 
dwells in the heavens, knows all that is done here be- 
low; that he does not diſdain to take care of men; 
but eſpecially, that his eyes are open upon His chil- 
dren; that he is with them in adverſity ; ſo that all 
thoſe who fear him may ſay with an entire confidence, 
The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me : Thy 
mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forſake not the 
works W thine own hands, 


PSALM cxxxlx. 


1 4 7 ID ſolemnly acknowledges i in this | platen | 

that God is preſent every where; and that 
all, even the moſt ſecret things, are perfectly known 
to him. II. He praiſes the infinite wiſdom of God, 
which appears in a particular manner in the forma- 
tion of man; and being ſenſibly affected with the 
wonderful works of God, he declares, that the con- 
templation of them will always excite him to bleſs 
and fear him, and rejoice in him. Laſtly, He ſays, 
that his confidence in the divine goodneſs and power 
would ſupport him againſt all the aſſaults of his ene- 
mies, that, he will never fear: Som. nor ever have any 
familiarity. with . 1 


n 


E ought to conſider this pſalm with great at- 
tention. This is one of thoſe places of ſcrip- 
L 3 ture, 
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ture, which ſpeak moſt clearly of the divine preſence 
and knowledge. David teaches us very expreſſy, 


that God is every where; that his knowledge is in- 


finite, as well as his power; that nothing is hid from 
his all-ſeeing eye; and that wherever we are, he is 
witneſs not only of our words and actions, but even 
of our moſt ſecret thoughts. Theſe truths ſhould 
make a deep impreſſion upon us, as they did upon 
David, and engage us to live always as in God's 
ſight, and to fear that great God, who is preſent every 
where, and, as nothing can be hid from him, will 
judge us according to our works. To this reflection, 
which is the principal, we muſt add theſe three parti. 
cular conſiderations : I. That the wonderful manner, 
in which God has given us life, affords us abundant 
motives to acknowledge his power and goodneſs, and 
to employ both our ſouls and bodies in his ſervice, 
II. That the power and goodneſs of God ought to fill 
the righteous with great confidence, and ſecure them 
againſt all fear of men. The laſt reflection is, that 
it we love God, we ſhall hate every thing that God 
hates, we ſhall ſhun vice, and the company of the 
wicked, but without hating them perſonally ; herein 
imitating our heavenly father, who hates unrighte- 
ouſneſs, but bears with ſinners, doing them good 
continually, and uſing great patience towards them, 


© 


to bring them to repentance. 


AVTD intreats God to defend him from the 


wiles and malice of thoſe that ſought his ruin; 
and threatens them with the divine verigeance. 


, *. 
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-: REFLECTIONS. 


E are to obſerve, that God defends the righte- 

ous from the violence of the wicked; that 
his vengeance. purſues cruel and unjuſt men, and 
thoſe who ſlander and deceive their neighbours ;, that 
how formidable ſoever their power may appear, he 
defeats all their deſigns ; and if he ſuffers the inno- 
cent to be oppreſſed for a while, he ſhews at laſt that 
he is their protector; and gives them occaſion to own 
and celebrate his power, juſtice and goodneſs. , In this 
view, and with ſuch a ſpirit as this, and not with a 
ſpirit of reſentment and revenge againſt them that have 
offended us, ought we to read and meditate on this 
pſalm. 


PSALM CXII. 

I INA D, expoſed to the injuſtice and calumny 

of ſeveral who perſecuted him, beſeeches the 
Lord graciouſly to receive his prayers. II. He begs 
of God grace, that he may not fin with his tongue 
by giving way to murmuring, and that he may not 
be ſeduced by ſinners, but he deſires to be reproved 
and corrected by the righteous; he copfides in God's 
help, and is perſuaded, that he would deliver him 
from them that ſought his ruin, T1357 


REFLECTION Ss, 


H E uſe we are to make of this pſalm is, I. To 
join with king David in the prayers which are 
here offered up to God, humbly beſeeching him, 
favourably. to receive our requeſts, and that our 
prayers may aſcend into his preſence ; that he would 
preſerve us from offending him, either by raſh words 
or evil thoughts, and that he would not ſuffer us to 
be drawn away by the wicked; which is the deſign 
3 of 
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ture, which ſpeak moſt clearly of the divine preſence 
and knowledge. David teaches us very expreſly, 


that God is every where; that his knowledge is in- 


finite, as well as his power; that nothing is hid from 
his all-ſeeing eye; and that wherever we are, he is 
witneſs not only of our words and actions, but even 
of our moſt ſecret thoughts. Theſe truths ſhould 
make a deep impreſſion upon us, as they did upon 
David, and engage us to live always as in God's 
ſight, and to fear that great God, who is preſent every 
where, and, as nothing can be hid from him, will 
judge us according to our works. To this reflection, 
which is the principal, we muſt add theſe three parti. 
cular conſiderations : I. That the wonderfal manner, 
in which God has given us life, affords us abundant 
motives to acknowledge his power and goodneſs, and 
to employ both our ſouls and bodies in his ſervice. 
IT. That the power and goodneſs of God ought to fill 
the righteous with great confidence, and ſecure them 

ainſt all fear of men. The laſt reflection is, that 
it we love God, we ſhall hate every thing that God 
hates, we ſhall ſhun vice, and the company of the 
wicked, but without hating them perſonally ; herein 
imitating our heavenly father, who hates unrighte- 
ouſneſs, but bears with ſinners, doing them good 
continually, and uſing great Nn towards them, 
to bring en to . 
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4 D intreats God to defend kim from the 
wiles and malice of thoſe that ſought his ruin, 
and threatens them with the divine vengeance: 


7 
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3 
— REFLECTIONS. 


E are to obſerve, that God defends the righte- 

ous from the violence of the wicked; that 
his vengeance. purſues cruel and unjuſt men, and 
thoſe who ſlander and deceive their neighbours ;. that 
how formidable ſoever their power may appear, he 
defeats all their deſigns ; and if he ſuffers the inno- 
cent to be oppreſſed for a while, he ſhews at laſt that 
he is their protector; and gives them occaſion to own 
and celebrate his power, juſtice and goodneſs. In this 
view, and with ſuch a ſpirit as this, and not with a 
ſpirit of reſentment and revenge againſt them that have 
offended us, ought we to read and meditate on this 
plalm, 

PSALM CALL 

J. ID, expoſed to the injuſtice and calumny 
of ſeveral who perſecuted him, beſeeches the 
Lord graciouſly to receive his prayers. II. He begs 
of God grace, that he may not fin with his tongue 
by giving way to murmuring, and that he may not 
be ſeduced by ſinners, but he deſires to be reproved 
and corrected by the righteous ; he copfides in God's 
help, and is perfuaded, that he would deliver him 
from them that ſought his ruin. -» | 


REFLECTIONS. 


T H E uſe we are to make of this pſalm is, I. To 
join with king David in the prayers which are 
here offered up to God, humbly beſeeching him, 
favourably. to receive our requeſts, and that our 
prayers may aſcend into his preſence ; that he would 
preſerve us from offending him, either by raſh words 
or evil thoughts, and that he would not ſuffer us to 
be drawn away by the wicked; which is the defign 
. L 4 of 


/ 
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of this excellent prayer: Set a watch, O Lord, be. 
fore my mouth; keep the door of my lips. Incline not 
my heart” to any evil thing, to practiſe wicked work; 
with men that work iniquity * and let me not eat 
their dainties. II. David teaches us to receive wi 
pleaſure and thankfulneſs the warnings and correc. 
tions of good men; ſaying with David, as all pious 
men ſhould do, Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall 
be a kindneſs ; and let bim reprove me, it fhall be an 
excellent il. Laſtly, We find by this pſalm, that 
though the condition of the righteous is ſometimes 
miſerable, yet God always preſerves them, and gives 
them not over to the will of thoſe who ſeek to deſtroy 
them. bo 2 4 


PSALM CXLII. 


AVID, being hid in the cave of Adullam, 
and ſurrounded by Saul's army, prays-God to 
alſiſt him in that imminent danger, and vows to re- 
turn him thanks and praiſe for ſo great a mercy, 
The hiſtory which occaſioned this pſalm may be read 
in the twentyfourth chapter of the firſt book of 
Samuel. a B 


RETLECTIONS. 


T HIS prayer, which David offered up to God 

when he was in danger of falling immediately 
into the hands of Saul, teaches us, that to the Lord 
we muſt apply for the help we ſtand in need of; and 
the deliverance which God vouchſafed him in this ex- 
tremity, ſhews, that the confidence of the faithful is 
never in vain ; that God never wants means to deliver 
them from danger, and to change their ſorrow into 
loy and thankſgivings. W 


PSALM 


PSALM NA 1069 


PSALM cx. 


ING David humbles himſelf before God, by 

confeſſing his ſins ; prays him to have regard to 
his deplorable condition, favourably to hear his prayer, 
to guide him by his ſpirit, and to deliver him from 
the E10 = was in. [ 

Rr ser . 
J. T HE . which king David makes at the 
beginning of this pſalm, in theſe: words, 

Enter not into indymen with thy ſervant ; for in thy 
Abi ſhall no man living be juſtified; is of ſuch general 
uſe, that there is no man who has not reaſon to make 
ic with humility and fervency. II. David's applica- 
tion to God in the time of trouble, teaches us, that 
whatever danger we are in, we ought to ſeek for ſe- 
curity and comfort in prayer, and truſt in God; and 
to this end we ſhould meditate upon his works, and 
the many proofs he has given in all ages, of his lov- 
ing-kindneſs towards thoſe that fear him. But whe- 
ther we are in affliftion, or in any other ſtate, we 
ought, above all things, to beg of God grace to fear 
him, that we may feel the effects of his love, and be 
guided by his good ſpirit; offering up continually to 
him this prayer : Cauſe me 10 bear thy laving-kindneſs 
in the morning; for in thee do I truſt. Canſe me to 
know the way wherein I ſhould walt; for I tift up my 
ſoul unto thee. Teach me to do thy will; for thou 45 
my God : thy ſpirit is good, lead me into the land of ap- 
riphineſs. Laſtly, When we obſerve with what 
warmth David, in this and many other pſalms, be- 
ſeeches God to deliver him from thoſe who hated 
him, we muſt imagine, we have not the fame reaſons 


to make that prayer as this king had; but if we have 
not 
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not the ſame reaſon as he had, we ought heartily to 
implore the divine affiſtance 2gainſt the enemies of 
our ſalvation, ſince we are always liable to be aſſaulted 
by them; and they ante — more to be ray 
| on; 1 20 


IR "” $ ALM cxLiv. 


HIS is a ſong of thankſgiving for the vidko- 

ries and deliverances which God had granted to 
David ; and a prayer for the proſperity of the people 
af Ifrad. It is thought David Dawgs this dong 
_ he 8 ſlain Goliath. | 


Rzriecrions 


I. D. VID's. thankſgivings. to God for the Vic- 

tories he had obtained, teach us to give glory 
to God for all the good things. that befal us; and 
that it is he who protects pious kings, and, in gene- 
ral, all that fear him, and who delivers them from 
the greateſt dangers. II. When God grants us any 
favour, we ought to add to our praiſes an humble 
acknowledgment of our own unworthineſs, and ſay, 
with the moſt profound ſentiments of humility 3 Lord, 
bat is man, that thou takeſt knowledge of him ! or ile 
fun of man, that thou makeſt account of bim! III. This 
pfalm. teaches us, that plenty, peace, and temporal 
proſperity, are the effects of the goodneſs of God and 
his. providence z and. that we 'ought to receive theſe 
bleſſings with thankfulneſs, and to make a right uſe 
of them. But let us, remember, that theſe temporal 
bleſſings which, the Jews aſked of God, and which 
were promiſed by the covenant made with them, are 
not the good things, which chriſtians ſhould chiefly 
look after: Let us be ſtill more ſenſible of the ſpiri- 


tual bleſſings which God grants us in the * 
a 
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and which ſecure us the enjoyment of never- ceaſi 


happineſs. A pro = of ſuch bleſſings as theſe, 
gives us greater reaſon than the Jews to day, Happy 


that prople whoſe God is the Lord. 


PSALM CXLV. 


AVID here praiſes God in a manner full of 

zeal and love, adores his majeſty and his 
wondrous works, but eſpecially his goodneſs towards 
all men, and his love to thoſe who fear and call upon 
him. This pſalm may be read (th the greateſt ad- 
vantage and edification. 


J. 


RRTI ZT IONS. 


T* IS pſalm is very proper to inflame our zeal, and 

to encourage us to praiſe God with a fervent de- 
votion. David expreſſes, in the moſt affecting terms. 
the raviſhing- joys and holy zeal with which the 
ſaints meditate upon the wonderful works of the Lord, 
and celebrate his power, majeſty, truth and juſtice, 


any and above all his goodneſs and mercy, which are 
ble over all his works. David teaches us in this pſalm, 
ay, chat as by the Lord all things were made, ſo by him 
rd, all things ſubſiſt; that his providence extends even to 


the beaſts ; but his fatherly care he repreſents chiefly 
over thoſe that fear him ; aſſuring us, that God is al- 
ways near them to defend them; that he hears them 
when they cry unto him; that he delivers them in 
nele WF their diſtreſs, and grants them their hearts deſire. 
ule WW The conſideration of all theſe things ought to fill us 
oral W vith great love for ſo good a God, lead us to imitate 
nich WW his goodneſs, inſpire us with a ſincere attachment to 
are piety, which procures theſe precious advantages; and 
efly WW animate us with ardent zeal to bleſs him, to declare his 
DITl- n and to Nr him for ever. 


and | "" us & 1.0 
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PSALM CXLVI. 


IHE prophet vows he will praiſe God all the 

days of his life; and teaches us to truſt in 
God alone, who is the governor of the world, and 
takes a — kits care of the righteous. 


RterlECTIONS. | 
WE may learn from this pl, I. That he beſt 


uſe we can make of our lives, is to employ them 
wholly in praiſing and glorifying God's holy name. 
II. That it is a great folly to put our truſt in princes, 
or in any man, fince they are mortal, and therefore 
are mere weakneſs, and even as nothing but to en- 


joy true happineſs, we muſt confide alone in God, who i 


is the creator of the world, who loves truth and 
equity, does right to thoſe that are oppreſſed, and de- 
livers them; and who will reign for ever for the de- 
oe of his pri and Children, | 


PSALM cxl vn. 


THE Iſraelites are exhorted to praiſe God on 
account of the works of the creation, and, 
for the favours he had done for their nation in par- 
ticular. | 


h TIT OLE ro ha th 
THIs aki preſents us with ono grand mo- 

tives to nr. us to love and e God. I. 
The firſt, which is common to us with the Few: 
and with all men, is taken from the power and won- 
gerful wiſdom by which he governs che world. We 
here fee that it is God who preſerves all things, who 
ſends ſnow and rain; who cauſes the earth to bring 


forth its fruit, and who gives plenty and peace; 1— 
that 
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that therefore all thoſe temporal bleſſings ought to 
be aſcribed to his bounty, and improved to his glory. 
II. Another cauſe for praiſing God, mentioned in this 
pſalm, is taken from the bleflings God beſtowed on 
the Jeus ; and particularly, in granting them, toge 
ther with his protection, the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed in the land of Canaan, and giving them 
his holy word and his law. In this reſpect, we have 
ſtill ſtronger motives to praiſe the Lord, in conſidera- 
tion of the ſpiritual bleſſings vouchſafed to us; among 
which, the moſt valuable privilege of all is, to be 
enlightened by the goſpel and by the knowledge of 
his will. This is a favour which he has not vouch- 
ſafed to all people; and therefore we ought to ac- 


knowledge the worth of it, poſſeſſing it with thank- 


fulneſs, and uſing it to the honour of his holy — 
and to our Own ſalvation. | 


PSA LM CXLVIII. 


AVID, in the tranſports of his zeal, invites all 
the creatures of heaven and earth to praiſe the 
Lord, but chiefly mankind, and the Zrae/ites in parti- 
cular, There is a one of beauty and e 


in this . 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this pſalm, as well as in many others, we learn, 
I. That it is God who has created, who preſerves 
and governs all the creatures that are in heaven, or 
upon the earth; the angels, the ſan, the moon, and 
all the ſtars ; that by his will, fire, hail, ſnow, winds, 
mountains, trees, and the graſs, fublift in a regular 
order, and produce the ſeveral effects which we daily 
obſerve. II. Let us conſider, that as all theſe crea- 
tures, except the angels, are deſtitute of reaſon, they 
are ſaid to praiſe the Lord, only as they afford us 
motives 
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motives to praiſe him, by the wonders which they 
ſet before us; and therefore, that it is man's duty to 
bleſs God, as he alone is capable of knowing him by 
his works. III. We ſee in this pſalm, that all forts 
of perſons are obliged to diſcharge this duty; that 

reat and ſmall, men and women, young and old, 
ought all of them to praiſe the name of the Lord, 
All in general, who have the happineſs to live in 
the pale of the church, ought to ſignalize their zeal, 
and join in giving glory to the creator of all things; 
and it ſhould be our moſt ardent deſire, that the name 
of the Lord our God may be bleſſed and praiſed by 
us, and by all creatures, both now and for ever. 


PSALM. CxLIX. 


HIS is a pſalm of praiſe and thankſgiving, for 
the victories which the people of IJſrael had 
gained over ſeveral kings, by the divine aſſiſtance. 


REFLECTIONS. — 


THIS pſalm ſhould ſtir up all the true members 
of the church, to ſing and publiſh the praiſes 
of God, and to rejoice in him continually, And as 
the Iſraelites ſung hymns of joy, becauſe God had 
made them triumph over their enemies, and the 
kings that waged war with them; we ought likewiſe 
to praiſe him for the care he has taken of his church, 
and for all the favours we have received from him; 
but chiefly, for ſubduing our ſpiritual enemies, and 
putting it in our power to triumph over them our- 
ſelves, and to be in all things more than conquerors, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


PSALM 
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PSALM CL 


HE pſalmiſt exhorts all men to praiſe God, be- 
T cauſe of his glorious majeſty and his wonderful 
works, and to make uſe of holy inſtruments for that 
purpole. This concludes the whole book of palms.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


THIS pſalm, which is the laſt of all, ſhould in- 

ſpire all of us with a holy zeal, to praiſe: with» | 
out ceaſing the majeſty of God, his infinite power, 
and all his adorable perfections. This ought all of 
us to do, not only with our lips and voice, but chiefly 
with the heart; remembring, that if the Jews in their 
worſhip made uſe of mulical inſtruments and many 
other ceremonies, God requires us to praiſe him 
and worſhip him under the goſpel chiefly with the 
heart, and with all poſſible zeal and affection. Let 
us, all our lives, diſcharge ſo juſt and pleaſing a duty 
and let us, to this end, make a good uſe of the many 
noble exhortations and divine patterns of devotion 
contained in the Book of Pſalms; that after we have 
praiſed and glorified God upon earth, we may glorify 
2 eternally in the ver wich all the bleſſed P 

men. 


. 


The end of the book of Pants. 
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moral ſentences, 


T 


II. A warning to ſhun wicked men, and not to = 
| e 


ARGUMENT. 


This book of Proverbs, which has king Solomon fr 
its author, conſiſts of two paris: I. The nine firſ 


chapters, which is the firſt part, contain the exhor- 
tations, inſtruttions and ' advices, which wiſdom dit. 
tates to mankind, II. The other part, which begins 
at the tenth chapter, is a colleftion of Proverbs and 

all manner of ſubjefts, It ap- 
pears that Solomon wrote the, firſt twenty-four 
chapters: The ſentences of that prince, comained 
in the ſucceeding chapters, were collected together 


about 280 years after, in the time of king Hezekiah, 


The two laſt chapters ſeem to have ſome other au- 
thor.” The ſentences of this book are ſbort, thiir 


tile figurative, after the manner of the eaſtern uri 


ters; but their meaning is of the grenteſt importance, 
as they furniſh us with excellent inſtruftions upon 
every kind of duty, and ſuiled to all perſons and 
conditions. 


CHAP. I. 
HE firſt chapter contains three parts: I. A 


preface, which ſhews the deſign of this book, 
with an exhortation to acquire wiſdom. 


en . 0 
fer outſel yes to be ſeduced, by them. III. An invita- 


177 
non which wiſdom addreſſes to, ſinners, in order to 
their converſion, with ſevere threatnings againſt thoſe 
that harden their hearts, and refuſe to be converted. 


7 7 c Im” ae 
RrrLlEcttions. 


Harn are chree thiggs, in, this firſt cha 
* which, demand our, particular attention, I. 
are to obſerve, that 105 chief deſign ot this hoo, N. 
r6 teach men prudepce and ünderſtanding, and ena- 
ble: them to attain true wiſdom, which conſiſts in the 
fear of the Lord z that this is what all, young people 
eſpecially, ought chiefly to,apply themſelves to; and , 
tat this heayznly, wiſdom is attended with eypry Pete, 
ing and advantage. e ſhould diſ- 
poſe us” to improve by the inſtructions contained in 
this book. II. Salomon teaches us, that in order to 
arrive at true wiſdom, we ſhould ſhun, wicked men, 
and thoſe who ſeek the hurt of their neighbours, leſt 
they ſhould. draw us inte evil, by cher ſolicitations; 
and by their examples, and we ſhould be inyplved in 
the miſeries that, threaten; them. III. We ought to 
hearken ſerioully to that wiſe and grave remgnſtrance - 
which wiſdom, ar thg end. of this chapter, adreſſes 0 
linners,, who, like fools, ert from the right may. We 
here ſee yet y plainly, that, God fſgeks ſingers, and 
wg them hear 2 voitez, that he omits, nothing co 
withdraw, them from evilz that he is ready to give 
them bly ON and holy ſpirit ; chat he does pat fer: 
ſake them, till. after they have deſpiſed his. counſels. 
and, abuſed his patience 3 after which it is nd longer 
— oF 2 10 7 Dres his mercy. . . This 
«ts the goodneſs and juſtice of God in a clear light, 
and ſhews that men may be happy if they will _ 
that" if they are nqt, their perdition proceeds from 
themſelves ; and therefore, that they ought to hearken 
to the voice of God, and to the wholeſome inſtruc- 
ka MX tions 
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tions he gives them, and make good uſe of his long. 
ſuffering and proffers of mercy, before it be too late. 


CHAP, U. 


\OLOMON exhorts us above all things to la- 
bour for the attainment of true wiſdom. I. He 

thews, that it is the moſt valuable thing in the world, 
and that God gives it to thoſe who ſeek it ſincerely, 
II. He teaches us, that they who ſeek after wiſdom, 
and attain it, are filled with good, and are ſecured 
from temptation z but that they who depart from it 
to follow evil, and particularly ſuch as give themſelves 
up to impurity, hurry themſelves into the greateſt 


- * 


T HE inſtructions which Solomon here gives us are, 
I. To hearken to the words of wiſdom, to be at- 
tentive to its counſels, to ſeek it with all our heart; 
that, in order to attain it, we are to beg it of God, 
who is the author and fountain of it; that it is not 
hard to attain, and that God gives it to all who ſin- 
cerely deſire it. II. This chapter ſets before us the ad- 
vantages which accrue from the poſſeſſion of this di- 
vine wiſdom; it communicates the knowledge and 
prudence we ſtand-in need of, procures peace and tran- 
quillity, preſerves from all evil, and particularly from 
the evil of temptation. By wiſdom we may avoid the 
ſnares of the wicked, need not fear the effects of their 
malice, nor are we in danger of periſhing with them. 
Laſtly, Solomon teaches us, that one of the advantages 
which wiſdom procures to mankind is, that it pre- 
vents them particularly from falling into unckkanneſs, 
and preſerves them from thoſe miſeries which re 
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t.Q0L OMON exhorts. men to follow the inſtruc- 
tions of wiſdom, to fear God, to truſt in him, 
to hbnour him; and to ſubmit to his corrections. II. 
That prince next deſcribes the excellence of wiſdom, 
and the great happineſs is procures. Laſtly, He ex- 
horts us to do good to all, to hurt no body, and to 
walk. uprightly: 2 O7 22UNIQO7 gol ) IS ow 1 


l vice AN Kia booty on 
ON this eliapter we are to conſider in general the 

grave and affecting ethortations when Soup 
here addreſſes to mankind, and his deſcription: ef the 
happineſs of thoſe who give themſelves up to the 
guidance and direction of wifſom. On this head he 
informs us, that he who fears God, and departs from 
iniquity, | is more happy than. if he poſſeſſed all the 
treaſures, and every thing that the world eſteems at, 
the higheſt rate; that lem makes men enjoy the 
molt exalted pleaſures, gives length of days, and id 
a ſpring of life and bleſſing; that with it we need 
fear no evil, but may walk ſecurely; riſing up and 
lying down without terror, having God always for 
our protector. Beſides this, Solomon here recotinmends 
many particular duties: ſuch are, I. To truſt in God, 
and not in our own wiſdom. II To look up to God in 
all our ways, to fear him, and to depart from evil. 
III. To honour God by a holy and religious uſe of 
our ſubſtance, and of all the temporal advantages he 
confers on us. IV. To ſubmit to his corrections, re- 
membring, that whom the Lord loveub, be correcteth x 
even as a father the ſon in whom. be delighteth. V. Ne- 
yer to do an unjuſt action, or injure our neighbour, 
5 M 2 ih 
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or to go to law with him without reaſon or neceſſity; 
but on the contrary, to delight in doing him good, 
never deferring our aſſiſtance, when we have it in dur 
power. The laſt duty is, not to envy the wicked; 
and to remember, that they who walk not uprightly 
are an abomination -to the Lord, and that his curſe is 
in their houſes ; whereas God always bleſſes them that 
„„ r Tr ue 
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I. QOLO MON continues to exhort men to the 

8 ſtudy of wiſdom, and to ſhew that it brings 
true glory and happineſs to thoſe who apply them- 
ſelves toit. II. He warns men to ſhun the company 
of the wicked, and their evil examples, and to fol- 
low conſtantly the rules of piety and juſtice. 
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LL, eſpecially young people, find in this cha 
A ter vecy whollociie Eitens, and powerful deve 
to lay hold of the inſtructions which are given them, 
to form in them a habit of piety and virtue. Solomon 
exhorts us to eſteem and love wiſdom, and to labour 
above all things to acquire and keep it, aſſuring us 
that this makes men happy, and raiſes them to the. 
higheſt pitch of glory. He teaches us ' moreover, 
that, in order to attain true wiſdom, it is highly ne- 
ceſſary that we avoid the company and allurements of 
the wicked, ſince the ways they take lead to death. 
Laſtly; He charges us to attend to the divine inſtruc- 
tions of wiſdom, to have them always before qur eyes, 
to keep our heart from every thing that may corrupt 
or ſeduce it; and fo to order our actions, our dif- 
courſes and all our ways, that we may never turn 
away from the right path. x e e ng has bs 
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Hl 8 chapter contains exhortations to ſhun the 
irregular deſires of the fleſh, and to abſtain 
from uncleanneſs, © '' as 
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ON this chapter it muſt-be remarked, that among 

other wholſome advice given unto men, wiſdom 
recotfmends, in a very particular manner, to abflor 
uncleanneſs,” and to ſhun perſons who live in debauch- 
ery.” Solomon "ſpeaks of the ſtrange woman, becauſe, 


12 the nations bordering on the land of 1/rae! lived 


very diſſolute lives, the Hraclitei were in great danger 
of being ſeduced by women coming from thoſe coun- 
tries. He exhorts men very ſtrenuouſly, and young 
men particularly; to avoid all ſuch perſons: He ſets 
before them the folly and ſtupidity of thoſe who fuffer 
themſelves to be ſeduced by ſenſual pleaſures, the mi- 
ſeries thiey are -expoſed to, and the injuries they do 
themſelves ; reminding ehem, above all, that the ac- 
tions of mem are all expoſed to God's view, and that 
he examines all their ſteps. Theſe conſiderations, 
added tothe many other motives which the goſpel fur- 
niſhes us with, ought to inſpire us with the greateſt 
abhorrence of impurity. They teach us, that wiſ- 
dom and piety cannot dwell in a heart enſlaved by this 
paſſion 3 chat we ought with all poſſible care to avoid 
the temptations, opportunities and objects, which 
might raiſe looſe deſires; and endeavour to be pure 
and chaſte, both in body and ſpirit. ' 
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CHAP. VI. 


I. OLOMON adyiſes not to be too haſty to en. 
| ter into ſuretiſhip for any one with a ſtranger. 

II. tie- exhorts' us to avoid idleneſs, of which he e- 
preſents the fatal conſequences; and to abhor malice, 
pride, cruelty and lying. III. He ch vs 40 ab- 
ſtain from uncleanneſs, and to abhor thol 
it draws men into. 
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O05 this chapter we are, to conſider, J. thor 
advice which Solomon gives, not to 
ty for another, does not mean, that we Gould — 
be bound for any perſon whatever; but this pruent 
maxim means only, that no one ſhould raſhly engage 
for another; and that the J/raclites, in particular, 
ve to beware of being bound for others with ſtrang- 
This was founded upon God's command; tha 
che Jſraehites, ſhould. not — any particular dealing 
kk the neighbouring nations ; and becauſe ſuch ſure- 
vi, dos — ſeveral inconveniencies. II. We 
oug . to e well What the wiſe man faith of 
idleneſs, and of the great miſchiefs that attend it: 
And above all, we opght to avoid it, becauſe it cor- 
rupts the mind and the. heart, and Jeads us into temp- 
G00 * to ſin. III. Salamon 2 us, that 
proud and haughty, | and cruel 
—4 3 os who contrive miſchief, ho btar falſe 
witneſs, and ſow diviſſon by evil reports. -. Since thoſe 
who are guilty of theſe ſins are an abomination to the 
N we oughs utterly o abhor them, and remem- 
r, that they would be much more abominable in us 
than they were in the Fews, IV. Young men are 
* here exhorted to follow the good inſtructions of their 
fathers and mothers, and never to forget them, Laſt- 
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ly, The curſes denounced in this and the following 
chapter, againſt adulterers and unclean perſons, prove, 
that the divine vengeance purſues them in a particular 
manner, and experience confirms the truth of theſe 
threatnings 3 but what the goſpel ſays of theſe odious 
ſins, ſhould affect us ſtill more, as it leaves not the 
leaſt room to doubt but God will very ſeverely puniſh 
thoſe who give way to them. 


. 
* . 
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CHAP. VIE. r 

Tuse ne, contaitis exhortations' to follom 

the rules and maxims of wiſdom ; and particu- 

larly, to ſtudy to be chaſte, and not to ſuffer ourfelves 
to be ſeduced by impure and immodeſt perſons, 

THE frequent warnings. of the. wiſe man, from 

the beginning of this bock. to guard men againſt 

| aig; WA is utterly — | 
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impurity, 
with wiſdom and the fear of God; that none but 
give any way to it; but that perſons truly wiſe avoid 
the ſnares of ſenſuality. We find in this chapter, 
that the impure and unclean are luxurious and impu- 
dent, diſſolute in their. lives, and fond of pleaſures 
and finery. Salomon ſhews, that we cannot too ſtudi- 
ouſly avoid perſons of, this character; and that thoſe 
who are drawn away by the luſts of the fleſh, are like 
brute beaſts which have no underſtanding, and haſten 
to their own deſtructioi. Theſe warnings will have 
ſtill greater force, if we conſider, that beſides the miſe- 
ries which uncleanneſs expoſes men to in this life, it 
hurries them into a ſtate moſt fatal to the ſoul, and to 


their eternal welfare; and we ſhould attentively weigh 
; M4 the 
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| the declarations of the goſpel on thir head, ” which ar 
am ee W N thoſe of Solomon." 
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1. H E divine icon invites men to 8 
inſtructions, and lay hold of the” advantages 


which ſhe offers to them, II. She declares that ſhe 


wa 44 1 


was with God from the beginning; that by her he 
finiſhed all his works, and governs the world; that 
Me, greatly Meal thoſe who. follow her inſtructipm; 
ag Spy, 15 e Mo 550 er make thetalelves = 
rab 
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E here ſee, I, God's great goodneſs, and par: 


. ticular care in calling all men without exc 
tion, even ſinners; to receive inſtructionꝭ in 'withdrafs. 
ing them frofit the follies and errors of the world, and 
communicating to chem true wiſdom: By thus pre- 
venting them; and doing every thing that is neceſſary 
to make them happy; God ſhews, that if they do not 
arrive at wiſdom and happineſs, it will be wholly theit 
con- fault. II. In'this chapter we learn, that divine 
wiſdom is the moſt excellent thing in the world; that 
ſhe has always been with God; that the world was 
male by her, and that by her all things ſubfiſt in the 
order wherein we ſee them; that ſhe ſets up kings: and 
gives them the prudence they ſtand in need ; and 
that this wiſdom, which was with God before the crea- 
tion, has been made manifeſt to render men happy. 
This was in an eſpecial manner fulfilled when the Son 
of God came intò the world, and declared to men the 
doctrine of ſalvation: And this ought to induce vs 
the mare to make a good uſe of the inſtructions that 
are 
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are given us in the goſpel. Laſtly, Solomon teaches 
ps, that this 1 wiſdom is communicated bnly 
to thoſe that love her and deſire to receive her; that 
in order to find her, we need only to deſire and ſeek 
her; that ſhe cannot dwell with pride and diſorderly 
jons; that 2 0 1 al her, dark: 

ha but that. as re wrong their o. 
i WOW Se i the wane of deaths”; © - 
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IS DOM. Propoſes, under the NIE 5 

feaſt, the £ things ſhe beſtows upon men; 
exhotts, them to receive her inſtruCtions, And warns 
them tb avoid the temptations by. which the : fooliſh 
and abandoned woman draws away —_— 


RI reren 

ER E ate three reflections to be made 6n this 

chapter. I. That ſince wiſdom invites men, ich 
0 8 earneſtneſs and GU to job 
of her good things, we ough — — her grac id 
invitations, renouncing Ge ye; he age, pn 
cerely applying ourſelves to the ſtudy of true wiſdom] 
which”-copfiſts in the fear of God, and which will 
dung us to an eternity of ha and glory; II. 
It muſt be obſerved, that theſe Holſome counſels of 
wiſdom are not received by all alike; that wiſe men 
hearken to them with pleaſure; and improve them; 
but that worldly and profane men make a mock” 
them, and only take occaſion from them to 
wicked, III. This chapter ſhews us, that it is one 
of the greateſt follies, and moſt dangerous errors, to 


ſuffer ourſelves to be allured by the charms of volup- 
tuouſneſs; and that we cannot ſtand too much upon 
our guard againſt this tempration, ſince it is ſo atal 
in its conſequences to thoſe who give way to it. This 
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Solomon himſelf is a melancholy exam 
CT by OO PHE in his 8 
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2 the 1 or wiſe ſentences of Selma 
ined in chis chapter, relate 
to Erin; to ill-gotten goods; to the 
happineſs of the righteous, and the unhappineſs of the 
wicked; to charity, and the love of peace ; to wil- 
dom in diſcourſe; to the advantage of corrections; 
to Hlandering; to the fault of ſpeaking too much 7 
the benefit of converſing with wiſe men ; to the 
ſtruction of the wicked, and to the firm A 
condition of 0 rightcous, = 
re tian 


REFLECTIONS 
FRE reflections to be made on this chapter 

Hallowing: That the greateſt happineſs Gat fathers 
. 1 rs is, to ww * children 4 that goods 
| dy injuſtice, fraud, or extortion, never /laſ 
ng; — the bleſſing f God, which alone is trug 
always reſts upon the upright ;. that he who 
2 integrity, walks ſecurely ; but chat they tha 
rt from the way, ſhall never proſper; that 

we ne ould avoid „and that charity covers 
nem Beſides this, we learn in this — 
i, th we ought 4 to be very prudent and diſcreet in 
courſe; e is a great fault to talk too much 
Fo great, talkers ſeldom fail of falling into lying, 
llandering and other fins. Solomon tells us likewile, 
that what the wicked fear, befals them; that at laſt 
they come to ruin ; but that God grants the righteous 
77 ey 4 that the fear of the Lord prolongs 
rs it happy ty mg righte- 
00 fhall 2 gla and that they ſhall m 
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of, Wl moved. Theſe are moſt certain truths, and maxims of 
very great uſe, which we ought to have continually 


0 before our eyes. da do oh 1 - | 
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WHAT ve learn in this chapter ir as follows 
the WW * 1. That God abhors deceit and injuſtiee, and 
hers BN that we ought inviolably to adhere! to integrity and 
od Wl vprightneſs, bath in our words and actions. II. That 
laſt I pride is attended with ſhame, whereas: humility leads 
true Wl to glory. III. That the wicked do much miſchief in 
who Bl the wotld, and when they dio their hopes periſh; but 
tha that the righteous ptocure great happineſs to cities tid 
that I ſtates, and that their happineſs is always immoveable. 
vert IV. That wiſe men avoid ſlander and tale- Bearing. 
nap» ¶ and are prudent in their diſcourſes but that great 
et in 


evils happen both to the public and to private perſons, 
ich; for want of prudence and good counſel- V. Thar, 
ing, doner or later, the wicked will be puniſhed. VI. 
wie, I That a virtuous woiman'ought to be eſteemed; but # 
alt I voman without virtue deſerves contempt; VII. That 
eous It is a great folly to love riches, and to put oùr truft 
in them; and particularly, that thoſe that rejoice in 
times of ſcarcity and dearth, and take advantage from 
It to entich zhemſelyes, ſhall be accurſed, _ 
that. 


"+ 
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that if even the: 8 man is expoſed to afffictiots 
in this world; the ſinner ſhall not eſcape divine ven. 


geance, but ſhall infallibly receive what he has de. 
R 


on I'S. chapter contajns ſentences concerning 1 
1 re&tion, and the uſefulneſs of it; the atvine 
bleſſing on good men, and the puniſhment of he 
wicked 3 concertſing virtuous women, prudence, mo. 
deſty, ' humanity, ſloth, fincerity,” the proſperity of 

the rightedus, and the unhappineſs of thoſe that give 
themſelves up to fraud and injuſtice? :. 

Y | 
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V E are to learn from hence; I.: To love inſttuo 
tion and correction; and always to follow that 
which is right, ſince that procures the divine favour; 
II. What is here ſaid of the worth of a prudent and 
virtuous woman, warns chriſtian women of cheir duty; 
III. Soloman charges us to live modeſtly,” and not th 
affect grandeur and ſnew ; to avoid eruelty and inhu- 
manity:z: ta de: idiligent and induſtrious ; to abho- 
fraud and dereit, and never tu tvrong any one; to be 
prudent and ſincere; in our words to ſove peace and 
to procure it; and conſtantly: tor follow Juſtice ant 
the fear of God, that being the way that leads to lite: 
Theſe are maxims of the greateſt importance, which 
we ought to practiſe, not only becauſe they may con- 
tribute to our happineſs in -this:life, but chiefly be- 
cauſe they are in themſelves right, and in kee * 
we do what is acceptable to God, and procure is fa: 
Wi n: Aon 1502 inen Big f feen 
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HE leſſons of inſtruction in: this. chapter, re- 
1 gard prudent children, ſincerity, and caution in 
our words and actions, diligence and labour, mo- 
4 deſty, pride, goods unjuſtly gotten, the advantage of 
1 hearing, the inſtructionz of the, wiſe, good and bad 
ade company, the neceſſity of , correcting children, and 
* 1356 OL 115.77 8 0 683 DINE 
A. RaFLECTION:S.:;; * 
Fu 'HIS. chapter contains divers ſerjtences ; the chief 
of which tend to inform us, how profitable it is 
to young people to be reproved and inſtructed; how 
important it is to be ſincere, and at the ſame time pru - 
ric! dent and reſerved in our words; the great advantages 
that of diligence and humility; and on the contrary, the 
-6ur; N evils that proceed from oth, negligence and pride; 
ard Ml the curſe that follows goods unjuſtly gotten ; the ad- 
lary; WY vantage we reap from the company o perſons fearing. 
ot ts WW God, and the danger of frequenting the company © 


+4 


0 
hu: the wicked. Laſtly, Solomon teaches us, that God. 
bleſſes the ſubſtance and poſterity of the upright ; that 
thoſe who love their children ought to chaſtiſe them 
betimes; that the righteous ſhall ſee the accompliſh- 
ment of their wiſhes, and enjoy ſolid peace; but that 
miſery will be the portion of ſinners who depart, 
from their duty. Oat 


CHAP. XV. 


T HIS chapter treats about virtuous women, up- 
1 tightneſs, prudence, falſe witneſs, wiſdom, and 


che blindneſs of men in judging of themſelves; of 
A Hale joy, credulity, wrath, liars, of imprudence; 
| IG "wh "| Hy deſpiſing 
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deſpiſing the poor, and reſpect paid to the rich; of 


compaſſion towards! the miſerable, of ſincerity, the 
effects of the fear of God, of meekneſs, and of what 


. — * . 7 * * 
occaſions the happineſa ot unhappineſs of kingdoms; 
© 4 7 4 „ 
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AMONG the teflections, which this chapter ſug- 
geſts, theſe particularly deſerve our attention, 
Here we learn, that women do much good or much 
harm in families; that the mark of a man who fears 
God, is to walk in uprightneſs; that we ought always 
to ſpeak in truth, and with prudence, and to. avoid 
inſincerity, lying and imprudence, in our difcourſe; 
that men are apt to be deceived, and to think them- 
ſelves in the tight way when they are in the road of 
deſtruction; that the joy of the wicked ends in ſorrow 
and miſery ; that credulity, as well as wrath and en- 
„make men fall into m wlts; and that it is 
eat wiſdom to be meek and moderate ; that rich 
men are uſually honoured, but that poor and mean 
men are neglected and deſpiſed ; that it is affronting 
God to deſpiſe the poor, but he that has compaſſion 
oh them honours he Lord ; that where the fear of 
God is, there is a ſpring of life, a firm aſſurance, and 
a preſervative againſt the ſnares of death. Laſtly, 
That juſtice and uprightneſs are the true glory of kings, 
and the greateſt ſecurity of ſtates; but, on the con- 
trary, injuſtice becomes their ſhame and their miſery. | 


CHAP. XV. 


| HE wiſe man makes mention of meeknefs and 
prudence in our words ; of the-knowledge God 
has of the behaviour of all men; of the prayers of 
the righteous, and thoſe of the wicked ; of the man- 
x" hy 4 „ ner 


| C H AP. XV, XVI. : | 191 
of ner in which the wiſe and the fooliſh receive correo - 
he bobs; of joy and contentment of mind; of a mean 
u eſtate; of wrath; of idleneſs; of, wiſe children 3 of 
5. the deſtruction of the proud and unjuſt; and of the 

happineſs of men of integrity and humility. 
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ROM this chapter we may gather, that meeks 
F neſs and Gren in en good; 
that God 'knows and examines the conduct and the 
hearts of all, both good and bad men; that inſtruc- 
tions and corrections are very uſeful; that wiſe men 
receive them willingly; but that it is a ſure mark of 
fally and blindneſs not to be able to endute them; 
that God bleſſes the righteous and bears their prayers, 
but tejects thoſe of the wicked ; that joy and content 
i the greateſt bleſſing of our lives, when joined with 
piety ; that a little with the fear of God and with 
peace, is better than riches that bring trouble and 
wickedneſs along with them; that anger and idle- 
neſs are attended with fatal conſequences ; that wiſe 
children are a comfort to their parents; that God 
deltroys the impious and the proud ; that the family 
ff thoſe who love diſhoneſt gain ſhatt<ome to ruin; 
but that God proſpers thoſe that fear him, and do 
nghteouſly, and walk humbly before him. 
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0 LOMO N ſhews, that God knows and directs 
O che actions and thoughts of men; that in him 
e ought to put our truſt; that he does every _ 
mth wiſdom ; that he forgives ſins; and that tho 

rho turn to him and fear him, obtain his favour 3 
lat we ought to poſſeſs nothing unjuſtly; and that 
od hates pride and injuſtice: He treats —_— 
0 


of the power and a of kings, of the worth of 
wiſdom, of pride and humility, of prudence, of la. 
bour, of evil-ſpeaking, of an nn old 85, of of 
I and — 1. of leu | 


ys, | 
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Reviuerions. 


T HE. leſſons of inſtruckion which the wiſe mal 
here gives us ate, I. That God knows the hearts 
of men; that in him alone we ought to place our 
truſt; that he diſpoſes all things with profound wiſ- 
dom and perfect juſtice; and that the miſeries and ca. 
lamities of the wicked are an effect of his juſtice. II. 
That from God we may obtain pardon of ſin and a 
reconciliation, rovided we have recourſe to him by 
repentance, and fear him and depart, from evil. Ii. 
That ſince a little with righteouſneſs is better than great. 
revenues withqut right ; and pride goeth before deſtrucs 
tion; we cannot too ſtudioully avoid injuſtice, deceit, 
and haughtineſs. IV. Solomon exhorts thoſe that are 
exalted above others to hate injuſtice, to love virtue, 
and upright men, and to make a good uſe of theit 
authority. V. He exhorts us to apply ourſelves to the 
ſtudy of true wiſdom, and of the fear of God, ſince, 


that is more worth than all the riches 1 in the world; | rig 


to be prudent, meek, moderate in our diſcourſe and 
actions; and to * abſtain from ſlander, malice and 
wrath. VI. He teaches us, that a virtuous old 

is very honourable, and that! this bleſſing is uſually 
beſtowed by God on the godly. Laſtly, He declares 
that God preſides over the lot, which plaihly proves 
that he knows every thing; that be directs all things 


by his providence z and that _— fe in the 
world but by his will. 
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25 H E ſentences of this chapter e to LETS | 
0 


ere 5 ” 


the fidelity of ſervants, the knowledge God has 

mens hearts, the contempt of the poor, = bleſſing 

of families, the averſion that judges ought to have to 

lying, to takin BO and to, injuſtice 3 others re= 

Jate to If ts, to folly, ingratitude and; quarrels ; 

others ſpeak, 0 the excellence of frendlhip, of Go 
misfortune, of having wicked nde Jo 
ſorrow, 5 diſcretion in ſpeaking, and of that 
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W E may learn from this chapter, IL. That Ha 
are 2 5 things neceſſary in order to make any 
family happy; namely, peace, faithful ſervants, and 
hildren brought up jn virtue, II. That God ſearches 
and examines the hearts of men, which is a powerful 
motive to godlinefs. © III. That to deſpiſe the poor, 
and to rejbide at the evib which befals other men, is a 
fin againſt God, and expoſes us to his wrath. IV. 
bat magiſtrates and judges ought to have a' 22 
erſion againſt lying and deceit, againſt bribes an 
Wnrighteous judgments, V. That tale-bearers ſow di- 
ifion; but that ſeaſonable reproots: are very uſeful. 
I. That ungrateful perſons, and thoſe that return 
vil for good, ſhall never be bleſſed. VII. That 
quarrels ought to be carefully avoided, VIII. That 
ne of the greateſt bleſſings we can enjoy in this world 
to find true friends. IX. That ſince joy makes 
ite happy, and ſorrow and vexation render it irſome, 
je ought to apply durſelves to the fear of God, which 
lone can give true contentment and ſatisfaction. Laff- 
» That one of the chief effects of wiſdom is to 
FNeak with diſcretion, and to know when to hold our 
Vor. II. N tongues. 


194 PROVERBS, 


tongues. Every one of us, according to our condi. 
tion and circumſtances, ſhould meditate upon theſe 
precepts, and conform our actions to them. 


” EF 7 
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O LOMO N ſpeaks of peoples interfering with 
things which do not concern them; of prudent 
and grave diſcourſe; of ＋ 5 of perſons in judgment, 
and of taking bribes, He talks Iikewiſe of quarrels, 
and the care which ought to be taken to put an end to 
them; of idleneſs and flattery, and of truſt in God; 
of pride, and the deſtruction that attends it; of rah 
ſpeaking and judgin z of the deſire of the wiſe to re- 
ceive inſtruction; of law-ſnits; of the good and evil 
occaſioned: by the tongue of virtuous women; of pride 
on account of riches, and of the care which ought 
be taken to preſerve true friends. | 7 
REFLECTIONS. 


1 N this chapter king Solomon teaches us to uſe 
great deal of prudente in our words and actions; 

to ſeek the converſation. of wiſe men, and improve 
by. their inſtructions; to exerciſe juſtice ; to put at 
end to diſputes, and procure peace with-all poſſible 
care; not to hearken to flatterers, nor take pleaſure 
in their diſcourſe, and to ſhun idleneſs. The wik 
man informs us likewiſe, that the name of the Lotd 
is a ſure refuge for the righteous; that when men are 
puffed up with pride, their ruin is not far off; that 
very great miſchiefs are occaſioned by raſh words; 
and. in general, that much good and evil proceed from 
the tongue. This chapter warns judges in particular 
not to reſpett perſons, not ta take bribes, and to judge 
righteous judgment. Here we ſee, laſtly, that a vir- 
tuous and prudent woman, is one of the greateſt bleſs 
ings God can grant in this life; and that we 7 
ES $8975 - 


count of their povert 


Mn p. XX. 


ſet too great a * upon faithful and virtuous friends. 
When we read theſe ſeveral ſentences of Salomon, we 
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ſhould not conſider then barely as prudent rules and 

maxims, Which tend to make men happy in this life, 
and prevent many temporal inconveniences; but we 
ought to look upon them as means of pleaſing God, 
and procuring his love approbation : And this | 
— to be our Siepe 7 view in the obſervation of 
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qi HE ſentences of this, chapter relate to the Jude: 


ment which wiſe men form of others, on ac- 
and riches, and the notions 
which the generality of mankind conceive of them on 
the ſame account : Other ſentences relate to impru- 
dence, to falſe witneſſes, to the exaltation of in for 
perſons, to the care which ought to be taken in ſup- 
prefling anger, and to the wrath of kings: Others 
preſent the good and evil that is occaſioned by —” 
and by children; the reward of charitable perſons ; 
the duty of correcting children; the evils ariſing from 
anger, idleneſs, and being withour the fear of God; 
the advan of piety; the puniſhment and milerles 
N wick men draw upon themfeldes. l 


dS CHI 


Rz#Lections. 


pi H E refleiohs we ſhould here make are, 1. That 
r man, who walks in his integrity, is more 

raluable than a rich man without virtue; and there- 
fore that we ought not to eſteem men becauſe they are 
nch, nor deſpiſe, others for the meanneſs of their con- 
dition, IL That it is of great importance to behave 
vith prudence in all things: III. That falſe witneſſes , 
will not eſcape: unpuniſhed. IV. That it is a great 
misfortune hen mean and unworthy. perſons are put 
N 2 in 


i 
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in authority. V. That to know how to pardon inju. 
ries, and to moderate our anger, is the effect of 
wiſdom. VI. That women and children ebenes 
much to the happineſs or miſery of families; and 
that we muſt correct our children betimes, without be. 
ing withholden by a falſe tenderneſs. This chapter 
reaches us likewiſe, that bx who gives to the poor lend; 


to the Lord, and God wilt pay bim again; that wrath 


and idleneſs are the occaſion of many evils; that the 
true way to be happy to the end of our lives, is to 
keep the commands of God, and to fear him; and 
laſtly, that the advantages df correction are great; 


that we ought to ſubmit to it-wilftagly ; and that chaſe 


themſelves the greateſt miſeriswÆw. 
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QME of the maxims contained in . this,chapte 

relate to exceſs in wine, to kings and their wrath, 
to law-ſuits and floth,; others repreſent the praiſes 
given to virtue, the happineſs which the, poſterity of 
the, righteous enjoy, the corruption. of men, God's 
averſion to injuſtice, the, natural diſpofition of children, 
and the price of wiſdom. others ſpeak of Qlanderers, 
of rebellious children, of revenge, of goods unjuſtly 
gotten, of ſacrilege, of breaking vows, of the ſecu- 


rity of ſtates, and the true glory of young and old. 
19.40 a Sf Ot ag eo ont TT 


he Rin rene 

COLO MON here recommends to us 
"drunkenneſs and intern „ leſt we fall into 
quarrels and other diſorders, which are the conſequet- 
ces of it; to reverence kings; to abſtain from law- 
ſuits; not to give way to ſloth, nor to content our- 
ſelves with praiſing virtue, but to practiſe it alſo. — 
| & * reaches 


to avoid 


worſhip which the wicked pay 
neſſes,” and of the infinite power of the Lord. 
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he is alt 
weights, - falſe” meaſures, 'and. all Torts of fraud, 4 

an aborniinativn-to'the Lord. He ſhews us too; that 
the good of bad Hifpoſitien'ef men is diſcbvered from 
their moſt tender uge; /and'thitt"therefore"we, vughr to 
take # particiFar care of the education of children from 
the very Beginning; 'that ihdulging ourſelves in too 
much ſleep is not” conſiſtent with virtue ; that true 
wiſdom is but ſeldom to be found; that we ſhould 
avoid the company of ffanderers and tale bearers; 
that a curſt attends diſobeciient children, as well as ill. 
gotten riches 7 and that we duglit never to returt evil 
for evil. Laſtiy, We may gathef from hence, that it 
is u great ſin to commit ſaerilege, and not to perform 
our vows; that à righteous government is the happr̃- 
neſs of a nation; that young people dught to make a 
good uſe of the ftrength' and vigour of their age; and 
that old age is honourable, When it is accompanied 


with. virtue. 
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E ſee in this chapter, tharthe hearts of kings, 
and of all men, are in the hands of God; 


and that nothing is more pleaſing to him than upright- 


nels. Solomon ſpeaks here of pride, of riches acquired 
by injuſtice, of quarrelſome women, of hardneſs. of 
heart towards the miſerable, of preſents, of the plea- 
ſure which good men take in'dving good, of the fov- 


* 


fr! truir of pleryahd 


widom, of flothful perſons, af the covetous, of the 


to God, of falſe wit - 
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Tits chapter engares us, to makeahs following 
| eflections: That the, hearts of kings, and.of x 
men, are in the 19f, God, and chat, he Is the 
judge of all their thoughts; that to. do that which i 
right and juſt, is more acceptable to God than any ſz 
crifice ;..that he ſeverely; puniſhes, the proud, tha 
thoſe, who get riches. by evil means labour for they 

own deſtruction; that women ſhould. avoid 

lings and diſputes, and Pt on a. ſpirit, of mee — 
and that he who is hard: hearted tp the por, ſhall got 
be heard in the day of his calamity. We may ,mare- 
over from hence obſerye, that the righteous diſcharge 
their duty with pleaſure, but that it is very painful i ble 
the wicked; that.it is dangerous to love wine and good the 


cheer; that he who addicts himſelf to piety, and the far 
ſtudy of wiſdom, finds life and glory; char coverau — 


and. ſlothful men torment themſelves with, vain wiſhes; 
but that the righteous live contented, and fave. to give; who 

thatthe 11 of the wicked are an abomination; and MW Pan. 

laſtly, that there is neither wiſdom gor counſel that is 

able to reſiſt God; and that he is the protector and de. adv: 

livererof Hol Wine bim, n a 2 8 NI 
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HE ſentences we ate now cup I to r read: 1% an 
cerning a good reputation t gi 

God, meeknels, piety, the education 0 775 49550 

the neceſſity of correcting them bee charity, the 

deſtruction of the Riches ſloth, the oppreſſion of 5 

Poor, the care we ſhould take to improve; by in 

tions, the duty of _ and magiſtrates, | — 

land. marks and diligence. 
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PROM this chapter we may draw the following 
inſtructions: That a good reputation is a bleſſing 
which we ought -— all means to endeavour_to ac- 


quire afd to Preſe 12 — oſurly, that wr may « 
ty others r "chil qually the* maker of 
the rich and pdor; and that bert made a difference 


m the conditions of men, fot the good of ſociety; but 
chat le will jadge them all; nad meekneſs, tr the 
far of God; compoſe the whole happineſs of man; 
that it is extremely important to give Guldren a gbd 
education, the fruits of Which appear through Their 
whole lives, and to correct them early; that God 
bleſſes thoſe who help the poor 7 that he takes in hand 
the cauſe” of the 'opprefſed;' and makes thoſe! who 
frample upon them fall into miſery; that it is a ver 
advantageous and agreeable thing, to hear and follow 
the counſels of wiſdom, and altogether worthy of thoſe 
who govern che people that we ſhould Tyr the ebm- 
pany of angry People, and takte care to do nothing 
diſnoneſt ; and that labour and dilgenee proeure great 
advantages to men. ! "Theſe rules are 6f very great 
uſe in order th make men Jive Happify in this world: 
But, above ull, remember they are the indiſpenſible 
duties which religion and conſcience require of, us, 
which ſhould be our chief motive to ny chem the 
e eee, act 20903 1549 *} (1, 
"(HJON38 AC H+;&£0 43 1 . 9 


ee CHAP.” XXII. bas. 
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N this chapter the wiſe man teaches us to be * 
not to deſire riches, nor accept a preſent from an 
envious or covetous man ĩ to. be prudent in our diſ- 
courſes, and juſt in all our actions, auen Les 
the poor umd fatherleſs; to correct our childreh 
to _ the wicked';z»rg fly from drunkards and 2 
N 4 bauchees; 
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bauchees; to honour our father and mother, to ſearch 
after wiſdom and truth, and to avoid impurity and in. 
temperance. | — 


vs 


REerLECTIONS:” 


1 E principal inſtructions we meet with in this 

chapter, are to be ſober, and not dainty in eat. 
ing and drinking; not to deſire riches, but conſider 
that they are periſhing and tranſitory ; to receive no- 
thing from the covetous, or of thoſe that give with 
an evil heart; to be circumſpect in words; not to re- 
move the, bounds of mens poſſeſſions, nor to do any 
injury to the poor, . remembering that they have a 
protector in. heaven who will plead their cauſe, The 


wiſe man. next recommends the chaſtiſing of children, | 


and not heing too indulgent to them; never to en- 
vy the proſperity of the wicked, but to give ourſelves 
to the fear of the Lord; to avoid the company of 


ww © # # 


with from God in the lite to come. 


Se HA R. KRV. 
THIS chapter contains ſentences concerning en- 
vy; the care of getting wiſdom and an” 
: the 
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the obligation we are under to defend them who are 
oppreſſed ; the fear of God's judgments: The divine 
protection of good men in affliction is likewiſe here 
treated of, together with the love of our enemies, the 


end of the ungodly, and the little reaſon we have to 


envy them; the: fear of God; the honour due te 
kings; impartiality in judgments; oeconomp, re- 
yenge and ot... en 
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T HE effect which the reading of this chapter 

ought to produce in us, is to teach us never to 
envy the wicked, nor join ourſelves to them; to make 
it our chief care to get wiſdom; to comfort and de: 
fend the afflicted, and to fear the judgment which 
God has threatned againſt thoſe who, have no pity on 
them. The wiſe man next teaches us, that if the 
righteous often fall into- affliction, the' Lord deli 
them; which is the meaning of this ſentence, 4 f 
man falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again: For So, 
lumon did not mean, that the moſt righteous man falls 
ſeven times a day into ſin, as ſeveral do falſly explain 
it, It appears from this chapter, that a wiſe man, 
and one that fears God, never rejoices at the evil that 
befals his enemies, nor is jealous! at the proſperity of 
the wicked, He fears God, and honours his ſuperi- 
ors; he lives peaceably, without- meddling in things 
that do not concern him ; he has no reſpect. to men 
in the exerciſe of juſtice, and renders to every one 
exactly what is his due ; he never teturns evil for evil, 
and abſtains from revenge; he is - prudent and in- 
duſtrious, and guards againſt idleneſs and ſloth, not 
only becauſe they are attended with poverty and ma- 
ny evils, but above all, becauſe they are an obſtacle 
to virtue, and corrupt the heart. The goſpel pre- 
ſeribes the ſame rules, and in a more perfect manner, 


which 
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which Jays us under a ſtill —_ _— not to de- 
part from them: mY: 


CHAP. XXV. 


HE wiſe man makes ſeveral remarks on the 

greatneſs and duty of kings; on' humility, quar- 
E 3 ſecrecy, words ſpoken in ſeaſon; and reproofs, 
He propoſes rules concerning liberality, meekneſs, 
temperance ; the correſpondence; we” ought to main- 
tain with our neighbours ; the care we ſhould take to 
comfort the afflicted; the love of enemies, and the 
way to reſtrain flanderers. - Laſtly, He ſpeaks of 
quarrelſome women, of the ill effelts produced by an- 
ger, and by the —_— falling 1 into fin. 


27 


TH AT which is ſaid of the oreatnels of kings 
at the beginning of this chapter, ſhews, that they 
ought to be honoured ; and if they would be happy, 
they ſpould remove evil men from them. Solomon 
next teaches us, not to ſeek after vainglory, but to 
be humble; to avoid diſputes ; to keep ſecrets ; to 
ſubmit to reproof with chearfulneſs; not to boaſt of 
any thing, efpecially of what we have not; by mild 
ſpeeches to appeaſe thoſe who are enraged, and to be 
ſober and temperate. Hie adviſes us not to engage 
ourſelves too far in the affairs of the world, but to live 
in a religious retirement; and to behave ourſelves 
charitably and prudently towards the afflicted. He ex- 


horts us to return good for evil, in thoſe words which 


St Paul quotes, Rom. xii. It thy enemy be hungry, 
vive him hread to eat; und if be be thirfly, give him 
water to arink ," for thou ſhalt heap coals of fire upon bi 
lend; that is, by this means we ſhall gain our ene. 


nn ies, and deliver them from a great evil, and * 
2 


le- 
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do a good work which God will reward ; or if they 
ſtill continue to hate us, they will be utterly inexcuſ- 
able. Towards the end of this chapter, the wiſe man 
teaches us, that the way to Hlence ſlanderers is to dil: 
courage them, and let them-know we take no delight 
in hearing them. He obſerves, that the fall of the 
righteous ocvaſions great evil, and is a dangerous ex- 
ample; atid the wicked! think, though very unreaſon- 
ably, that this/gives them authority to ſin, Laſtly, 
He ſays it is a token of great weakneſs, not to be 
maſter of our own temper, nor to b&able to reſiſt an- 
ger. inna 212 


CHAP. XXVI 


HE ſentences in this chapter are upon the fol- 

lowing ſubjects : The advancement of wicked 
men, raſh curſes,” the evils that proceed from folly; 
and the way of replying to fools, that is, to ſuch as 
want wiſdom and virtue; their obſtinacy in ſin, their 
good opinion of themſelves; idlenefs, contention, the 
faitkleſſneſs of thoſe who deceive their friends, quarrels, 
backbiting, diſſimulation and flattery,''” 


RtzexrLECTIONS. 
THE reflections this chapter affords us are as fol- 
low: That honour and preferment are not fit for 
people without merit and without virtue; that curſes 
pronounced, againſt any one, only harm the perſon 
that utters them; that thoſe who are void of wiſdom; 
fall into contempt and miſery, and occaſion many 
evils to others; that we ought to behave ourſelves dit- 
creetly towards ſuch perſons, and to anſwer them or 


be ſilent as prudence ſhall require. We may farther 


learn from hence, that the greateſt folly, and that 
which we are ſeldom cured of, is to have too high an 
opinion 
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opinion of ourſelves ;. that idleneſs is a vice that 
makes a man incapable of doing any good, or of 
hearkning to any advice; that it is great imprudence 
to concern ourſelves in the quarrels of others; that if 
there were no tale-bearers, there would be no animoſi. 
ties, and that they are the authors of many evils; that 
it is great perfidiouſneſs to deceive one's friend, and ty 
pretend friendſhip, whilſt the heart is filled with hatred 
and ill deſigns, and that flattery ſnould be baniſhed 
from our converſation. Chriſtians ſhould abhor all 
theſe vices, as utterly unworthy of our chriſtian call. 
ing; ſtudying meekneſs, charity, humility and ſince. 
rity, in their words and actions. | 


CH AP. XXVII. 


TFV HIS chapter treats of the uncertainty of life 
and of all events; of the praiſes men give them- 
ſelves, of jealouſy, of reproofs, of the excellence and 
the duties of true friendſhip, of bad women, of the 
effects of praiſe and flattery, of incorrigible perſons, 
and of oeconomy(- 11.1 Gon 


RerLletecCTIONS, 


T HIS ſentence of Solomon, Boaſt not thyſelf of o. 
*  morrow, for thou knoweſ} not what a day my 
bring forth; warns: us of the vanity of life, and the 
uncertainty of events, and therefore that it is great 
folly to depend upon the future. The wiſe man ob- 
ſer ves next, that to praiſe one's ſelf is not conſiſtent 
with prudence or humility; that we ought ſtudiouſly 
to avoid anger and paſſion; that thoſe who reprove 
us with fincerity are our beſt friends that on the con- 
trary, thoſe who are flattering and inſincere, are our 
enemies; that true friends are à very great treaſure, 


and 
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bar Raad that we vught never to forſake them. Women 
"of are taught in this chapter to avoid a ſharp and quar- 
nce relſome, and to be clothed with a peaceable and quiet 
tif Wl ſpirit. We likewiſe learn here, that there are ſome 
ob. people fo incorrigible, that neither warnings nor cor- 
hat rections can alter them. Laſtly, The rules about in- 
ito aduſtry and oeconomy which Solomon here gives us, 
red mould be well obſerved, not only becauſe induſtry is 
hed profitable to this life, but chiefly becauſe application to 
all Wl fome lawful, bufineſs is a means of living innocently ; 
all. and a plain and induſtrious þife is a help to piety, and 
Ce» | 


u inſtrument of ſalvation. 


CHA p. XXVII. 


T HIS chapter contains excellent ſentences upon 
L the ſtate of a good and bad conſcience; about 
em» WW government, oppteſſion and integrity: Upon children 
and WW who apply themſelves to piety and virtue, or depart 
the from it; on juſtice, uſury, and the obſervation of 
ons, God's commands; on the exaltation of good men, the 
fear of God, tyranny, diligence, ſincerity, and re- 
ſpect of perſons ; on the miſeries which envious and co- 
vetous men are expoſed to; on reproof, and the ſin of 
children robbing their parents; and laſtly, on pre- 
% ſumption, and charity to the poor. 


| the  . RzexriEgEcTIONS. 

reat ; | 
_ T HIS ſentence, The wicked flee when no man pur- 
ſtent ſueth; and the righteous are bold as a lion; de- 


zuſly I ferves to be well conſidered, as it ſhews, that an evil 
rove ¶ conſcience is generally in fear, whereas a good man is 
con- N always calm and ſteady. This chapter teaches us 
> our I fatther, that God ſometimes puniſhes a people by 
ſure, ¶ tbeir governors, therefore that good princes and ma- 
and giſtrates 
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giſtrates are a peculiar bleſſing to a ſtate; that a poor 
and ' honeſt man is more worthy of eſteem, than 3 
rich man without virtue; that, wiſe children are 4 
glory to families, but wicked children a diſgrace; 
that he who increaſes his goods by injuſtice and ex- 
tortion, heaps up riches for others; that the Lord re: 
jects the prayers of thoſe who tranſgreſs his law; that 
every body. ought to be glad when, the righteous are 
exalted, but that it is a great misfortune when the 
wicked bear rule,, This 2 deſeryes our parti. 
cular attention: He that covereth bis ſins, ſhall nat pro- 
per; but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall. have 
mercy : And this other; Happy is the man that feareth 
olway. Theſe words teach us, that without confes- 
ſion of fins, there is no forgiveneſs - to be obtained, 
and that the fear of God is a fountain of true happi- 
neſs. In this chapter we learn alſo, that idleneſs pro- 
duces miſery ; that juſtice is to be exerciſed. without 
partiality ; that envy and avarice only make men ml; 
ſerable; that thoſe who reprove us are moſt deſerving 
of our love; that it is a great ſin in children to ſteal 
from their parents; that a good opinion of one's ſelf, 
is a ſign of extream folly ; and laſtly, that thoſe who 
give to the poor will never want, while the uncharit- 
able are accurſed. | 8 _ 


Fr 
* IE wiſe man ſpeaks of thoſe that love not to 


| be reproved ; of the advancement of the righte- 
ous and of the wicked; of the impure z of kings and 
governors, and of flatterers; of the good that wile 


men do to others, and of the evil occaſioned by the 
wicked; of the care which every one ſhould take to 
procure peace, and command his temper z of the pu- 
niſhment it is to any people to be deprived of — 

| | word; 
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word; of the neceſſity of correcting ſervants; of 
men that are haſty and raſh in their words and actions; ; 
and laſtly, of anger pride ani n. a 5 


n 


WHAT we are to gather from this chapter is, 
that thoſe who will not beat reproof, are their 
oun enemies; that the impure are expoſed to great 
miſeries; that a nation governed by good pfinces is 
very happy, but no lefs miferable when its rulers and 
magiſtrates are lovers of bribes, and have under them 
men without virtue; that flattery is a ſnare which 
every wiſe man ſhould ſhun ; that-wiſe and pious men 
are very uſeful in the world, but that wicked men do 
much miſchief in it, and are enemies to the righteous. 
This chapter teaches us alſo, that it is wiſe and pru- 
dent to ſhun diſ utes, to calm our paſſions and re- 
frain anger; that we ought to undertake to defend 
good men; that children, duly corrected, are a joy 
to their parents ; that people without inſtruction and 
the fear of God are corrupted and deſerve our pity; 
that we ought to behave with prudence towards our 
ſervants z that we ought never to engage ourſelves in 
the ſociety of wicked men; and that thoſe who par- 
take with them, and make advantage of their injuſtice, 
become partners of their .crimes. Laſtly, Solomon 
teaches us, that anger hurries men to the commiſſion 
of many fins ; that pride brings men low, while hu- 
mility exalts them; and that the ſureſt way to be al- 
ways in a ſettled condition, is tO truſt 1 in m and to 
en n h : 18 
— 11 A Pe * 
IN. chis chapter tear confeſſes man's meanneſs and 
the majeſty of God, and prays him to give him 
neither poyerty nor riches, 
REFLEC- 
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E 1 RET LEC 1 10 n 
W E are chiefly to obſerve from this chapter theſo 
two things: I. That what is here ſaid of man's 
meanneſs and Ces omnipotence, ſhould produce in 
us a lively ſenſe of our own weakneſs, of the diyine- 
majeſty, and our dependence on God, II. That a , 
middling {tation in life is the moſt happy and deſirable; 


which Agar has. expreſſed in this beautiful prayer: 


Give me neither poverly nor riches ;, feed me with food 
EF... + {4G 5:50 97) rin 
| n 
HIS chapter may be divided into two parts; 
the firſt of which contains inſtructions, which 
the mother of king Lemuel (ſuppoſed. to be Soy 
gave him to reſtrain him from fenſuality, from unjuſt 
wars, and from drunkenneſs; and to engage him to 
protect the weak, and to govern juſtly. And the ſe- 
cond part contains the praiſes of a virtuous woman. 
„ Rxrytrecrions. LEG 
'T HE inſtructions which are contained in the firſt 
part of this chapter, relate chiefly: to kings and 
governors, and tend to reſtrain them from impurity, 
trom unjuſt wars, and from intemperance ; and to in- 
ſpire them with ſentiments of equity and juſtice; yet 
there is none who is not bound to follow theſe good 
inſtructions, and to ſtudy chaſtity, ſobriety, and 
the love of peace and juſtice. The ſecond part of 
this chapter teaches us, that the qualities which 
render women praiſe-worthy, are diligence and in- 
duſtry, good houſewifery, love of their huſbands 
and children, charity to the poor, diſcretion and 
wiſdom in their diſcourſe, and above all the fear of 


God. Here we learn, that the life of the women 
in 


Vol 


CHAP. XXXI. 209 


in thoſe times, even of thoſe that were rich, was 
lain and induſtrious; and that they laboured with 
their hands to ſupply the neceſſities of their families. 
However, we muſt not ſuppoſe, that what is ſaid in 
this chapter regards only the maxims and duties of 
oeconomy. Religion requires of women the ſame 
duties and qualities which Solomon praiſes in perſons 
of that ſex, and which recommend them in the ſight 
of God. This St Paul ſhews, when he praiſes wo- 
men who take care of their children, who ſtay at 
home and guide the houſe, who exerciſe charity, and 
who practiſe with care all manner of works; 
and when he blames, on the other , thoſe that 
are idle, tattlers and buſy-bodies, wandring about 
from houſe to houſe. Wherefore chriſtian women 
ought to give particular attention to what is ſaid in 


The end of the Boot of PROvtR Es, 
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ARGUMEN T. 


The deſign of king Solomon in this book, is to expoſe 
the vanity of the world, and of human life; and t 
ſhew, that the only way to be happy, is to fear Gol, 
and to keep his commandments. 


CHAP. L 


I. OLOMON teaches, that every thing in this 

8 world is vain and uncertain; and particu- 

larly, that the knowledge of things her 

below, and the labours of men, cannot give them 

content of mind. II. He confirms this by his own 
experience. | 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


H E whole book of Ecclefiaſtes, and particu 
larly this chapter, tends to inſtruct us in tht 
vanity and inconſtancy of the world, and of our own 
lives; and to teach us, that every thing here is in 1 
continual change, and that the pains which men -” 

| 0f 
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for the things below cannot make them happy. 
This truth we ought not to be leſs conviticed of than 
Solomon was; nay, the vanity of the world ſhould 
even more evidently appear to thoſe who enjoy the 
light of the goſpel, Wiſdom therefore, and our duty, 
require us continually to remember, that all is vanity ; 
which will be an effectual remedy againſt the love of 
the world, and a ſubjection to our paſſions. This 
meditation ſhould likewiſe engage us to bleſs God, 
that we have in the knowledge and fear of him a 
remedy againſt this vanity, to which all things are 
ſubject. And ſince the pains which men take to get 


poſſeſſion of the advantages of this life, and to ac- 


quire the wiſdom of this world, is nothing but trouble 

and folly; prudence requires us to apply ourſelves 

to a more uſeful and neceſſary taſk, and labour to get 

true wiſdom, which conſiſts in the fear of God, and 

which can only impart to us ſolid content and per- 

— happineſs in the courſe of this life, and even after 
th. | 


C..z-A FP. 


IL QQUOLOMON ſhews, by his own experience, the 
vanity of thoſe things which men moſt highly 
eſteem in this world. He ſays, that after he had en- 
deavoured to ſatisfy himſelf with pleaſures, with build- 
ings, riches and magnificence, he found that all was 
nothing but vanity, II. He adds, that he had made 
the ſame judgment of the conduct of men, and of 
their labour in acquiring worldly wiſdom and pru- 
dence, or in heaping up riches. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E ought to take great notice of what is ſaid 

in this chapter. We here find a great king, 

after he had lived in pleaſures, magnificence and 
O 2 plenty, 
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plenty, acknowledging, that all is nothing but va. 
nity, The example of Solomon ſhould make ts own 
the worthleſſneſs of riches, pleaſures, honours, and 
of all that men purſue upon earth, and the folly of 
ſetting our hearts upon them. But what Jefus Chriſt 
in the goſpel ſays upon this occaſion, ſhould yet more 
ſtrongly convince you of this truth. Solomon's re. 
flections on the trifling advantages attending that 
wiſdom which is confined to the things of this life, 
deſerve to be well weighed ; and ſo do his remarks on 
the folly of thoſe perſons, who weary themſelves in 
heaping up riches; and when they die, leave them to 
others, -and ſometimes to perſons they do not knoy, 
Theſe conſiderations ſhould lead us to ſeek true wiſ- 
dom, and teach us to moderate our defires after the 
good things of this world, and direct us what uſe to 
make of them; and to avoid that attachment of heart, 
and thoſe exceſſive cares, that render a man miſerable 
in this life, and rob him of peace of mind here, and 
of the happineſs of the life co come. | 


CHAP. III. 


I. (NO LO MON ſhews, that all things in this world 

have their ſeaſon, and are liable to change ; and 
concludes from thence that it is the beſt thing to be 
content, and to apply ourſelves to well-doing. II. He 
ſpeaks of the unrighteous judgments pronounced by 
magiſtrates, Laſtly, He obſerves, that all men are 
mortal ; and that upon this account there is no dit- 
ference, with reſpect to the body, between them and 
the brute beaſts. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. W HAT Solomon teaches us concerning the 
inconſtancy, and the continual change cf 


worldly things, and of the life of man, ſhould con- 
| vince 
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vince us, that ſolid happineſs is not to be found in 
things fleeting and tranſitory, II. This ſhould ex- 
cite us to act wiſely, to make a good uſe of time and 
of the opportunities that offer of procuring this hap- 
pineſs. III. Since God preſides over the changes 
which things here below are ſubject to, and manifeſts 
in them his wiſdom, juſtice and neſs ; it is ou 
duty as well as happineſs to ſubmit in all things to 
his providence, and to events, as: he is pleaſed to diſ- 
penſe them, IV. This chapter likewiſe teaches us, 
that whatever confuſion and diſorder we diſcover in 
the world, God knows every thing that is done in it; 
that he examines particularly the behaviour of judges; 
and that if they commit any injuſtice, he will call 
them to account for it. Laſtly, It is to be conſi- 
dered, that if So/omon ſays men die as the beaſts do, 
he only ſays it in relation to the death of the body; 
tor he teaches us in this very chapter, that God all 
Judge the righteous and the wicked; and that there 
is a time appointed for every purpoſe, and for every 
work : And he ſays expreſsly, at the end of this book, 
That when the duſt returns to the earth as it was, the 
ſpirit ſhall return to God who gave it; and that God 
Hall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, whether it be, good, or whether it be evil. 
The conſequence therefore to be drawn from this 
chapter is, that we ought to uſe the things of this 
preſent life with thankfulneſs and moderation, but 
apply ourſelves, above all things, to fear and pleaſe 
God. 


CHAP. IV. 
82 O MON deſcribes the innocent under oppreſ- 
ſion; the envy that one man bears to another; 
the idleneſs of ſome, and the pains which others take 
to get riches z the advantages of fociety, and the in- 
S423; - conveniencies 
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conveniencies of being friendleſs and alone; and 
laſtly, he ſpeaks of men exalted to rule over others, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. T H E wiſe man's obſervation in this chapter, 

that the innocent are often oppreſſed, and 
comfortleſs, is a proof of the vanity of the world; 
but it proves that there is a God, who will render 
to every one according to his works; and therefore, 
that we muſt not judge men to be happy or miſerable 
by what befals them in this world, II. The envy of 
one man againſt another is a farther proof of the va. 
nity of this life; but this paſſion ought to be baniſh 
ed from the heart, ſince it only ſerves to torment us 
unprofitably, and beſides is inconſiſtent with charity 
to our neighbour, and with the ſubmiſſion we owe to 
the will of God, III. Solomon teaches us, that it is a 
great folly to harraſs and torment ourſelves in getting 
riches together, ſince we do not know oftentimes into 
whoſe hands they will fall, IV. He obſerves, that it 
is very advantageous, and very agreeable, to be united 
in friendſhip, provided it be with virtuous perſons, 
V. We here learn, that wiſdom is preferable to all 
worldly goods ; and that a poor and wiſe man 1s more 
excellent than kings that want wiſdom. Laſtly, &. 
lomon obſerves, that men are attached only to thoſe 
from whom they hope to receive ; and that they for- 
ſake great men when they have no more to expect of 
them. This ſhews, that there is much vanity in the 
Judgments of men, and in worldly greatneſs ; and 
therefore we are not to depend upon happineſs from 
theſe things. | 


. . 


5 ON here gives advice, I. Concerning 
raſhneſs and hypocriſy in divine ſervice, 4 
an 


and 
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and unrighteous judgments. II. He repreſents the 
folly of covetous men, and the vanity of riches; and 
laſtly, he directs us what uſe to make of the good 
things which God hath given us, 


REFLECTIONS. 


L E T us learn from this chapter, I. To preſent 
ourſelves before God with great reſpect, eſpecial- 

ly when we enter into places ſet apart for religious 
worſhip, and to take heed to our thoughts and words, 
when we appear before him. II. That it is an in- 
diſpenſible duty exactly to perform the vows we make; 
and that it is much better never to make than to 
break them. III. That if princes and magiſtrates 
do not exerciſe juſtice, we muſt believe that there is 
a God in heaven that ſees it, and will judge them for 
it. IV. That a fondneſs for riches and pomp will 
neither prolong life, nor make a man more happy; 
that, on the contrary, they produce more trouble and 
anxiety; that men who get their living by labour, 
enjoy more ſweetneſs and repoſe than thoſe who poſ- 
ſels great eſtates ; that the more men have, the more 
their cares increaſe; that the rich cannot enjoy their 
own riches; that they die like other men, without 
enjoying any ſolid ſatis faction; and that they know 
not what will become of their eſtates after their death. 
Laſtly, We muſt remember, that when Solomon ſays, 
It is good and comely for a man to eat, and to drink, 
and to enjoy what be hath; his meaning is not that 
we ſhould give way to ſenſuality and pleaſures. We 
cannot aſcribe ſuch a thought to him, if we conſider 
what is ſaid in this chapter, of the reverence with 
which we ought to preſent ourſelves before God, of 
vows, of the judgment which God will paſs on thoſe 
who judge others, and of the joy which he ſheds 
abroad in the hearts of good men. His meaning 
is only this, that when God grants us wealth, we 
O4 ought 
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ought to be content with it, to receive it, and pf. 
ſeſs it as his gracious gift, and uſe it with ſobriety 
and gratitude ; but never to place our happineſs in 
it. Theſe are Solomon's real ſentiments ; and theſe 
are particularly the ſentiments which the goſpel in- 
ſpires. 


/ C H A P 0 VI. 
T HIS chapter repreſents the vanity and miſery 


of thoſe, who having received riches from God, 
know not how to make a good uſe of them, and are 
never eaſy nor contented. 


REFLECTIONS. 


| 1 HE reflections which Solomon makes in this chap- 
ter, are very proper to moderate the heat of mens 
| 2 after earthly goods. The vanity of their la- 
urs appears, not only in their not knowing how to 
enjoy the good things which they ſo eagerly purſue; 
but chiefly in this, that they are deprived of the 
greateſt bleſſing of life, which is eaſe and a. con- 
tented ſpirit, and cannot ſecure themſelves any thi 
for the future. The goſpel gives us ſtill clearer di- 
rections on this head, when we are told, that they 
that will be rich, fall into temptation and a ſnare, and 
into many fooliſh and huriful luſts. That the love of 
money is the root of all evil; and that godlineſs with 
content is great gain. 


CHAP. VII. 


I. HIS chapter treats of meditating on death ; 
of reproof, and the uſe that ſhould be made 

of it; of patience, of the worth of wiſdom, of the 
manner of behaving in proſperity and adverſity ; of 
what happens to the righteous and wicked in = 
: World; 
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world ; of the inconveniencies which men bring upon 
themſelves by want of moderation and equity, and 
by preſuming upon themſelves; and of the advan- 
tages attending the fear of God, II. Solomon adds, 
that all men are liable to fin, and that we muſt not 
buſily enquire what people ſay of us, nor make our- 
ſelves uneaſy about it. Laſtly, He ſpeaks of women 
void of virtue, of the evils occaſioned by them, and 
of the ſtate in which God created man at the begin- 


ning. 
REFLECTIONS. 


this chapter we have ſeveral excellent inſtructions. 

I. That it is very neceſſary to think upon death; 
and that it is more uſeful to mourn than to give our- 
ſelves up to mirth. II. That wiſe men 2 with 
pleaſure to thoſe that reprove them, and are mild and 
gentle in their diſcourſe, and in their whole behaviour. 
III. That riches are a bleſſing, only when they are at- 
tended with wiſdom and virtue. IV. That God does 
all things with perfect juſtice, that it is he who viſits 
men with proſperity and adverſity, and that we ſhould 
make a good uſe of both. V. That we ought not to 
be ſtaggered or offended, if we ſee the wicked live 
happily and long, nor if the righteous ſuffer, Theſe 
words, Be not righteous over-much, neither make thyſelf 
over-wiſe, muſt not be underſtood as a caution not 
to be too good or too wiſe, ſince we can never be 
wiſe and good enough, nor uſe too many endeavours 
to become ſo; but Solomon ſpeaks this againſt thoſe, 
who, when inſiſting upon their own right, or paſſing 
judgment upon others, proceed with the utmoſt ri- 
gour and ſeverity, not obſerving the rules of modera- 
tion and equity; and are fo preſumptuous and con- 
ceited, that they want to direct every thing, and 
buſily meddle with what no ways concerns them. 
The wiſe man teaches us likewiſe, that all =P — 
| 8 
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liable to fall into ſome fault, and therefore they ought 
to bear one with another. He adviſes us not to be 
inquifitive, nor make ourſelves uneaſy about any 
thing that others may ſay of us; as this would be 
apt to rob us of our peace and tranquillity, and tempt 
us to refentment and raſh judgments, What is ſaid 

of women, towards the end of this chapter, ſhould 
be well underſtood. As the ſcripture often ſpeaks of 
women illuſtrious for their virtues, and Solomon him- 
ſelf praiſes ſuch, Prov. xii, 4.-xviii, 23.—Xxxi. 10, 
he could not mean, that a virtuous woman was no 
where to be found: There is, in this reſpect, no dif- 
ference between the two ſexes, But Solomon's mean- 
ing is, that having ſearched out the reaſon of all the 
wickedneſs that paſſes in the world, ver. 25. he had 
found, that there was nothing more wicked and dan- 
gerous than a diſorderly woman, ſuch as he deſcribes, 
ver. 26. that her malice and artifice are ſcarce to be 
conceived ;z nor can they who have ſuffered themſelves 
to be ſurpriſed by her, without the utmoſt difficulty, 
eſcape her ſnares. Solomon therefore does not ſpeak 
of women in general, but of ſuch as he had been 
deſcribing. One reaſon, no doubt, which made this 
king talk thus, was his being himſelf ſeduced by 
women. See 1 Kings xi. Laſtly, Solomon teaches us, 
that God has made man upright, but that he has wil- 
fully corrupted himſelf ; from whence it follows, that 
we ought not to aſcribe man's depravity to God, ſince 
It is wholly owing to himſelf, 


CHAP. Vil, 


T HE inſtructions contained in this chapter relate 
to the excellence of wiſdom, to the reſpect due 
to kings, to prudence, to the uncertainty of events, 
and the certainty of death; others repreſent the abuſe 

men 


late 
due 
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men make of God's patience, the preſent condition of 
and bad men, and the uſe we ought to make of 


the advantages of life. 


REFLECTIONS. 
HE principal inſtruftions which the wiſe man 


gives us in this chapter are; that wiſdom is man's 
true happineſs and pleaſure ; that we ſhould pay to 
kings the reverence that is due to them ; that one of the 
chief duties of wiſdom is, to make a right uſe of time 
and opportunity in all things, the neglect of which ex- 
poſes men to many evils ; that men know not what is 
to happen to them; that events, and even our own 
lives, are not in our power; but that death is una- 
voidable, both by the wicked and the good, which 
is a powerful motive to patience and godlineſs. We 
are moreover taught in this chapter, that ſinners 
uſually harden themſelves, becauſe God bears with 
them, and defers their puniſhment ; but that, never- 
theleſs, they will receive ſooner or later what they 
have deſerved ; that if the righteous are unhappy in 
this world, and wicked men happy, this is an argu- 
ment of the vanity of things here below; but that 
God will have it fo to try good men, and to invite 
the wicked to repentance; and that at laſt he will 
render to both according to their works. Laſtly, 
We muſt take notice, that when Solomon ſays, he had 
valued pleaſure above all things, he ſpeaks of rea- 
ſonable pleaſures, which proceed from a lawful and 
moderate uſe of the goods that God has given us, 
which have nothing in them irregular and contrary to 


piety, 


CHAP. IX. 


E learn from this chapter, I. That good and 


bad men are ſubject to the ſame accidents ; - 
that 
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that the dead have no ſhare in what paſſes upon the 
earth, nor can they any longer enjoy the good thingy 
of this life, and therefore we ought to uſe them while 
we may. II. That men are not the diſpoſers of 
events. Laſtly, That wiſdom is of a very great price, 
though wife men are often deſpiſed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E may obſerve upon this chapter, I. That 

though good and bad events are common to 
all men, as Solomon acquaints us; yet juſt men, and 
their actions are, nevertheleſs, in the hands of God, 
who will judge both the righteous and the wicked, 
II. When we are told by Solomon, © That the dead have 
no longer any ſhare in what paſſes in this world, and 
that their love and hatred are both at an end; and 
therefore, that we ought to eat our bread with joy all 
the days of our life ;” his deſign is, that we ſhould im- 
prove the advantages of life, and make a wile uſe of 
what we have in poſſeſſion : but let us not abuſe this 
notion, and imagine we are at full liberty to give our- 
ſelves up to worldly joys and pleaſures, and to ſay 
with the ungodly, Let us eat and drink, for lo-morrou 
we die. III. Solomon teaches us, that wiſdom and 
ſtrength are profitable upon many occaſions ; but that, 
however, we are not the maſters of contingencies; 
and that we often fall into misfortunes, without being 
able to foreſee or prevent them, This teaches us ne- 
ver to rely upon our own ſtrength, prudence and 
addreſs, and to remember always that we depend upon 
providence, IV. We may here obſerve, that though 
wiſdom is very advantageous, and worthy the higheſt 
eſteem, yet it is often deſpiſed, eſpecially in poor men; 
but that this is a very partial judgment; and that we 
ought to eſteem wiſe and virtuous people, without 


having reſpect to their appearance, 


CHAP, 
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HIS chapter treats of the faults committed by 
wiſe men ; of the benefits of- wiſdom, and the 
evils occaſioned by folly ; of the exaltation of un- 
worthy perſons, and of the miſeries attending nations, 
where the governors are unfit to govern, being young, 
and addicted to pleaſures and intemperance. Here is 
likewiſe mention made of prudence and raſhneſs in 
diſcourſe, of ſloth, and of the reſpe& that is due to 


great men. 


REFLECTIONS. 


THERE are four principal obſervations to be made 

on this chapter: I. That the faults committed 
by thoſe who paſs fer wiſe men are of great conſe- 
quence, becauſe they are a bad example, and give 
ſcandal to religion, This ſhould teach virtuous per- 
ſons to take heed to their behaviour, but does not au- 
thorize any body to imitate them in the faults they 
commit. II. That in all things men ſhould behave 
with prudence, and neither do nor ſay any thing raſtily 
and out of time. By this means we may avoid many 
inconveniencies, and many fins, which men fall into 
for want of reflecting on their words and actions. 
III. That when people of mean extraction, and at the 
ſame time deſtitute of wiſdom and virtue, are exalted 
to honours, they generally occaſion many evils. IV. So- 
lomon has taught us, that people and ſtates are very 
much to be pitied, when their princes and magiſtrates 
have not that wiſdom and underſtanding which is ne- 
ceſſary; when they are young, and without expe- 
rience; or if they are addicted to drunkenneſs, glut- 
tony, and fond of pleaſures ; but, on the contrary, 
that a land is happy which is governed by perſons 
that are wiſe, ſober, and worthy to command. _—_ 

whic 


ECCLESIASTES, 


which we muſt obſerve, that the faults of men in ay. 
thority ſhould not hinder us from reſpecting them; 
but that pious kings and upright magiſtrates are wor. 
thy of double honour, | | 


CHAP, XI. 


NE wiſe man makes ſeveral reflections with 

regard to the uſe we ought to make of worldly 

s. He ſhews, that we ſhould follow the order 

which God has eſtabliſhed, to procure the neceſlaries 

of life; ng: however, that all things de. 

pend upon the providence of God, and that the thing 
of this life are vain and tranſitory. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


| E are to learn from this chapter, I. To con- 
| form to the appointed rules of providence in 
providing the neceſſaries of life, and in our uſe of 
things temporal. II. That the works of God ar: 
wonderful, and above our comprehenſion z but that 
it becomes us to rely upon that adorable providence 
which provides for all, and in the mean time enjoy 
the bleſſings it affords us, without placing our hap- 
pineſs in them. 


CHAP. XII. 


1 HIS chapter has three parts. I. Solomon ex- 
horts young people to fear God, before old age 
ſurprizes them, and death takes them out of the world. 
II. He deſcribes the infirmities of old age, and ſays, 
that it ends in death. Laſtly, He concludes this book 
with ſhewing, that the deſign of all he had here faid 
is, to teach men to acknowledge the vanity of this 
world, and to fear God, | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


dg OUNG people ought to make a good uſe of 


the grave and preſſing exhortations, which 
wiſe 


wile 
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wiſe man gives them in this chapter ; and learn from 
thence, I. That it is of the greateſt importance to 
hun the deſires of youth, and ially luxury and 
pleaſures remember their or whilſt they are 
young, and to fear his judgment, before they are de- 
prived of the opportunity of diſcharging theſe duties; 
leſt, if they follow the inclinations of their heart, and 
gire themſelves up to the pleaſures of the world, they 
diſcover their miſtake when it is too late to find a re- 
medy. II. The deſcription Solomon here gives us of 
the infirmities of old age, expoſes the vanity of this 
life; but it ſhould lead us- chiefly to obſerye, that 
fince man decays in ſuch a «manner, and his bodyds 
weakned and conſumed by old age, age muſt be no 
very fit time to glorify God in, or work out our ſal- 
vation, when we have neglected to do it before; and 
that therefore we ought to labour therein before our 
end approaches, and whilſt we have time and ſtrength 
for the work. III. Theſe words, Then fball the duſt 
return to the earth as it was, and ibe ſpirit Hall return 
unto God who gave it, are a clear proof that the ſoul 
is immortal, and dies not with the body; and there- 
fore they deſerve to be read with peculiar attention. 
The concluſion of this book of Ecclefraſtes is likewiſe 
very remarkable, wherein Solomon declares, that tbe 
concluſion of the whole matter, and the deſign of all he 
has ſaid is, to fear God, and keep bis commandments : 
for this is the whole duty of man. For Gad ſball bring 
every work into judgment, whether it be good, or whetber 
it be evil, Theſe laſt words may ſerve to explain all 
that we read in this book; as they are in truth the 
end and the ſum of all religion, and of all the leſſons 
we meet with in the ſacred ' books. a 


The end of the Book of ECCLESIASTES. 
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ARGUMENT. ar, 


The author of the Song of Songs is Solomon. What 
we read in this book, taken literally, ſeems to be «| ,, 
deſcription of the love which Solomon and his 
queen bad for each other. But this ſong muſt bt 
underſtood in à ſpiritual and myſtical ſenſe ; and ſo 
indeed bave all the antient doctors, both Jews anl I. I 
cbriſtians, underſtood it. In this book is repreſent- ] 
ed, in figurative and allegorical expreſſions, ibe mi- 

tual love of Chriſt and his church, which is calet Hr fee 
in ſcripture his ſpouſe, and the ſentiments which ¶ dem! 
Ibis love produces in the hearts of all true believers: ¶ be co: 
in this light we muſt conſider what is contained in this ¶ but i! 


book. would 
a | corrup 
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J. ARGUMENT. 


The prophet Iſaiah lived about 800 years before the 
coming of our Saviour ;, and propheſied about ſixty 

— WU years in the kingdom of Judah. There is great 
ftrength and may eſty in his exbortations, in his re- 
proofs, and in bis threatnings. In this book there 
are ſeveral predictions relating to the Jews, and 
other neighbouring nations; and it is to be obſerved, 
that of all the prophets, Iſaiah has ſpoke the moſt 


hal clearly of Jeſus Chriſt, of his ſufferings, of bis BE: 
i * dom, and of tbe calling of the Gentiles. 
? be N C HA | 


titude, and extreme corruption, which would 
ſhortly occaſion their utter ruin. II. He re- 
le Poves them for their hypocriſy, and vain confidence 
Win facrifices and external worſhip, III. He exhorts 
hich them to repentance z and declares, that if they would 
ers: ¶ be converted, God would pardon and bleſs them; 
; this but if they continued in their diſobedience, they 
would be deſtroyed. Laſtly, He complains of the 
corruption of the city of JO and particularly, 

IE Vor. II. that 


and I ATA H reproaches the Jews for their i ingra- 
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that the magiſtrates and rulers were given to injuſtice; 
and declares, that God would ſoon take vengeance 
on them for all theſe ſins; and that the Jews ſhould 
be deprived of all the privileges they enjoyed, 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter, 


WY HEN we read the prophet's reproaches of the Ml 
Zews for their ingratitude, we are led to con- Fe 
ſider, that God, in admitting us into the boſom of MW chat 
his church, and adopting us for his children, has 
conferred greater favours on us than on his ancient 
people; and therefore, we ſhall be infinitely more Tt 
guilty, and expoſe ourſelves to more heavy chaſtiſe. 
ments, if we ungratefully rebel againſt him. II. God the ſe 
declares in this chapter, that it is in vain to worſhip him ¶ the d. 
in publick, and attend on him in the religious aſſem- W God. 
blies, and practiſe the moſt ſolemn acts of devotion, MW The f 
whilſt we live in ſin, and that God abhors ſuch wor- Wthe k. 
ſhip. III. This chapter teaches us, that the only Ware co 
way to avoid the wrath of God, is to purify our coven, 
hearts by repentance, to ceaſe from doing evil, and Wreaſon 
to learn to do well; that God is always ready gri- has ir 
ciouſly to receive finners that are converted; but that Mithe un 
the diſobedient and hardned ſhall periſh in their im- Wuſe the 
penitency. IV. It muſt be obſerved, that [/aiab Ws, to 
particularly complained of the depravity of the judges oy in 
and magiſtrates of Zern/alem, ſaying, that they wer mitt 
companions of thieves, that they loved gifts, and{ude b 
followed after rewards. © Theſe cenſures, and te erving 
threatnings denounced againſt wicked magiſtrates Wn his 
prove, that ſins committed by perſons of a publichpf the 
character are uſually attended with a general 'corrufr 
tion, and with the moſt ſevere judgments of God; 
and that, on the 'contrary, it is a great. bleſſing nents x 
cities and ſtates, when God: ſets over them juſt an 
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HE prophet foretels in this chapter, I. That 
all nations ſhould be called to the knowledge 
and ſervice of the true God. II. That God would 
reject the Fewos, becauſe of their idolatry and other 
fins, III. That he would deſtroy, by his almighty 
the PI" 
power, thoſe that ſet themſelves againſt him z and 


ne char he would aboliſt idolatry. 
has REFLECTIONS. 


ore THIS chapter contains three prophecies ; the firft 

of which foretold the calling of the 'Gen/iles ; 
30d the ſecond the rejection of the Fews; and the third 
him the deſtruction of the wicked, who are the enemies of 
em- Cod. We fee the completion of theſe prophecies. 
ion, The ſeveral nations of the world have been called to 
vor- the knowledge of the true God by the goſpel, and 
only Mare come into the church, and made partakers of the 
our N covenant of God; the Jets have been rejected, by 
and Nrraſon of their fins, and their incredulity ; and God 
has in all times confounded the. pride and power of 
the ungodly and the enemies of his kingdom. - The 
ſe then we ſhould make of the reading this chapter 
js, to be very ſenſible of the great advantage we en- 
joy in being in the number of thoſe whom God has 
amitted into his church; and to expreſs our grati- 
ude by a ſincere endeavour to know his will, by 
erving him with purity and zeal, and by walking 
n his ways. We ſhould improve, by the example 
df the Zews, and by the judgments which are de- 
ounced againſt thoſe who oppoſe God, leſt by our 
;W-ocllion we expoſe ourſelves to thoſe dreadful judg- 
ents which he will pour upon the wicked, and on all 
{t andWioſe who do not reverence his power. 
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S ATAH foretels the utter deſtruction of the inha. ¶ dor 
bitants of Jeruſalem, and of the kingdom of u. and 
dab; which, he ſays, would come upon them for and 
their ſins; and chiefly for the injuſtice which the ¶ nac 
rulers of the people openly committed, and the luxury ¶ ate 
and immodeſty of the women of Jeruſalem. | 


CHAP. IV. 


THE prophet foretels in this chapter, that in 
thoſe troubleſome times the Jewiſh nation 
ſhould be extremely diminiſhed ; but that God would 
reſtore the remnant of that people, ſanctify and pro- 
tect them. | 


| REFLECTIONS a Chapters III and IV. 


FH ESE chapters teach us, I. That God with- 
= draws his protection from nations that provoke 
him by their ſins; and that he puniſhes them, part. 
cularly, by ſetting over them rulers that know not 
how to govern well. II. That when men, inſtead 
of concealing their ſins, proclaim them openly, and, 
mftead of being aſhamed of them, commit then 
without reſerve, there is reaſon to believe the judg- 
ments of God are not far off. III. That among the 
fins which provoke the wrath of God, he is, above 
all, offended with the injuftice committed by perſons 
of a publick character, and with luxury and pride. 
The deſcription is very remarkable which Iſaiab here 
gives of the luxury and vanity of the maidens and vo- 
men of Jeruſalem, their various ornaments, their wanton T ] 
attire, their immodeſty, their pride, their foft and diſſo- 
Jute lives. We here ſee, that idleneſs and luxury were "<Þre 
introduced into Jeruſalem, with other fins; and the ” teach 
phet 
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phet expreſsly declares, that this would be one cauſe 
of the ruin of the eus, and of the miſeries that were 
going to fall upon them. This leaves no room to 
doubt but luxury is very odious in the ſight of God, 
and ſtill more odious in chriſtians than in the Jes; 
and that when immodeſty, idleneſs, vanity, effemi- 
nacy, and a love of pleaſures generally prevail, they 
are a ſure mark of a great corruption, and forerun- 
ners of the divine judgments. Laſtly, God gives 
here tokens of his goodneſs, in promiſing that after 
the Jews had been chaſtiſed, he would reſtore and 
ſanctify them. This he did, when he delivered them 
from their enemies, who were ſhortly to attack them; 
when he recovered them from the Babyloniſp captivity z 
and chiefly, by ſending his Son into. the world, to 
bleſs them, and to redeem them from their ſins. 


CHAP. Ve 


J. TSAIAA repreſents, by the ſimilitude of a well 

cultivated but barren vine, the care God had 
taken of the Jets, the ingratitude of that people, 
and the judgments that were ſhortly to fall upon 
them. II. He particularizes the chief ſins of that 
nation, which were covetouſneſs, injuſtice, drunken- 
neſs, love of pleaſures, contempt of God's judg- 
ments, profaneneſs, and the iniquity of judges in 
taking bribes to corrupt them. III. The prophet 
foretels, that the Jets ſhould be puniſhed for all theſe 
fins, and that diſtant nations, as the Aſſhriens and 
Chaldeans, ſhould come againſt Feruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH E complaints which God makes of the ingra- 

titude and diſobedience of the Jews, which he 
repreſents by the ſimilitude of a barren vine, plainly 
teach us, that God does all that is neceſſary for the 


T1 good 
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good of men; that he makes uſe of the moſt pr 
means to engage them to love and fear him; that 
therefore he is not the author of their ruin; and tha: 
if they periſh, it is wholly owing to their own fault. 
This compariſon teaches us likewiſe, that when men 
abuſe the methods that God takes to render them 
happy, be deprives them of them, and forſakes them, 
Beſides this, it appears from this chapter, that there 
are ſome ſins which in a particular manner expoſe 
men to the divine vengeance; as covetouſneſs, and an 
im moderate deſire of riches; drunkenneſs, the love 
of mirth, feaſtings, and pleaſures; ſecurity, and a 
contempt of the divine threatnings, impious opinions 
and diſcourſes, and the injuſtice committed by judges 
and magiſtrates, The Jews were delivered into the 
hand of the Cha!deans for theſe fins; and we may ſee 
by their example, that when men give themſelves u 
to work wickedneſs, they are infallibly expoſed to 
God's wrath. | | 


CHAP. VL 


H E prophet relates a viſion, in which God ap- 

peared to him in his glory, and commanded 
him to ſpeak to the Jews in his name, and to declare 
to them, that ſince their obſtinacy was paſt remedy, 
their cities ſhould be laid waſte ; but that neverthe- 
leſs their ruin ſhould not be paſt recovery. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HERE are two things in this chapter which 
chiefly demand our ſerious attention. I. The 


magnificent viſion which the prophet 1/aiab had, 
wherein he ſaw the Lord ſeated upon his throne, and 
ſurrounded by his holy angels, who celebrated his 
holineſs and infinite majeſty. By this remarkable vi- 


ſion, which filled the prophet with fear and a 
b= Go 
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God deſigned to confirm him in his calling as a pro- 
phet, and prepare him to ſay and do whatever he 
ſhould command, The account given us of this vi- 
fon ſhould inſpire us with a great reverence and dread 
of the majeſty of God, and ſtir us up to praiſe and 
adore him continually with the angels, ſaying, with 
profound humility : Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hoſts, the whole earth is full of his glory. II. We 
muſt obſerve, that what is here ſaid of the blindneſs 
and obſtinacy of the Fews, is not to be underſtood as 
if God had blinded them, and hardned their hearts. 
God only informs the prophet what would be the ſuc- 
cels of his miniſtry, and foretels that the eus would 
harden themſelves wilfully. We ought never to at- 
tribute to God the ſin and obſtinacy of men, ſince he 
is ſo far from blinding and hardning them, that he 
does all that is neceſſary to enlighten them, to con- 
vert and fave them: and if they continue in their ſins, 
and periſh in them, it is wholly owing to their own 
wickedneſs, and becauſe they would have it ſo. 


CHAP. 


HA, king of Judab, being attacked by Re- 
zin king of Syria, and Pekab king of 1ſraet, 
God ſends Iſaiah to him, to aſſure him that he would 
defend Jeruſalem, and that the kingdoms of Syria 
and Jae ſhould be ſoon deſtroyed. II. The pro- 
phet, to give Ahaz the ſtronger aſſurance, that the 
kingdom of Judah ſhould not be delivered into the 
hands of the enemies that attacked him, foretels the 
extraordinary birth of a child. III. He declares, that 
the kingdom of Iſrael ſhould be ravaged by the Egyp- 
trans and Afſyrians. 


7 4 ReFLec- 
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REFLECTIONS 


T H E care which God took to ſend Jaiab to 4haz, 
who was a wicked and idolatrous king, to pro- 
miſe him protection againſt the kings of Syria and 
1ſrael, who made war upon him, is an inſtance of the 

oodneſs of God towards men, even thoſe that of. 

end him, and of his love to his people. 1/atab ex. 
horts Abaz and his ſubjects not to fear thoſe tuo 
ſmoaking firebrands, as he in contempt calls the king 
of Syria and Iſrael; and, in fact, theſe two kings, 
who intended to invade the kingdom of Judab, were 
themſelves deſtroyed ſoon after with their kingdom; 
There is, in this chapter, a remarkable prediction; 
the prophet ſays, that within threeſcore and five years, 
Ephraim, that is, the Iſraelites of the ten tribes, ſhould 
be broken, that it be no more a people. This came to 
paſs at the end of that term, when Eſarbaddon king of 
Aſſyria ſent ſtrangers to dwell in the land of J/rael, in 
the room of the /raelites, who had remained there 
pretty numerous after Sa/maneſer king of Aſſyria had 
deſtroyed the kingdom of the ten tribes. The be. 
haviour of Abaz, who rejected the promiſes and of. 
fers that Jſaiab made him from God, ſhews us, that 
if it be tempting God to expect what he has not pro- 
miſed, it is no leſs offending him not to believe his 
promiſes, nor to receive the offers of his favour. 
However, we here find, that God, notwithſtanding 
Abaz's refuſal, told him by Iſaiah, that in a very 
ſnort time, and before a young ſon of that prophet 
had any knowledge, Feru/alem ſhould be delivered 
from both the kings who made war againſt it. But 
what is moſt remarkable is, that Jaiab then foretold 
that a virgin ſhould bring forth a ſon. This pro- 


phecy relates to Jeſus Chriſt, and is applied to him in 


the goſpel, as he alone was born of a virgin; and to 
him 
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kim alone can be aſcribed what Jſaiab ſaith of this 


extraordinary child, and the auguſt titles given him in 
this and the following chapters. Farther, as the 
Meſſiah, whoſe birth is here predicted, was to be of 
the family of king David, this prophecy tended to 
aſſure the Jes, that God would not ſuffer that fa- 
mily, and the kingdom of Judab, who were then 


attacked, to be deſtroyed by their enemies. 


CHAP... VAL 


J. TSATAH continues to propheſy, that the at- 

tempts of the kings of Syria and Iſrael againſt 
Jeruſalem would be in vain ; and that before a ſon 
which was born to him ſhould be of an age to under- 
ſtand, the Aſſyrians ſhould come againſt thoſe two 
kingdoms, and paſs on even to the kingdom of Ju- 
dab. II. He exhorts the Fews to put their truſt in 
God, and fear none but him; to cleave to his word, 
and not to have recourſe to ſorcerers nor idols. He 
ſpeaks, laſtly, of the deſolation that ſhould at that 
time befal thoſe Jews which dwelt in Galilee. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE repeated aſſurances which 7/aiah gave king 
* Abaz and the Jess, that they ſhould be delivered 
from the kings of Syria and [/rael, ſhew, that God 
defeats the attempts which the enemies of his church 
form againſt it, and that he renders their contrivances 
vain and ineffectual ; and therefore that in God alone 
we ought to place our fear and our truſt, The event 
anſwered the prediction: Tiglath-pileſer, king of the 
Aſſyrians, came to Abaz's aſſiſtance, took the city of 
Damaſcus, which was the capital of the kingdom of 
Hria, flew Rezin their king, and in him put an end to 
that kingdom. Tig/ath-puleſer took alſo part of the 
kingdom of 1/rac/, and carried the people captive in- 
to 
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to Mria; but made Ahaz king of Judab tributary, 
Some time after, Salmaneſer, who ſucceeded Tiplath. 
pileſer, totally deſtroyed the kingdom of 1/rael ; and 
at the end of eight years, Sennacherib, another kin 
of Aſſyria, made war upon the kingdom of Judab, 
under the reign of Hezetiab fon of Abaꝝ : He even 
beſieged Feruſalem, but in vain, ſince God protected 
and miraculouſly delivered that city. Thus all that 
1ſaiah had foretold was fulfilled. In the ſecond part 
of this chapter, the prophet very ſtrongly condemns 
thoſe, who, in the danger the Jews were then in, 
inſtead of applying to God and his word, had recourſe 
to ſorcerers and to the dead. From whence it appears, 
that it is a great crime, and extream impiety, to con- 
ſult ſorcerers, and thoſe who pretend to foretel things 
to come; and that thoſe who give credit to ſuch per. 
ſons, and make ule of ſuch damnable methods, for- 
ſake God. This teaches us likewiſe, that we ought 
to have no other ſupport of our truſt, or rule of our 
faith, than God's word. Laſtly, Ir is to be obſerved 
that if Galilee, where the tribes of Zebulun and 
Nephtali were ſituated, was the firſt that was laid 
waſte by the A/ſyrians, that country had afterwards 
the happineſs to be the firſt that was enlightned by the 
goſpel z Jeſus Chriſt's moſt uſual abode being in Ga- 
lilee, as we are taught by St Matthew, in the fourth 
chapter of his goſpel, where he applies to the inha- 
bitants of Galilee the laſt words of this, and the firſt 
words of the following chapter. 


Ca AFP. 1a 
HIS chapter has two parts. I. J/aiah fore- 
tels, that God would deliver Jeruſalem, and 
the kingdom of Judab, and eſtabliſh an everlaſting 
kingdom in the family of David, by a ſon _ 
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hould be born to him. II. He prophecies, that the 
kingdom of Iſrael, which at that time made war a- 
gainſt that of Judab, ſhould be humbled by the Syri- 
ans and Philiſtines, and by the king of 4ſſyria. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E read, in the beginning of this chapter, zhe 

people that walked in darkneſs bave ſeen a great 
lizht ; which words were fulfilled, not only in the de- 
liverance which God formerly vouchſafed the Zews, 
when he defended them againſt their enemies ; bur 
chiefly in the favour granted to that people, and af- 
terwards to other nations, in cauſing the light of his 
goſpel to ſhine upon them, when they were in the 
darkneſs of ſin, and of death. This happy change 
was wrought by the coming of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, whoſe glory, divinity, and eternal kingdom, 
are here deſcribed in terms ſo clear and remarkable, 
and which can be applied to no otffer. II. We are 
next to obſerve what Jaiab propheſied, that God 
would diſplay divers judgments upon the {ſraelites, 
by means of the Syrians and their other neighbours 
and that becauſe they would not turn to him that 
ſmote them, but even ſoothed themſelves in their ſins, 
he would ſend them new and greater calamities, and 
that his anger ſhould not be turned away, but his hand 
fill tretched out againſt them, This teaches us, that 
God afflicts men to bring them to him; that when 
they harden themſelves, he doubles the ſtroke of his 
tod; and therefore, that the only way to turn away 
bis wrath, is to profit by his chaſtiſements, to be con- 
yerted and humbled. 


CHAP.» 


. HIS chapter contains threatnings againſt 
thoſe who opprefs others by violence and 
| | injuſtice z 
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injuſtice ; and particularly againſt the Aſſrians, whom 
the prophet foretels God would make uſe of to puniſh 
the kingdom of J/rgel ; and that they ſhould think 
to become maſters even of Jeruſalem, as they had 
conquered Calno, and ſome other cities here mention. 
ed. But the prophet adds, that after they had exe. 
cuted the deſigns of the Almighty, he would puniſh 
them for their injuſtice and pride. II. He comfors 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem againſt the fear of the 
king of ria, by promiſing them that God would 
redeem the remnant of his people. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E may gather in general from this chapter, that 
violent, proud, and unjuſt men, are threatned 

with the curſe of God. But what we are chiefly to 
obſerve here is, that God thought fit to make uſe of 
the king of Aria to puniſh the 1/raelites; that this 
prince was to accompliſh the defigns of God without 
knowing it; that he would boaſt of his ſucceſs, and 
even threaten to reduce Jeruſalem ; but that afterwards 
God would deſtroy him, becauſe he had unjuſtly at- 
tacked the Iſraelites, and out of a principle of pride, 
and becauſe he had attributed his victories to his own 
wiſdom and ſtrength. In this chapter, which is very 
remarkable, we ſee plainly, that although God lets the 
wicked alone, and employs them to chaſtiſe men, and 
to execute his deſigns, he nevertheleſs puniſhes them 
juſtly for doing it; ſince their actions are voluntary 
and free, and the end they propoſe is only to gratify 
their own paſſions, and not to fulfil the defigns of 
providence. This ſhould teach us to adore the ways 
of God's providence, and to confeſs, that he preſides 
over all things, even over the criminal and unjuſt ac- 
tions of the wicked; but that, however, he is by n0 
means 
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means the author of the ſins which men commit; that 
he has a right to puniſh. them, and that he will infalli- 


bly do it. Theſe conſiderations, which perfectly vin- 
dicate the ways of God's providence, teach us not to 
fear the power and malice of men, and to truſt always 
in him. J/atah ſays, in this chapter, That a remnant 
of 1ſrael ſpould return; which defcribes not only what 
happened to thoſe who were delivered from the king 
of Aſſyria, or from the Babyloniſh captivity, but this 
relates in general to thoſe ems who were ſaved by 
believing in Jeſus Chriſt, while the reſt were rejected. 
This is St Paul's application of theſe words of //aiab, 
in the Epiſtle to the Romans: Though the number of 
the children of Iſrael be as theYand' of the ſea, a ren- 
nant ſhall be ſaved. 


CHAP. XI, 


J. HE prophet in this chapter foretels, that 
| 'F although the kingdom and family of David 
were to be brought low, and reduced to a.very abject 
condition by their enemies; yet God would preferve 
that family, and raiſe up a great king, and put his 
fpirit upon him. II. He repreſents in figurative ex- 
preſſions, the kingdom of the Meſſiah, under whom 
the whole earth ſhould be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord. III. He promiſes, that God would again 
diſplay in behalf of his people, to recover them from 
the ſeveral countries where they ſhould be diſperſed, 
the ſame power which he had difplayed when he 
brought them out of the land of E 


REFLECTION 8s. 


W HAT is ſaid in this chapter may be applied to 
that which God did in behalf of the family of 
king David and of the Jews, under the reign of good 
3 king 
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king Hezekiah, when he preſerved them from the ene. 
mies which then attacked them ; and when he after. 
wards brought back the remnant of that people from 
the ſeveral countries where they had been diſperſed, 
But the true ſenſe of the prophecy is, that the Meſſiah 
was to ſpring from the poſterity of David; that the 
ſpirit of God ſhould reſt upon him, with his moſt ex. 
traordinary gifts; that his kingdom was to be a ſpiri- 
tual and heavenly kingdom; and that the deſign of 
this kingdom would be to reconcile all men, to make 
them live in peace, and to fill the whole earth with the 
knowledge of the Lord. Theſe are ſo many ſigns 
which prove, that Jeſus is the Meſſiah who was to 
come; theſe are pow@tul motives to engage us to 
ſubmit to his kingdom, to live in peace and unity, 
and by leading a holy life, to acknowledge God's 
mercy to us, in giving us the knowledge of himſelf, 
and redeeming us by Jeſus Chriſt. 


CHAP, XII. 


N this chapter the prophet adds a ſong of thanks- 
I giving for the great ſalvation which God was to 
vilit his people. | 
REFLECTION 8. 


W E have in this chapter a pattern of the praiſes 
and thankſgivings, which chriſtians ought to 
render to God continually for that great deliverance 
which he has vouchſafed unto them, in redeeming 
them by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


CHAP. XIII. 


THE contents of the proceeding chapters relate 


to the ſtate of the Jews, when they were at- 
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tacked by their enemies, in the reign of Abaz, and 
ſoretels what would befal them as well as the kingdom 
of Iſrael. The thirteenth and — — con- 
tain prophecies againſt the nations and kingdoms who 
ſhould afflict the people of God. In this chapter he 
foretels, that the Babylonians would be ſubdued by the 
Medes and Perſians. | 


REFLECTIONS: 


HIS general reflection is to be made on this 
and the following chapters to the twenty fourth, 

ind upon ſeveral other parts of this book; that the 
predictions of Jaiab did not only relate to the Fews; 
but that God commanded him likewiſe to propheſy 
zoainſt other nations, even the moſt powerful em- 
pires, ſuch as was at that time the Bahhleniſe; and 
to commit his prophecies to writing. God was 
pleaſed thus to order it, for the inſtruction and Ton- 
ſolation of the Jetos, and to convince all men, in 
to come, that he is the almighty God, the 
Lord of kings and nations. This is a mark of ma- 
jeſty and greatneſs, which ſhould be well obſerved in 
theſe prophecies; and is the more remarkable, as all 
the threatnings denounced therein againſt the ſeveral 
nations were put in execution. On this thirteenth chap- 
ter it muſt be obſerved, that as the Babylonians were 
to take Feruſalem, burn the temple, and carry the 
people into captivity, God, to give the Fetus a right 
enſe of this great event, and for their conſolation, 
was pleaſed to declare long beforehand, that the em- 
pire of the Babylonians ſhould be deſtroyed. This 
prediction is very wonderful: Jaiab expreſly declares, 
that Babylon ſnould be taken at a time, and in a man- 
ner, which the Baby/5nians could not have foreſeen; 
that it ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, and never recover 
from its ruins, but become a retreat for wild beaſts, 
Jalab foretels this two hundred years before, when 
= the 
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the Babyloni/h empire was in the moſt flouriſhing con. jeac 
dition; at the end of which time Babylon was taken Ml of | 
by the Medes and Perſians, as we learn from the fifth Ml chu 
chapter of Daniel, and from profane hiſtory. This and 
prophecy affords us the cleareſt conviction of the di. and 
vine authority of the ſacred writings ; it proves, that Ml £der 
God was the directer of all theſe great events. We vate 
here remark the divine juſtice againſt the Babylonian, deſtr 
who had ſo unjuſtly oppreſſed the Jes; and laſtly, N evid: 
we ſee that God graciouſly protects his church. Theſe N prop 
predictions, which, when they were pronounced, had Wl able 
a natural tendency to comfort the Jets, ſhould make ¶ pom 
ſtill greater impreſſion upon us, as they have been Ml duel; 
ſince ſo exactly fulfilled ; and they furniſh us with the WM aſter 
molt convincing proofs of the divinity of the prophe: Miu 
cies contained-in this book. | pop! 


C HAP. XIV. 


I. TSAIAA foretels the deliverances and reſtora. 
tion of the Jews. II. He declares, that God 
would deſtroy the Babylonians by his power, for their 
ride and cruelty, though they truſted in their own 
ſtrength. III. He threatens likewiſe the Phbililine 
with total deſtruction. 110 


REFLECTIONS... 


T HE promiſes which Jaiab made to the Jews, 
ſhew, that if the prophets had a commiſſion to 
threaten them, they were alſo ſent to comfort them, 
with an aſſurance that God would be reconciled with : 
them. Thus has God always given proofs of his fer 
goodneſs, at the ſame time that he has given tokens * 
of his juſtice. Jaiab's deſcription of the inſupport 4 a 
able pride of the Babylonians, of their formidabe liſhed 
power, and the extent of their dominions, wy 4 
e 17 TE ea 
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n. MM (cad us to conſider, that how great ſoever the power 
en of the kings of the earth, and the enemies of the 
fih church may be, it can never hold out againſt God; 
his and that his juſtice is engaged to confound the proud 
di- and unjuſt. This ſhould teach us humility and con- 
hat Wl fidence in God; ſince pride is not leſs odious in pri- 
We vate perſons than in princes and nations. Again the 
m, deſtruction of the city and empire of Babylon very 
ly, Wl evidently proves the truth and divinity of Jaiab's 
ck Wl prophecies. The prophet mentions one very remark- 
had able circumſtance z; which is, that this great and 
ake WE pompous city ſhould become pools of water, and a 
deen {MW dwelling for wild beaſts ; which actually came to paſs 
the afterwards, as we are informed by hiſtory. The de- 
phe- Wl ſtruction of the Philiſtines, the ancient enemies of God's 
people, preſents us with the ſame reflections; which 
came to paſs in the reign of Hezekiah, a few years af- 
ter Jaiab had propheſied againſt them. 


CWMAKAP. XY. 


ther MJ $474 77, in this and the following chapter, pro- 
own pheſies againſt the Moabites; foretels the taking 


ff the principal cities, Ar and Kir, and others here 
entioned; and declares that their country ſhould 
de reduced to the utmoſt extremity. 


2 CHAP. XVI. 
. HE prophet in this chapter ſays, the Moabites 
| with ſhould ſend lambs, that is, a tribute to the king 


f Jeruſalem; that the Iſraelites ſhould dwell in their 
n land, and that all this ſhould happen to puniſh the 
ride and inſolence of the Moabites; and laſtly, he 
akes notice, that theſe threatnings ſhould be accom- 
in three years, 
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REFLECTIONS on Chap. xv and xvi. 


HE prophecy concerning the deſtruction of the 
Moabites was fulfilled at the exact time mention. 
ed by Iſaiah, when Salmaneſer king of Aſſyria mad: 
war upon the J/raelites. This prince took poſſeſſion 
of the kingdom of Moab, and the Moabites becage 
afterwards tributaries to the kingdom of Judab, ad bc 
did homage to Hezekiah, after the Mrians had been Wl mer 
defeated in that king's reign. All theſe events G0 Ila 
was pleaſed to foretel, to convince the Jeus of the bott 
truth of all that the prophets declared, and to teach 
them, that his providence ruled over all things. The 
ſame inſtructions we may receive from ſeveral other 
prophecies of the like nature. In the deſolation of the 
Moaabites we ſhould likewiſe conſider the juſt puniſh 
ment of their pride, and of the injuries they had dom 
to the Jews, and the care which God has, in all age 
been graciouſly pleaſed to take of his people. 


- 3 
Aer. AVI 


I E prophet foretels the ruin of Damaſcus, th 

capital of the kingdom of Syria, which is cala 
the fortreſs of Epbraim; that is, the defence of the 
raeliles of the ten tribes, who had put themſelves u 
der the protection of the king of Syria. He denon 
ces the deſtruction of the ten tribes themſelves, beca 
they had forſaken the true God to ſerve idols. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I N the ſixteenth chapter of the ſecond book of king 
we read an account of the deſtruction of the king 
dom of Damaſcus foretold by 1ſaiab. Tiglath-pil 
king of the Aſſyrians took that city, laid it waſte, c 
ried the inhabitants into captivity, and put their! 
to death; and a few years after, the kingdom of 

70 
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vazl, having made a league with the 4ſſyrians againſt 
the kingdom of Zudab, was likewiſe ſubdued and to- 
the WY tally extinguiſhed by the ſame M rians, who had 
conquered Damaſcus, By this means the Syrians and 


we the [/raelites, who had unjuſtly attacked the king of 
80 Judah, were puniſhed for their.injuſtice, as Iſaiab had 
ame Feral times foretold; and the //raelites in particular 
2 received the puniſhment which their idolatry juſtly 


merited. Thus the divine juſtice and the truth of 
Iaiab's predictions, appeared in the deſtruction of 
both theſe kingdoms, 


CHAP. XVII. 


HIS chapter is attended with obſcurity, and 
it is difficult to ſay with certainty what is the 
preciſe meaning of it, by reaſon of the figurative ex- 
preſſions we meet with in it, which may be explained 
more ways than one; and becauſe hiſtory does not af- 
ford us ſufficient light on this ſubject. However, the 
moſt probable interpretation ſeems to be, that the 
king of Ethiopia, when he was going to march againſt 
1s, tbe king of Aſſyria, who had attacked the Ferws, would 
cala invite the Egyptians to join him; but that God would 
the {confound the deſigns of the 4ſſyrians, and deliver Je- 
ves U alem by his own power alone. 


REFLECTIONS. 


N the nineteenth chapter of the ſecond book of 
Kings, we find the two events which the prophet 
Iſaiah here takes notice of, One is, that Tirbatab 
king of Ethiopia came with his army againſt Senna- 


** berib king of Mhria, who at that time was beſieg- 
* W's Jeruſalem. The other is, that Sennacherib's army 
* s utterly deſtroyed by an angel; and that prince, 
ir K turning to his own country, periſhed in a miſerable 
mn of Nenner. God therefore himſelf, and not the king of 


Q 2 Ethiopia o 
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Etbiopia, was the deliverer of Feruſalem, and took ve 
vengeance on the AHrians; wherein he diſplayed his N pe 
infinite power and his love for his people. 


CHAP. XIX. 


of = HIS chapter is a prophecy againſt the Zgypriay, 
which foretels, I. Their confuſion and diſſen. 
tion among themſelves, till a powerful king ſhould ex. 
ecute the judgments of God againſt them, II. Hz 
foretels, that Egyp! ſhould come to the knowledg 
and worſhip of the true God. 


REFLECTIONS 


H ISTORY perfectly clears the predictions cos. 
tained in this chapter. After the death of &. 

 thon king of Egypt, the Egyptians had twelve kings 
who were at war together a long time; after which 
all Egypt was under the dominion of one prince only 
named Pſammiticbus. The Egypiians were afterward 
attacked by the king of Aria, and by Nebuchai 
nezzar, who ſubdued them; and in ſome time E 
Fudah and 4ſſyria, were governed by the ſame monard 
At the end of this chapter /aiah ſays, that the citi 
in the land of Egypt ſhould ſpeak the language of ( 
naan; that there ſhould be an altar to the Lord in th: 
land, and that the Egyptians ſhould call upon God an 
do ſacrifice to him, This relates firſt, to what ha 
pened when the Jets retired into Egypt, after the dt 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and afterwards built a temp 
there, called the temple of Onias, which engaged m N th 
ny of the Egyptians to worſhip the true God. DF by tl 
this propheſy was not fully compleated till the timWege it 


of the goſpel, when the Egyptians and other natioicir ta 
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were converted, and by that means accounted the peo- 
ple of God, as well as the Iraelites. 


CHAP. XX. 


OD commands 1/azah to walk barefoot and nak- 

ed, that is without his robe, having on only 
his under garments ; to ſignify, that in three years 
the Egyptians and the Ethiopians ſhould be led into 
captivity, naked and barefoot, by the 4/ſyrians ; and 
that this ſhould convince. the Zews, that they had 
done wrong to imagine that the king of Egypt ſhould 
deliver them from the king of Aria. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH I'S propheſy was verified when the king of 

Aſhria carried his arms as far as Egypt, took ſe- 
yeral cities in it, and carried a great number of E p- 
lian captives into his own country. This muſt needs 
undeceive the Fews, who truſted on the Egyptians, and 


teach them to truſt in God only. | 1! 


C H A P; XXI. 


TVHIS chapter contains two predictions : The 
firſt is concerning the deſtruction of the Baby-. 


mans, who were to fall into the hands of the Medes 
and Perſians. The ſecond relates to the people of 
Vunab and the Arabians of Kedar, who were likewiſe 
o be expoſed to the utmoſt miſeries. The people of 


Jumab were of the poſterity of the Ihmaelites. 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this chapter 1/aiah foretels the taking of Babylon 


by the Medes and Perſians : He calls them to be- 


imWiege it and to conquer it; and expreſsly mentions 


oFiteir taking that city in a night, when the king of 


Q 3 | ' Babylon 


— [EET 4-0 


Babylon ſhould be feaſting, and _ his fill of plea. I the 
ſures. Thus it actually came to pals, as hiſtory in- vi 
forms us, and we read at the end of the fifth chapter ¶ Ane 
of Daniel. This propheſy, which was pronounced MW wh. 
ſo long beforehand, contains in it a moſt evident ge 
mark of majeſty and divinity. The Edomites and Ml mol 
Arabians, who are here mentioned, were alſo invaded ſenſ 
by the Aſſyrians. By which God was pleaſed to pu- 
niſh the idolatry of thoſe nations, and avenge the in. MW * 
Juries they had done to the Fews. [att 


CH AP. Il. 


FTER the prophet had foretold, in the fore. 
going chapters, the deſtruction of thoſe idola- 
trous people who had oppreſſed the Jeus, he de- 
nounces in this chapter the miſeries that would befal 
the 7ews themſelves, notwithſtanding all the precau- 
tions taken by the inhabitants of Zeruſalem to ſecure 
them from their enemies; and he ſays, that this would 
come upon them, becauſe they had abandoned them- 
ſelves to diſſolute pleaſures, at a time when God called 
them to repentance. 1/azah foretels likewiſe, that Sbel- 
na, one of king Hezetiab's chief officers, when Sen- 
nacherib beſieged Jeruſalem, ſhould be removed from 
his place, and that Eliatim ſhould ſucceed him. -What 
15 here ſaid of Shebna, gives room to ſuppoſe, that this 
_ propheſy relates to what happened when the Aſſyrian 
came againſt Jeruſalem, and carried captive to'Baty- 
lon Manaſſeh the ſon of Hezekiah, as we read 2 Chrot. 
xxxiii. 11, | 


. 


REFLECTIONS, it rect 


T HE threatnings which are here denounced againſ and « 
Jeruſalem by the prophet, after he had threatned great 
the other nations, ſhew, that God ſpares not his own rom 


people, and thoſe who profeſs to ſerve him, yr ia the 
7 
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they offend him; and that the nations and cities, 
where impiety reigns, are at Jaſt expoſed to his venge- 
ance, which nothing can ſecure them from. But 
what is chiefly to be obſerved here is, that one of the 
greateſt ſigns of hardneſs of heart, and that which 
moſt provokes God to puniſh men, is their being in- 
ſenſible of his judgments, and giving themſelves up 
to mirth and pleaſures, and diſſoluteneſs, at a time 
when he calls them to humiliation and repentance. 
Jaiab's prediction of Shebna's being turned out, and 
Eliakim's being preferred, proves, that what happens 
to private perſons 1s directed by providence, as well 
as what befals princes and nations; and that God ex- 
ats and abaſes whom he pleaſes, as may beſt anſwer 
his wiſe deſigns. 


C HAP. XXIII. 


HIS chapter foretels the humbling of the Ty- 
. | rians, who were neighbours to the Jets, and 
prided themſelves in their riches and power. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T H E prediction contained in this chapter was ful- 
filled, when Nebucbadnez zar, after a tedious ſiege, 
took the city of Tyre. It is remarkable, that the 
prophet, in this chapter, ſays expreſsly, that Tyre 
ſhould be deſolate ſeventy years; that at the end of 
that time it ſhould be reſtored ; that its trade ſhould 
again flouriſh, and part of its riches be conſecrated to 
God, All theſe things happened to the city of Tyre : 
After it had fallen under the power of the Babylonians, 
it recovered from its ruins, became very conſiderable, 
and. enjoyed its Jiberty in the time of Alexander the 
great: After this the Jews reaped many advantages 
trom the Tyrians, and at laſt, the goſpel was preached 
in the land of Tyre, In all this, we ſee evident proofs 
24 of 
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of the divinity of theſe prophecies, and that provi. 
dence governs the world, and preſides over all events, 


CHAP. XXIV. 


PH S chapter treats of the extreme deſolation 
LL of Judea, occaſioned by the fins of the Jews. 
Iſaiah promiſes, however, that Jeruſalem ſhould be 
reſtored. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this chapter we find a prediction of the miſeries 
that threatned the Fews. VJaiab declares, that 
their land would ſhortly be entirely. deſolate, becauſe 
it had been profaned and defiled by the fins of its in- 
habitants, and they had broken the divine covenant, 
By this we ſee what they have reaſon to expect, who 
imitate the J in their rebellion and ingratitude. 
God at length puts in execution againſt them the de- 
crees of his juſtice, and overwhelms them with his 
judgments; but if he does not always puniſh the 
tranſgreſſors of his covenant and laws with temporal 
puniſhments, he will infallibly puniſh them in the life 
to come; ſince the threatnings of the goſpel are not 
leſs expreſs, nor leſs certain, than thoſe of the ancient 
prophets. On the other hand, the promiſes God here 
makes, to eſtabliſh his kingdom, and again to mani- 
feſt his glory at Jeruſalem, after he had afflicted it, 
expreſs God's mercy to his people. Theſe promiſes 
concern us, as well as the Jes, ſince we ſee their 
perfect completion in the manifeſtation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom. nd 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. XXV. 


HIS is a ſong of praiſe for the bleſſings which 
God would grant to his people, in delivering 
them and humbling their enemies, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE praiſes and thankſgivings contained in this 

chapter, relate, firſt, to the deliverance of- the 
Jews, and their return from Babylon; but they chief- 
ly ſuit that great deliverance, which the Meſſiah was 
one day to procure for men, by redeeming them, 
and purchaſing falvation for them. We are chiefly 
to obſerve, after St Paul and St Jobn, that theſe 
words of the prophet, He will ſwallow up death in 
victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces; will not fully be accompliſhed till death, 
our laſt enemy, ſhall be deſtroyed by the reſurrection, 
and Jeſus. Chriſt ſhall introduce his elect into eternal 
glory. This expectation ought to produce in us a 
great deſire to partake of theſe excellent promiſes, and 
be a powerful motive to us, to bleſs the Lord who 
has promiſed them, and to be glad and rejoice con- 
tinually in expectation of that ſalvation, which ſhall 
be fully revealed at the ſecond coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


CHAP. XXVI 


. | SATAH goes on to praiſe God for the bleſs- 


ings he would beſtow on his people, and ex- 
pretles the confidence which the righteous have in 
God, II. He repreſents how men abuſe the for- 
bearance of God; he adores his juſtice and power, 
which would appear in reſtoring peace to the 'Zews, 
after he had reduced them to the utmoſt extremity ; 
| | and 
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and from all theſe conſiderations he comforts and en. 
courages the people of God. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. WE ought to meditate with faith and gratitude 


upon what is ſaid in this chapter, and in fo 
many other prophecies, of the deliverance and peace 
which God would fend his church, ſince theſe pre- 
dictions principally relate to the times of the goſpel, 
II. We learn from this chapter, that the character of 
true believers is, to truſt in God alone, to. deſire no- 
thing but him, and to ſeek him with all the powers 
of the foul; and that God, on his part, ſupports 
them and guides them in the way that they ſhould go, 
and takes care of every thing that relates to them, 
III. Another inſtruction that the prophet gives us is, 
that men commonly learn to fear God, and to do that 
which is right, when he chaſtiſes them, and they ſee 
his judgments ; but that the wicked abuſe the for- 
bearance of God, and are hardned in their fins, when 
he ſhews them favour; and inſtead of being con- 
verted, become yet more wicked. Laſtly, The aſſu- 
rances which the prophet gives the Jes of the divine 
protection, ſhould effectually comfort the church, and 
all its true members, make them eaſy in the worſt of 
times, and fill them continually with hope and joy, 


HAP. XVII. 


| OD promiſes by his power to puniſh the ene- 
(3 mies of the Jews, to be reconciled with his 
people, and to bring the diſperſed in 4/ſyria and Eg. 
again to Jeruſalem, there to worſhip the Lord. | 


RrerFLECT1ONS. 


E may gather from this chapter, I. That hon 


great ſoever the power of the enemies of ＋ 


W 
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be, he is more powerful than they, and will not fail 
to ſet bounds to their malice. II. That there is this 
difference between the afflictions with which God viſits 
his church, and the judgments he diſplays againſt 
idolaters ; that God affſicts his church in pure kind- 
neſs, to cleanſe and purify it; whereas he puniſhes the 
other in his wrath, and for their deſtruction. This 
neſs of the Lord appears in the promiſes here 
made to gather together the diſperſed eus, and to 
bring them again to Feruſalem, which actually came 
to pals after the captivity of Babylon. This teaches 
us, that God does never intirely withdraw his grace 
and protection from his people, and from thoſe he 
loves; and that, after he has afflicted and humbled 
them, he reſtores them to reſt and peace, and gives 
them new proofs of his love, and freſh reaſon to ce- 
lebrate his mercy, 


_ CHAP. XXVII. 


T HIS is a prophecy againſt Ephraim ; that is, 
4 againſt the kingdom of the ten tribes, and 
againſt the kingdom of Fudah. I. Iſaiah foretels, 
that they ſhould be delivered into the hands of their 
enemies, becauſe of their pride, their diſſoluteneſs, 
and their idolatries. II. He reproaches the prieſts 
and the prophets for following the general corrup- 
tion ; for being as ignorant and wicked as the people, 
and for their falſe confidence, in thinking themſelves 
ſecure from the judgments of God. III. He de- 
nounces thoſe judgments againſt them, promiſing, 
nevertheleſs, that God would diſplay his infinite 
power and wiſdom in behalf of Jeruſalem; and that, 
as the plowman, after he has prepared the earth, and 
lowed his ſeed, ſets apart the good grain; ſo the Lord 
would ſpare the men of Judah, and not deſtroy them 
with the ungodly, 

| REFLE - 
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3 REFLECTIONS. I 


T HE threatnings of 1/aiab againſt the 1/raelites, 

teach us, I. That the fins of men, and particu- 
larly pride, drunkenneſs, and diſſoluteneſs, are the 
cauſe of thoſe miſeries which befal them, and of the 
chaſtiſements which God inflicts upon them. II. That 
if theſe ſins are diſpleaſing to God in all perſons, they 
are ſtill more odious in the miniſters of religion; and 
that ignorance and corruption in thoſe who ought to 
teach others, produces depravity in the people, and 
occaſions the ruin and deſtruction of the church, 
III. It is to be obſerved, that 1/aiah complains of the 
falſe confidence of the Iſraelites, who, at the very 
time the wrath of God was ready to fall upon them, 
in the profoundeſt ſecurity, ſaid, We have made a co- 
wenant with death ; and when the over flowing ſcourge 
all paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us. Thus 
men flatter themſelves in their ſins, and think them- 
ſelves ſafe, when God is preparing to ſurpriſe and 
overwhelm them with his judgments. IV. God ſhews 
his goodneſs, by promiſing to lay in Sion for a foun- 
dation, à tried ſtyne, a precious cornerſtone, a ſure 
foundation. This prophecy properly relates to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is ſeveral times applied to him in the new 
teſtament, where it is ſaid, that Chriſt is that corner- 
ſtone upon which the church is built, and which is 
an occaſion of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to 
unbelievers, and a means of ſalvation to all thoſe that 
believe in him. 


CH AP.. XXIX. 


THE prophet, in this and the following chap - 
ters, ſpeaks of the coming of the Aſſyrians, 

who were to make war upon Jeruſalem; and toretels, 
I. That that city, which he here calls Arie!, ſhould 
| in 
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in a ſhort time be viſited, and beſieged; but that 
God would diſperſe and confound thoſe that made 
war againſt them. II. He ſays, that all theſe evils 
would be occafioned by the great hardneſs of heart, 
the blindneſs and ſecurity which reigned, even among 
the prophets, and by the hypocriſy of the Jews. 
III. To theſe threatnings Jaiab joins promiſes of 
deliverance. „ | 


REFLECTION Ss. 


JN this chapter we are to obſerve, I. That Jaiab's 

threatnings againſt Feruſalem, and againſt thoſe 
who ſhould attack it, were executed a few years after, 
when Sennacherib came to beſiege that city, and was 
forced to retreat with the loſs of his army. II. That 
it was the-blindneſs of the prophets, and the hypocriſy 
of the Jews, which obliged God to uſe them in this 
manner. From hence we may conclude, that the ig- 
norance and impiety of the governors of the church 
is always attended with great corruption; and that 
God abhors the worſhip we pay him, when it is only 
external and hypocritical. This is expreſſed in theſe 
words, which our Saviour likewiſe mentions in the 
goſpel : This people draw near to me with their mouths, 
and honour me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me. III. We alſo learn from this chapter, that 
it is great folly, and extreme impiety, to pretend to 
hide ourſelves from the eyes of the Lord, and to 
eſcape his knowledge and his power; and that nothing 
can ſkreen us from his judgments, nor hinder him from 
diſpoſing of us as the potter diſpoſes of the clay. 
Laſtly, God gives proof of his love and mercy to 
his people, in promiſing, after he had threatned them, 
to take pity on them, and reſtore them to a glorious 
condition, | 


CHAP. 
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3 REFLECTIONS. 
T HE threatnings of 1/aiah againſt the 1/raelites, 

teach us, I. That the fins of men, ard particu- 
larly pride, drunkenneſs, and diſſoluteneſs, are the 
cauſe of thoſe miſeries which befal them, and of the 
chaſtiſements which God inflicts upon them. II. That 
if theſe ſins are diſpleaſing to God in all perſons, they 
are ſtill more odious in the miniſters of religion; and 
that ignorance and corruption in thoſe who ought to 
teach others, produces depravity in the people, and 
occaſions the ruin and deſtruction of the church, 
III. It is to be obſerved, that 1/aiah complains of the 
falſe confidence of the Jſraelites, who, at the very 
time the wrath of God was ready to fall upon them, 
in the profoundeſt ſecurity, ſaid, We have made a co- 
venant with death; and when the over flowing ſcourge 
ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us. Thus 
men flatter themſelves in their ſins, and think them- 
ſelves ſafe, when God is preparing to ſurpriſe and 
overwhelm them with his judgments. IV. God ſhews 
his goodneſs, by promiſing to lay in Sion for a foun- 
dation;-a tried ſtyne, a precious corner-ſione, a ſurt 
foundation. This prophecy properly relates to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is ſeveral times applied to him in the new 
teſtament, where it is ſaid, that Chriſt is that corner- 
ſtone upon which the church is built, and which 1s 
an occaſion of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to 
unbelievers, and a means of ſalvation to all thoſe that 
believe in him. | 


CAP. XXIE. 


TV HE prophet, in this and the following chap 

ters, ſpeaks of the coming of the Aſſyrian; 
who were to make war upon Feru/alem; and toretels, 
I. That that city, which he here calls Arie!, ſhould 
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in a ſhort time be viſited, and beſieged; but that 
God would diſperſe and confound thoſe that made 
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war againſt them, II. He ſays, that all theſe evils 
would be occafioned by the great hardneſs of heart, 
the blindneſs and ſecurity which reigned, even among 
the prophets, and by the hypocriſy of the Jetos. 
III. To theſe threatnings 7/aiab joins promiſes of 
deliverance. _ © 


REFLECTIONS. 


JN this chapter we are to obſerve, I. That Jſaiab's 

threatnings againſt Feruſalem, and againſt thoſe 
who ſhould attack it, were executed a few years after, 
when Sennacherib came to beſiege that city, and was 
forced to retreat with the loſs of his army. II. That 
it was the blindneſs of the prophets, and the hypocriſy 
of the eus, which obliged God to uſe them in this 
manner. From hence we may conclude, that the ig- 
norance and impiety of the governors of the church 
is always attended with great corruption; and that 
God abhors the worſhip we pay him, when it is only 
external and hypocritical. This is expreſſed in theſe 
words, which our Saviour likewiſe mentions in the 
goſpel : This people draw near to me with their mouths, 
and honour me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me. III. We alſo learn from this chapter, that 
it is great folly, and extreme impiety, to pretend to 
hide ourſelves from the eyes of the Lord, and to 
eſcape his knowledge and his power; and that nothing 
can ſkreen us from his judgments, nor hinder him from 
diſpoſing of us as the potter diſpoſes of the clay. 
Laſtly, God gives proof of his love and mercy to 
his people, in promiſing, after he had threatned them, 
to take pity on them, and reſtore them to a glorious 
condition, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxx. 


I. YSATAH denounces the utmoſt miſeries againſt 

thoſe Jets who, inſtead of quietly waiting for 
the aſſiſtance of the almighty againſt the Aſſyrian, 
had recourſe to the Egypiians ; who would not hear. 
ken to the prophets of the Lord, and would even 
hinder them from ſpeaking. II. He aſſures them, 
they ſhould be delivered, if they truſted in God rather 
than in man; that God was ready to ſhew them favour; 
that he would deliver them, and let them ſee the de- 
ſtruction of the Aſſyrians ; and that afterwards they 
ſhould enjoy peace and happineſs. This proſperity 
the prophet expreſſes, by ſaying, that then the light 
of the ſun and moon ſhould be much greater thai 
uſual, and by other figurative expreſſions. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE completion of what is here read, we find 
in the following chapters, wherein 1/aiah re- 
lates what happened when the AHrians came to make 
war upon Feruſalem, In the mean time, we muſt 
make theſe three reflections on what we read in this 
chapter. I. The threatnings denounced by 1/aiab 
againſt the Jes, who, inſtead of depending upon 
God alone, imagined they ſhould be defended by the 
king of Egypt, teach us, that God does not bleſs 
thoſe who in time of danger have recourſe to ill means 
for their deliverance, and who truſt in men rather 
than in him. To this purpoſe the prophet ſays, 1 
reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietneſs and confidence ſhall 
be your ſtrengtb. II. Tſaiab's ſharp rebuke of the 
Jews, for refuſing to obey the 1 and for ſtop- 
ping their mouths, and not ſuffering them to ſpeak, 
ſhews us, that it is a token of the greateſt obſtinacy 
not to hearken to the voice of God, nor ſuffer his 
ſervants 
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ſervants to ſpeak the truth. III. God expreſſes his 
great kindneſs, when, regardleſs of the fins of the 
Jews, he tells them, he waited to be gracious unto 
them; that he would again have mercy on them, and 
protect Jeruſalem and its inhabitants againſt the 4/- 
ſprians. This kindneſs and mercy of God towards 
men ſhould engage us chiefly to ſeek his favour, to 
rely on him alone, and to live in ſuch a manner, that 
we may have him for our protector, and put our 
whole confidence in him. 
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H E prophet continues to threaten thoſe who 
ſhould ſeek for help from the Egyptians againft 
the Aſſyrians, and to aſſure the Feus, of the divine 
protection. | | 


REFLECTIONS, | 
T HE principal inſtruction to be drawn from this 


chapter is, that to put our confidence in man, 
rather than in the divine aſſiſtance, is to fin againſt 
God, and to deceive ourſelves. As 1/atah ſaid, that 
the Egyptians were men and not God, we ſhould al- 
ways remember, that men are very weak, that all their 
power is but vanity, and that they who depend upon 
them ſhall be deceived in their expectation ; whereas 
thoſe who hope in God, and fear him, and reſt whol- 
ly upon his power, are entirely ſafe. This the 7ews 
ſhould have acknowledged, when Sennacherib, king 
of M ria, came againit Feru/alem. His approach 
and progreſs at firſt threw terror all around ; but God 
confounded the enterpriſes of that prince, and, moved 
by the prayers of Hezekiab, who truſted in God a- 
lone, reſtored peace to Jeruſalem, as we read in the 
ſequel, 


CH AT. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


I. 12 IAA deſcribes the felicity which the Jew; 
would enjoy under the reign of king Hexetiab, 

after the defeat and retreat of the king of AHria; 
and he foretels, that then men ſnhould be exalted, 
and that unjuſt and wicked men ſhould be abaſed. 
II. He applies himſelf to the women of Feri ſalen, 
who lived in luxury and effeminacy, and warns them 
to bewail the calamities which were to fall upon them; 
promiſing at the ſame. time, that peace and proſperity 
ſhould ſucceed ſorrow and trouble, and that the 
judgments of God ſhould fall heavy like hail upon te 
Aſſyrians. | 
REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS chapter affords us the ſame reflections 2 

. the former, upon the great deliverance that God 
was to grant to Jeruſalem in Hezekiah's time. Be. 
ſides, what Iſaiab ſays concerning the happineſs and 
peace which the Jews ſhould enjoy under the go- 
vernment of that king, after having been in extreme 
danger, ſhould make us ſenſible, that it is a great 
bleſſing to a nation to be ſubject to juſt and religious 
princes and magiſtrates, But it is a much greater 
happineſs to have God for our protector, and to be al- 
ſured of his aſſiſtance and favour in all our wants and 
neceſſities. 


CHAP. .AAXUL. 


HIS is again a propheſy of the ruin of the 
Aſſyrians, who were to come againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, and greatly alarm the eus in the reign of He- 
zekiab. Iſaiah promiſes, that this juſt and pious 
king ſhould be bleſſed ; that eri ſalem ſhould be pre. 


ſerved 
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ſerved, by the power of God, and the army of Sen- 
nacherib king of Aſſyria deſtroyed, = 


wh _RBFLECTIONS. 

w TH E firſt inſtruction this chapter affords us is, 
I; that all the deſigns, and all the attempts of 
w Whhe enemies of God and his church, are vain and inef- 
" raual; that they cannot reſiſt the power of the 
m Lord; and that whatever they undertake againſt him, 
= does only turn to his glory and their contuſion. It 
* aſt further be conſidered, that the threatnings con- 


ained in this chapter relate in general to all wicked 
men; ſince God is to them a conſuming fire. Sin- 
ers are afraid; fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the hypo- 
ies; fo that they ſhall ſay, Vo among us ſhall 
well with the devouring fire? Who among us ſhall 
ell with everlaſting burnings? Theſe words preſent 


= s with a lively image of the horror and, deſpair which 

F ll ſeize the wicked, when God ſhall come to judge 
and Atem. Take notice likewiſe, that what Jaiab ſaid: 
S0 hf good king Hezekiab agrees to all good men; and, 


the prophet expreſſes it, He that walketh righteouſly, 
ud ſpeaketh uprightly ; he that deſpiſeth the gain of 
Mpreſtons, and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing evil, he 
ball awwell on high, and ſhall lack nathing. In theſe. 
ords we ſee what are the characters of true piety, 
d the happy condition of its votaries. Laſtly, 
rom this chapter we may conclude, that as God 
rmerly delivered Feruſalem, when invaded by the 
rians, he will conſtantly be the protector of the 
urch, and of all that fear him, ſo that they may 


i the ody fay : The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 
77 giver, the Lord is our king, be will ſave us. 
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CHAP... xxxIv. 


8 H Is chapter contains threatnings againſt the 
Edomites, : hoſe ruin God denounces. J/aiah | 
propheſies, that Idumea ſhould be deſolate ; that king 
ſhou 1d no longer reign there, and that it ſhould be 
reduced to a wilderneſs, 


REFLECTIONS. 


HERE are two reflections to be made upon 

this chapter. I. That the Edomites, who wer 
neighbours to the Jews, and who were deſcended 
from Eſau, brother to the patriarch Facob, were quit 
deſtroyed by the king of A//yria, ſome time after 
this prediction of Jaiab; that their. country wa 
made a wilderneſs, and that they never did recove 
from that deſolation; ſo that the threatnings which uns 
Iſaiab and other prophets had pronounced again told 
them were put in execution. II. We are to take no vor 
tice, that God dealt thus with them, becauſe they . 
all times dealt wickedly with the Fews, who wer and 
their brethren ; and becauſe they rejoiced at their fili ſends 
Thus the deſtruction of Idumea, is an example MW. tt 
God's judgment upon thoſe that are cruel and urul C; 
and who with * to en, and rejoice in their mikW}. Ty 


Ar. XXXY. 
TP" H E prophet deſcribes, in fianraive expre 


ſions, the Jews joy in their own deliveranc 
and the confuſion of their enemies, 


WD es res 


HAT is here ſaid relates firſt to the hap 


ſtate of the Jews, when God delivered A 
1 


W 


Cnar. XXXV, xXXVI. 259 


from the invaſion of the king of Aſſyria, and after- 
wards, when they were brought again from the cap- 
tivity of Babylon; whilſt the Edomites, whoſe ruin 
Jſaiah had foretold in the foregoing chapter, and their 
other enemies, were deſtroyed. This paſſage of the 
prophet 1s likewiſe to be applied to the chriſtian 
112 church, and to the bleſſings that God would beſtow 
upon it, by the means of the Meſſiah redeeming and 
ſanctifying the faithful, deſtroying their ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and conferring on them eternal happineſs. The 
laſt words of this chapter expreſs the ſentiments of 
joy and gratitude which ſo great a deliverance pro- 
duces in the heart of all true believers, 


"CHAP. XXXVI. 


NH E hiſtory contained in this and the following 
chapters, proves the completion of the predic- 
tions ſet down in the foregoing chapters, which fore- 
told, that God would deliver Feruſalem from the in- 
vaſion of the Afſyrians. Sennacherib king of H- 
ria, makes war againſt Hezekiah king of Fudab, 
and after he had taken ſeveral cities from him, he 
ſends Rabſhakeh to Jeruſalem, to ſummon Hezekiab 
and the Jews to ſurrender ; and to blaſpheme againſt 
God ; ſaying, that as the gods of the nations which 
he had conquered had not been able to deliver their 
land, ſo neither would the God whom Hezekiab wor- 
ſhipped be able to deliver him. This ſame hiſtory is 
recorded in the ſixteenth and following chapters of the 
{cond book of Kings, | 


eraue REFLECTIONS. | 
W E muſt look upon the war which the king of 

Aſſyria made againſt Hezekiah, and the ad- 
antages which that idolatrous king obtained over 
them, as a puniſhment to Hezetiab's ſubjects, and a 
R 2 trial 


trial ſent by God to this pious prince, to engage him 
and all his people to have recourſe to him, and to 
give them afterwards extraordinary proofs of his 
power in delivering them from ſo great a danger, 
It is next to be obſerved, that the haughty and im- 
pious ſpeeches of Sennacherib, and his blaſphemies 
againſt God, which fo much aſtoniſhed Hezekiah, 
haſtned the ruin of that idolatrous king, and induced 
God to deſtroy him. When men fly in the face of 
the almighty, and inſult him with impious ſpeeches, 
he fails not to ſet bounds to their inſolence. This 
ought to inſpire us with an utter abhorrence of every 
thing that affronts the divinity ; and particularly of 
blaſphemy, and all other diſcourſes that violate the 
reverence which is due to 'the great God whom we 
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CHAP. XX XVI.. 


I, EZEKIAH acquaints 1/aiah with the blaſ- 

phemies of Sennacbherib, king of Aria; and 
the prophet aſſures him of God's aſſiſtance. II. Ser- 
nacherib is obliged to leave Judea, becauſe the king 
of Ethiopia had declared war againſt him ; and ſends 
letters to Hezekiah, full of threatnings and blaſphe- 
mies againſt God. III. Hezekiah carries theſe letters 
to the temple of the Lord, and implores his al- 
ſiſtance. IV. 1/aiah aſſutes him from God, that 
the king of Aria ſhould not enter Zerufalem, but 
ſhould return to his own country. V. An angel de- 
ſtroys the army of Sennacherib; who, being returned 
to his own country, is murdered by his own children. 


1 REFLECTIONS. 
E are to obſerve in this chapter, I. That 


W 


nings of Sennacberib, had recourſe to the e 
0 


Hezekiah, extremely alarmed by the threat- ng 


retur! 
ſons i 
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of ee carried to the temple the inſulting letters 
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which that idolatrous king had ſent him; and offered 
up to God a prayer, full of ſincere piety, firm con- 
fidence and great zeal for the glory of God. Thus 
thoſe who fear God have recourſe to him, and the 
prayers of good men, in all their troubles. ' II. By 
the aſſurances {/aiab gave Hezekiab of the divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, we learn, that what chiefly provoked the 
Lord was the extreme inſolence of the king of A- 
ria, and his blaſphemies; and that God never fails 
to confound the proud and ungodly. Jaiab's meſ- 
ſage to Hezekiab expreſſes very ſtrongly the pride of 
Sennacherib, and at the ſame time his weakneſs, and 
the power werewith God would ſet bounds to his 
malice, by deſtroying him, and delivering Feruſa- 
lm. Laſtly, It appears from this chapter, that 
Jaiab's promiſes, and the confidence of Hezekiah, 
were not in vain. Providence thought fit that Tyrhatab 
king of Ethiopia ſhould declare war againſt Senna-- 
cherib, to oblige him to retire from Hezekia/s do- 
minionsz the army of the A/{yrians was miraculouſly. 
deteated by an angel, and Sennacherib himſelf, at his 
return from this expedition, was aſſaſſinated by his 
lons in the temple of the idol whom he worſhippeds - 
In theſe events every one may ſee, that truſt in G 
and prayers are very effectual; that the power of Goa 
is infinite; that he is juſt, and that ſooner or later 
he puniſhes wicked princes, and in general all thoſe 
wo affront him by their impiety and their pride. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 


K ING Hezekiah being ſick, I/aiah comes to 
acquaint him, that he was to die; but God be- 
ing moved by the prayers of this prince, promiſes 
um fifteen years longer life, and confirms the promiſe 

R 3 by 
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by a miracle. Hegetiab | being recovered, Praiſes God 
in 3 ſong. 1 = Ys 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. I T is to be obſerved, that about the time Hezz. 


kiah had been attacked by the AHrians, God 
viſited him with a mortal diſeaſe, 'This was a ney 
trial for that prince whom God loved, and which was 
to ſerve to manifeſt and ſtrengthen his faith and piety, 
For the ſame reaſon God afflicts his children after di- 
vers manners, and after he has delivered them from 
one danger, ſuffers them ſometimes to fall into ano- 
ther. II. The prayer which Hezekiab made to God 
in his ſickneſs, beſeeching the Lord to remember, 
that he had walked before him in integrity, ſhes, 
that men apply to God with great confidence in time 
of adverſity, and at the approach of death, when 
they have lived in holineſs, and done that which is 
right in his ſight. III. In the ſudden healing of He- 
zekiah, and in the miracle God wrought for his ſake, 
we may obſerve the power of God, his love to that 
prince, and the efficacy of the prayers of the-righte- 
ous. Laſtly, Thoſe whom God has delivered from 
death, or any other danger, 'ought, in imitation of 
Hezekiah, who praiſes God in a ſong of thankſgiving, 
to celebrate his loving-Kkindneſs, to preſerve the fe- 
membrance of it, and to employ their life to his glory. 


CH AP. XXXIX. 


REFLEC- 


God 
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REFLECTIONS. 


on HESE are the reflections which the ſcripture 
makes on what is related in this - chapter, 
When the ambaſſadors of the king of Babylon came 
to Hezekiah, to inquire after the miracle that had hap- 
pened, when the ſhadow of the ſun-dial of Abaz 
went backward with the ſun, God left Hezekiab to 
himſelf to try him; but Hezekiah rendered not unto 
God according, to the benefit done unto him, for his 
heart was lifted up; therefore the wrath of God was 
kindled againſt Jeruſalem. Upon which J/aiah told 
him, that his children and his treaſures ſhould be car- 
ried to Babylon; but Hezekiab and the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem humbling them ſelves, the wrath of God 
came not upon them in the days of Hegetiab. — 
We may learn from hence, how eaſily men forget 
themſelves in proſperity and that thoſe who have 
done their duty in time of affliction, often grow re- 
miſs when it is over. This hiſtory ſhews likewiſe, 
that worldly advantages are vain and uncertain, and 
that we ſhould never be puffed up with the poſſeſſion 
of them. Laftly, It appears from hence, that God 
chaſtiſes thoſe he loves, when they grow remiſs and 
offend him; but that he is reconciled, as ſoon as they 
repent and bum ble themſelves. 


CHAP. Xk 


| HE prophet comforts the people of God, 
and aſſures them, God, whoſe word and 
promiſes are always ſure, would deliver them. II. He 
exhorts them. to rejoice at that great deliverance. 
III. He deſcribes the infinite majeſty, power, and 
wiſdom of God, and the folly of tho that worſhip 
idols. Laſtly, He declares the happineſs of tlioſe 
vho worſhip the true God, and put their truſt in him. 
4 REFLE c- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


T H E promiſes which God makes in this chapter, 
X to comfort and redeem his people, are not to 
be explained only of the deliverance wrought for the 
Jews, in freeing them from the king of Aria, and 
bringing them again from the Babylonifh captivity; 


Ss. A Ih. 


they chiefly relate to the times of the goſpel, and in 


particular to the coming of Jobn the baptiſt, why 
was ſent by God to prepare men to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt. This we learn in the beginning of St Foby's 
oſpel, where this prophecy is applied to Jobn the 
Paptilt; The voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, Pre. 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths ſtraight, 
To the ſame times muſt be referred what 7/aiah {ayz 
of the ſtability of the word of God, in oppoſition to 
man's inſignificancy, as St Peter teaches, when he, 
applying to the goſpel the words of 1/etah, fays, 
All fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is a 
the flower of the field. The graſs withereth, the flower 
fadetb; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
And ibis is that word which by the goſpel is preached 
undo you, 1 Pet. i. 25. What the prophet ſays in the 
latter part of this chapter, is very remarkable; he 
there ſpeaks of the majeſty of God in exalted terms, 
and the moſt noble ideas; he repreſents in a lively 
manner the ſtupidity of idolaters, who worſhip dumb 
idols which their own hands have framed ; and de. 
ſcribes the perfect happineſs of thoſe who put their 
truſt in God alone. Theſe diſcourſes of the prophet 
teach us, that God abhors idolatry, and neither ought 
nor can be. repreſented by any image; that we ought 
to adore and fear this great God, before whom al 
creatures are as nothing; and that all our happinek 
depends on his favour, and our truſt in him. 


CHAP. 


ines 


AP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

J. HE prophet addreſſes himſelf to the iſles, 

that is to the diſtant nations, and exhorts 
them to own the power of God, and the vanity of 
idols. II. He aſſures the I/raelites of the divine pro- 
tection z promiſing to make them triumph over their 
enemies, and to ſhower his favours upon them. Laſtly, 
He ſhews, that the Lord was the only true God ; and 
that the idols were only falſe divinities, becauſe they 


could not foretel things to come; and promiſes that 
Jeruſalem ſhould be reſtored, | 


| ' REBgFLECTIONS. 


HIS chapter teaches us, I. That the Lord is the 
true God, who ought alone to be worſhipped and 
adored ; that his power is infinite; that he diſpoſes of 
kings, and of all events; and that thoſe who ſerve 
idols are mad. II. We here ſee the firmneſs of God's 
covenant with his ancient people, and his love to them; 
from whence we may conclude, that as the chriſtian 
church is not leſs dear to him, he will never forſake it; 
that whatever condition it be in, it has nothing to 
fear, and that the enemies of the church, far from 
compaſſing its ruin, ſhall be themſelves deſtroyed. 
III. We ought to take particular notice of the reaſon 
which the prophet gives, to prove that idols were not 
gods ; ſaying, that they could not foretel things to 
come, nor do any hurt or to men. This conſi- 
deration, which ſo ſtrongly demonſtrates the vanity of 
idols, moſt plainly ſhews, that the many prophecies 
ve have in the holy ſcriptures could proceed from none 
but God. It proves that there is a God, who knows 
and governs all things, and "that the holy ſcriptures 
are 
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are true and divinely inſpired. Laſtly, This teachez 
us, that the great God, who knoweth and can do 
all things, is the Lord of all men, the judge of the 
world, and he who ought to be feared; ſince, as he 
is almighty, he will exert his power for the good of 
thoſe that worſhip him, and to puniſh thoſe that re: 


* 


bel againſt him. 
il CHAP. XLII. 


I. Y SATAH goes on to foretel the Jes deliverance 
and reſtoration by Cyrus ; but he chiefly ſpeaks 
of the coming of the Meſſiah, to beſtow his favours 
on the Jews, and alſo on the Genti/es, II. He ex- 
horts men to praiſe God, and to rejoice in the happi- 
neſs which they were ſhortly to enjoy. III. He fore: 
tels, that idolators ſhould be confounded, and idola- 
try deſtroyed, IV. He complains of the blindneſs 
of the Jews; and declares, that becauſe of their fins 
they ſhould be delivered into the hands of their ene- 
mies. POE "FR 
REF L ECTIONS. 
8 T Matthew, quoting the firſt verſes of this chap- 
ter, teaches us, that this propheſy repreſents the 
characters of the Meſſiah ; which are, his great meek- 
neſs and humility, the glory of his works, and the 
power wherewith he was to eſtabliſh his kingdom 
throughout all the nations of the earth. Theſe are ſo 
many proofs that Jeſus is the true Meſſiah promiſed 
by the prophets; and ſo many inducements to us, to 
ſubmit ourſelves with joy to this Saviour, abounding 
in power and goodneſs. II. Jaiab expreſſes the ſen- 
timents of joy and gratitude which men would be at- 


fected with, when the Saviour of the world ſhould be 
manifeſted : which are deſcribed in theſe words, Sing 
unto the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe from, the end 


of the earth, Ye that go down tothe ſea, and all that 
5 1 
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'; therein; the ifles and the inhabitants thereof ; let them 
give glory to the Lord, and declare bis praiſe. Theſe 
are the thanks we ought to render inceſſantly to God, 
upon account of the good things he has done for us in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and particularly, for delivering us from 
the idolatry which formerly reigned in the world. 
III. The example of the Jews, who were expoſed to 
deſolation becauſe of their blindneſs and ſtupidity, is 
a warning to us, that it is fin which expoſes men to ſo 
many evils, and engages God to forſake them, when 
they ſhut their eyes againſt the light which enlightens 
them, when they are deaf to his voice, and retuſe to 
yalk in his ways, and to keep his law. 


CHAP, XLII. 


| OD promiſes to deliver his people by his in- 

finite power, and to bring them back from 
their diſperſion. II. He declares that he was the only 
true God who created all things, and who made him- 
ſelf known to the Jews; and that he would not fail 
to gather them together again. III. He complains, 
that that people had not ſerved him as they ought, and 
threatens to chaſtiſe them; but promiſes, however, to 
be reconciled with them, and to forgive them. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E ſee in the firſt part of this chapter the love 

of God to the Fews. That love appears in 
the aſſurances he gives them of his protection, as be- 
ing their God, their Saviour, and their King; and in 
the promiſes he makes them, of delivering them from 
the Babyloni/h captivity. Theſe promiſes are likewiſe 
applicable to the chriſtian church, and to all the truly 
* | "_ faithful, 
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faithful, and are very proper to comfort and fill they H 
with hope and joy. The ſecond part of this chapter N ccc 
affords us powerful motives to fear the Lord our God: to {: 
fince he is the Lord, and the only true God, that ha tate 
been from all times, that has made all things, tha ¶ ti! 
knows what is to come, and does what he pleaſes, ſo the 
chat nothing can reſiſt him, and from his hand no. Ml Ceſc 
thing can deliver us. God's reproaching of the Jews, Ml ber 
for having provoked and offended him by their facri. WM folly 
fices, and by the ſervice they paid him, teaches us, othe 
that all worſhip which conſiſts purely of ceremonies, their 
and of the externals of religion, is abominable to the ve 
Lord. Laſtly, The promiſes of pardon, at the end fallir 
of this chapter, ſhew, that if God afflicts men for I light 
their correction, he is likewiſe always ready to hey ſhou 
mercy to them, when they humble themſelves ; that idol; 
it is he alone who pardons ſins ; and that he does it WM ſhew 


only for his own ſake, and out of pure mercy. D. 
. | | de v 
knoy 

ERAP XD. | rence 


HIS chapter contains, I. Exprefs promiſes of I Nom 

| the deliverance of the Jets, and of the favours 
which God would beſtow upon them. II. A beauti- {95 
ful deſcription of the folly of idolators. III. An ex-: ©" 
hortation to the Jes, to rejoice in the hopes that hund 
God would bring them out of captivity, and would 
ſettle them again in their own country by means of 
Cyrus king of Per/fia. 


REFLECTIONS. 


J. THE promiſes which God made to his people 


to redeem them, to cauſe them to increaſe and I and 
multiply, and to bleſs them, began to be accompliſhed I count 
when he delivered the Jews from the captivity of Bu- us t 


bylon; 
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hem %; but they were 88 fulfilled when God, 
ter WI according to his promiſe, ſent his Son into the world 
ver to fave mankind, Wherefore it is our duty to medi- 


t has ute upon theſe gracious promiſes with faith and gra- 
tha titude; to rejoice in God, and return him thanks for 
the completion of them. II. This chapter contains a 


y 1 &{cription of the vanity of idols, which deſerves to 
oe WY be read with care and attention. Iſaiab repreſents the 
acri. Ml folly of thoſe that worſhip images made of wood, or 
; us, other materials, and fall down before the work of 
ai their own hands, and before dead things. By which 
) the we ſee into what UNION men are capable of 
end falling, when left to themſelves, and deprived of the 
\ for Wl light of the divine word; and what condition we 


ey ſhould till be in, if we had not been delivered from 
idolatry, to ſerve the true and living God. This 
ſhews likewiſe with what reſpect and fear we ought to 
worſhip the almighty God, who is the governor of 
the world, who knows all things ; and as his power 
knows no bounds, can do good to thoſe that reve- 
rence him, and puniſh thoſe that offend him, The 
laſt verſes of this chapter are remarkable: God therein 
promiſes, not only that the Jets ſhould return from 
Babylon, and their city and temple be rebuilt ; but he 
ſays, this ſhould be done by means of a king named 
Cyrus; which accordingly came to paſs about two 
that hundred years after this prediction. 


CMAS. XI 


[ N this chapter it is foretold, that there ſhould ariſe 
a king named Cyrus, to whom God would give. 
ple, MI great power, and who ſhould ſet the Fews at liberty, 
and I and fend them back from Babylon into their own 
ſhed i country. The prophet ſays, that God would do all 
Ba- this ro manifeſt his power and love to his people $ 
on; anc 
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and to ſhew, chat the idols of the heathens were falſe 
jos; and that there was no other God beſides the 
of Iſrael. 


REFLleECTIONS. 


T HIS chapter contains one of the moſt expreſ 

and moſt remarkable prophecies in the old teſta. 
ment. The purport of it is, that a king named 0. 
rus ſhould become exceeding powerful ; that God 
would go before him, and grant him great victories; 
that he would give him immenſe riches, and the mo- 
narchy of Aſia; and that this prince would grant the 
Jews leave to return to their own country, and cauſe 
them to rebuild Jeruſalem and the temple. Theſe 
things were foretold two hundred years before they 
happened; at the end of which time Cyrus, the king 
ur Perſia, deſtroyed the monarchy of the Chaldeanz, 
and publiſhed an edict in behalf of the Jes, cauſing 
them to return to their own country, Theſe pre- 
dictions, which were ſo exactly fulfilled, invincibh 
prove the divine original of the holy ſcriptures, and 
the truth of religion. They prove, that there is a God 
who knows things to come, and who preſides over all 
events, and every thing that happens in the world, 
They prove, in particular, that he diſpoſes of things 
which depend upon the will of man, without deptiving 
him of his liberty; ſo that men, without knowing it, 
bring about the deſigns of providence. By this the true 
God is diſtinguiſhed from idols, as is obſerved ſeve- 
ral times in this and the former chapters. From the 


whole we muſt conclude, that God alone is to be 
feared and adored ; that he diſpoſes all things with 
wiſdom ; and that the end he propoſes to himſelf in 
all his works, is to make himſelf known to men, 
and to engage them to ſerve and fear him. This ap- 
| peared ſtill plainer in the accompliſhment of the mY 

muſes 


mil 
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miſes made of ſending Jeſus Chriſt, and eſtabliſhing 


his kingdom. 1071 | 
HAP. XLVI. 

SATAN foretels, that the Babylonians ſhould be 

deſtroyed ; and that it ſhould then appear, that 
Bull and Nebo, which were their idols, were nothing 
but falſe gods; and that the Lord was the protector 
of the Jews; and the only true God; The prophet 
adds, that God would bring from the eaſt a man, 
who ſhould execute the deſigns of his providence 
by which he denotes Cyrus, who would come from 
Perfia, to ſubdue the Babylonians, and ſet the Zews at 
liberty. 15 Ty 


REFLECTIONS. | 
HAT is here ſaid of the deſtruction of Baly- 


lon, was fulfilled when that city was taken, and 
the empire of the Babylonians paſſed to the Medes and 
Perſians. God himſelf declares, that this great event 
would be an illuſtrious proof to the Jews, and to all 
nations, that the gods of the heathens were but dead 
idols; that he alone was the Almighty ; that futurity 
was perfectly known to him, and that nothing could 
hinder the execution of his deſigns. We diſcover, 
likewiſe, in the deſtruction of Babylon, God's love to 
his people, and the truth of his promiſes. God here 
aſſures the Fews, that as he had taken care of them 
from the beginning, he would always be the ſame to 
them; from whence we may conclude, that God will 
never ceaſe to love and protect his church, and that it 
is not poſſible he ſhould forget his own people. This 
Chapter contains likewiſe a remarkable deſcription of 
the madneſs of idolaters, who, after they had made 


images of gold or ſilver, fell down before them, and 
i implored 


— 
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— the aſſiſtance of the gods, who could neither 


ir from their place, nor hear them, nor deliver them. 
From whence we learn, that idolatry is the greateſt 
inſult than can be offered to the diety, and at the ſame 
time the greateſt error that men can poſſibly fall into. 


d 
* 


CHAP. XIVIL. ! 


SATA H continues to prophecy againſt Babylon. 
He foretels, that God would humble the pride of 
the Babyloniaus; and that after he had delivered his 
le into their hands to be chaſtiſed by them, he 
would ſtrip them of their power and glory which they 
were ſo proud of; and would puniſh them for the 
barbarities they had exerciſed againſt his people, for 
their pride, their idolatry and other crimes, 


REFLECTIONS. 


| W E are to conſider on this chapter, I. That God 
diſpoſes of all things, and particularly of the 
moſt powerful kings and ſtates, with an irreſiſtible 
power, and at the ſame time with perfect juſtice. This 
appeared formerly in the abaſement and deſtruction of 
Babylon, which came to paſs according to the predic- 
tions of Iſaiab. II. It appears, that theſe things en- 
gaged God to puniſh the Babylonians, their pride, 
their inhuman treatment of the eus, and their idola- 
try. Therefore we cannot doubt but theſe ſins ex- 
poſe men, in a particular manner, to the wrath 6f 
God. This proves too, that God is the judge of the 
world; that he alone is to . and that he is 
engaged by his goodneſs and juſtice to do good to 
choſe char ſerve him, and ſtudy to pleaſe Him. 


. | Vp 


CHAP. 
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l 154 I 4H tells the Jews, that God had fore 
warned them of what was coming upon them, 
0 at they might · renounce idolatry, confeſs that he 
as the only God, and be converted and turn unto him. 
II. He tells them, that God, for his own fake, and 
for the glory of his name, would not entirely deſtroy 
them 3 but would execute his judgments and thteat- 
on. nings on the Babylonigns their enemies. III. That 
of ir they had hearlened to the voice of God, they would 
his not have been delivered: up to the. Babylonians; that 
he revertheleſs God would redeem them, and bring them 
u gin from Babylon; but that there ſhould be no phate 
the tor their enemies, nor for the wicked in n 


REFLECTIONS. 


THIS IS chapter ſhews, V That God manifeſts 
| himſelf to men, and makes known his will to 
z0d chem, and His 28 as far as it 1s neceſſary, to 
the ¶ teach them to fear and to render them happy. 
ble II. It is to be well obſerved, that God ſays here, he 
his I had declared things to come, long before they hap- 
| of Hpened to convince the Fews that he was the only 
lic - vue God, and to turn them from the worſhip of idols. 
en- This conſideration, which God propoſes in ſo many 
de, places of this book, and in the other prophets, de- 
frves our moſt ſerious reflections. God could not 
more expreſsly declare, that one of the cleareſt ways 
in which he has revealed himſelf to mankind, are 
the predictions of the prophets; which, with the 
ſtrongeſt evidence, prove that there is a God and 
| to Ia providence, which governs all things: Therefore 
ve ought to give particular heed to this proof, thãt 
we may, by this means, be ann in the belief of 
Vor. II. | 8 the 
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the truth of religion, and the practice of our duty. 
III. The third inſtruction is, that if men on their par 
would act ſuitably to what God does for them, they 
would enjoy perfect happineſs, and would not com. 
pel him, as it were, to puniſh them. God. ſhews hi 
favourable diſpoſitions to men in thefe expreſſions, 
Jam the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to profi. 
which leadeth thee by the way thou out go. O tha 
thou badſt hearkned to my commandments, then had th 
peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as the way 
of the ſea. Laſtly, 1. appears from this chapter, tha 
if God is engaged to puniſn men, he withdraws his 
ſcourge from them as foon as he obſerves them hum. 
bled. Thus he acted towards the Jes, when he ſent 
them into captivity, and afterwards brought then 
again in peace. 


CHAP. XLIX; 


| L SAI A H proclaims the glorious refloratical 

the Fews, and at the ſame time the coming df 
the Meſſiah, who ſhould bring ſalvation and deliver 
ance to all nations; and promiſes the ,Fews,, that G0 
would ſet them at liberty by freeing them from ib 
Babyloniſh captivity, II. He invites all creatures t 
rejoice at the proſpect of ſo great ſalvation; he com 
forts the Jes, who might have thought N an pr 
forſaken of God; he aſſures them, that the I 
would protect and reſtore them, multiply them e 
ceedingly, procure them the favour of ſtrange pri 
ces, and auld make their glory viſible to all JeOpk 
17 r their oppreſſors. 265 9 ot 


Rzrlzerions. bi 


HAT is * in this chapter was in part fu 
filled, „about two hundred years aft 
theſe — che Jetvs were recalled from tit 
Babylon} 
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duty. Blenio captivity. God then diſplayed, in a glo- 
pan Nous manner, his power, in the ſight of all nations; 
they he gave his prope ſtrange princes for their protectors, 

ſuch as Cyrus, Darius, and ſeveral others; he gather- 


| them together in their own country, and ca 
chetn there to increaſe and multiply, and bleſſed them 
xceedingly. But theſe. promiſes more eſpecially, re- 
lite to the chriſtian church. Here we ſee clearly the 
ling of the Gentiles, and the marvellous increafe of 
he church of Chriſt, This St Paul teaches us, when, 
o convince the Jews that the goſpel was to be preach- 
d to the heathens, he cites the prophecy taken from 
his chapter: I have ſet ibee to be a light to the Gen- 
ile, that thou ſhouldſt be for ſalvation unto the ends 
f the earth, Acts xiii. 47. and when the ſame apoſtle 
plies likewiſe to the times of the goſpel theſe other 
rords of Jaiab, In an acceptable time bave I beard 
bee, and in a day of ſalvation have I helped tbee; be- 
bold, noww is the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
vation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. In that happy time, the church 
aw her ſons multiply; and the Kings and great men 
che world ſubmitted to the almighty God, and 
me into the number of his worſhippers. All who 
aye the happineſs to be members of the church, 
ould be ſenſible of the value of theſe privileges, and 
oſſeſs them with gratitude and thankfulneſs. Chriſ. 
in princes, in particular, ought to learn from hence, 
lat their greateſt glory conſiſts in knowing God, in 
erſelonging to his church, in being the defenders and 
| urſing $ of it, and in uſing their power to make 
flouriſh' more and more. Laſtly, We have here 
he ſtrongeſt aſſurances of God's care and love for his 
Noople; God declares, that though a woman may for- 
rt her ſucking child, he will never forget his church, 
rt fulhich he has graven upon the palms of his hands. 
 altaWheſe are promiſes full of comfort to the church in 
m tiWeneral, and to all its true members. 
/ lon S 2 2 H AP. 
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C. H AP. 4 80 weed 1.4 
54 4 2h makes uſe of the TOE 91 a be; 

man who had been divorced from. her h 

© thew. the Fews, that if they had, been reje 
was becauſe they had 1 God.; that, J 
God was able to deliver them, ſince he was governgr 
of the. world, and nothing could reſiſt his poye, 
II. He mentions the troubles which he had been ex. 
ſed to in the diſcharge of his ne and Ir 
lis frm ee od. Fr RO oe 


Reriicrions. 


W H A T Iſaiah fays to- the eros i in \ this 4 
ſhould lead us to obſerve, I. That God nere 
forſakes men, till they have firſt forſaken, him, and 

that their ſins interrupt the flow of his mercies towards 
them. II. That if the Jes were juſtly rejected for 
not hearkning to the voice of God and his prophets 
our condemnation will be much more. ſevere, if we 
hearken not to the voice of Jeſus Chriſt; . III. The 
miniſters of the Lord may learn from what happened 
to [ſaigh, that they may expect to meet with, muck 
oppoſition in the diſcharge of their office; but that, 
however, they are not to leave their calling; for God 
will ſupport them, and all who labour and ſuffer fn 
his ſake. Laſtly, We ſee, in the ſecond part of thi 
chapter, a repreſentation of the contradictions Jeſu 
Chriſt was expoſed to, of the inſults he received fron 
his crycifiers, and the glorious and happy iflug of al 
his labours, when God raiſed him from the dead, an 
eſtabliſhed his kingdom. abe of all pas fron 
the world. a ' , Joatgt 1 f 


| 33 
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f HE prophet : promiſes the Fews, that as 

1 God had bleſſed Abraham and Sarah, by 
giving them a numerous poſterity, he would alſo 
comfort and increaſe them after their captivity ; would 
ive them reaſon to rejoice, and for their deliverance 
would exert the ſame power which he had formerly 
ſhewn againſt Rabab, that is, againſt Egypt, when 
he delivered their fathers, and made a way for them 
in the Red-ſea. II. He exhorts them to truſt in God, 
who would not fail to comfort Jeruſalem, raiſing it 
from its ruins, after' it had been deſtroyed by the 
Chaldeans; and then to deſtroy the Chaldeans them- 
ſelves, for all the miſchiefs they had brought upon the 
Jews. | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


II muſt be obſerved, I. That, according to the 
promiſes contained in this chapter, God did reſtore 
the Fetus, after he had afflicted them; and diſplayed 
bis almighty power in their behalf, when he redeemed 
them from the captivity of Babylon. IT. What is 
here ſaid, tends very much to the conſolation of the 
church in general. God's tender affection to the 
Jewiſh nation, ſuffers us not to doubt, but he loves 
alſo the church of his own Son; and that, if he afflicts 
it, he is nevertheleſs always its protector. III. The 
prophet teaches us, not to fear men, though they 
appear never ſo formidable, ſince they are but mortals, 
and the Lord is infinitely more powerful than they. 
IV. What is here ſaid, of the joy with which the 
Jeus ſhould be filled, when the Lord brought them 
. out of Babylon, is to be looked upon as a type of 
A pl fiat great joy which Jeſus Chriſt would produce in the 
Nord. But it muſt likewiſe be obſerved, that this 
4 83 Joy 
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joy only belongs to the righteous, and that the con. 
ſolations we read of in this chapter, are only intended 
for the true people of God, for thoſe that ſeek the 
Lord, and that hear his voice, and have his law en. 
graven in their hearts; but theſe promiſes do by ng 
means relate to the ungodly, whom God has threatned 


to give to drink of the cup of his fury, and to over. 


take them with his judgments, 


bs 


CHAP. Ll. 


HE prophet continues to promiſe, that God would 

reſtore Feruſalem. He aſſures them, that God 
would work wonders for their deliverance in the fight 
of all the earth, and bring them from Babylon with 


great Jay. 


T 


of 


HIS prophecy has two views: The firſt way 
the deliverance of the captive Fews from Baby- 
lon, and in this reſpect theſe predictions were fulfil. 
ed when Cyrus put an end to their captivity, and 
they left the idolatrous nations, to return to Zeruſa- 
lem, there to worſhip God as before. 
and chief deſign of this prophecy, was to foretel the 

redemption of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, and that 
the happy news of this redemption, 'and of the com- 
ing of the kingdom of God, ſhould be publiſhed 
throughout the world by the apoſtles, This St Paul 
teaches us, when he applies to the preaching of the 
goſpel theſe words of Iſaiah: How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publiſbeth peace, that bringeth good lid. 
ings of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto 
Sion, Thy God reigneth ! It is evident from this chap- 
ter, I. That it is the duty of thoſe to whom th 
goſpel is preached, to bleſs God for having 


REFLECTIONS, 


The ſecond 


accom: 


pliſhed 
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pliſhed theſe noble promiſes; and to receive with joy 
ended and thankfulneſs the glad tidings of ſalvation which 
k the have been declared to them by the apoſtles and mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt. II. That it is the duty of all 
ro ſoch to * 5 themſelves from the world, and from 

all its pollutions, and to ſanctify themſelves that they 
may ſerve God with a pure heart, living in innocence, 
and in a manner anſwerable to thoſe ineſtimable bleſs- 
ings which God has conferred on them by his Son 
Jelus Chriſt. 5 


CHAP. LIL 
HIS prophecy deſcribes the humiliation and 


death of the Meſſiah ; as alſo the glory to 
which God would exalt him after his reſurrection. 


REFLECTIONS. 


NoTE ING can more clearly or more expreſsly 

repreſent, the ſtate of humiliation through which 
the Meſſiah was to paſs, nor his ſtate of exaltation 
and and glory, than this admirable prophecy. The ſpirit 
uſa- of God here foretels, that the Meſſiah ſhould appear 
ond in a mean condition; that, for this reaſon, he ſhould 
be deſpiſed and rejected by the Fews 3 that he ſhould 


1 take our fins upon him; that he ſhould by his death 
om. none for them; that he ſhould be numbred with the 


hed MY tranſgreſſors; and that he ſhould be honourably in- 
paul ed after his death. We fee likewiſe deſcribed in 
this prophecy the perfect innocence of our Lord, 
"_ and his patience under all the injuries and affronts he 
poad received, Laſtly, The ' prophet foretels, that after 
tid: the Meſſiah was made an offering for fin, he ſhould 
ke his ſeed, he ſhould prolong his days. The mean- 
an. ing of which is, that his death ſhould be followed 
q by his reſurrection, and exaltation to glory; that he 

„ ſhould gather together his church; that he would 
hed S 4 Juſtify 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I. 18474 TE, under the ſimilitude of a barren wo expo 


people; and, as he promiſed Noah, after the flood, 


that he would reſtore, Feruſalem to a glorious ſtate, and 


to a ſmall number, would bring them again from 
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juſtify thoſe that ſhould believe in him, and would not 
eſtabliſh his kingdom in the world. This prophecy, ff} their 
which preſents us with a view of the principal cit. to de 
cumſtances of. the paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhoulgſff days 
fully convince us, that he is the great redeemer ſpoken abro: 
of by the prophets; that his doctrine is true and d. the 
vine; that his ſufferings and death are the wonderful mak: 
means by which, God has been pleaſed to ſave men; was 
and that being now exalted in glory, he is able u agair 


ſave all thoſe who come unto God by him, and obey our 


him, © ++ 0 I 
: 8 7 
1 CHAP. LIV. chur 


man, to whom God would give children, andi ſplen 
of a wife forſaken by her huſband, and afterward and 


reſtored to favour, repreſents God's love to the cui reflec 
which would engage him to increaſe and bleſs them pine! 
after their return from the captivity, II. He aflureſ enga 
them, that God would no more be in wrath with his 


never more to drown the earth, ſo he would never 
more deliver them into the hand of their enemies; 


would diſappoint and bring to nought all the conti 


vances and attempts formed againſt it. wp 
REFLECTIONS. conv 


WE ſee in this chapter how the prophet com-M the- 
forted the Jews, by promiſing them tha _. * 
God, after he had chaſtiſed them, and reduced them 


Babylon, would greatly increaſe them, and place them 


in a glorious ſtate; giving them proofs of his love, ever 
and defeating all the deſigns and contrivances formei let 


againſt them by their enemies. Theſe promiſes do dire 
; not a 


\ 
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not terminate. in the re-eſtabliſhment of the Jes; 
their principal aim, is to repreſent what God intended 
to do for his church, and what was to happen in the 
days of the Meſſiah, when the church ſhould be ſpread 
abroad throughout all the world, and be enlarged by 
d d. the converſion of the Gentiles ; when God would 
derfulfſ make an everlaſting covenant with it, and though it 
men; was afflicted and. perſecuted, God would defend it 
le u againſt all the enterpriſes of its enemies; ſo that, as 
obeſſ our Lord ſays, the gates of hell ſhould not prevail 
inſt it. The truth of theſe predictions has appear- 
\ in the wonderful eſtabliſhment of the chriſtian 
church, and in its preſervation in the midſt of fo 
many dangers and perſecutions to which it has been 
expoſed; but the church's glory will appear in more 
ſplendor, when it ſhall be ſpread over all the earth, 
and the kingdom of God be fully manifeſted. Theſe 
reflections. ſhould make us ſenſible of our own hap- 
pineſs, in being members of the church; and ſhould 
engage us continually to pray to God for the entire 
accompliſhment of theſe glorious promiſes. 
Goh of 6 ed 


. H E prophet, after he had foretold the hap- 
py reſtoration of the people of God, invites 
men to receive the mercies he offered them, and to be 
converted. II. He ſpeaks of the efficacy of the word 
of God, and of the firmneſs of his promiſes made to 
the Fews, | «7 —_ 
beni *REt'ruLrcTIoNS 5, 
fron THIS chapter teaches us, I. That God is fo kind 
s to invite men to partake of his favours, and 
love, even ſolicits them ſtrongly ta receive” them. Here 
mei let us conſider, that theſe invitations are particularly 
s do directed to us in the goſpel, where God offers us the 


moſt 


ISAIAH, 


282 


moſt yaluable bleſſings i in his Son, II. We here ſee, 
that when God calls us, it is our duty to receive with 
readineſs and thankfulneſs the offers he is iouſly 
pleaſed to make us; and that inſtead of Tabparin 
after that which fatisfieth not, we ſhould apply all os our 
care to the attainment of true riches. III. The way 
to obtain theſe is, to hearken to the voice of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom God has given for our ruler and guide; 
to ſeek the Lord whilſt he is to be found, to call up- 
on him whilſt he is near us, to turn away from ini- 
quity, and be converted to God. Laſtly, The pro. 

et aſſures us, that by this means we ſhall obtain 
rom God the pardon of our ſins, and the effects of 
his mercy ; and ſhall experience the truth of the pro- 
miſes which he has made us in his word. 


CHAP. LYI, . 


I. HE prophet exhorts the Jews to the prac: 

tice of virtue, and particularly to the keep. 
ing Ar the ſabbath, I. He foretels, "that flrangen, 
— thoſe who were not admitted to all the privi eges 
of the Iiraelites, by the law of Moſes, ſhould be ad. 
mitted into the houſe of God, and offer him their ſa- 
crifices and their prayers ; the meaning of which was, 
that Ged would 'receive all me and nations indif- 
ferently into his covenant. | III. He threatens the 
Jeus with deſtruction, and —.— the extreme cor 
e of their rulers. 


RErlreriovs. 
TE S chapter affords us theſe three inſtructions, 
I. That what God requires of us, above all thing 
is to do that which is right, to keep his law, and not 
to profane his covenant and ſervice. J/atab teaches 
us, that this is what God chiefly regards, and that al 
thoſe who diſcharge theſe = tay, are accounted his 
people, 
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ple, whatever their condition be in other reſpects. 
This point St Peter has perfectly cleared up, when he 
lays, 1 perceive that God is no reſpecter of perſons ; but 
in every nation he that feareth God and worketh rig bie- 
auſneſs, is accepted with him. II. The next reflection 
relates to the happineſs enjoyed by many nations, who 
have now the privilege to be admitted into covenant 
with God, which formerly they were excluded from, 
and the lively ſenſe of gratitude which we ought to 
entertain for ſo great a favour conferred on us. Laſtly, 
Let us conſider the complaints which J/aiab makes 
againſt the rulers of the Zews, whom he calls blind and 
ſleepy watchmen, and dumb greedy dogs; to ſignify 
their unfaithfulneſs in conducting the people, their 
neglect of duty, and thinking of nothing but their 
own intereſt, and the gratifying their inclinations. 
This ſhould ſerve for a warning to thoſe whom God 
has ſet over his church, as well as to magiſtrates. 
When ſuch perſons want underſtanding, or zeal, 
when they are effeminate, careleſs, or addicted to their 
intereſts or pleaſures, they not only expoſe themſelves 
tothe wrath of God, but alſo bring ruin and deſolation 
upon the church. 


CHAP. LVIL 


5 H reproaches the Jews with their ſtupi- 
dity and hardneſs of heart, which appeared in 
their not obſerving, that the death of good men was 
a preſage of their deſtruction. II. He reproves them 
tor continuing to commit their jdolatries under trees, 
and in the high places, notwithſtanding the warnings 
they had received, and threatnings which God had 
denounced againſt them; and for ſeeking help from 
man, inſtead of truſting in God only. III. He pro- 
miſes however, that the Jeus ſhould return from the 

capti- 
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captivity; he comforts the humble perſons that wen 
among the Jes, preaching peace to ſuch, but he de. 
clares, that there is no peace for the wicked. 


Rrrrerroxs. 


WI E may make theſe four refſections upon this 

chapter: I. That God often takes good men 
out of this world, that they may not be involved in 
the miſeries that are to fall upon the wicked; that 
when the righteous die, they go into a ſtate of peace 
and reſt; and that their death is ſometimes followed 
with many calamities. This they had an inſtance of 
in good king Joſiah, whom God took to himſelf be- 
fore the deſtruction. of the Jes. II. That if God 
| complained ſo often of the obſtinacy of the Jewi, who 
continued to provoke him by giving themſelves up to 
idolatry; he will be much more offended with us, i 
we do not ſerve him faithfully, but forſake him, 
though we have ſo many reaſons to ingage us to feu 
him and continue faithful to him. III. We learn, 
that God dwells in humble and contrite hearts; and 
therefore if any one deſires to have gcommunion with 
God, he muſt renounce himſelf, and be lowly in his 
own fight. The laſt reflection relates to the ſad con- 
dition of the wicked: God declares that there is no 
peace for them, and that they are in continual trouble 
and uneaſinefs. This is the uſual ſtate of a guilty con- 
ſcience, which the wicked. experience ſooner or la- 
ter; this ought likewiſe to 1 u _ a | gre 
averſion to en andi impigg. 


c HAP. LVIIL voy 


0 D commands Iſaiah to 5 the Jews ſe. 

verely for their ſins, and e ſpecjally for - 

hypocriſy of their faſtings: he ſhews what ſort of 
_ are acceptable to Gods 
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delivers, and bleſſes thoſe, that call upon him, wich 
ſincerity. and, humility, and truly turn to . 


REFLECTIONS, | 
TH! S chapter teaches us, what faſts God accepts, 


and what he rejects. God here declares very ex- 
ly, that he is ffended with the ſervices, and with 
faſtings of . the wicked; that he has no regard to 
the humiliation of ſinners, when it is only external 
and bypocnitical;-or laſts but a ſnort time; but that the 
true way of faſting and praying, is to humble ourſelves 
before God, . to afftict our ſouls, to reform our lives, 
to do juſtice; to repair the evil we have committed, to 
exerciſe charity, ànd to ſerve God with fidelity, love 
and: reverence. The prophet aſſures us, that God ne- 
ver fails to hear and deliver ſuch as pray and faſt af. 
ter this manner, and to ſhower his bleſſings upon them. 
Laſtiy, He reaches; us, that the way to make God 
propitious, and m enjoy peace and quiet at all times, 
is ta renounce our ov wills; to reſign them abſolute- 
ly to the will of God, to ſeck all our joy in him alone, 
to / reverente religion, and to. place our greateſt hap- 
pineſs in ſerving God, and honouring his holy name; 
Let us ſeriouſly reflect upon theſe things at all times, 
but eſpecially when we: — ourſelves before God, 
3 eee reer ee N ny 
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CH A P. LIX... 


LT f E 88 tells the Jeu, chat if Goa did 
not avert. the calamities that were to fall up: 


1 


on. Mem. it was not for want of power, but becau 


of their fins and 115 ion, the greatneſs of which 
he here deſcribes. e repreſents. the miſeries and 
calamities with * God = ſhortly puniſh them. 
Nl, To theſe threatnings he adds ſuch promiſes as 
give 


” 
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gie them reaſon to hope that God wobld have com. 
paſſion om them, and ſend à deliverer to them that 
. ſhould be converted. 


— * 7 
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rei 


172 make a good uſe of chis — the follow- 
ing things are to be obſerved: I. That if God 7e 
puniſhes 4 and leaves them expoſed to 
it is not for want of power or goodneſs to do good to ff due 
them, and to deliver them; but their ſins make the into 
ſeparation between God and them. II. Fat by-4 bleſſ 
fincere return to God, men may render him propitious 
and infallibly recover his favour. III. Great noticeis 
to be taken of the deſcription here given of the corrup- 
tion of the Jeus, of the diſorder of their actions and 
words, of the injuſtice and violence committed among 
them; and particularly of the prophet's complaint, 
that good men were very few in number; that no 
body durſt undertake to defend a tighteous cauſe nor 
oppoſe the wicked; and that — — 
keep himſelf from evil, he was immediately 

ed by the wicked; When a nation is arrived to 90 
æ pitch of corruption, we may imagine the evil is 4 
its Height, and that puniſnment will quickly follow; 
this appears from the threatnings contained in this I apph 
chapter, and from that which happened to the Jews. I there 
As to the promiſes which the Lord here makes of ¶ and r 
ſending a Redeemer,- and: of 4 mrs, his = _ embr 
his people, it, muſt be conſi that they 

pally relate to Jeſus Chriſt, who” way ro be Au "by 
God for the ſilvatioh of the Jeet, and of all-men; 
but they were made only in behalf of ſuch asſHould'bt 
converted from their ſins; * 10 no means fot the 
hardned and Ing cont "Jeb 
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CHAP, I... 1 * 


STAR deſcribes the glorious and happy fr of 

the church after its reſtoration". he propheſtes, 
that kings and ſtrange nations, who had afflicted the 
Jews, ſhould honour and protect them; that they 
ſhould come together from all Parti to worſhip the 
true God, and to be joined to his e, and to enter 
into covenant with him; and that the church, thus 


N cen joy be ee 


"Raeugertons. 


Tais pop 8 prophecy ſhould be cotifidered in ihres 

I. As it relates to the happy reſtoration 
of the «Hank after the captivity of Babylon That 
nation was then ſeen afſembling together from all parts 
to rebuild. n, and to increaſe and multiply in 
it; then . that ſtrange kings, as Cyrus, Dariur 
and Artaxerxes, protected the Feta, honoured their re- 
ligion, contributed towards reſtoring the divine ſervice, 
and even came ſome of them to pay their homage v 
the God of Iſrael. II. Theſe prophecies are yet more 
applicable to the chriſtian church, which has been ga- 
thered: out of all people; and in which ſo many kings 
and nations of the earth have placed all their glory, by 
embracing; the ſervice of the true God. Theſerremark- 
able events, which we are witneſſes of, prove to all 
the world, chat God formerly ſpake by the. prophee 
[aiah, andi that we have great reaſon to acknow 
and admire: the power of God, and the faithfulneſs of 


his promiſes, - Laftly, This prophecy, being taken in 


its moſt perfect ſenſe, repreſents the moſt glorious ſtate 
of the church, when the kingdom of Godqhall:be fully 
manifeſted, and ſhall be received into his glory. —_ 
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St Jobn teaches us, when. he applies to the heavenly 
Feruſalem the words we have now read : And the city 

had no need of the ſun, neither of the moon to Shine in 

it; for the Glory of God did lig bren it, Rev. xxi. 2,, 

And ch. xxii. 3. And ihe nations of them which are ſaved 
Fall walk in ib Axl f its "for the Lud giveth they 
x light, and they ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
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1 N 155 chan er eee unde 7 img pe Of 2 deli 
verance and reſtoration, of the Fews, ſpeaks of the 

ifts of che holy 1 — where with the Meſſiah was to 
bei inveſted; of the deſign of his coming, and of hi 
miniſtry, which was to be the redemption and ſandtif 
cation of his church; and of the ij Joy which the church 
wwe then receive. 
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1725 1 from this chapter, that God was to-ſend 
a great prophet,” who was to be filled with the ſpi 
rx of God, to bring glad tidings of ſalvation to men, 
and deliver them from the ſlavery of ſin; and that by 
him God would make an everlaſting" covenant with 
them. This prophecy relates to. Jeſus Chriſt, who i 
that great prophet that was anointed with"the ſpirit 
of the Lord, to preach. the: goſpel to men, to pro 
claim liberty to the captives; and to publiſh rhe-accept- 
able year of the Lord. This appears from the fourt 
—— of St Luke, where we are told, that when 
Lord read in the ſynagogue of Nazaret 
this place. of the prophet //aiab, hes ſaidg:that: this 
prophecy was fulfilled, in him. But this ſame * 
phecy teaches us, that theſe valuable . 
— reſerved: for the meek and humble; for thok 
that 1 e Tnren and LOO: 'deſire- the 
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grace of God. This muſt be the ſtate of thoſe, who 
expect to ſhare in the bleſſings which Jeſus Chriſt 
has purchaſed for us, and in that joy which the 
church ſhall experience when its redeemer cometh, 


CHAP. LXIL 


H E prophet continues to foretel that God 
would redeem his church, which, though it 
ſemed forſaken of God, ſhould again be in a glori- 
ous ſtate and no more delivered into the hands of 
the enemies. He propheſies of the coming of the 
redeemer, and exhorts men to prepare for his recep- 


don. 


REFLECTION S. 


IN this chapter we learn, I. That God's love to 
his church will not ſuffer him to forſake it ; that he 
Joveth it as the bridegroom loves his bride, and that 


a Bt will ever be the object of his care and protection. 
e 1p Wl. That it is the duty of all thoſe who are concerned 
men, for the glory of God, to pray continually for the 
at by Wroſperity of the church. III. God here promiſes to 
with fend his people a Saviour to redeem them, and place 
bo u dem in a glorious ſtate on earth. The truth of theſe 
ſpir Wromiſes appeared firſt in the return of the Fews 
Po from the captivity of Babylon, when Feruſalem was 
wy ebuilt, and afterwards in the coming of Jeſus 


hriſt the Saviour of the world, and in the eſtabliſh- 
ent of his church. Laſtly, At the hearing of theſe 
omfortable promiſes we are bound to bleſs God, 
yho has fulfilled them in our behalf, and to en- 
eavour to make ſuitable returns for the happineſs we 
oy of being members of his church, which is his 
pouſe, of being his people, whom he hath redeemed, 
nd for whom he hath prepared a place of glory and 
6"Wppineſs in his kingdom, 

Vol. II. | e. 


ta 


CHAP. LXIII. = 


I. FF HE prophet deſcribes, in figurative terms, ¶ ed 
the judgments God would exerciſe upon the Ml £10! 
enemies of the Fews, and in particular, upon the of 1 
Edomites, and upon Bozrab, one of their cities. II. He of 
repreſents what God had done for his people, when tion 
he delivered them out of Egypt by Moſes, and at ¶ that 
other times; and he complains of their rebellion and 
ingratitude. III. He adds a prayer, imploring God' 
mercy on the Jews. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. H E deſtruction of the Edomiles, which hap- 
pened ſome time after 1/aiah had foretold 

their ruin, is a proof of the truth and divinity of this 
prediction, as well as of the juſtice of God on thoſe 
idolatrous nations, who had done great injuries to the 
kingdom of Pudah. II. We muſt conſider, that if 
the prophet gave thanks to God, on this occaſion, 
for the care he had always taken of his people 1/ra, 
we have ſtill more reaſon to bleſs him for the viftory 
which Jeſus Chriſt has gained over our ſpiritual ene. 
mies, by the ſhedding his blood for us, and by li 
glorious reſurrection. In this view, we may ſay with 
Iſaiah: I will mention the loving kindneſſes of il 
Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, according 10 al 
that the Lord has beſtowed on us, and the grel 
goodneſs towards the houſe of Iſrael, which he had be. 
towed on them according to his mercies, and accordig 
to the multitude of his loving-kindneſſes. III. When 
we hear how J/atah reproached the 7ews for thet 
ingratitude towards God, and for rebelling again 
him, after ſo many wonders he had done for them 
and for theis fathers: we ſhould call to mind whit 
God hath done for us, and ſhould give better py 
| 0 
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of our gratitude than the Jews did. IV. There are 
two things to be remarked in the or at the 
end of this chapter. One is, that as Jaiab beſeech- 
ed God to have compaſſion on Feruſalem for the 
the glory of his name, notwithſtanding the unworthineſs 
the of the Jews; ſo the mercy of God, and the ſtability 
He No his covenant and promiſes, ſhould be the founda- 
tion of all our confidence. The other remark is, 
da that theſe words: O Lord, why haſt thou made us to 
err from thy ways, and hardned our heart from thy 
od; r? do not imply, that God was the cauſe and au- 
thor of the wickedneſs of the Jews; they mean only, 
that God ſeeing their obſtinacy and wilful hardneſs 
of heart, had ſuffered them to go aſtray, and in 
juſt judgment upon them had left them to them- 
Hes. 


CHAP. LXIV. 


Prayer, wherein the prophet beſeeches God to 
manifeſt his glory and majeſty in the ſight of 
all men; and, for the deliverance of his people, to 
work miracles in their behalf, like thoſe he had for- 
merly wrought for them. He then intreats him not 
to remember their ſins, and to pity the deplorable 
ſtate Jeruſalem and the temple were going to be re- 
duced to by the Babylonians. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I T HE deſcription in this chapter of God's ſo- 
vereign power, and the proofs he former- 

ly gave of it, ſhould induce us to reverence and fear 
that almighty being, whoſe power none can reſiſt, 
who has, in all ages, done ſo great things for the 
deliyerence of thoſe that truſt in him, and has always 
made the wicked feel the effects of his juſtice. II. 
fs Jſaiab formerly prayed for the deliverance of the 
5 Jews, 
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Jews, all thoſe who love God and his church, ſhould 
without ceaſing offer up devout prayers in its behalf 
and beſeech him, above all, to diſplay his power 
and ſtrength in its ſanctification, to extend it through. 
out all the earth, and to manifeſt himſelf to thoſe 
that know him not. And as the prophet, interceding 
for the Jews, acknowledged they were guilty and de- 
filed, and yet beſought God to pity their ſad condi. 
tion, and to remember they were his people, and the 
work of his hands; ſo we ought to offer up our 
prayers to God, with — humility, and a fin- 
cere acknowledgment of our own fins and unworthi. 
nels, and to place all our hopes in his mercy only, in 
the promiſes he has given, and the covenant he has 


made with us in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


CH AP. LXV. 


I. FF\AHE Lord declares, that he would call the 
| Gentiles to the knowledge of himſelf, and 
caſt off the Jews, becauſe of their rebellion, and 
particularly for the idolatry with which they were de- 


filed. II. Nevertheleſs, he foretels that Zeruſalem "eg 
ſhould be rebuilt, that the Jews ſhould dwell in their FJ, | 


own land, that the cattle ſhould feed upon Shar 
and Achor, which were fruitful paſtures ; and that 
God ſhould heap his bleſſings upon them, whilſt the 
rebellious and idolatrous. Jews were abandoned to his 
vengeance. Laſtly, God promiſes to create new heaven 
and a new earth, and to cauſe righteouſneſs and peace 
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REFLECTIONS, one ar 


I. (3 2P here promiſes to make himſelf known wal I 
to thoſe who ſought him not, and to a peo- 
ple that did not call upon his name. This prophecy 


expreſly denotes, that God would make =—_ 
. | * Known 
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ould Known to the heathen; as St Paul ſnews, when he 
half, N cites theſe words in the epiſtle to the Romans, II. 
ower God threatens to reject the Jews, becauſe they had 
ugh. Wl provoked him by their idolatry, and continual diſo- 
thoſe Ml bedience. This threatning was put in execution, 
ding Wl when Jeruſalem fell under the power of the Babylo- 
| de- ans, and the ZFews were carried into captivity. So 
ondi- ¶ ſevere a puniſhment ſhould make rebellious and un- 
d the I grateful Chriſtians dread the moſt ſevere effects of the 
our MW divine vengeance. III. This chapter inſtructs us, 
| ſin- MY that God, in the execution of his judgments, always 
thi. MW makes a difference between the wicked and his faith- 
y, in ful ſervants; and that the wicked have nothing but 
e has name and grief for their portion. IV. It is here 
foretold, that God would creale new heavens, and a 
nw earth; and that the wolf and the lamb ſhould 
fed together ; which ſignifies, not only that God 
was going to alter the ſtate of Feruſalem and of the 
Jews, by delivering them fram captivity, and re- 
ſtoring peace 3 but that God would ſoon renew the 
world, and re-unite all men in his church. This 
renovation of all things began with the preaching of 
the goſpel, and will be ſtill more fully compleated in 
the latter days. Upon this the apoſtle teaches us, 
that ſince all things are become new, and we look for 
rew heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righ- 
teouſneſs, we ought to be new creatures, and ſtudy to 
be without ſpot, and blameleſs, Laſtly, From hence 
It appears, that Chriſt's deſign was to reunite all 
men in his church, and to make them live in unity 
and concord; and therefore, that his kingdom is a 
kingdom of peace, that chriſtians ought not to hurt 
one another, and that their character ſhould be mu- 
nown wal love, peace, forbearance, and charity, 
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I. FN OD declares in an extremely affecting man. 
ner, that he rejected the ſacrifices and exter. 
nal worſhip of the Jews; and that he would foo 
ſeverely puniſh their hypocriſy and diſobedience, 1], 
He promiſes to reſtore peace to Jeruſalem, to give i 
many Children, to heap his bleſſings upon it, and, 
above all, to ſanctify it; and threatens the wicked 
with eternal ruin. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE firſt part of this chapter teaches us, I. Tha 
| God, being the creator of the world, dwells not 
in temples made with hands; that he is not honour. 
ed by a worſhip that is merely external; that he ac- 
cepts none but thoſe that come to him with an hum- 
ble ſpirit, and who tremble at his word; and that 
without theſe diſpoſitions, all acts of divine worſhip, 
even thoſe he has eſtabliſhed and commanded, ſuch a 
were under the law ſacrifices of ſheep and oxen, ob- 
lations and incenſe, are fo far from pleaſing him, that 
they become an abomination to him. II. The pro- 
miſes which God made to redeem his people, to 
multiply them, and to pour down his bleſſings up- 
on them, were all accompliſhed, when the Jews 
were gathered from the ſeveral countries of the world 
to Jeruſalem, and the divine worſhip reſtored. But 
theſe promiſes eſpecially declare, that the Gentiles 
ſhould enter into the church of Chriſt, which allo 
came to paſs. Herein we ſhould acknowledge the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God, as well as his mercy 
towards us. However, we muſt likewiſe carefully 
remember, that God declares ſeveral times in this 
chapter, that theſe promiſes, and theſe bleſſings, are 
only for the faithful and elect ; and that * 
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diſplay his vengeance upon the wicked and unbe- 
lering. From whence it appears, that it is only by 
faith and obedience, that we can be made partakers 
of that ſalvation and glory, which Jaiab and the 
other prophets have promiſed, and which have been 
purchaſed for us by Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be praiſe 
and adoration for ever and ever. Amen. 


The end of the Book of the Prophet IS Alan 
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ARGUMEN T. 


Jeremiah, who was a prieſt and a prophet, prophe- 
fied from the 19th year of king Joſiah, till after 
the taking of Jeruſalem, which was about the ſpace 
of 45 years. This book is writ with a great deal if 
plainneſs, and at the ſame time with great ſtrength 
and energy, It is partly hiſtorical and partly pro- 
Pbetical. We meet with ſeveral prophecies in it con- 
cerning the ruin of the Jews, their return from the 
captivity, the deſtruftion of the Babylonians, and of 
ſome other kingdoms ;, the calling of the Gentiles, and 
the new covenant that God would make with man- 
kind by Feſus Chriſt. We have here likewiſe a re- 
lation of the ſufferings Jeremiah himſelf underwent, 
and of ſeveral things that happened to him, before, 
and after the taking of Jeruſalem ; as alſo an account 
of what paſſed during the ſiege and taking of that city, 
and of the ftate of the Jews that dwelt in Judea, 
and who retired into Egypt, after that Jeruſalem 
was taken by the Chaldeans, 


0 * CHAP, 


P. 


4 


CHAP. I. 


HIS chapter conſiſts of three parts. I. Jere- 


miah gives an account in what manner he was 
called to the office of a prophet, the reaſons he gave 
to be excuſed from it, and God's command to obey 
his call. II. Jeremiah relates two viſions which he 
aw; the firſt of which was, the viſion of an almond- 
tree beginning to bud, which ſignified, that the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem was near; and the ſecond, 
which was a ſeething pot towards the north, ſhewed, 
that this deſolation would come from the north, that 
is, from Babylon. III. We here ſee the promiſes God 
gave Feremiab of his aſſiſtance and protection. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


. I. ET us make one general reflection on this 
book, which is, that God, in his great good- 
neſs, ſent Jeremiah to the Jeus, to exhort them to 
repentance, and to warn them of-their approaching 
deſtruction, II. It muſt be remarked, , that Fere. 
mab was called to be a prophet when he was yet 
young 3 that at firſt he was afraid to take this office 
upon him, and would have excuſed himſelf from it, 
but that, when God commanded him, he obeyed 
the call, From whence it appears, that Feremiab 
did not take this office upon himſelf of his own choice, 
but in obedience to the will of God, and with pro- 
lound humility. As it is God alone who is to ſend 
us miniſters, ſo thoſe whom he calls ought to be ſen- 
ble of their weakneſs ; but they ought nevertheleſs 
to obey his voice, and to rely upon his aſſiſtance. 
he two viſions of Feremiab gave him to underſtand, 
hat the chief deſign of his miniſtry was, to denounce 
ie approaching ruin of Jeruſalem. Thus the ſervants 
God are ſent, not only to deliver promiſes to my 
| ut 
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but very often threatnings, to warn them of the judy. 
ments of God. Laſtly, The command of God to 
the prophet to acquaint the Jervs with all that he 
ſhould command him, promifing to ſupport him a. 
gainſt all that ſhould oppoſe him, ſhews, that the mi. 
niſters of the Lord are bound to diſcharge their of. 
fice without fearing men, and courageouſly to declare 
the whole will of God; and that God always ſupports 
them that faithfully diſcharge the duties of their 
calling. | | 


CHAP. . 


HERE are three things to be conſidered in 

this chapter: I. God, under the ſimilitude of 
a huſband, who has a tender affection for his wife, re- 
preſents his own love to the Jews, and the many 
good things he had done for them in the land of Ca- 
aan, II. He complains of the ungrateful returns 
which the Jets had made to ſo much love, and for ſo 
many favours ; that the people, and even the prieſts, 
the kings and the rulers, had carried their rebellions 
ſo far, as to forſake the Lord to ſerve falſe gods, 
which the prophet reproaches them for very largely, 
III. God tells them, that this their ingratitude and 
idolatry, would be the cauſe of their deſtruction, and 
that he would puniſh them, by delivering them into 
the hands of their enemies; that neither Noph, not 
Tahapanes, that is, the Egyptians, nor the Aſſyrian, 
in whom they truſted, ſhould deliver them; and that 
God would make uſe of theſe very nations to chaitil 
them. | 


— 


REFLECTIONS. 


JF" HIS chapter engages us to reflect upon the 
love of God towards the Je, upon their in. 

I. Upon the 1 
eſe 


gratitude, and their deſtruction. 
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theſe we ſhould reflect, that if God thus loved the 
7ews, and did ſuch great things for them, he has ma- 
nifeſted to us ſtill greater love, and beſtowed much 
more valuable bleſſings upon us, than thoſe which he 
vouchſafed to his ancient people. II. God reproaches 
the Fews with _— into the baſeſt ingratitude 
againſt him, and fortaking his worſhip, to commit 
the moſt abominable idolatries. This is expreſſed in 
the following complaint which God makes: What 
iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are 
gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and 
are become vain ? Neitber have they ſaid, Where is 
the Lord that bath brought us up out of the land of 
Feypt ? Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be 
borribly afraid, for my people have forſaken me, who 
am the fountain of living waters, to hew them out 
broken ciſterus that can hold no water. By this God 
very plainly ſhews, that he is man's ſovereign good; 
that he ceaſeth not to draw men to him-by his kind- 
neſs; that it is extreme ingratitude and folly thus to 
turn away from God, who is the fountain of all their 
happineſs, and cleave to vain things which cannot 
make them happy; that thoſe who behave thus have 
no excuſe to plead, and are of neceſſity miſerable, as 
the 7ews experienced. III. We ſee that the Zews, 
tor their unfaithfulneſs to God, were deprived of his 
protection, and drew upon themſelves all thoſe mi- 
ſeries which Jeremiah threatned them with. Thus all 
thoſe who forſake God, who abuſe his long ſuffering, 
and are inſenſible both of his mercies and judgments, 
periſh at laſt in a miſerable manner, | 


C23 AP. 


I. TEREMIAH here repreſents, under the ſimi- 
litude of a woman that had committed adulte- 
ty, the crime of the Jews in forſaking the ſervice 
. | of 
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of God, and breaking his covenant ; and continuing 
the ſame compariſon, he ſpeaks of Iſrael and Judah, 
as of two ſiſters that had both fallen into the fin of 
adultery : The meaning of which is, that the J/rael. 
ites of the ten tribes had firſt forſaken God to ſerve 
idols; and that thoſe of the kingdom of Judab had 
imitated, and even exceeded them by their ſins and 
obſtinacy. II. God declares, that notwithſtanding 
the unfaithfulneſs of that people, he was nevertheleſs 
ſtill ready to forgive them upon their converſion, 
III. He promiſes, that after he had diſperſed the 
people of Iſrael and Judab, he would one day gather 
them together, and that then they ſhould ſerve him 
faithfully. 


REFLECTIONS. 
J. T HE compariſon that Feremiab makes of the 


idolatrous Fews with an adulterous woman, 
repreſents the ſin and perfidiouſneſs of Chriſtians, 
who do not obſerve towards God the fidelity they 
owe him, who break the covenant they have made 
with him, and return his loving kindneſs with nothing 
but ingratitude and rebellion. II. We here ſee that 
the eus of Jeruſalem, and of the kingdom of Ju. 
dah, who ought to have been more firmly attached 
to the pure worſhip of God, ſince they had his ſer- 
vice ſettled among them, and had likewiſe before 
their eyes the example of their brethren of the ten 
| Tribes, who had lately been deſtroyed, did notwith- 
ſtanding imitate and even exceed them in their idola- 
try. It ſometimes happens, that they who have re- 
ceived the greateſt favours from God abuſe them, 
and thereby render themſelves more guilty than thoſe 
who have not enjoyed the ſame privileges. III. God 
declares, that he was ſtill willing to pardon the Jews, 
notwithſtanding their infidelity : Return, ſays he, 
ye backſliding children, and I will heal your backſid- 
© | ing. 
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iuzs. God does not caſt off thoſe who have moſt 
offended him; he ſtill preſerves a favourable inclina- 
tion towards them; he makes them proffers of mer- 
cy, and exhorts them to turn again to him. Laſtly, 
t is to be obſerved, that the promiſe which God 
made to gather together the people of Iſrael and 
Judah, was in ſome fort accompliſhed, when the 
Jews returned from the captivity of Babylon; but 
fince that deliverance concerned properly only thoſe 
of Judab, and that the greateſt part of 1/rae! remain- 
ed ſtill diſperſed ; theſe promiſes extend to the times 
of the goſpel, when theſe two people were to be unit- 
ed again in the chriſtian church ; and. they will be 
fully accompliſhed, when the Jewiſh nation ſhall be 
— ©. | 


CHAP. IV. 


. OD aſſures the Ferwws, that if they would be 
converted, he would have compaſſion on 
them, II. He threatens them, that if they continued 
in their rebellions, they ſhould be ſubdued by the 
Chaldeans ; and the prophet, by the compariſon of a 
lion ſeeking his prey, of a ſtrong wind which breaks 
and roots up all before it, and of a woman in travel, 
repreſents how terrible the coming of the Chaldeans 
would be, and the miſerable condition to which Je- 
mſalem, and all Judea would be reduced. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE promiſes of pardon which God made to the 
Jews, if they would turn to him, teach us, 
how good and gracious the Lord is, and that the 
door of his mercy is open, even to thoſe who have 
moſt offended him, provided they truly turn to him, 
and repent of their fins, But the ſevere threatnings 
that God joins to his promiſes, ſhew us, that he is 
righteous 
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righteous as well as merciful, and that they who ob- 
ſtinately perſiſt in their ſins, have nothing to lope from 
him. This we may learn by what befel the Jews, 
The prophet's deſcription in this chapter, of the mi. 
ſeries which were ſhortly to fall upon Judea, and of 
the deſolation that would be occaſioned by the Chal. 
deans in that country, is a picture of what happened 
to that people ſome years after, and may ſerve as an 
inſtance to convince us of the certainty of the divine 
threatnings, and the ſeverity of God's judgments. 


CHAP. v. 


I. FEREMIAH complains, that the wickedneſ 

of Jeruſalem was ſo general, that there could 
hardly be found one good man in the city: He ſays, 
that the Jets were inſenſible under the divine correc- 
tions; that the mean and great were equally hardned, 
and that all had abandoned themſelves to idolatry, to 
adultery, and to all forts of ſins. II. He denounce 
the divine vengeance againſt the Jews for theſe fins; 
and though that people, ſeduced by falſe prophets, 
flattered themſelves with peace, he declares, that the 
Chaldeans would quickly come againſt Zeruſalem, but 
that nevertheleſs God would not utterly deſtroy his 
people. Laſtly, The prophet exhorts the Jeus to feat 
almighty God, and to repent; he reproaches them 
with their blindneſs, their injuſtice, and other crimes; 
and complains eſpecially, that the prieſts and the pro- 
phets were as corrupt as the people, 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS chapter contains very important inftruc- 
tions. We fee here, I. How we may diſcover 
when a nation is extremely corrupt ; which is certain- 
lvy the cafe when the number of good men in it is very 
ſmall; when the great men, and the rulers of the 


people, 
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obs people, have forſaken the Lord, as well as the 
rom MW meaneſt 3 when impurity and injuſtice reigns with- 
-w;, Ml out oppoſition; when men have neither a grateful 
mi- Gnſe of the kindneſſes of the Lord, nor dread his 
daf threatnings ; and laſtly, when the miniſters whom 
ba. Cod has appointed, inſtead of oppoling the evil, fol- 
; low the general corruption, countenance and encourage 
san it, which the prophet calls an amazing and a horrible 
vine Wl ng. II. It is to be obſerved, that when the Jews 
, were thus ſunk in wickedneſs, they did not believe the 

words, nor dread the threatnings of the prophet; but 

flattered themſelves in their wickedneſs, being per- 

ſuaded that no harm would happen to them. Such is 
Ineſs IM the blindneſs of men; they live in ſecurity, and dread 
ould not the judgments of God, even when they are moſt 
ſays, ¶ threatned. However, God at laſt executes his threat- 
rrec- Wl nings, as theſe words expreſs, which are more than 
ned, ¶ once repeated by Feremiah : Shall J not viſit for theſe - 
„ to ibings ? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall not my ſoul be 
nces Ml avenged on ſuch a nation as this? Laſtly, The rea- 
fins ; ſons which the Jes had to dread the almighty, fo 
hets, MW ſtrongly repreſented in this chapter, and the blind- 
t the MW neſs of that people, ought to be well conſidered. 
but WT This teaches us, that it is ſtrange ſtupidity in men 
7 his I not to fear that great God whoſe power is unbounded, 
feat WW who is Lord of the univerſe, and poureth his bene- 
them WW fits upon them, ſending rain from heaven and fruit- 
mes; I ful ſeaſons. By this means they expoſe themſelves 
pro- ¶ to his wrath, and deprive themſelves of the effects 

of his mercy, ſince, as God ſays, The iniguities of 

men turn away his favours, and witbbold good things 


from them. 
truc- 
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ver TEREMTITAH declares, that God would ſhortly 
f the bring a nation from the north againſt Jeruſalem, 
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meaning the Chaldeans, who were in a few years to that, 
beſiege and take that city, and to carry the Ferwws in- 8 
to captivity. God exhorts the Jes to repentance, 2 
aſſuring them, that he ſtil] loved them, but that the 1 
true cauſe of their deſtruction would be their impe. 15 
nitence, their incurable obſtinacy, and the general cor. =y 
ruption that reigned among them ; their abandoning wh 
themſelves to ſins of every kind, and above all, the “ l 
ſins of the prieſts and the prophets, and their con- 27 
tempt of the divine threatnings and remonſtrance,, 
HI. The Lord declares, that the offerings, ſacrifices, 
and all the external worſhip of the Fewws, ſhould not 7 
ſcreen them from their ruin, and even that tho 
things ſhould rather haſten it, and make it more i 1 for 
dreadful, | profa 
REFLECTION S. mah 
E muſt here obſerve, I. God's goodneſs and ſb 
extreme tenderneſs, in warning men of the ¶ their 
miſeries that threaten them, and exhorting them to M1. t 
prevent their deſtruction by repentance. This good- WM, 
neſs of the Lord appears in theſe remarkable words: Ileus 
Be thou inſtrufted, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul depart Nices. 
from thee. II. The ſevere threatnings added to theſe Nins. 
exhortations, teach us, that how great ſoever God's Wt. qu 
patience and loving-kindneſs is, when it has been Maca; 
long deſpiſed it gives place to his wrath. This the Whoulc 


Fews experienced a ſhort time after theſe threatnings 
were denounced againſt them by Jeremiah. III. 


From this chapter we may collect, that men moſt pro- 
voke God's wrath, when they give up themſelves 
in ſuch a manner to evil, that they ſin without ſhame 
or reſtraint; when they know not how to bluſh ; when 
they diſregard the exhortations of the miniſters of the 
Lord ; when God's miniſters themſelves live looſe 
and diſorderly lives, and when the rich and poor are 


alike corrupt, Laſtly, It appears from this — 
that 


* 
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that, while the Jews were filling up the meaſure of 
tO dheir iniquities, they (till continued to offer to God in- 
m. cenſe and ſacrifices; but that God rejected all the 
"Ce, ¶ worſhip they pretended to pay him, and prepared a 
the ſevere ſcourge for them. The wicked and ungodly 
Pe. fometimes perform the external duties of religion; 
Cor. but all the worſhip of men who fear not God, far 
ung i from procuring his favour, only tends to provoke his 
the wrath the more, 


c0N- 

ces, 

Wor C33 AF. FR 

- [, HIS chapter contains a grave and ſolemn re- 


proof of the Jews for their ſins, and eſpecial- 
note Ay for their hypocriſy and vain confidence, and for 
profaning the temple and the ſervice of God. Fere- 
mah threatens them, that God would treat Feruſa- 
em and the temple as he had treated $h:/ob, where 
the tabernacle formerly was, and as he had treated 
the Wheir brethren of Ephraim, that is, the Iſraelites of 
n % lte ten tribes, who had been deſtroyed by the 4/ſyri- 
00d- Man. II. God forbids Feremiab to interceed for the 
rds: Mens; he fays, it was in vain for them to offer ſacri- 
ices, whilſt they gave themſelves up to all kinds of 
fins, and worſhipped idols, particularly Moloch and 


00's the queen of heaven, that is to ſay, the Moon. God 
been declares, that for theſe ſins the carcaſes of the Jews 
s the ſhould be without burial, caſt into the valley of To- 
ungs ebert, which was a place near Feruſalem, where the 


Kolatrous Jews had offered their children to idols, 
making them paſs through the fire. This chapter 
demands great attention. 


1 REFLECTIONS, 
look HE grave remonſtrances which Jeremiah ad- 
- are dreſſed to the Jews, engage us to make the fol- 


owing reflections. I. That it is in vain for the wicked 
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to glory in being members of the church, and tg 
pay public worſhip to God, while they break his 
laws ; that thoſe who think to pleaſe God, by coming 
into his houſe, and performing acts of divine worſhip, 
and are at the ſame time unrighteous, unclean, im- 
pious and hypocrites, deceive themſelves, and turn 
the houſe of God into a den of thieves; and that 
the only means to obtain the favour of God, is tg 
reform ourſelves, and to do that which is right, 
II. Let us conſider, that God, provoked with the fins 
of the Jews, threatens to treat them with the utmoſt 
leverity, to deſtroy them and their temple, and for. 
fake them, as he had done Shiloh in the days of $4- 
muel the prophet, and afterwards the kingdom of the 
ten tribes. Let us grow wife by their example, 2 
well as by the example of thoſe chriſtian churches, 
whoſe candleſtick, that is the light of God's word, 
has been removed from them becauſe they abuſed it, 
III. We learn, by God's forbidding Jeremiah to 
pray for the Jews, that when the anger of God is 
kindled againſt a people by their incurable obſtinacy, 
the prayers even of the righteous cannot appeaſe it. 
Theſe words are very remarkable; Do they provoke 
me to anger? ſaith the Lord: Do they not prove 
themſelves to the confuſion of their own faces? Al 
that men do againſt God, when they offend him, can- 
not hurt him, but turns to their own confuſion and 
great miſery; and therefore it is only to prevent 
them from deſtroying themſelves, that God is ſo 
kind to warn them of their danger. Laſtly, We mult 
take notice of the terrible and juſt vengeance of God, 
upon the crimes and idolatries of the Jews, in de- 


ſtroying their city, and in cauſing their carcaſes toi 


be expoſed in the very place where they had exer- 
ciſed their abominable idolatries. All thefe conll- 
derations ought to produce in our hearts a wholeſome 


dread 
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dead of the judgments of God, and ſhould effectu- 
ally move us to fear and ſerve him with ſincerity. 


CHAP. VC 


T\ HIS chapter has three parts. I. Feremiah 
foretels, that the Jews, and even of the chief 
men among them, ſhould be caſt out, and their dead 
bodies taken out of their graves, and expoſed to the 
ſun and moon and the ſtars, which they had worſhip- 
d; and that the condition of the reſt of the Jews 
ſhould be ſo deplorable, that they would chooſe death 
tather than life. II. The prophet ſhews the cauſe of 
all theſe calamities, which was the extream hardneſs 
of that people, who would not be converted, notwith- 
ſanding the warnings God gave them ; and particu- 
krly, the impiety of the teachers of the law, of the 
5 to meſts and prophets, Laſtly, He deſcribes the de- 
d ation which the Babylonians were quickly to bring 
upon Zeruſalem and all Judea. 


REFLECTIONS. 


5 E RE are theſe four reflections to be made. I. 
All The firſt is, that Jeremiab foretold of the Jews, 
can at their bones ſhould be ſpread before the ſun, and 
\ and before the ſtars which they had worſhipped ; and that 


ſuch as lived at the time of their deſtruction, ſhould 


ie dreadful, but juſt judgments of God upon that 
people, who had given up themſelves to the ſin of 
dolatry. The puniſhment of ſinners bears uſually 
ome reſemblance to the fins they have committed, 
. The next reflection is drawn from that complaint 
che prophet. Shall they fall, and not ariſe? Shall he 
urn away, and not return? Why then is this peojle of 
480 7/a!em flidden back, by a perpetual backſliding ? Were 
ry aſbamed when they bad committed abomination ? 
U 2 Nay, 


iſh for death rather than life. Herein we obſerve 


. _  ——  ——— 


ln 


Nay, they were not aſhamed, neither could they bluſh, 
This teaches us, that when men are impenitent, and 
are no longer aſhamed of their evil deeds, it is a ſign 
their obſtinacy is deſperate, and their puniſhment at ) 
hand. III. God's frequent and earneſt complaints 0 
of the hypocriſy and infidelity of the prieſts and of 


the prophets, ſhew how much God is offended, and 4 . 
what great evils threaten thoſe who have the care of og 
the church, and neglect the duties of their functios, ©... 
and diſgrace the ſanctity of their character by a pro- — N 
fane and irregular life. Laſtly, Let us conſider, that 1 5 
God, who brought ſo many calamities upon Jud, M 
and expoſed that country to the moſt cruel and merci. ＋ 
leſs enemies, may ſtill puniſh guilty people and . . 
churches after the ſame manner ; but, if he does not ap 
puniſh offenders with temporal calamities, they ſhall 3 
not, for that reaſon, eſcape the rigour of his Juſtice; " 

for there are other puniſhments much more dreadful teigh 


than any which Jeremiab in this chapter denounced BY 
againſt the Jews. Wow 


THAP. . the n 
I. TEREMIAH laments the deſtruction of te * 


Jews, and their great ſins, ſuch as adultery, I, 
lying, deceit, cruelty and the like. II. The prophet U 


ſays, that Jeruſalem and all the land of Judab would 
be reduced to a wilderneſs, and to a moſt deplorable 
condition, becauſe the Jews had forſaken the law and 
the ſervice of God; and he exhorts the inhabitants ol 
the land, to bewail the calamities that were ready to 
fall upon them. Laſtly, He declares to them, that 
neither their wiſdom, nor ſtrength, nor their boaſie 
privilege of circumciſion, ſhould ſecure them againi: 
the evils which threatned them; and that they woul 
be treated as the neighbouring nations, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


ON this chapter it muſt be conſidered, I. That as 
Jeremiah formerly lamented and bewailed the ſins 

of the Jews, and their deſolation, ſo all thoſe who 
fear God, and eſpecially his true miniſters, are affect- 
ed with a bitter grief at the ſight of mens fins, and at 
the calamities which thoſe ſins bring upon them. II. 
We ſee in this chapter, that the Jews had let them- 
ſelres looſe to all manner of iniquity ; that diſſimula- 
ton, fraud and perfidiouſneſs, reigned among them 
to ſuch a degree, that no man could be truſted, not 
wen the neareſt relations; that they gave themſelves 
up to adultery and to uncleanneſs; and that there was 
ſcarce any more knowledge or fear of God in Feruſa- 
n. When mens corruption is grown to ſuch an 
height as this, a nation cannot long remain unpuniſh- 
ed, This drew upon the Jews the utmoſt effects of 
God's wrath, as theſe words declare; Mo is the wiſe 
man that may underſtand this, and who is he to whom 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken, that he may declare 
it; for what the land perijheth, and is burnt up like a 
wilderneſs, that none paſſeth through? And the Lord 
ſaith, Becauſe they have forſaken my law, which I ſet 
before them, and bave not obeyed my voice, neither 
walked therein; but have walked after the imagination 
of their own heart. III. The concluſion of this chap- 
ter teaches us, that we ought not to boaſt in our own 
wiſdom, or ſtrength, nor even in the outward marks 
of the divine covenant; but that we ought to glory 
only in knowing and fearing God, as theſe words of 
Jeremiah import, which are quoted by St Paul, 
1 Cor. i. and 2 Cor. x. Let not the wiſe man glory in 
tis wiſdom, neither let the mizhty man glory in his might, 
lt not the rich man glory in his riches, But let him that 
U 3 glorieth, 
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glorieth, glory in this, that be underſtandeth and kngy. 
eth me, that I am the Lord. | 


. 


N this chapter Teremiah exhorts the Jews not tg 
I imitate the tolly of thoſe that worſhipped the ſtars, 
aud that ſerved idols which they themſelves had made. 
To the vanity of idols he oppoſes the majeſty of the 
ſupreme God, who is the Creator and Lord of the 
univerſe z and to the ſtupidity of idolaters, he oppoſe 
the happineſs of the children of 1/-ae in knowing the 
true God, and being in covenant with him. Next, he 
foretels that the Jews were going to be reduced to ex- 
treme miſery, for having abandoned themſelves to 
idolatry ; nevertheleſs, he beſeeches the Lord not to 
Chaſtiſe them in his wrath, nor to deſtroy them utterly, 


REFLECTIONS. 


| T HIS chapter treats of the idolatry of the hes. 

thens. I. Here we ſee expoſed the madneſs of 
thoſe who adored the ſtars of heaven, and idols of 
wood, gold, or ſilver, made by mens hands, and 
which being without ſenſe or life, were incapable of 
doing either good or hurt. All this Feremiah repre- 
ſented to the Jews, to inſpire them with an abhor- 
rence of idolatry, to convince them of their great 
guilt in falling into it, and to prevent them from 
running into it, when they were diſperſed among the 
;dolatrous nations. *Theſe reflections engage us to 
Praiſe God for giving us the knowledge of himſelf; 
and ſhould keep c us, not only from idolatry, but from 
every thing that has the leaſt tendency towards it, and 
from all ſuperſtitious and vain notions and practices. 
IT. The compariſon here made between the impotence 
and vanity of idols, and the majeſty of the almighty 
God, who created heaven and earth, and governs it, 
ſhould inſpire us with ſentiments of fear — reverence 
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for that great God; and lead us to ſay with Jere- 
miah, there is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art 
great, and thy name is great in might. Who would not 
fear thee, O king of nations? For to thee doth it apper- 
ain, III. We here fee, that the Jews were brought to 
deſolation by the Babylonians, becauſe they forſook 
the ſervice of God, and the allegiance they owed him. 
So ſevere a puniſhment proves, that the wrath of 
God overtakes thoſe, who, after having known God, 
do not glorify him as God, Laſtly, We may gather 
from the laſt words of this chapter, that God chaſtiſes 
men becauſe his chaſtiſements are needful for them, 
but does not do it for their deſtruction; therefore we 
ought humbly to ſubmit ourſelves to the chaſtening 
diſpenſations of providence, and uſe this prayer of the 
prophet; O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not 
in thine anger, leſt thou bring me io nothing. 


CHAP. XL 


. OD ſets before the Jews the covenant he had 
made with them when their fathers came 
out of Egypt, and reproaches them for having obſti- 
nately broken it by their ſins, and eſpecially by idola- 
try. II. He tells them, that to puniſh them he 
would viſit them with his rod, and forbids Jeremiah 
to pray for them. III. The prophet complains of the 
inhabitants of Anathoth, which was the city where Je- 
remiah dwelt, becauſe they would have hindred him 
from ſpeaking to them, and would even have taken 
away his life. 
REFLECTIONS. 
HE firſt inſtruction which this chapter affords us, 
is taken from the curſe which God denounces 
apainſt thoſe who keep not his covenant. Let us re- 
hect on this a little, and remember, that God has 
U4 made 
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a more excellent covenant with us than with the Jews; 
that this new covenant engages us ſtill more ſtrictly t 
hear his voice, and to do all that he hath commanded 
us; wherefore if we break it, we ſhall incur a much 
heavier puniſhment. We ought to conſider farther, 
that it is not only by worſhipping idols, that the di. 
vine covenant is broken ; but that this may be dons 
likewiſe, by breaking the vows which we have made 
to God, and by withdrawing our hearts from him to 
give them to the world. God complains in this chap. 
ter, that the inhabitants of Jeruſalem had conſpired 
againſt him, and were incurably bent upon evil; 
which-ſo highly provoked God againſt them ; that he 
forbad Jeremiah even to pray for them, This teache, 
us, that when the wickedneſs of men is come to its 
full height, when they agree in nothing elſe but in 
provoking the Lord, and when his laws are generally 
deſpiſed, he ſpares them no longer, and even the 
prayers of the righteous become uſeleſs. Laſtly, We 
ſhould conſider well the threatnings denounced in this 
chapter againſt the Jews, and in particular, againſt 
the inhabitants of Anatho:b, who would have hindered 
Jeremiah from propheſying in the name of the Lord, 
and would have = a away his life too. It is a very 
great ſin to reject the word of the Lord, to refuſe to 
hear his faithful ſervants, and even attempt to ſtop 
their mouths ; and God will call thoſe churches and 
people, who are guilty of this fin, to a ſevere account. 
However, the miniſters of the Lord, in imitation cf 
Feremiah, ought neither to be provoked nor diſcou- 
raged, when they meet with the like oppoſition. 


CHAT. il. 


I, FEREMTIAH aſks of God, why the wicked 
Jews, who reject his miniſtry, ſtill enjoyed 
Pro- 


Pro- 
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proſperity. The Lord anſwers, that he muſt pre- 

re to meet with ſtill greater oppoſition at Feruſa- 
m; but that he ſhould ſee the accompliſhment of 
his threatnings; and that this people ſhould ſoon be 
forſaken, and carried captive into a ſtrange country; 
from whence, however, he would bring them back 

ain, II. God declares, that he would likewiſe pu- 
nin the neighbouring nations, becauſe of the evils 
they had done his people ; but if theſe nations em- 
braced the worſhip of the true God, they alſo ſhould 
be eſteemed his people. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HAT we are to conſider upon this chapter 

is, I. Never to believe that the wicked and 

the hypocrites ſhall eſcape unpuniſhed, or that they 
are truly happy becauſe God ſpares them for a while 
nor that the threatnings of God are leſs ſure, becauſe 
he defers the execution of them. - IT. That the ſer- 
yants of God ought not to be diſcouraged, tho? they 
ſhould be expoſed to the gainſaying, and the ſcoffs of 
the wicked, nay, that thoſe who are reſolved to diſ- 
charge their duty with integrity, have reaſon to ex- 
pect it, III. That the threatnings of the Lord have 
ſoon or late their effect; and that neither the cove- 
nant of God nor the love he has ſhewn to any na- 
tion, can ſecure it from his anger, when he has been 
provoked to it by repeated inſtances of rebellion; 
as we are taught by theſe remarkable expreſſions: I 
bave for/aken mine houſe, I have left mine heritage, I 
bave given the dearly-beloved of my ſoul igto the bands 
of ber enemies, IV. God revealed his purpoſe, firſt 
to chaſtiſe his own people, and afterwards the neigh- 
bouring nations, and even to receive thoſe idolatrous 
nations into covenant with him. By this we may 
ſe that God is juſt and merciful; that he has no re- 
pect of perſons, and regards only integrity and up- 
| i rightnels, 
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rightneſs. This appears evidently in the calling of 
the Gentiles, after the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, | | 


AF. AI. 


I. HE prophet repreſents to the Jews, by the 

figure of a rotten girdle, which was good 
for nothing, that the covenant they had made with 
God was going to be broken, and that he would re- 
ject them, becauſe they had forſaken him. II. He 
exhorts all the people, and particularly the king, and 
the great men, to humble themſelves before this de- 
ſtruction came upon them. III. He laments their 
deſtruction, and declares, that their invincible obſti- 
nacy would bring it upon them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


＋ HE inſtructions which this chapter affords us, 
are theſe: I. That our covenant with God pro- 
cures us very great advantages, and unites us to him 
in the ſtricteſt manner; but if we break it, as the 
Jews did, it will become unprofitable to us. II. 
That when God cauſes us to hear his threatnings, we 
ſhould humble ourſelves ; and as the great are com- 
monly the chief authors of the corruption of the 
people, and of the miſeries conſequent to it, it is 
but reaſonable they ſhould, by their humilation, en- 
deavour to avert the wrath of God. This is the re- 
flection we ſhould make on the exhortation which 
Feremiah addreſſes, not only to the people but to 
the king and queen, to give glory to God, and to 
humble themſelves before the darkneſs came upon 
them. III. The tears which Jeremiah ſhed on ac- 
count of the obſtinacy of the Jews, and the miſeries 
that were to come upon them, ſhew, that when 
mens obſtinacy is paſt remedy, good men, and 
| : | parti: 


ſus 
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particularly the miniſters of God, can do nothing 
more than ſigh and bewail the wretched condition of 
thoſe that periſh, IV. Theſe words, Can the Ethi- 
ian change his ſein, or the leopard bis ſpots ? Then 
may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed to do evil ; 
deſerve to be well conſidered, as they deſcribe the 
ſtrange perverſeneſs of the Jews, and teach us, that by 
reſiſting the grace of God, and by an habitual courſe 
of ſin, men arrive to that degree of corruption, that 
it is hard to recover them from it, and many never 
do recover. 


C HAP. XIV, 


T HE prophecy contained in this chapter was 
occaſioned by a great drought which God had 
afflicted Judea with, and which Jeremiah here de- 
ſcribes. To appeaſe the wrath of God in that time 
of trouble, and to obtain rain, the prophet intercedes 
for the people : but God tells him, that his prayers 
were in vain, as well as the prayers and faſtings of 
the Jews; that they would ſhortly be extirpated by 
all forts of plagues ; and that thoſe falſe prophets, 
who had promiſed them peace, ſhould be confound- 
ed, and involved in the general ruin. Nevertheleſs, 
Jeremiah beſeeches God to pardon the Jews, and 
not to caſt them off entirely in this extremity, - 


REFLECTIONS. 


ROM this chapter we are to learn theſe four 

things: I. That, as God ſent a drought and 
famine upon Judea, to ſignify to the Jews that 
they had provoked him, and that he ſhould quickly 
come to deſtroy them, ſo we ought to conſider all 
temporal calamities as tokens of the wrath of God, 
and incitements to repentance, II. That it is the 


duty of thoſe who are ſet over the church, and of 
2 
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all its true members, to labour by their prayers, 23 
Feremiah did, to prevent and avert the judgment 
of God; or at leaſt to moderate them, if they can. 
not be wholly averted. III. That neither the ze) 
and interceſſion of the righteous, nor the prayers and 
faſtings of an obſtinate and impenitent people, can 
prevent the divine vengeance. This the Lord him. 
ſelf teaches us, when he tells the prophet: Pray my 
for this people for their good. When they faſt, I will 
not bear their cry. And when he declares, that the 
Jews ſhould be conſumed, not only by drought and 
famine, but like wiſe by war and peſtilence. Laſtly, 
The miniſters of the Ts ought ſeriouſly to reflect 
upon what 1s here faid, of the crime and puniſhment 
of thoſe falſe prophets, who promiſed peace to the 
Jews, at the very time their ruin was approaching 
that it may be a warning to them never to flatter 
finners, nor lull them in ſecurity; but to ſpeak al. 
ways with zeal and ſincerity what God has command. 
ed them. We ought likewiſe to learn from hence, 
to hearken to thoſe that declare the truth to us ſin- 
cerely and without flattery. 


C HAP. XV. 


OD again declares to Jeremiah, who had in- 

terceded for the Jews, that his prayers ſhould 
not be heard ; that their ruin was determined, becauſe 
they had entirely forſaken the Lord; and that they 
were to be delivered into the hands of their enemies, 
who would deſtroy them; to the wild beaſts, and 
fowls of the air, who would devour them, and to 
all kinds of miſeries. The prophet complains of the 
ill treatment he met with from the Jews, becauſe of 
his threatning them with the judgments of God; 
but the Lord comforts him, and aſſures him of his 
protection, 
REF IL TC. 
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REFLECTIONS 


F ROM this chapter we may gather theſe three 
inſtructions. I. That although the godly are ac- 
ceptable to God, and their prayers have great power 
with him, yet they cannot prevail in favour of thoſe 
whoſe hardneſs is deſperate. This God declares af- 
ter the ſtrongeſt manner, when he tells Jeremiah, 
that though Moſes and Samuel, who had formerly turn- 
ed away the wrath of God from the people of Iſrael 
by their interceſſion, ſhould pray to him for the 
Jews, he would not regard them. II. The next in- 
ſtruction is, that the puniſhment of ſinners, be it ne- 
ver ſo ſevere, is ſo juſt, that they do not deſerve to 
be lamented; as God ſhews in theſe words, Vo 
ſhall have pity on thee, O Jeruſalem? or who ſhall 
bemoan thee? or who ſhall go aſide to ast how thou 
deft ? becauſe thou haſt forſaken me, III. The mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt ſee, by the example of Fere- 
miah, that they are often called to tell men harſh and 
diſagreeable things, which may expoſe them to the 
hatred of the wicked, but that nevertheleſs they are 
bound to obey the commands which God gives them, 
and to Keep themſelves pure and undefiled in the 
midſt of the general corruption ; by which means 
they may be aſſured, that God will take them under 
his protection; and that they ſhall never fail of his 
aſſiſtance, | 


CHAP. XVL 


. O D, to convince the Jews, and Feremiah 

too, that the utmoſt calamities were coming 
upon Judea, forbids him to marry, or to go into 
any houſe of mourning to comfort the afflicted, or 
be preſent at any feaſt. II. He tells him next, that 
the crimes of the Jews, and their prodigious hard- 


neſs 
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neſs of heart, would be the cauſe of all their miſeries ; 
but he promiſes nevertheleſs to bring them again from 
the north country, that is, from Babylon, after they 
had ſuffered the puniſhment of their ſms, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. (3 OD forbad Feremiah to marry, to enter in- 
to the houſes of mourning, or to go to any 

feaſt, that by this behaviour of the prophet he might 
affect the Jews the more, and make them under- 
ſtand, that the time of their deſolation drew near; 
that the children which ſhould be born ſhould be ex- 
ſed to all kinds of calamities, and come to a fatal 
end ; that the dead ſhould be unburied and unlament- 
ed; and that this people ſhould ſoon have no room 
to rejoice, Here we fhould take notice, that in a 
time of calamity God would have us humble our- 
ſelves, and even abſtain from things which we might 
lawfully do at another time. II. God poſitively de- 
clares in this chapter, that all theſe evils will befal 
the Jews, becauſe they had forſaken him, and had 
done even worſe than their fathers; that he took no- 
tice of all their ways; and that he would recompenſe 
their ſins double. This plainly ſhews that God is 
juſt ; that he ſees and knows all the actions of men, 
and that when they heighten their fins, they force 
him, as it were, to take vengeance. III. We ſee, 
however, in this chapter, that God ſtill preſerved ſen- 
timents of love towards the Jews, ſince he was pleal- 
ed to put an end to the captivity, and bring them 
again from Babylon, after he had chaſtiſed them 
for their iniquity, and brought them into the right 


way. Thus God deals with men, if he ſends af- 


fictions to puniſh them, he does not wholly reject 


them, and always pardons thoſe, who make a right 


ule of his corrections, 
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CHAP. XZVIE 


L TEREMIAH declares to the Jews, that their 

ſins, and particularly their idolatry, would 
ſpeedily occaſion their ruin; that the truſt which they 
ut in men could not ſecure them; and that, in 
order to be happy, they muſt rely upon God alone, 
who ſearches and knows the heart, who is the judge 
of all men, and hateth iniquity. II. The prophet 
complains of the injuries they did him, proteſts he 
had not deſired the deſtruction of the Jews, and 
had only told them what God had commanded him 
to declare. III. He exhorts the king. and the peo- 
ple to repentance, and in particular to prevent the 
profaning of the ſabbath-day ; promiſing them, that 
God would bleſs them if they did; and threatning 
them with utter deſtruction if they continued in 
their ſins, 


REFLECTIONS, 


THE reflections to be made on this chapter are, 
I. That as the Jews were given up to their ene- 
mies, becauſe they had provoked the Lord; ſo God 
vill ſooner or later puniſh thoſe who offend him. 
Il. That it is in vain to think of being ſecure in man's 
aliſtance, when we have not God for our friend; and 
In general, that thoſe who confide in men, and in the 
am of fleſh, are accurſed of God]; but that he bleſſes 
all thoſe that truſt in him ; and that there is no con- 
dition more happy and ſecure than the condition of 
tat man who truſts in God and fears him. III. We 


ſhould carefully attend to theſe words of the prophet : 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart, 
try the reins, even to give to every man according to 
K ways, This ſhould teach us to diſtruſt ourſelves, 

to 
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to ſtudy to know our own hearts, and to fear God, 
whoſe knowledge is infinite, and who is the judge of 
all men. IV. This chapter teaches us, that thoſe who 
acquire riches unjuſtly, do not long enjoy them, 
Laſtly, Perſons of a publick character have here ſe- 
veral very important leſſons. The miniſters of the 
Lord ſhould learn, by.the example of Feremiab, not 
to think it ſtrange if the wicked reject their miniſtry, 
to be faithful in the diſcharge of it, and always to 
abound with love and charity for thoſe to whom 
they are ſent, though they meet with an unkind rec 
tion. And the earneſt exhortations addreſſed by the 
prophet to kings and rulers, concerning the obſerva- 
tion of the ſabbath, ſhew, that it is the duty of princes 
and magiſtrates to perform what God commands, to 
reverence the divine ſervice, and to prevent its being 
profaned. This is the way to obtain the divine fa- 
vour, as, on the contrary, irreligion and impiety de- 
prives kingdoms and ſtates of his protection. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


IL TEREMIAH repreſents to the Jews, by the 
compariſon of a potter and the clay, that God 
might deſtroy them, becauſe of their ſins; and eſta- 
bliſh them again, if they were converted. II. He 
exhorts them to repentance, and threatens them, that Wrrecat 
if they continued to forget God, they ſhould be de- ¶ od 
ſolate. Laſtly, He again complains of the conſpiracies ¶ om 
which the Jews had formed to take away his life; that h 
and he denounces the vengeance of the Lord againſt MWyirnef 
them. wiſh f 


REFLECTIONS. which 


x þ H E compariſon of a potter, which is propoſed ar 
in this chapter, does not ſignify that God has iſ © * 


created men to deſtroy them, or render them unhap- 10. 
P 
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of p. by the mere effect of his will; but the deſign of 
it was, to teach the Jews that they were in the 
hands of God, and that he was able to puniſh them, 
"4 and afterwards to reſtore them; in the ſame manner 
he as a potter; who; thinking to make a good. veſſel, 
| and not ſucceeding, might break it; and make ano- 


21 ther with the ſame clay. Thus God himſelf explains 
73 WY vben he fays, that if a nation which he had pur- 
wn to deſtroy, turned from its iniquity, he would 


not deſtroy itz and on the contrary, if a nation 
10 which he had determined to bleſs, did not hearken 
to his voice, he would withdraw his favour from 


IT that nation. He declares, moreover, that though he 
to bad threatned to deſtroy the Jews, he was ſtill ready 


to pardon them, and that he would not put his threat- 
fa. ning in execution, unleſs they obſtinately perſiſted 
de. in their impenitence and hardneſs of heart. From 
dis doctrine, which is of great importance, it ap- 
pears, that God never wants either power or goodneſs 
to do good to men; that he is perfectly juſt, and 
that no evil befals them but what they bring upon 
themſelves. We ſee in the impious proceeding of 
the Wl the Jews, who contrived to kill Jeremiah, that the 
God Bf fervants of God, by diſcharging their duty, ſometimes 
eſta- ¶ ncur the hatred of the wicked. As for the laſt verſes 
He Hof this chapter, where Feremiab ſeems to make im- 
that Wrrecations againſt the Jews, they muſt not be under- 
: Ce- Mood as if he had deſired their ruin: it appears 
act? tom this whole book, and even from this place; 
life What he had prayed for them; and he calls God, to 
aint I vitneſs, in the foregoing chapter, that he did not 
wiſh for their calamity; but theſe are threatnings 
which he denounces | Gol God, in quality of pro- 
phet, to ſhew, that their deſtruction was inevitable, 
and that evils of every kind were to-fall upon them 
d their children. 
You, II. X CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


HE defign of this chapter is, to make the Je; 

underſtand, that God, for the puniſhment of 
their idolatry, and eſpecially for having ſacrificed their 
children to the idol Moloch, otherwiſe called Baa, 
in the valley of Tapbet, would cauſe them to peri 
in ſo lamentable a manner, that they ſhould eat their 
children during the ſiege of Jeruſalem ; and that 
their carcaſes ſhould be eaten by the beaſts in the 
ſame valley. This the prophet repreſents by break: 
ing an earthen veſſel in that place ; ſignifying thereby, 
that God would deſtroy them with the ſame eaſe, and 
as ſuddenly as a man breaks an earthen pot; and 
that as the pieces of a broken =” cannot be joined 
together, and are of no uſe, ſo likewiſe their ruin 
ſhould be total, and moſt of them ſhould periſh with- 


out recovery. . 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. II muſt here be obſerved in the firſt place, that 

the Jews had been guilty of the blackeſ 
crimes, and of the moſt execrable idolatry that ever 
was heard of; ſince they were come to that pals, a TE 
even to burn their own children in honour of the re 
idols: This is a very remarkable proof, that noſſſen, an 
only thoſe that know not God, but even thoſe whithe Je 
have known him, and profeſs to worſhip him, mayWretel 
fall into the greateſt wickedneſs, and renounce Wu; 
ſentiments of religion and nature too, when theyWſie&ts 
have once loſt the fear of God, and have give pre 
themſelves up to blindneſs and hardneſs of heart then 
II. We muſt conſider; that God declared the Jevt the 
ſhould be killed, and expoſed dead in the ſame valWnd thi 
ley, where they had ſacrificed their children to idolWie juſt 
and ſhould be reduced by famine, to cat the _ low Fe 

ene! 
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their ſons and of their daughters. In this event, the 

juſtice of God is very evident, who frequently pun- 

ihes men by thoſe very things wherewith they had 
ſes; offended, and makes thoſe who had been diſtin- 
of guiſhed by his favours, become, upon their abuſe of 
their them, examples of the moſt ſevere vengeance. The 
34a, ſimilitude of the earthen pot broken in pieces is very 
eri remarkable; well expreſſing the facility with which 
their God can deſtroy ſinners, and ſhewing, that nothing 
that WH can deliver or recover them, when he is pleaſed to 
n the puniſh them. | 


reak- 
reby, | CHAP; X. 
, and 
and Prieſt, named Pa/hur, ſtruck Jeremiah, and threw 
oined him into priſon, for having foretold the deſtruc- 


ruin tion of Zeruſalem ; but Feremiab told him, that he 
with - himſelf ſhould be carried captive to Babylon, with all 
his family, and all his friends; and that he ſhould 
die there, The prophet complains of being expoſed 
to the hatred of the wicked Jews, and expreſſes his 
„ tha erief upon that account. 


ackeſt 
t ever REFLECTIONS. 
is, TH I'S chapter preſents us with three principal 


reflections. I. We ſee how Jeremiah was beat- 
at nolfen, and put in priſon, for having propheſied againſt 
> the Jews ; but that he did not forbear, however, to 
, maſſſWoretel their deſtruction; and in particular denounced 
ce a8 ohir's doom, declaring, that he ſhould feel che 
lle&ts of the divine vengeance. Thus the wicked 
re provoked with, and perſecute thoſe who ſpeak 
dthem in the name of God]; but the true miniſters 
If the Lord always do what God commands them, 
nd thoſe who ſet themſelves againſt them, receive 
 idolWie juſt reward of their malice, II. We ſee here, 
ow Jeremiab was aſtoniſhed and aflited at the op- 
X 2 poſition 
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ition he met with from the Jews; but that he 

ſtrengthned himſelf, nevertheleſs, by truſting in God. 

All who ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake ſhould confide; 
this, that they may not be diſcouraged when they H 
meet with obſtacles. III. The laſt reflection relates 
to the laſt verſes of this chapter, in which Feremich WI . 
ſays, Curſed be the day in which I was born: It might I g 
be obſerved, that the prophet does not ſpeak of him. they 
ſelf here, but repreſents the ſentiments of the Jews, Ml ih 
what they would ſay at the time of their deſtruction, Ml fer 
which would be fo terrible, that it would be more 77 
happy for them if they had never been born, and they i ve 
themſelves would wiſh for death. But ſuppoſe theſe MW n 
words ſhould relate to Jeremiah, we muſt not believe I f h 
that he was guilty of murmuring or impatience ; for WM ls 
in the ſame chapter he appears animated with a joy perdi 
and confidence which led him to praiſe God; but Pee 
only that he meant by theſe proverbial ways of ſpeak-M d 
ing, in uſe at that time, to ſhew what a wretched " 4t 
thing it was to live among a people ſo corrupt, and bis | 
how much he was grieved to ſee their obſtinacy, and This 
to conſider the miſeries that would ſo heavily fall upon ©» 
them. raw 
chapt 
e. XXL eile 
preve 
tectio1 


HAT which is related in this chapter, happened 
when the Chaldeans beſieged Feruſulem, under 
the reign of Zedetiab. This prince having ſent 10 
_ conſult Jeremiah what he was to do, the prophet tell 
him, that as God had reſolved to deliver the city tt 
the Chaldeans, they muſt ſubmit to them; that the) 
who 'did ſo, would fave their lives; but if the- king 
and people refuſed to ſurrender, they would be ex 


nach to the greateſt deſolations of war. He allo ex foretel 
orts the king, and the magiſtrates, to reform them ah | 
| lle r 


ſelves, and to do juſtice to every body. 
| REFLEC 
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00 REFLECTIONS. 


hey II ER E we are chiefly to conſider, the advice 
which Jeremiah gave to king Zedekiab and the 
Jews, to ſubmit themſelves to the Chaldeans ; declar- 
ing that if they did ſo, and obeyed the voice of God, 
they ſhould be ſpared ; but if not, they ſhould pe- 
rſh by the ſword, by famine, and by peſtilence. We 
ion. te by this, that God had indeed reſolved to deliver 
nore Jeruſalem to the Chaldeans ; but that he had not re- 
they ſolved their deſtruction ; and that it was ſtill in their 
chef on power to fave their lives. Thus God gave proofs 
lieve of his goodneſs, at the fame time that he exerciſed 
fort i bis juſtice. This too ſhews very plainly, that the 
joy pedition of ſinners is not fo determined but they may 
but prevent it; God is always inclined to pardon them 
cal. and ſpare them, even when he chaſtiſes them; and 
ched ff at laſt he overwhelms them with his judgments, 
and * is becauſe he is forced to it by their impenitence. 
and This teaches us likewiſe, that when God will correct 
upon ds, we muſt ſubmit to it, left by our reſiſtance we 
draw upon ourſelves greater evils. Laſtly, This 
chapter teaches judges and magiſtrates, that the ex- 
ercile of juſtice is one of the moſt effectual means to 
prevent the judgments of God, and procure his pro- 
tection, | 


CHAP. XXII 


. J* REMIAH exhorts the king of Judah, and 
the people, to repentance, and particularly to 

de practice of juſtice ; threatning them, if they did 
not, that Jeruſalem ſhould be laid waſte. II. He 
o e foretels what ſhould happen to the poſterity of Jo- 
chem! Lab, king of Judah z he ſays, that Shallum, other- 
| viſe named Jeboabax, ſhould be carried into Egypt, 
| X 3 __ 
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and die there; that Fehoiakim, his brother and ſue. 
ceſſor, ſhould be deprived. of burial; and that Cz. 
niah, otherwiſe called Jeconiah, ſhould be carried to 
Babylon by the Chalgeans, that he ſhould die there, 
and have no fon to reign after him, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E may learn from this chapter, that of the 
things which have the greateſt tendency to 
ſecure the favour and protection of God to any 
people, one is; when judges render Juſtice to every 
one impartially. If the kings and princes'of Judah 
had diſcharged their duty in this matter, according 
to the exhortations of the prophet, they would have 
been ſpared; but for having failed therein, they 
were deſtroyed, and the whole nation periſhed with 
them, There is another paſſage in this chapter, 
which deſerves to be taken notice of; that place, | 
mean, where it is ſaid,” that thoſe who attempt to 
raiſe and eſtabliſh their families by wicked ways, and 
by covetouſneſs, ſhall never proſper. - But the prin- 
cipal reflection to be made on what has been read, 
relates to the kings here ſpoken of. All that Fere- 
miah had ſaid came upon them. Shallum, ſon of 
king Jaſiab, was taken by the king of Egypt, and 
carried into that country, where he died; Zehotakim 
tell inta the hands of the Chaldeans, was carried in 
chains to Babylon, and fo was Feconiah, who had no 
ſucceſſor. Thus God fulfilled the predictions of Je- 
remiah, and puniſhed all their wicked and idolatrous 
princes. Moreover, the impiety of the deſcendants 
of the good and pious king Ja, who all of them 
came to a tragical end, ſhews, that the piety of pa- 
rents will not ſkreen their children from the judg- 
ments of God, if thoſe children provoke the Lord 
hy their diſobedience. 


CHAP 
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C HAP. XXIII. 


EREMIAA threatens the wicked ſhepherds, that 

is, the magiſtrates, the prieſts and the prophets, 
zecuſing them of being the cauſe of all the abominable 
practices which prevailed in the kingdom of Judab 
and he foretels, that God would raiſe in the family 
of David a great king, who ſhould be the deliverer 
of his people. After this he complains, that the 
prieſts and prophets of Judah were ſtill worſe than 
thoſe of the kingdom of Iſrael; he ſays, that they 
abandoned themſelves to the utmoſt exceſſes, and, 
beſides this, deceived the people, falſly boaſting of 
revelations, and promiſing them peace; and he de- 
nounces the divine vengeance againſt them. 


REerlecTioONSs. 


H E R E let us conſider, I. That God's pro- 
mile, to give his people good ſhepherds, and 
o raiſe in the houſe of king David a righteous 
prince, was fulfilled, not only when the Jews return- 
ed from Babylon under the conduct of Zorobabel, 
who was a deſcendant of David, and had Ezra, Jeſbua 
and Nebemiabh, and other good men for their gover- 
nors; but chiefly when God ſent Jeſus Chriſt, born 
of that family, to be the great ſhepherd and redeemer 
of the church. II. The complaints that God here 
makes againſt falſe ſhepherds, and chiefly againſt the 
prieſts and prophets of Jeruſalem, are worthy our 
whole attention. The Lord ſays, they were worſe 
than thoſe of Samaria, who were however idolaters; 
that the land was filled with adulteries, perjuries, 
and all manner of wickedneſs ; bur: that the prophets 
vere the occaſion of it : That if they had made known 
to the Jews the will of God, they might have been 
converted from their fins ; but inftead of that, they 
| | X 4 had 
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had deceived them, telling them there was nothing 
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to fear. Miniſters, who are ſent by God, ſhould at. 
tend to theſe words, and faithfully record them in 
their minds. But it is a great misfortune indeed, 
when, inſtead of faithfully declaring the will of the 
Lord, and turning ſinners from the error of their 
ways, they flatter and ſooth them in their crime, 
and withal ſet them a bad example. God declares 
very expreſsly, that he is angry with theſe wicked 
ſhepherds, and that they cannot eſcape his knoy. 
ledge and vengeance. By this every one may ſee of 
what conſequence it is, that paſtors and rulers ſhould 
diſcharge their duty. But ſince God threatens the 
people as well as the prophets, it is evident, that if 
thoſe wha ſeduce others are guilty, thoſe who ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſeduced will be juſtly puniſhed; 
that we ought therefore to be well inſtructed in the 
will of God, and after we have known it, ſhould be 
afraid to offend God by diſobedience ; and to this 
end, ſhould always remember, what he himſelf fays 
in this chapter, Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, 
that I ſhall not ſee him? Do I not fill heaven. and 
earth, ſaith the Lord? as mw 


CHAP. XXIV. 


OR the right underſtanding of this chapter, we 
muſt know, that ſome years before Nebuchas- 
#ezzar king of Babylon came to deſtroy the city and 
temple of Feru/alem, part of the people had already 
been carried to Babylon, with Feconiah king of Ju- 
dah, In that time the praphet Feremiab had the viſion 
which is here related, and in which he ſaw two baſkets 
of figs, the one good and the other bad; by which 
God ſignified to him the difference there would, be, 
between the Jews that were carried away with JA 
wah, and thoſe that remained at Jeruſalem; whic 


Was, 


7, we 
chad- 
7 and 
ready 
Ju- 
viſion 
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which 
d be, 
The 
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Was, 
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x25, that the firſt ſhould be preſerved, and that God 
vould reſtore them; whereas the others ſhould be al- 
moſt all deſtroyed by war, famine and peſtilence, to- 

er with Zedetiab the laſt king of Judab; and that 
thoſe who ſhould go down to Egypt, after the taking 


of Jeruſalem, ſhould there come to a moſt miſerable 


end. Thus it happened eleven years after this pro- 
phecy. = | * A 
Rr ert 


W E are to conſider upon this chapter, I. That 

when Jeconiab, and a part of the people were 
carried away captives to Babylon, it ſhould have been 
a warning to the Jews of their approaching deſtruc- 
tion, Thus God puniſhes men by degrees ; and, be- 
fore he deſtroys them quite, warns them by ſeveral 
corrections that their deſtruction is not far off; and 
if they prevent not his judgments, they will feel the 
weight of them. II. It is to be obſerved next, that 
the Jews who were firſt carried away to Babylon 
yere happily reſtored ; whereas thoſe that ſtayed at 
Jeruſalem, and thought themſelves much more hap- 
py than their captive countrymen, but were much 
more wicked and guilty than they, ſince they made a 
yery ill uſe of what had happened to their brethren, 
were almoſt all deſtroyed by the ſword, peſtilence and 
famine, when Nebuchadnezzar came the laſt time a- 
gainſt Feruſalem. Zedekiab their king 2 to a fa- 
tal end, with all the great men of his court; and 
thoſe among them who went down into Egypt, after 
the taking of Jeruſalem, felt the heavieſt load of the 
divine judgments. This example ſneweth, that thoſe 
whom God puniſhes are not always the moſt guilty, 
nor the moſt miſerable; and that ſinners who enjoy 


proſperity, and whom God bears longer with, are 
treated with the greateſt ſeverity, when they perſiſt in 
their ipenitence. | 6. Yeh! 
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CHAP. XXv. 


H 1 8 chapter contains three n things, 

T I. That the Jews, tor deſpiſing the — — 
of the prophets, and above all, thoſe they had receiy. 
ed from Jeremiah, during the ſpace of. twenty three 
years, were to be given up to the Babylonians. II. 
That the captivity of Babylon ſhould laſt ſeventy years, 
III. That fince God did not ſpare his own people, he 
would not ſpare other nations; that the Zxyprians, 
the ſeveral people of Arabia, the Philiſtines, the Ech. 
miles, the Moabites, and the other neighbours of the 
Jews, together with the Medes and Perfians, ſhould 
be puniſhed ; after which, the Babylonians them ſelves 
ſhould be deſtroyed. This Jeremiab repreſents, by 
faying, that all the nations ſhould drink of the cup of ¶ and t 
the wine of the wrath of God; which is a figurative Wl tions, 
way of ſpeaking, uſed by * en to . the ous p 


divine VENBrapen: paige; Ad io car t geanc 
| | R hou), 
LI acer rolls | wles 


1. H E firſt reflection to be made upon this 
chapter is, that God bears with men with 
— patience; that he exhorts them a long time to 
repentance; but that if they abuſe his long-ſuffering, N, 
he at laſt executes his threatnings. Thus God, after I £ 
he had in yain called the Jews to converſion by the 0 ft 
miniſtry of Feremiab, for the ſpace of twenty three I EU hc 
years, brought the king of Babylon to deſtroy them. bouls 
II. God, to comfort his people, promiſed to bring W'%8 d 
them back from the Babylonifh.captivity at the end of ij the 
ſeventy years; and then to puniſh the Babylonian: the 
themſelves. Theſe ſeventy years began in the reign I uv h. 
of Jehoinkim, when a great number of Jews wer ſing, 
carried to Babylon; with part of the ſacred veſſels of of the 
& che temple; and they ended at the time when the mentic 


Jens 
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ſews returned into their own country, by the permiſ- 

fon of Cyrus king of Perſia. III. It is to be obſerved, 

that the Egyptians, the Philiſtines, and the other na- 
os. Ml tions here named, were brought under ſubjection to 
vns e King of Babylon, as Jeremiah had faretold; and 
iv- dg atter this, the Babylonian were ſuhdped by the 
ree des and Perſians. God here ſpeaks as the Lord of 
II. WW tic world, who diſpoſes of kings and nations as he 
ars. pleaſes; and theſe great events, which Jeremiah and 
he che other prophets had ſo ęxpreſsly foretold; are in- 
ns, conteſtable proofs of the divinity of the prophecies, as 
b. vell as of the truth of God's promiſes, his protection 
the of his church, and his juſtice in puniſhing its op- 
vld Wl preſſors. Here likewiſe we ſhould. conſider, that if 
ves Wl God.. ſpares not, his church, other nations, and the 
by WW vicked in general, ſhall not eſcape his vengeance 
p of MW :nd that if he made uſe of wicked kings to puniſh na- 
tive Wl tions, he at length rendered to thoſe: proud and impi- 
the I ous princes, ; who had been the inſtruments of his ven- 
ace, the puniſhment that was due to them; which 
ſhould. teach us to adore that providence which over- 
wles. all things with wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs. 
mo en n Ds 85 #76417 


FF ry 


EREMIAH till perſiſting to foretel the de- 

ſtruction of Jeruſalem and the temple, the prieſts 
2y hold of him, and, with the people, ire that he 
ſhould be put to death. But Jeremiah, without be- 
ng diſcouraged, continued to foretel the ſame things 
in the preſence of the magiſtrates, and judges, who at- 
nians er they had heard him, ſent him away, withqut doing 
reign May harm to him; God having made. an. officer of the 
were king, named Abitan, his inſtrument in ſaving the life 
1s of ot the prophet, At the end of this chapter there is 
n the mention made of a prophet, named Urijab, whom 


7e. 
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Jeboiatim cauſed to be aſſaſſinated, for having fore; 
told the ſame things as Jeremiah, 8 | 
; he REFLECTIONS, 

4 HIS chapter ſets three notable examples before 

us. The firſt is, that of the prieſts and the peo- 
ple of Jeruſalem, who would have put Feremiab to 
death, becauſe he foretold the ruin of their city and 
temple, © This unjuft and impious proceeding of the 
Jews, ſhews, that their wickedneſs was exceeding 
great; and that the ſervants of God are ſometimes 
expoſed to great dangers from thoſe who cannot beat 
their — 3 — The ſame reflections may be 
made upon the crime which king Feboiakim commit. 
ted, in ſlaying the prophet Ur;;ab, who had foretold 
the ſame things as 7eremiah did. This perſecution of 
the faithful ſervants of God was one thing which haft 
ened the deſtruction of the Jews. The ſecond example 
is that of Feremiah, who finding himfelf threatned 
with death, told the Jews that they might take away 
his life, but ſtill he perſiſted in exhorting and threat- 
ning them in the name of God. This character of 
patience, moderation and meekneſs, and at the fame 
time of zeal and courage, ought to be imitated by 
all thoſe who exerciſe the ſacred miniſtry, when it is 
their lot to ſuffer. in the diſcharge of their duty. Laſtly, 
We have the example of ſeveral magiſtrates, and e- 
ſpecially of 4bikam, one of the chief miniſters of ſtate, 
who took the part of Jeremiah, and acknowledged 
that he ſpake to them in the name of the Lord: From 
whence we may infer, that God protected this pro- 
phet, and does in his providential care raiſe up perſons, 
and find out ways for ſecuring his ſervants, who are 
unjuſtly oppreſſed. Magiſtrates and great men ought 
to meditate upon this hiſtory, and learn from hence to 
fear God, and to defend the innocent, and particu- 
larly his faithful miniſters ; herein imitating Abikan, 
| as 
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ores g well as king Hezetiab, who is likewiſe mentioned 
in this chapter; who inſtead of being angry with the 
prophet Micab, humbled himſelf, and by his humili- 
ation averted the wrath of Gd. | 


CHAP. XXVII. 


. H E kings bordering upon Judea, having 

; ſent ambaſſadors to Zedekiab king of Fudab, 
God orders Jeremiah to ſend bonds and yokes to thoſe 
kings, to ſignify, by this myſterious action, that 
dos kings ſhould be ſo far from delivering Zedekiab, 
as he expected, that they ſhould themſelves be brought 
under the dominion of the king of Babylon. The 
prophet tells them to ſubmit to that king; and ſhews, 
that. the empire of the Babylonians ſhould Hſt till the 
time of the grandſon; of Nebuchadnezzar, after which 
t ſhould come to an end. II. He exhorts Zedetiab, 
and the people of Feruſalem, to ſubmit themſelves to 
the king of Babylon, and not to give credit to the falſe 
prophets, who made them believe that the veſſels of 
the temple, which had been carried to Babylon with 
king Zeboiatim, ſhould be brought back again to Fe- 
ruſalem. Feremiab declares, that on the contrary, the 
remainder of the holy veſſels ſhould likewiſe be taken 
away, when Nebuchadnezzar came to deſtroy the city 
tate, and temple. | -# 


8 REFLECTIONS. 


pro- HERE are four obſervations to be made upon 
ſons, this chapter: I. We obſerve, that Jeremiab ſent 
o are bonds and yokes to the kings living near Feruſalem, 
ught W to ſhew them that they ſhould be conquered by Nebu- 
ce to ¶ chadnezzar king of Babylon, who is here called the 
t1cu- I ſervant of the Lord, becauſe he was to execute the 
kan, decrees of providence, This ſhould have taught _ 

-— iab 
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kiah not to any aſſiſtance from thoſe kings a: 
gainſt the Babylonians, This action of Feremiah, 
which the ambaſſadors of thoſe princes were witneſſez 
of, tended likewiſe to convince them that the Lord, 
in whoſe name Jeremiah ſpake, was the only true God; 
which they muſt needs be convinced of, when they fel! 
under the dominion. of the Babylonians, who conquered 
them all, one after the other, II. It is to be obſerved, 
that Feremiab foretold, that the monarchy of the Ba: 
bylonians ſhould ſubſiſt till the grandſon of Nebuthad. 
nezzar, which was verified by the event; that mo- 
narchy ending in Belſhazzar, when Babylon was taken 
by the Medes and Perſians. Theſe are very expreſy 
predictions, which prove and confirm moſt evidently 
the divine authority of Feremiab's prophecies. II. 
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The exhoggations of the prophet addrefled to Zedekiah 
and the News, to ſubmit themſelves willingly to the 
king of lon,” teach us, that it is in vain to pretend 


to reſiſt the will of God; and that when he has made 
known his will to us, and thinks fit to chaſtiſe us, it 
is beſt humbly to ſubmit to it. Laſtly, We ſee in 
this chapter, that God forbad the Jews to hearken to 
the falſe prophets, who flattered them and promiſed 
them peace, and the return of the holy veſſels. It is 
a great fin in thoſe who are ſet over the church, to 
diſſemble the will of God, and flatter ſinners by a 
' baſe compliance; and the true ſervants of God are 
thoſe who declare the truth ſincerely and without dif- 
guile. | 
er AXVHE: 
Falſe prophet, named Hananiah, oppoſes Fere- 


miah, and foretels that Jeruſalem ſhould not 
be taken by the Babylonians; that within two years, 


the holy veſſels which had been cartied away to Ba- 


Hlon, ſhould be brought back to Feruſalem, = 
Y that 
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that Jeconiab ſhould return from thence with all the 


captives. And to confirm his 


prediction, he breaks 


a wooden yoke that Jeremiah had made by order of 
God, which repreſented, that the Jews ſhould he 
made ſubject to the king of Babylon, as we read in the 


foregoing chapter; but Jeremiah, when he had 


told 


Hananiah that the event would ſhew the falſeneſs of 


his predictions, cauſes a yoke of iron to be made, 


in- 


ſtead of the wooden yoke which Hananiabh had broken, 


and propheſies that he ſhould die that year, which ac- 


cordingly came to paſs. 


REFTLECTION S. 


HE chief conſideration this chapter affords us 

is, that at the very time the deſtruction of the 
Jews drew near, there were among them falſe pro- 
phets, who promiſed them peace, and a return of the 
acred veſſels of the remple, and of their captive bre- 


thren. There have been in all a 


falſe teachers in 


the church, who have lulled the people in their ſecu- 
rity ; but it is a dangerous thing to hearken to them, 


and God is very gracious when he ſends faithful 


mi- 


niſters, who do not flatter their people, nor conceal 
any thing that they are commanded to ſpeak to men 
for their good. The courage of Feremiab in reſiſting 


Hananiab, ſhews, that we ſhould never give wa 
the wicked when they attempt to ſeduce others; 


y to 
but 


ſhould oppoſe them always, and diſcharge our duty 


with boldneſs. 
died according to the prediction of Jeremiah, m 


The puniſhment of Hananiab, who 


ight 


have taught the Jews that Hananiab was a falſe pro- 
phet, and that the reſt of Jeremiab's threatnings 
ſhould be fulfilled. This is an example of the divine 
vengeance, which purſues thoſe who reſiſt God and his 


holy word, and who feduce others to fin or error. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX: 


IN this letter, wrote to the Jews who had beer 
carried away to Babylon with king Fechontiah, the 
prophet, Zeremiab does four things: I. He exhorty 
them to ſtay in Babylon, and to be faithful to the king 
and , government» of that country, and not to believe 
the prophets, who protniſed them that they ſhould be 
delivered before the ſeverity years of their captivity 
were expired. II. He promiſes, that at the end of 
that time God would bring them again to 7eruſalen, 
III. He tells them that the Jews, who were yet at 
Jeruſalem, and their king Zedekiah, were going to be 
reduced to the utmoſt «deſolation. IV. He foretels 
the puniſhment of Ahab and Zedetiab, two lying pro- 
phets, and of Shemaiab, who had written letters from 
Babylon to Jeruſalem againſt the prophet Jeremiah. 


REFLECTIONS. 


J. T H E order that Feremiah gave the Jews, who 

were at Babylon, to ftay there, and to pray for 
the proſperity of that city, ſhews us, that God would 
have us live in ſubmiſſion to the kings under whole 
government we are placed, and to pray for the pro- 
ſperity of their dominions; and that when God thinks 
fit to chaſtiſe us, we ought to acquieſce in it, and to 
continue in the condition to which he is pleaſed to re- 
duce us. II. The clear and repeated promiſes Jere. 
niab made the Jews, that they ſhould be ſent away 
free at the end of ſeventy years, expreſs the love of 
God towards them, and the divinity of this prophe- 
cy. III. It is to be remarked, that though the Jews 
who were at Jeruſalem, ſeemed to be in a more hap- 
py ſtate than thoſe who were at Babylon, yet they 


were to be moſt ſeverely ſcourged by God, for not 
improving 


nienc 


faithf 
pe- 
V. 
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improving by the miſery of their captive brethren, 
and for continuing to deſpiſe the voice of the Lord. 
Thus God proportions his puniſhments; to the ſins of 
men, and thoſe; which he puniſhes laſt, are uſually 
treated with greateſt ſeverity, becauſe they have long- 
et abuſed his patience. IV. We find in this chaps 
ter, that there were at, Feruſalem and at Babylon falſe 
prophets, who railed againſt Jeremiab, and who ſe- 
duced the people, and were .moreover impure and cor- 
rupt men. God, for the trial of men, has in all ages, 
permitted that there ſhould be ſeducers; to oblige us 
to be upon our guard againſt ſuch people, according 
to the exhortation of our Lord, and to diſtinguiſh 
them from the true miniſters of God. But we like- 
wiſe obſerve, in the puniſhment that God inflicted up- 
on the falſe prophets here mentioned, that God con- 
demns all ſuch; ſince Abab and Zedekiab were burnt 
by the king of Babylon, and Sbemaiab periſhed with 
his family, without ſeeing the deliverance of the Jews ; 
whereas Jeremiah, who ſpake with ſincerity, expe- 
rienced the divine protection. ” 


Wo % VS + 0 


I E prophet Jeremiah, after he had declared 

to the Jews that they ſhould be led captives 
to Babylon, promiſes here, that God would deliver 
them from it; that the Babylonians ſhould feel his 
vengeance; and that after he had chaſtiſed his people, 
he would diſplay his infinite power for their reſtora - 
tion. 2 

— REFLECTIONS. 


TH E reflections to be made on this chapter, re- 
late to the love of God, his power, juſtice and 
faithfulneſs. The love of God towards this people 
appears in, his promiſing to deliver them from the 
Vol. II. bs | yoke 
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yoke of the king of Babylon, and to cauſe them to 
dwell again in their own land. His power appears in 
delivering them, at a time when there ſeemed to be no 
relief for them, and by means they could never have 
expected. His juſtice he gave proof of in taking 
vengeance on the Balylonians, who had oppreſſed the 
— with ſo much ſeverity and injuſtice. Laſtly, 
e are to take notice, that God is true and faithful 
in his promiſes, ſince all that was foretold in this 
chapter concerning the recovery of the Jews came to 
paſs, when they returned from Babylon into their own 
country, under the conduct of Zorobabel and their 
other leaders. But theſe promiſes were compleatly 
fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, who was born 
of the poſterity of David. From all which we may 
conclude, that God, who is always the ſame, will 
protect the chriſtian church; which, it he appears 
ſometimes angry with, his deſign is to purify it; and 
that it ſhall ever ſubſiſt, in ſpite of the attempts of 
thoſe who ſeek its ruin, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


TF\HIS chapter, as well as the foregoing, treats of 
1 the. Jews reſtoration. God promiſes, that af. 
ter he had chaſtiſed them, and they were converted, 
he would ſettle them in a happy and glorious condi- 
tion; and that Ephraim, that is the Iraelites of the 
ten tribes, ſhould ſhare in this happy revolution. He 
exhorts them no more to lament their deſolation, and 
gives them ſtrong aſſurances of his love. Laſtly, 
He promiſes to make a new covenant with them, which 
ſhould laſt always: 


RErLE e- 


ratior 
ance, 
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the c. 
venar, 
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RERERFLECTIOR S. 


U PON this chapter theſe three things ate to be 
. conſidered ; I. That if the prophets were ſent to 
threaten the Jews, they were alſo ſent to comfort 
them by promiſes; and that the promiſes which we 
have juſt been reading, muſt needs tend to ſtrengthen 
their faith during their 11 in Babylon. II. That 
God promiſed the Jews they ſhould return into their 
own land, after their repentance and converſion; from 
whence it appears, that as mens fins are the cauſe of 
the afflictions God viſits them with, ſo he reſtores 
them not to favour till he ſees them penitent and 
humbled. III. The laſt and chief reflection is, that 
God here promiſes to make a new covenant, which 
ſhould be as firm as the order of the world, and ſhould 
lat as long as heaven and earth remain. St Paul, in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, applies this prophecy to 
the covenant of the goſpel ; and it is evident, that 
the true meaning of it is not to be found in the reſto- 
ration of the Jews, which was but of ſhort continu- 
ance, wherein the Jews of the ten tribes, very few of 
them, had any ſhare ;, ſo that this promiſe ſuits only 
the chriſtian church, with which God has made a co- 
venant that is to laſt until the end of the world. This 
prophecy ſets before us the privilege we enjoy in living 
under this covenant, teaches- us, at the ſame time, 
that God's deſign in admitting us into it was to ſanc- 
tify us, by putting his law into our hearts, and writ- 
Ing it in our inner parts, that we may ſerve him and 
obey him all the days of our life. | 


CHAP. XXXII. 


* RE MI AA being put in priſon at Jeruſalem, 
when the Chaldeans were beſieging that city, God 
commands him to buy a field, and to put the evidence 

| Si of 
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of the purchaſe in a place where it might be preſerved, 
whereupon Jeremiah aſking of the Lord, why he or- 
dered him to buy lands, when the city was to be deli- 
vered up to the Chaldeans, and the people carried into 
captivity; God acquainted him, that it was done to 
be an aſſurance to the Jews, that after they had for the 
pvnifhment or their fans been ſent into captivity to Ba- 
bylon, they ſhould return to their own country, and 
poſſeſs it again. 5 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE command that God gave Jeremiah, to buy 

a field, when the Babylonians were beſieging Je. 
ruſalem, and he himſelf was in priſon, is very remark- 
able. This tended to comfort the prophet, and to 
confirm what he ſaid to the Jews concerning their 
approaching deſtruction, and their ruin. With this 
view God ordered the deed of the purchaſe to be pre- 
ſerved, as a proof and a monument of the truth of 
Jeremiab's predictions. From hence we learn, that 
nothing is impoſſible to God; that he infallibly exe- 
cutes his promiſes, how improbable ſoever they may 
appear, humanly ſpeaking. We again find in this 
chapter, that the inhabitants of Feruſalem, though 
God had greatly. bleſſed them, and bore long with 
them, corrupted themſelves ſtill more and more; 
that they ceaſed not to provoke him, which was the 
reaſon; he gave them up to the power and cruelty ot 
the Babylonians; but after he had made the Jews ſut- 
fer the puniſhment they deſerved, he had pity on them, 
God ſeverely puniſhes any contempt offered to his 
goodneſs, or ungrateful returns for favours received; 
but he does not wholly withdraw his love from thoſe 
that have offended him; and when his corrections have 
produced their effect, he reſtores them to his favour, 
and makes the expreſſions of his love ſucceed thoſe of 
his wrath, -_ | 


oA 
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CHAP, XXXIII. 


Hs prophecy is a ſequel of the foregoing: Its 

contents are, that Feru/alem ſhould be taken, 
its houſes deſtroyed by the Babylonians, and its inha- 
birants put to death; but that afterwards the Jews 
ſhould return from Babylon, rebuild the city with 
glory, and ſhould have divine ſervice performed in 
the temple as before. God confirms this promiſe, 
ſaying, his covenant with his people ſhould be as firm 
and immutable as the order of nature, 


| ReriecrioNs 


FRO M the promiſes made by God to the Jews, 
to bring them again to Feruſalem, to dwell there, 

and to heap. his bleſſings upon them, we are led to 
conſider, that God is always merciful, and inclined 
to do good. to men, and that it is in love he afflicts 
them; we are alſo hereby led to take notice of the 
faithfulneſs of God, and the firmneſs of his cove- 
nant. It muſt nevertheleſs be obſerved, that che pro- 
miſes here made to the two families of Hrael, that is, 
to the Jews of the kingdom of Judab, and thoſe of 
the ten tribes, were not entirely fulfilled after the 
captivity of Babylon, ſince the greateſt part of the 
Iraelites of the ten tribes remained in the countries 
where they had been diſperſed. The ſame thing is 
to be remarked on what God ſo expreſsly declares, 
concerning his worſhip being for ever eſtabliſhed at 
Jeruſalem, and his covenant with the houſe of Da- 
vid and with the Jews, ſubſiſting as long as the 
world laſted. This can but imperfectly agree wich the 
reſtoration of the Jews after the captivity, ſince they 
did not continue long in Judea, and were afterwards 
deſtroyed by the Romans, and the ſervice performed 
at Feruſalem was quite aboliſhed by the — 
E ol 
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of the temple. Theſe promiſes therefore relate to the 
times of the Meſſiah, and deſcribe the kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the eſtabliſhment of the goſpel worſhip 
among all nations, and the compleat converſion of 
the Jews, which will one day be accompliſhed. We 
ought therefore to bleſs God that theſe promiſes have 
been fulfilled with reſpect to us, and that we are in- 
cluded in the new covenant, which God had promiſed 
to make with all men in the latter days. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


HEN Nebuchadnezzar was beſieging 7erv- 

alem, Jeremiah informs Zedetiab, that the 
city ſhould be taken and burnt, that he ſhould not, 
however, be put to death ; -but be carried to Babylon, 
and die there. Zedekiab and the Jews, terrified at 
the threatnings of Feremiab, ſhewed ſome tokens of 
repentance, and ſer the Jewiſh-ſlaves at liberty, as the 
law of God directed them to do every feven years, 
But ſoon after, when the Chaldeans had retired, and 
the rulers thought the danger was over, they reduced 
again to a ſtate of flavery thoſe that had been releaſed; 
whereupon Feremiah declared to them, that becauſe 
of their hypocriſy, and the violation of their vow, 
God would cauſe rhe Chaldeans ts return, who ſhould 
burn Jeruſalem, and put its inhabitants to death, and 
lay the whole country waſte, EM 


REFLECTIONS. 


F HE moſt important reflection to be made on 

this chapter, relates to the behaviour of Zedekiab 
and the inhabitants of Feruſalem, who finding them- 
ſelves beſieged, ſet at liberty the Jewiſh ſervants, and 
pretended they would obſerve the law of God; but as 
ſoon as the Chaldeans retired, becauſe the king of 
Egy7! came out againſt them, the Jews, _— 
wo 2 they 
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they had nothing more to fear, changed their mind, 
and made ſlaves again of their brethren. Thus ſinners 

retend to humble themſelves, and ſeem diſpoſed for 
converſion whilſt they are threatned, and the danger 
is near 3 but as ſoon as their fears are over, they re- 
turn to their fins and break their promiſes. | apron 
ab's reproaches and threatnings of the Jews for their 
impious and unjuſt proceedings, ſhew, that a repent- 
ance and a reformation, which is but of ſhort duration, 
inſtead of pacifying God, provokes him the more; 
and that thoſe who violate his covenant, and their own 
promiſes, after having vowed to obſerve them, ſhall 
not eſcape the puniſhments which their hypocriſy and 
infidelity deſerve. Thus it happened to Zedekiab and 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; That city was taken 
ſoon after theſe things; and Zedekiab fell into the 
hands of Nebuchadnezzar, who put him in chains, 
and carried him to Babylon, where he died. This is 
an inſtance of the juſt judgment of God upon ſinners, 
and eſpecially on wicked princes. EY 


CHAP. XXXV. 


OR the underſtanding of this chapter, we muſt 
know, that the Rechabites were Jews deſcended 
from Jonadab, the fon of Rechab, who lived in the 
time of Jebu, king of 1/rae!, 2 Kings x. 15. and upon 
account of a vow which their father had obliged 
them to make, drank no wine, and dwelt in tents, 
Theſe Rechabites having fled to Feru/alem, when the 
Chaldeans entered Judea, under the reign of Feboatim, 
as we are told in the twentyfourth chapter of the ſe- 
cond book of Kings ; Feremiab offered them wine, 
and bade them drink it; which they refuſed to do, 
alledging their vow, and the prohibition of their fa- 
ther. Whereupon Jeremiah took occaſion to reproach 
| 14 the 
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the Jews, for not ſhewing the ſame reſpect to the 
commandments of God, as the Rechabites ſhewed tg 
thoſe of their father, and for {ti] perſiſting in their idola. 
try. For which reaſon, he denounces deſtruction to th 


Jews, and promiſes the een n (god would 
bleſs them, , 


REFLECTIONS. | 


T HI 8 hiſtory is worthy of our attention. Ferts 
miab preſented wine to the Rechabites, not with Ml after 

a deſign to perſuade them to break their vows ; but IM and 
with an intent to make uſe of their example to con- Ml mcb 
demn the Jews. When the Rechabites had told him; I writ 
it was not lawful for them to drink wine, on zccount Ml that 
of the vow their father had laid upon them; FJeremiab Wl king 
took occaſion from thence to expoſtulate with the that 
Jews, and expoſe their great guilt in breaking the di- ¶ ſteri 
vine commands, and the vow they had made to ob- rial 
ſerve them; though theſe laws related not to things 
of an indifferent nature, as the uſe of wine, but to the 
moſt neceſſary and indiſpenſible duties. He reproaches 
them for the continual exhortations to repentance, 
which God had given them by his prophets, and 
which they had refuſed to hearken to; whilſt the Re. 
chabites religiouſly obſerved the vow. laid upon them 
A long time hefore. The inſtruction this furniſhes vs 
with, is, that thoſe who do not fulfil the vows they 
have made to God, nor keep his covenant, muſt ex- 
pect the pyniſhments : which are denounced againk 
thoſe. who ſhall tranſgreſs it; and on the. contrary, 
that thoſe who obſerve the duties required, ſhall be 


bleſſed of God, as the Rechobiles were becauſe of 
| it ad | | 
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. TEREMIAA cauſes his threatnings againſt 

the Jews to be writ in a book; and as he could 
not go himſelf into the temple, he orders Baruch to 
read them before the people upon a day of faſting. 
Il. Baruch having read them in the preſence of the 
people, and of the officers of king Fehotakim, that 
prince cauſed the writing to be brought to him; and 


after he had heard, part of it read, he cut it in pieces 


and threw it in the fire, and ordered Jeramiab and Ba- 
uch to be ſeized; but God commanded Jeremiah to 
write another book, containing the ſame things as 
that which Feboiatim had burnt, and to tell. the 
king, that God: would puniſh him for his impiety, 
that his judgments ſhould fall upon him and his po- 
ſterity, and that his body ſhould be deprived of bu- 


rial, 
REFLEQOTIONS. <4 
JN this hiſtory we are to remark, I. That God, on 


a ſolemn faſt day, did, by the hand of Feremiab 


and Baruch, warn the Jews of the dangers that threat- 
ned them, that they might avert them by their re- 
pentance. This was a proof of the divine goodneſs 
toward that people, who were very near their ruin. 
Thus does God warn finners, and afford to them the 
laſt means to eſcape their deſtruction. II. We here 
ſe the extream impiety of king Feboiakim, who, in- 
ſtead of humbling himſelf, upon the hearing of thoſe 
threatnings, cut the book in which they were con- 
tained, and threw it into the fire, without regard to 
the intreaties of ſome of his officers, who would have 
prevented him, and commanded Feremiab and Ba- 
ruch to be caſt into priſon. This behaviour of Je- 


beiakim is a proof of the greateſt impiety, and of the 


utmoſt 


346 )JEREM I AH, 


utmoſt contempt of God and his word. Behold hoy 
the wicked, inſtead of being affected by the warning 
they receive from God, grow angry at them, and 
even quarref with God, his, word, and his ſervant, 
HI. The order that Feremiab received from God, to 
write in another book the ſame things that were con. 
tained in that which the King had burnt, and to add 
thereto particular threatnings againſt him, ſhould lead 
us to acknowledge, that it is in vain for the wicked to 
pretend to ſtop the mouth of God's ſervants, or to 
ſcoff at his word. What God has determined, is al. 
ways executed; and, ſooner or later, impious and 
profane men will bear the puniſhment due to them; 
as it happened to Ring Jehoiakim, who periſhed mi- 
ſerably, and whoſe carcaſe was thrown irito the 
draught-houſe, as Jeremiah had foretold in the twenty. 
ſecond chapter of this book, 1457.4 


CH AP. XXXVI.. 


ING Zegekiab deſired Feremiah to interceed 

with God for him, and for the Jews, at the 
ume when the Chaldeans made war againſt them; but 
the prophet acquainted him, that although the Chat 
deans had raiſed the ſiege of Jeruſalem; to go and 
fight with the king of Egypt, who was come to his 
aſſiſtance, yet they ſhould- return and take the city, 
After this, Feremiah going out of Feruſalem, was 
ſtopped, and accuſed of deligning to ga over, to the 
Chaldeans; upon which charge, he was very much 
abuſed, and thrown. into a dungeon; but king 25 
dekiah cauſing him ſecretly to be brought before him, 
the prophet foretold to him again, that he ſhould 
fall into the hands of the king of Babylon; and be- 
ſought him not to ſend him back to the dungeon, 


leſt he ſhould die there; whereupon the king * 
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ed chat he ſhould be put in the court of the priſon, and 
ed there during the ſiege of Feruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH ERE, are four obſervations to be made upon 

this chapter: I. That wicked men ſeem ſome- 
times to have recqurle to God in danger, bur that they 
do it not ſincerely, This we may ſee in king Zede- 
tab, who, when he was beſieged, applied to the pro- 
phet for his prayers and counſel ; but did not turn 
from his wat when nor follow the advice which the 
prophet gave him. II. The next conſideration relates 
to what Jeremiah declared to the king, telling him, 
not to depend upon the aſſiſtance of the Zgypiiars, 
nor upon the king of Babylon's raiſing the fiege of 
Jeruſalem ;, but that the city ſhould be certainly taken 
by the Chaldeans, From whence we may learn, that 
it is in vain to truſt in the help of man, when God is 
not on our ſide, and that nothing can hinder the exe- 


cution of his purpoſes. III. We ſee that Feremiab 


was unjuſtly accuſed by the Jews, and was even beaten 
and thrown into a dungeon, and yet did not forbear 
telling the king, that he ſhould be ſubdued by the 
Chaldzans. The miniſters of the Lord have been of- 
ten expoſed to perſecution and injuſtice ; but the fear 
of men never ftops the mouths of thoſe who are ani- 
mated with a true zeal. IV. We are here to take no- 
tice, that God protected Feremiah, and ſoftened the 
heart of Zedekiab towards him, ſo that he not only 
ſaved him from the dungeon he had been thrown into, 
but fed him likewiſe whilſt the ſiege laſted, and the 
tamine prevailed in Jeruſalem. Thus providence ſets 
bounds to the malice of the wicked, delivers the 
righteous, and makes good men tnect with comfort 
and help in the worſt of times. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 


I. HE chief men of Jeruſalem cauſe Jeremigh 
| to be put in a dungeon full.of mire, becauſe 
he continued to foretel the taking of Jeruſalem : But 
an officer, named Ebed-melech, interceeded for him, 
and took him out of the dungeon. II. Jeremiab be- 
ing ſecretly brought before the king, ſtill propheſies, 
that the city ſhould be taken by the Chaldeans, and 
earneſtly exhorts Zedekiah to ſurrender himſelf to them; 
promiſing him, that if he did ſo he and his houſhold 
ſhould ſave their lives, and the «cit ſhould not be 
burnt. The king was almoſt perſuaded ; but had not 
courage to follow the advice of the prophet, who was 
ſent back to priſon, and remained there till the taking 
of Jeruſalem, | 


REFLECTION S. 


T HIS chapter affords us ſeveral very inſtructive 
leſſons. I. The firſt is, that the ſervants of God 

are often perſecuted and ſlandered for diſcharging 
their duty. This Jeremiah experienced, when he 
was accuſed, and impriſoned as a traitor to his king 
and country, becauſe he adviſed the Jews to ſubmit 
to the Chaldeans, II. The deliverance of Jeremial, 
who, by Ebed-melech, was taken out of the dungeon, 
in which he muſt have periſhed, is a proof of the care 
God takes of the righteous when perſecuted ; and 
the piety of Ebed-melech, who had the courage to in- 
terceed for Jeremiah, ſhews, that thoſe who fear God, 
do always what they can in defence of oppreſſed inno- 
cence. We ſhall ſee in the following chapter, that 
the piety of Ebed-melech did not go unrewarded. III. 
The advice Jeremiah gave the king, aſſuring him in 
the moſt poſitive and expreſs manner, that if he ſur- 
rendered to the Chaldezans, no harm ſhould happen 
to 
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to him, and Jeruſalem ſhould not be burnt; but if 
he did not, he would expofe himſelf and that city to 
the greateſt miſeries, clearly proves, that the deſtruc- 
tion of that prince and: of Feryſalem was not ſo deter- 
mined but he might have prevented it. The divine 
threatnings and predictions, and the knowledge God 


fince the evils they are threatned with are brought on 
them by their own fault. Laſtly, Let us above all 
and I cake notice of the behaviour of Zedetiab. That 
em; prince had a regard for Jeremiab, and even wiſhed to 

Flow his advice; he was moved with what the pro- 
t be phet had told bai and almoſt determined to do as 
not BY he adviſed; but his fear of the rulers of the people 
r prevented him. Thus do ſinners act: When God 
eing ſpeaks to them, they are ſometimes affected, there 

are ſtill ſome. remains of good in them, which preſs 

them to their duty; but they are hindered from fol- 
| lowing the dictates of their conſciences, by a falſe 
tive WF ſhame, by the reſpect they have for men; and by 


God WM other the like motives z by which means they let ſlip 


ging WW the favourable opportunity, and after long ſtruggling 
be and reſiſtance, they take the worſt: fide and periſh, 

cing W This was the cauſe of Zedetiab's ruin. The ſcripture 
»mit I remarks, that he humbled not himſelf when Feremial 
nab, ppake unto him in the name of God; and notwith- 
con, WW ſtanding the ſolicitations of the prophet, and the con- 
care viction of his own conſcience, reſolved not to yield to 
and I the Chaldeans. The warnings contained in this ehap- 
) 11- I ter are the laſt that God gave him; and as he neglect- 
50d, i ed to improve them, it was afterwards too late to do 
ano, it, and he drew upon his ſubjects and himſelf the 


- utmoſt miſeries, as We find related in the next wore 
, 1 20 Le. 
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has of futurity, do not deprive men of their liberty; 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


7 E have in this chapter, I. An account of the 
taking of Jeruſalem, and of king Zedekial' 
being carried away to Babylon with the Jews, after 
that Nebuchadnezzar had cauſed his ſons to be (ain 
before him, and put out his eyes. II. We ſee what 
happened to Jeremiab, and the reſpect which the 
Chaldeans had for him. Laſtly, This chapter informs 
us, that Ebed-melech, who had ſaved the prophet's life, 
was himſelf alſo ſaved when 7eruſalem was taken, as 
Jeremiab had promiſed him. 5 
4), neee 
*” HERE are three reflections to be made on this 
chapter. I. That the city of Feruſalem was ta. 
ken, plundered and burnt with the temple, the king's 
houſes, and the houſes of the people; and that the 
Jews were carried to Babylon, as Feremiab and the 
other prophets had threatned. - So remarkable an 
event proves that God, is righteous, that his threat- 
nings are certain, and that after he has a long while 
in yain bore with men, he puniſhes them according to 
their deſerts. ' II. The next reflection, is; that Zedeki- 
ab was taken, that the king of Babylon cauſed him to 
be tried as a traitor, and one that had broken the oath 
of allegiance to him; and that he ſlew his children 
before his face, put out his eyes, and carried him in 
chains to Babylon. What befel that prince, who had 
received ſo many warnings from God, by the prophet 
Jeremiab, ſhews, that they who refuſe to hearken to 
the voice of God, they who are the authors of other 
mens fins, and of public miſeries, and particularly 


perjured perſons, are made at length examples of the 
wrath of God. III. It is to be obſerved, that Jere- 


miah was ſaved at the taking of Feruſalem ; and 
„„ that 
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that Ebed-melech, who had ſaved the life of Jeremiah, 
was alſo himſelf-ſpared, as God had promiſed him, 
becauſe he had put his truſt in him. Theſe two are 
inſtances of the protection which God vouchſafes to 

men in times of calamity, What happened to 
Ebed- melech, ſhews in particular, that thoſe who pro- 
tet the innocent, and take upon them to defend the 
ſervants of God when they are oppreſſed, receive 
the reward of their zeal and piety, | 


ST UH.AT, 


HIS and the following chapters contain the 
hiſtory of what happened to the Jews, whom 
the king of Babylon left in Judea, after the taking of 
Jeruſalem. Feremiab being carried to Ramah in 
chains, with the reſt of the captive Jews, the captain 
of the guard to the king of Babylon gave Feremiab 
his choice, either to go to Babylon, or ſtay in the coun- 
try with the Jews; but the prophet preferred ſtaying 
in Judea, and went to Gedaliab, whom Nebuchadnez- 
aur had appointed governor of that country. Gedali- 
ab exhorts the Jews to ſubmit themſelves to the Babylo- 
nan, and aſſures them, they might remain in their 
land with ſafety, This governor is warned, that - 
nael and the king of the Ammonites had entered into 
aconſpiracy againſt him, but he would not believe it. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE remarks we are to make on this chapter are, 
I. That the CBaldeans had a particular regard for 
Jeremiah when Feruſalem was taken; and that while 
the Jews were in chains, and carried away captives, 
the prophet was ſet at liberty. This was a reward of 
his zeal and integrity, and is a proof 'of God's care 
of thoſe that fear him. II. We here ſee Jeremiab's 
piety, and attachment to his own country and —_— 
S 


* 
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He chofe rather to ſtay in Judra with the Jews who 
remained there, than to go to Babylon, where he might 
have ſhared in the favour and kindneſs of Nebuchag. 
near. Thus ſhould we always prefer our duty, and 
the edification of our brethren, before all worldly ad. 
vantages. III. From the account given in this chap. 
ter it appears, that the Jews might, if they would, 
have lived ſecurely in their-own country, under Geda- 
lah, by ſubmitting themſelves to the Chaldeans; and 
even that God ſent them that year a plentiful harveſt, 
This was a mark of God's goodneſs towards that peo. 
ple; and ſhews, that we ought to ſubmit to, and 
continue in that condition which God is pleaſed to al. 
lotus; and that he is always ready to do good to thoſe 
who ſubmit to the diſpenſations of his providence, 
Laſtly, The conduct of Gedaliab is worthy of our at. 
tention. When notice was given him of the conſpira- 
cy which J/mael, a prince of the royal family of 
Judah, had formed againſt him, he would not be- 
heve it, nor ſuffer them to take away his life. In 
this he acted like an honeſt man. Good men do not 
eaſily give credit to tale-bearers ; and as they act with 
candour, and are incapable of doing an ill action, 
they do not judge others capable of it, nor ever make 
uſe of treachery, or other unlawful means to ſe- 
cure themſelves. 1 7% Yell % b, 


CHAP. XLII. 


SHMA EL treacherouſlly kills Gedaliab, the go- 
vernor of Judea, and the Chaldeans that wete 
with him. The next day he ſlew threeſcore and ten 
Jews, who were going to pray and offer their: gifts 
upon the ruins of the temple; and he took priſoners 
all the Jews that were at Miggab, to carry them t0 
the - Ammonites ; but Johanan delivered them, and 
forced Jfhmgel to fly. After which, the Jews fearing 
211 | (02 
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that the Chaldeans would revenge the death of Ge- 


daliab, whom Jſhmael had ſlain, formed the deſign 


of retiring into E . 
REzFrLzecTioNns. 
T HE death of Gedaliab, and of the Jews who 
were aſſaſſinated by mae! and the other con- 
ſpirators, is an inſtanceof baſe and deteſtable treachery 
which ſhews, that among the Jews who remained in 
Judea there were ſome exceeding wicked. How- 
ever, it appears from whit is here ſaid of the four- 
ſcore men, who were going to pray at-the ruins of the 
temple, that there were likewiſe ſome pious and zea- 
Jous perſons among the remnant of that nation. What 
befel them, ſhews, that God permits ſometimes the 
innocent to be oppreſſed, to bring about the wiſe ends 
of his providence. However, God did not ſuffer 
the traitor Hmael, and his accomplices, to ſucceed 
in the deſign they had formed of making themſelves 
maſters of the Jews: 1þmael did not long enjoy the 
fruit of his crimes; but God ſet bounds to his wick- 
edneſs, by the means of Jobanan, who put 1/maet 
to flight, and delivered the people. If God ſuffers 
wicked men, in ſome meaſure, to ſucceed in their 
evil purpoſes, he likewiſe puts a ſtop to them, and 


does not always ſuffer them to bring about their un- 


juſt ſchemes. 
CHAP. XLII. 


T\HE Jews, who remained in Fudea after the- 
taking of 7eruſalem, conſult with Feremiah 


about the deſign they had formed of retiring into E- 

Oel, and promiſe with an oath to do as he ſhould di- 

rect them. The prophet orders them to ſtay in the 

land, and to ſubmit themſelves to the Chaldeans, pro- 

* * ſecurity if they did ſo, and threatning 
VOL, II. L 


them, 


n 
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them, that if they went into Egypt, they ſhould there 
periſh miſerably, and never ſee their own country 
again, 23 8 
REFLECTIONS, 


T HIS chapter preſents us with two reflections: 
= I. That the Jews aſked counſel of the Lord by 
Feremiah, whether they ſhould go into Zgypr, and 
promiſed with an oath to obey the commandment of 
the Lord, which, nevertheleſs, they did not do, 
Thus men ſeem ſometimes ſincerely to defire to know 
the will of God, and refolved to obey it, and yet 
follow their own will, and break their promiſes, But 
to conſult God is of no uſe, if we will not do what 
he commands us. II. God ordered the Jews to ſtay 
in Judea, and promiſed them that they ſhould be 
there in peace; whereas, if they went into Egypt, 
thinking to eſcape the reſentment of the -Cbaldzanz, 
and war and famine, the divine vengeance would 
purſue them there, and they ſhould periſh by thoſe 
very ſcourges which they thought to avoid, This 
was the effect of the great goodneſs of God, who 
was willing to -preſerve them in their own country, 
and ſecure them from the miſeries that were coming 
ſhortly upon the Egyptians, God, in his'dealings with 
men, affords them ſufficient means of happinels, and 
forewarns them of the dangers that threaten them. If 
we follow his directions, we are always ſecure ; but if 
we reject them, and prefer-the maxims of human pru- 
dence before the way which God has revealed, we fall 
inevitably into miſery, Laſtly, It is to be obſerved, 
that notwithſtanding all that Feremiah declared to the 
Jews, they were obſtinately bent upon going into 
Z9ypt; and as the prophet reproached them for it, 
they deceitfully deſited him to conſult the Lord for 
them. Strange infidelity and rebellion! The Jews 
think themſelves ſecure in their own country, on 

| e 


mah t 
nounce 
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the prophets .threaten them with divine jud ts z 
and die themſelves in the utmoſt danger, w When % 

remiab aſſures, them they have nothing to fear. Thus 
men believe neither God's promiſes nor threatnings z 
and by that means ſtop the current of his mercies to- 
wards them, and expoſe. themſelves to his ſevereſt 


vengeance, 


C H A b. XIAn. 


H E Jews oppoſe Jeremiab, who commanded 

them; in God's name, to remain in their own 
country; and they go into Egypt, carrying with them 
Jeremiah and Baruch, When the prophet was at 
Jabpanbes in Egypt, he foretold that Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon ſhould deſtroy the Zgyprians, 
and their idol temples, and the —_ who had retired 
into tler country. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I the 8 of the Jews, we have an inſtance 
of great ĩimpiety, joined to the moſt notorious hy- 
pocriſy. They had promiſed with an oath to follow 
the advice of the prophet ; but becauſe his counſel 
was not agreeable to their inclinations, they went 
down into Zgypt ; and even accuſed the prophet of 
ſpeaking falſly in the name of the Lord, and deſir- 
ng to deliver them into the hands of the Chaldeans. 
— Jews repreſent thoſe, who upon ſome occa- 
lions expreſs their Zeal and good intentions; but for- 
get their promiſes, and rejeẽt the moſt wholſome 
counſels, when they thwart their paſſions, and 
what they haye ſecretly purpoſed; till at length they 
proceed to open rebellion, and caſt off all reſtraint. 
However, it is remarkable, that God ſuffered Jere- 
mab to be carried to Egypt, that he might there de- 
nounce the ruin of the Egyptians, as well as of the 
| Z 2 Jews, 
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Jews, who had put their truſt in them. Whetever im 
the wicked are, the hand of God finds them out; I bad 
and thoſe who think to avoid, by diſobeying him, the I Nee 
evils they dread, and to that end make uſe of un- Gor 
lawful means, by thoſe very means fall into the evils {MW bar 
— thought to ſhun, and are confounded in their ther 
_ | ; 
CHAP. XL. Jen 
N this prophecy, which Jeremiah pronounced in _ 
Egypt againſt the Jews that were fled thither, the IM 27 
prophet reproaches them for continuing in their ido- 
latry and rebellion againſt God, after all the miſeries {MW Pn 
that had befallen them; and declares, that vengeance 
ſhould purſue them in the country whither they wer 
fied, But the Jews haughtily replied, that they were 
reſolved to ſacrifice to idols, and to the queen of 
heaven, that is, the Moon; which made FJeremiab 
inform them, that God would root them out all, 
except a ſmall number; and the king of Egypt ſhould 
be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon, 
This chapter deſerves a particular attention. 


 ReFLECTIONS.. 


T7 HERE are ſeveral very important reflection 
to be made upon this chapter : We ſee, that the 
Jews that werein Egypt, were not ſubdued nor hum- bk 
bled by the deſolation of their country, and ſo ob- 10 
ſtinately continued in their ſins, that they hearkrei of t 
not to what Jeremiab had ſpoken to them in the thei: 

name of the Lord. They even proceed to ſuch ex- 

ceſs of rage and impiety, as to tell him, that ſince 
they had left off ſacrificing to, idols, they had met a 
with nothing but misfortunes ; that this had brougjit | 
upon them war and famine ; and therefore they wer 
reſolved to continue to worſhip falſe gods. This! 
an example of deſperate wickedneſs, and moſt horte 
2 impiet), 
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impiety, eſpecially in a le that knew God, and 
had lately felt the weight of his judgments for falling 
into idolatry. But when men have once forſaken 
God, they grow continually worſe and worſe, and fo 
hardned, that adverſity itſelf cannot tame them ; and 
therefore God, ſeeing they are incorrigible, forſakes 
them utterly. Thus it happened to thoſe unhappy 
Jews who retired into Egypt; they were deſtroyed 
with the Egyptians, by war and famine; as Jeremiah 
and the other prophets had foretold; Nebuchadnez- 
zar conquered the king of Egypt; and the Jews, 
who thought to find a refuge in that king's dominions, 
periſhed there in a miſerable manner. 
C HAP. XLV. 

HE Lord comforts Baruch, who lamented for 

the hardneſs of the Jews; and promiſes to take 
care of him, when the city of Feruſalem ſhould be 
taken by the Chaldeans, This ſhould be referred to 


the time preceeding the deſtruction of that city, and 
to the thirty ſixth chapter of this book, | 


REFLECTIONS. 12 


WH AT is here to be obſerved is, that the ſer- 

vants of God ought not to abandon themſelves 
to too much ſorrow, nor be diſcouraged, when their 
miniſtry is rejected; but always diſcharge the duties 
of their calling, in full aſſurance that God will be 
lncir protecting, 11% © / 


/ CHAP. XLVI. 


EREMIAH fortels, that the Egyptians ſhould 
be twice defeated by the Babylonians ; firſt at Car- 
chemiſh on the river Euphrates, where Pharaoh Ne- 
co was conquered ; and then afterwards in Egypt it- 


Z 3 ſelf, 
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ſelf, where Nebuchdadnezzar carried war and deſola. 
tion, in the time of Pharaoh Hopbrab. Feremiab alſo 
foretels that the Jews ſhould return from the captivi- 
ty. Theſe predictions were made before the deſtruc. 
tion of Feruſalem. bs 
REFLECTIONS. . 
HE predictions contained in this chapter were 
exactly accompliſhed ; Nebuchadnezzar having 
twice defeated the Egyptians ; once near the river Eu- 
Phrates, in the reign of Jeboiatim king of Fudab; and 
the next, when he marched into Egypt, and ſubdued 
it, and carried the inhabitants into captivity, after he 
had taken the city of Tyre, which happened after the 
taking of Jeruſalem. By this means God was pleaſed 
to puniſh the Egyptians, and at the ſame time to 
chaſtiſe thoſe Jews who took ſheker in that country, 
contrary to the command of God, ſinte a great 
number of Jews periſhed in that war. However, it 
muſt be obſerved, the prophet foretels, that after 
this Egypt ſhould be inhabited g and indeed; the E: 
gypticns did return into their own country, as Eze+ 
Kiel expreſly declares. Laſtly, We here fee, that 
God comforts the Jews, promiſing to reſtore them, 
and deſtroy the nations who, had oppreſſed them. 
att all the 


- 


Thus we fee that God, amidft 
revolutions that happen in the world, is ever the pres 
ſerver and protector of his church, |, 


Tr. 
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 EREMIAH forctels; that the Babylonians ſhould 

J ſubdue the Philiſtines, Tyrians, and Eidonians. 
OTE ETSY SORTING 
T HE Pbiliſtinot, as well as the Jyrians and Zido- 
niaus were conquered and ſubdued by Nevu- 

9] . chaduczzar; 


— 


changes and 
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chadnezzar , God having determined to puniſh them 
for the injuries done to the Jews. 


c HAP. XLVIIL, 


EREMIAH denounces the woes that were to 

fall on the Moabites. He foretels, that Nebo, 
Kirjathhaim, and Heſhbon, and'other cities here men- 
r £497 ſhould be deſtroyed, and they carried into 
captivity 3 but that they ſhould be reſtored. 


' REFLECTIONS. 


TH I'S chapter contains a very particular detail of 

Tit calamities that were to come upon the Mo- 
abites in all their cities, and throughout their whole 
country; which is exactly conformable to what the 
prophet Jaiab had foretold before, as we read in the 
15th and 16th chapters of his prophecy. All this 
was fulfilled ſoon after the taking of Jeruſalem, when 
the Chaldeans came and ravaged that country. TI 
learn from this chapter, that their idolatry, their 1 
ſufferable pride, and the inſults they had offered to 


the Jews, drew upon them the leyere effects of the 


divine vengeance, _ 


CHAP. XLIX. 


HE prophet denounces the judgments of God 
againft the Ammonites, the Edomiles, the H- 
rians, the Arabians, and the Elamites. 


REFLECTIONS. 


IN this chapter we fee, that when Jeruſalem was 
aſſaulted and taken by the \Chaldeans, and the 
Jews carried into captivity, God poured out his judg- 
ments upon the nations here mentioned. - God treated 
them thus, becauſe they had very much injured his 
people; and to convince thoſe idolatrous nations, 
Z 4 that 


that the God whom the Jews worſhipped was the MW bein 
only true God, and the ſupreme Lord of all things, MW had 
And that it might be paſt doubt he was the diſpenſe; MW the 
of all theſe events, he was pleaſed his prophets ſhould Ml theſc 
foretel them beforehand, and commit their predicti. ledg 
ons to writing; and the exact completion of theſe I at t 


prophecies prove the divine authority of them. ore 
i 6 | \ 6 * . . „ N * & » * 90 * * 4 4 | * to 5 
n then 
* * * 3 % they 


HIS chapter declares, that the idols of Bajy. MW 4:91 

lon, whoſe names were Bel and Merodach, | 
ſhould be deſtroyed ; and that the Babylonians ſhould 
be deſtroyed by the Medes and Perſians, after they 
had oppreſſed the Jews and other nations mentioned 
in the foregoing chapters; and that then the Jens 
would be ſet at liberty, and return into their own 
country. © e AY Ry OR TY 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS prophecy foretels two conſiderable events; MW Jew: 

the deſtruction of the Babylonians, and the de- with 
liverance of the Jews. As to the firſt of theſe events, MW to S: 
It is to be obſerved, that after God had chaſtiſed the MW was 
Jews, the Egyptians, and other nations, whoſe ruin WW his 1 
Jeremiab had foretold, by means of the king of rivec 
Babylon; the Babylonians themſelves were puniſhed © it to 
in their turn, and fell under the dominion of the there 
Medes and Perſians. God thought fit it ſhould FW that 
happen, as Jeremiah foretold it would, to prove that i 
the gods of the Babylonians were but falſe gods, to 


confound their pride, and to puniſh them for their T 
injuſtice and tyranny, and particularly for reviling 

the true God, deſtroying his temple, aboliſhing his an e: 
worſhip, and oppreſſing his people. The other event I the 
taken notice of in this prophecy, is the deli verance of ever 
the Jews, which happened at the ſame time ; = by t 
, ing a 


\ 
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being ſet at liberty by Cyrus king of Perſia, after he 
had taken Babylon, and were afterwards protected by 
the ſucceſſors of that prince. In the completion of 
theſe two predictions of Jeremiah, let us acknow- 
ledge the truth and divinity of theſe prophecies, and 
at the ſame time the power of God, his juſtice and 
love to his people. Laſtly, God revealed theſe things 
to Jeremiah, and would have the Jews informed of 
them, in order to ſupport and comfort them when 
they were. going to fall into the hands of the Chal- 


deans 2 
CHAP. IL 


TV HE prophet continues to foretel the deſtruction 
of Babylon, and the Babyloniſh empire. He 
fays, that after God had chaſtiſed ſeveral nations, and 
eſpecially the Jews, by means of the king of Babylon, 
that city ſhould be taken; that the Baby/oni/h monar- 
chy ſhould be deſtroyed ; and that then the captive 
Jews ſhould be ſet at liberty, and return to Jeruſalem 
with joy. This prophecy Jeremiah gave in writing 
to Seraiah, one of Zedekiah's principal officers, . who 
was going to Babylon with a meſſage from the king 
his maſter ; he ordered him to read it as ſoon as he ar- 
rived there, and when he had done reading it, to faſten 
it to a ſtone, and throw it into the river Zuphrates ; 
thereby to expreſs the certainty of the deſtruction of 
that city. * 1. A 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS very remarkable prophecy, which was ful- 
filled threeſcore years after it was firſt made, is 

an exact prediction of the taking of Babylon, and of 
the ſeveral circumſtances attending that memorable 
event. Jeremiah ſays, that great city would be taken 
by the Medes and Perſians after a long ſiege; that 
| / | thouglx 
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though the inhabitants of Babylon thought themſelves 
ſecure in the ſtrength of their city, and the advantage 
of theit ſituation, Face | it was ſurrounded by the wa. 
ters of the rivi Eupbrates ; yet the enemies ſhould TY 
ter in, after they had Et the courle of that river, 
and dried up the other waters that were about the City, 
He adds, chat the king of Babylon ſhould not hear the 
news, till the enemies ad entered the City at one end; 
and that this ſhould come upon him, when he was in 
he height of joy, and feaſting with the nobles of his 
kingdom. He ſays, that the high and lofty walls of 
a city ſhould be broken down, and no remains be 
left of its former grandeur. All this perfectly agrees 
with what Daniel and other hiſtorians inform us con- 
cerning the taking of that great city, and the end of 
the Babyloniſh empire. When Jeremiah and the other 
pope phets foretold theſe things, the Babylonians were 
the height of their power and glory; they carried 
their conqueſts on every ſide, and made all ſubmit to 
their dominion; they were even then upon the very 
point of deſtropitig the Jews, and laying Jeruſalen 
waſte; and yet che prophets declared that the Baby 
niaus themſelves ſhould be made deſolate, and their 
city taken, burnt and utterly overthrown, by princes 
who ſhould ſet the Jews at liberty, and cauſe Jeruſe 
lem” to be rebuilt. There is fack a character of ma- 
jeſty in all this, as evidently proves the divine original 
of theſe prophecies, God thought fit theſe prediction 
ſhould be read in Babylon, for the confolation of the 
Jews that were already there, and of thoſe that were 
in a few years to be carried thither; and to teach them 
that this revolution, ſo fatal to the Babylonigns, 
would be very advantageous to the Jewiſh nation, 
Which would in, be * at liberty. | | 
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, EE i 7 
H1S 3; an account of the deſtriiGion of Jeru- 
ſalem, which, after a long fiege was tak dh b 
the king of Babylon, The city and temple we 

burnt z and Zedekiah and the princes, of Feri ſalem 
aken, and cartied to Babylon with the people. The 
fame” hiſtory. we read in the '25th chapter of the ſe- 
rond book of Kings. With this hiſtory ends the book 
of the prophet Jeremia. * 


REertncnrions. DIY 
THIS kiftory offers to our conſideration one of the 

moſt remarkable events that ever pappened, 
which is the taking of Feruſalem by the Chaldeans. 
This city, after it Had held ont a Tong ſiege, and en- 
dured a ſevere farrime, was taken by aſſault, burnt 
and utterly deſtroyed. The temple itſelf was involved 
in this general deſtruction; and God, who had put 
lis name there, and ſet that place apart for his wor- 
ſhip, permitted the Batylonians to profane and burn it, 
after they had ſtript it of every thing that was moſt va- 
luable ; ſo that that holy place remained deſolate, and 
the divine ſervice entirely ceaſed to be performed in it. 
By which God revenged on the Jews the profanation 
of the temple, and ſhewed likewiſe, that the ſervice 
which had been there eſtabliſhed was not always to 
ubliſt. King Zedetiab was put in chains and carried 
to Babylon, having his own eyes put out, after he had 
ſen his ſons lain in his preſence. This was a judgment 
of God upon that king, who, by his perjury and re- 
bellion againſt the king of Babylon, and by his obſtina- 
, had brought all theſe miſeries upon his dominions. 
The prieſts and the rulers were alſo put to death, as the 


prophet had threatned them, and as they deſerved, 
£1 | lince, 
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ſince, inſtead of faithfully diſcharging their duty, they 
had ſeduced the people into all manner of wickedneg,, 
Laſtly, The people were not ſpared ; almoſt all the 
Jews periſned by the famine or by the ſword ; and of 
thoſe who eſcaped the rage of the Babylonians, ſome 
were carried into captivity, and others remained in 
Fugea,. in a very low and wretched condition. Thu 
God accompliſhed: the many threatnings he had de. 


nounced againſt the Jews by his prophets, and ſhey. 


ed, that thoſe who perſiſt in offending him, become 
at length examples of his juſtice ; and that even his 
covenant does not ſecure them from his judgment, 
However, it is worth notice, that the king of Bah. 
lon treated 7ebotakim king of Fudab very kindly, who 
had been captive for a long time in that city: This 
was an inſtance of the goodneſs of God towards the 
captive Jews, and a preparing the way for their re, 
turn into their own country, which came to paſs, af. 
ter the ſeyenty years of their captivity were elapſed, 


The end of the Book of the Prophet JEREMIAH 
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ARGUMENT. 
This book ok the lamentations aud complaints 


which the prophet Jeremiah pronounced upon the deſo- 
lation of Jeruſalem, when that city was taken by tbe, 


Chaldeans, and together with the temple burnt and 


deſtroyed, and the Fews carried away captives to Ba- 
bylon, 3” 4+ & 142 A 
5 CH AP. I. 

I, HE prophet complains that Zeru/alem, 
which was once in ſo flouriſhing a condi- 
tion, 'was laid waſte, the people carried 

into captivity, and the divine ſervice aboliſhed. II. 

He confeſſes, that all theſe Wiſeries happened to the 

Jews, becauſe of their rebellion againſt God. III. 


He beſeeches him to have compaſſion on them, and 
to reſtrain the malice of their enemies. 


RerLiecTIONS after reading the chapter. 


J. * H E deſtruction of Feruſalem affords us a 
woful inſtance of divine juſtice. The ſeverity 

of this juſtice appears, not only in the city's 1 
| taken, 


| 
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taken, and the people expoſed to the fury of their ene. God 
mies, and carried into captivity z but more eſpecially I had 

in the burning of the temple, and the ſuppreſſion of Ml Thi 
the divine ſeryice. After ſueh an example as this, no theſe 
one can doubt but God will ſeverely revenge the con- It is 

tempt men offer to his covenant, his worſhip, and the ¶ redu 
invitations of his mercy, II, As Jeremiah lamented Ml yere 
ang bewailed this deſolatien, ſo all thoſę who love God MM fortu 
are moſt ſenſibly afflicted, wheu they ſet men provoke Ml had 
God by their ſins, and his church expoſed to ſuffering, I altar: 
And, as the prophet owns, that all the calamities that MW The 

befel the Jews were the juſt puniſhment of their ſins; Ml if G 
we ought likewiſe to adore the righteouſneſs of God, ¶ peop 
in all the evils chat happen. to us, and receive them as IM affic 
chaſtiſements which we have brought upon ourſelves, MW ly, n 
Laſtly, In imitation of Zeremiab, we muſt zealouſly Wl ſhoul 
implore God's mercy, when he is provoked againſt MW to ſu 
us; and above all, pray fervently for the peace and I only 


deliverance of the church. 
rr 


ERE MIA H continues to bewail the deſolation 
of Jeruſalem, of the temple; of F4dea, and d 
the whole Jewiſh nation. He gives a moſt affecting 


N 


re 


deſcription of their miſeries, and implores God's mere). Wot the 
a SENT ” FR. 3 5 TT”. kdges 
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* a 4 3 W. , o me 
T HIS chapter engages us to make three reflece Hand e 
tions. I. The firit relates to the miſeries that be- {/ns, : 
fel the Jews in the loſs of all their privileges, and of Neeſcrif 
the divine protection; in the deſtruction of their city Nplores 
and temple, and in the evils they endured, through Niels th 
war, famine and captivity. In all theſe melancholy Weacmi, 
events, Zercmish acknowledges the juſt Jones 1 
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ne. Cod on that people, who had abuſed the favours he 
ally nad conferred on them with: ſo bountifub a hand. 
of MW This the prophet had threatned the Jews with; and 
-no Wl theſe things Moſes had foretold would befal them, II. 
on- It is to be obſerved, that though the Babyloniaxs had 
the Wl teduced the Jews to that deplorable condition they 
ted Ml were then in, yet the prophet attributes all theſe miſ- 
Zed fortunes to God; and ſays, it was Ged himſelf who 
oke had caſt off his people, and delivered his temple, his 
193, altars and his city, into the hands of the idolaters. 
that The enemies of the Jews could not have hurt them, 
ns; if God had not withdrawn his protection from the 
od, people which he had choſen. God is the diſpenſer of 
n as Wl aflictions to mankind ; but in his church, particular- 


ves, ly, nothing happens without his will. Laſtly, We 


uſly Wl ſhould conſider, that when God thus expoſes his church 
inſt Wl to ſufferings, he does not deſign to deſtroy it, but 
and MW only to reform and purify it by his corrections. We 


ſhould paſs the ſame judgment on all the evils that be- 


o 


tal men in this lite. 


3 GRAB; lad 3 
ho | 1 - 4-4 ; \ 
- this chapter, which has three parts, I. Jeremiab 
repreſents, by ſeveral figures, the deplorable ſtate 


edges the love of God in puniſhing his people, and 
takes occaſion to ſhew, that afflictions are n ry 
o men; that God, in ſtrict juſtice, diſpenſes good 
and evil; and he exhorts the Jews to confeſs theit 
Ins, and to be converted. Laſtly, He reſumes his 


plores the aſſiſtance of God in their behalf, and fore- 


els the deſtruction of the Babylonians,. and their other 
Jaemies. Fg | 


REFLEc. 


of the Jews. II. He comtorts himſelf, and acknow- 


deſcription of the miſerable ſtate of the Jews, im- 
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eo RERTLIECOTI ON Ss. N 
HIS chapter is very proper for the inſttaion 
and comfort of perſons in' affliftion.' In it we 
learn, I. That God expoſes men to various evils; 
that he puniſhes them ſometimes with great ſeverity, 
and reduces them to ſuch a condition, that he feems 
to have quite forſaken them, and left them without 
hope of remedy. II. Jeremiah teaches us, that God 
does not willingly afflict them; but does it with juſ- 
tice, and even with merey; and that when he chaſ.- 
tiſes men, he does not caſt them off utterly, but only 
propoſes to bring them back to himſelf. Jeremiab 
tells us hereupon, that afflictions are very uſeful and 
neceſſary for us; that it is good for a man to bear the 
yoke in his youth; that it is by ſufferings we learn to 
ſeek God; and that then too it is that God draws nigh 
to us, ſince he 'is always gracious to thoſe who ho 
in him, and to the ſoul that ſeeketh him, IH, IT 
The prophet teaches us again, that good and evil pro- 
ceed from the commands of the moſt high; and that 
nothing is done here below, but by his will. He in- 
ſtructs us in the duty of perſons in affliftion, ſaying, 
that man ought not to complain for the puniſhment of 
bis fins ; but he ought to ſearch and try bis ways, and 
lift up his beart and hands to God; confeſſing and for- 
ſaking his ſins. Laſtly, Jeremiah aſſures us, that 
God is appeaſed towards thoſe who humble themſelves 
thus under affliction, and improve under his rod. This 
doctrine ſhould be well underſtood and remembred, 
to 5 uſed at all. times, particularly in the time of ad- 
Vetlity. 7 pe 2 0 


A 


HAP. v. 


N this chapter, which conſiſts of three patts, J. 
Jeremiab deſcribes the terrible judgments of God 
c 5 upon 
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the Jews, and compares the happy ſtate the 
— before their ruin, with the deplorable — 
tion they were then in. II. He ſays, that their rebel · 
lion, and chiefly the ſins of the prieſts and the pro- 
phets, had brought all theſe mi ſeries upon them. III. 
He propheſies, that God would deliver his people, 
and denounces the divine wrath againſt their enemies, 
and particularly againſt the Edomites. Pat 7 
012. "Reri'tecrTrons 

WE are to conſider in this chapter, I. The great 

change that happened in the condition of the 
Jews, who from a proſperous ſtate were reduced to 
the greateſt miſery, being deprived of all the'advan- 
tages they enjoyed, and overwhelmed with all ima- 
ginable eyils ; for God poured out upon them all the 
fierceneſs of his wrath, Thus we ſee, how thoſe who 
have been the moſt fayoured of God, feel his ſevereſt 
vengeance. when they abuſe his mercies, II. Jere- 
miab fays, that all theſe miſeries came upen the Jews 
for their ſins, and particularly for the ſins of the pro- 
phets, and the iniquities of their prieſts. Theſe re- 
markable words ſhew, that one thing which moſt 
provokes the wrath of God, is the impiety of perſons 
of a publick character, and eſpecially of the mi- 
niſters of religion, becauſe their depravity is com- 
monly followed by the corruption of the people. III. 
The threatnings here denounced by the prophet againſt 
the Edomites, were occaſioned by their rejoicing at 
the ruin of the Jews, and even contributing towards 
it. From whence it appears, that if thoſe whom God 
loves are not ſpared, the wicked and ungodly have no 
reaſon to flatter themſelves they ſhall eſcape unpuniſhed. 


CHAF. Vs 


HIS chapter is a prayer, in which Jeremiah iꝑ- 
treats the Lord to have compaſſion upon Je u- 
Vol. II. . ſalem 
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ſalem and the Jews; he repreſents the greatneſs of 
their deſolation, confeſſes that they were juſtly pun. 
iſhed for the ſins of their fathers,” and earneſtly. begs 


former ſtate, 
REFLECTIONS. _ 


I. HE fervent zeal, with which the prophet be- 
| ſeeches the Lord to have compaſſion on his 
people, ſhould excite. us. at all times to pray earneſtly 
for the proſperity of the church, and the ſupply of all 
its wants, whether it be expoſed to ſufferings, or vice 
and impiety make cruel havock in it. II. Theſe words 
of the prophet ſhould be taken particular notice of; 
Our fathers have ſinned, and are not; and we bave 
borne their iniguities. We muſt not imagine, that 
God, who is juſt and good, puniſhes children, ſo as 
to exclude them from his mercy, for the fins which 
their fathers have committed ; but it often happens, 
that God, to chaſtiſe the fathers, and for the good of 
the children themſelves, expoſes them in this life to 
the calamities which their fathers, by their ſins, have 
brought upon them. This the captive” Jews at Ba- 
bylon experienced; and this God had threatned them 
with, when he ſays in the law, that he would puniſh 
the iniquities- of the fathers upon the children, to the 
third and fourth generation; as we daily fee it hap- 
E in the courſe of his providence. Laſtly, The 

umble and earneſt prayer which Feremiab made to 
God to reſtore the Jewiſh nation, ſhews, that when 
God corrects us, and uſes us with the greateſt ſeverity, 
we ſhould have recourſe to him by a ſerious repen- 
tance, and implore his mercy; which is the only 
way to procure a renewal of his favours. 


The End of the book of LAMENTATIONS. 


of God to reſtore Feruſalem and his people to thei 


THE 


* 


"RCs - T HE 
NO 
1 Of che PROPHET | 


— 0. A „ E 


— 1 — — 


ARGUMENT. 


Ezekiel prophefied in Chaldea, where be was with the 
Jews who had been carried thither with king Je- 
holakim, about eleven years before the deſtriiftion 
of Jeruſalem. He propheſied from the fifth year of 
the captivity, for the ſpace of about twenty years ; 
while Jeremiah at Jeruſalem was foretelling the 
ſame things. Ezekiel was ſent by God to inſtrułt 
and exbort the Jews that were in Chaldea, and to 
foretel the deſolation that was to come upon the Jews 
who were ſtill in Judea, tbe taking of Jeruſalem, 
the ruin of ſeveral nations, the deliverance of the 
captive Jews, ihe coming of the Meſſiah, the calling 
7 the 2 and the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom 
of God. | £5 rs 


CHAP. 1, 


PEKIEL relates, I. The time and place 

where. God called him, II, A viſion which 
he aw. | 

| Aa2 REFLEC- 


ec -r 
. 


' 


EZEKIEL, 


RzFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


HERE are two things that here require our at- 

tention, namely, the calling of Zzekiel, and the 
viſion he received from God. I. The calling of the 
prophet, and the command he received from God 
to declare the things contained in this book, engage 
us to hearken to it with attention and reſpect. II. The 
magnificent viſion of the four living creatures, and of 
the four wheels, which Ezekiel ſaw; was a repreſen- 
tation of God's glory, which tended to convince the 
prophet, that God had a unto him. It ſig- 
nified likewiſe that God is every where preſent; that 
his knowledge and power are infinite; that he go- 
verns all things by his providence; and as it was by 
his will Feruſalem was deſtroyed, ſo he would change 
its condition, and bring the Jews again from their 
captivity, in a way known only to himſelf, 
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CHAP. II. 


1. OD commands Ezekiel to ſpeak to the Jews, 

and to reproach them for their ingratitude. 
II. He ſhews him a roll, or a book, filled with 
curſes, K 


'RxFLlLECTIONS. 


THE order Ezekiel received from God to ſpeak 
to the Jews, and to tell them boldly and with- 
out fear all that he ſhould command him to declare 
unto them, ſhews, that thoſe who are ſent by God 
ought to diſcharge their commiſſion with zeal, with- 
out fearing the malice of men; and always to declare 
the will of the Lord, whether they will bear, er 
whether they will forbear. It appears likewiſe from 
hence, that thoſe who are warned, are inexcuſable it 
they neglect to improve by it. The viſion of that 


p, 


\ 


C HAP. II, III. 
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book, which was filled with lamentations and woes, 
ſignified, that the curſes which God had denounced 
againſt the Jews by Moſes and the prophets, were go- 


ing to fall heavy upon them; and that they would 
ſoon be reduced to a moſt deplorable condition. 


CHAP. III. 


J. OD orders Ezekiel to eat a roll, or a book; 
which ſignified, that he was to hearken to 
the word of the Lord, and write it in his own heart ; 
that he ſhould execute the command he received, 
to ſpeak to the Jews in Chaldea, and not to fear them, 
though they ſhould be obſtinate in their ſins: This 
viſion, which the prophet had already ſeen, was repeat- 
ed. II. Ezekiel goes to the Jews that were at Tei- 
abib, where God inſtructs him again in the duties of 
his office, confirms him in his calling by a viſion 
which he had before ſhewn him; and warns him a- 
gain of the obſtinacy and perverſeneſs of the Jews. 
REFLECTIONS. 
J. 3 HE firſt thing to be obſerved on this chapter 
is, that God tells the prophet, he ſent him not 
to ſtrange nations, but to the Jews; and that never- 
the leſs they would not hear him. God is ſo kind as to 
prevent men by his grace, and make himſelf known 
to them; but they who ought to be moſt attentive. 
to his voice, and have received the greateſt favours 
from him, are often the moſt hardned in iniquity. II. 
It is to be conſidered, that although God knew the 
obſtinacy of the Jews, he was pleaſed nevertheleſs to 
lend Ezekiel to exhort them: by which we ſee, on 
one hand, that God warns even thoſe who are moſt 
corrupt; and that if they do not make a right uſe of 
it, he will puniſh them with juſtice; and, on the 


other hand, that the proſpect, or fear of ill ſucceſs, 
1 ſhould 
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ſhould not prevent the. miniſters of the Lord from 
diſcharging their duty, III. The promiſes God made 
Ezekiel to aſſiſt him, ought to fill with confidence all 
thoſe who walk faithfully in the duties of their call  .. 
eing. TV. Let us above all obſerve, that when God * 
a ſecond time cauſed Ezekiel to behold his glory, he 705 
moſt expreſsly charged him to warn the Jews from 11 
him; telling him, that he appointed him as a watch- — 
man over them; that if he warned not the wicked, 
and even the righteous, who had turned away from 
their righteouſneſs, they ſhould die in their ſins, but 
that he ſhould be accountable for their loſs; whereas ruſe 
if he faithfully warned them, he ſhould deliver his owa C5 
ſoul. This ſhews with what zeal thoſe who watch — 
over the ſouls of men, and are to give an account, 
ought to diſcharge their miniſtry, and to warn ſinners, 
and even good men, if they would not be reſponſible 
before God for their fouls, ſhould they periſh through 
their fault. This teaches us likewiſe, that thoſe who 
are warned, and do not beware, are without excuſe, 


CHAP. IV. 


N this chapter we have a figurative and prophe- 


tical deſcriptjon of the ſiege of Feruſalem, and o 
the famine that would be in that city during the ſiege. 


REFLECTIONS. 


ON this chapter let it be remarked, that God for- 
merly repreſented by viſions and ſenſible images, 

what he thought fit to reveal to the prophets ; and that 
they likewiſe uſed ta repreſent, by the ſame images 
and extraordinary actions, what was to come to paſs, 
The 390 days, in which Ezekiel lay on his left ſide, 
ſignified that Feruſalem ſhould be beſieged ſo many 
days; and theſe 390 days anſwered to the 390 years, 
which pafſed between the time that idolatry was in- 
troduced 


Cair W. v. 
troduced by Jeroboam, and the taking of Jeruſalem. 


The forty. days that the prophet lay on his right ſide, 
denoted,. that from 'the taking of that city, till the 
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Chaldeans had made an end of burning and plundering 
it, would be ſo many days; and a like number of 
years after God had declared, in the reign of 
Joſiab, that the deſtruction of that city was irrever- 
ſibly determined. The mean and uncommon food of 
the prophet, all that time, ſignified the great famine that 
would be in Zeru/alem during the ſiege. The Lord 
was pleaſed thus to reveal beforehand to Ezekiel, 
what was ſhortly to happen to the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, that the Jews, eſpecially thoſe. who were in 
Chaldea, might not doubt of the execution of the 
threatnings which God had denounced againſt their 


countrymen. 


. 
. 


CHAP. V. 


OD commands Ezekie! to ſhave his head and 

beard, to burn one part of the hair, .to cut 
another part with a ſword, to caſt another part to the 
wind, and to ſhut up the reſt. This was another of 
the myſterious actions of the prophet, which was to 
ſignify that the Jews who were at Feruſalem, ſhould 
be deſtroyed, ſome by peſtilence and famine, ſome 
by war ; that others ſhould be diſperſed throughout 
the world, and that a ſmall number of them ſhould - 
be prevneveer” 1 


 REe'FL'ECTIONS. 


E have, in this chapter, a very expreſs | 
of the evils that befel the Jews, dl 6h 
Chaldeans beſieged and took Jeruſalem. Great num- 
bers of them periſhed by the peſtilence z many were 
carried off by famine during this ſiege; others were 
ſlain by the enemies, and thoſe - who eſcaped theſe 
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misfortunes were. diſperſed and ſent into captivity, 
II. The prophet, when he propoſed this emblem of 
the Jews deſtruction, declared, that-the Jews ſhould 
be overtaken with theſe plagues, becauſe they had 


rejected God's ordinances, and profaned his ſanc- 
tuary; and eſpecially, becauſe - they had imitated, 
and even exceeded the neighbouring nations in their 
idolatry. He tells them, that for this reaſon God 
would puniſh them in the ſight of thoſe nations; and 
that as they had exceeded the other nations in wick- 
edneſs, he would do ſuch things to them as he had 
never done before, and would execute his judgments 
upon them with wrath and fury, Thus God puniſhes 
men for their rebellion, ſuiting their puniſhment to 
their crimes, and treating thoſe with the greateſt ſe- 
verity, who have had the greateſt ſhare in his favours, 
when they ungratefully abuſe them, 
DT - ” 
IN this chapter, which is a continuation of the pro- 
] phecy in the foregoing, Ezekzel propheſies againſt 
udea, and foretels, I. That the cities and places 
where the Jews had committed their idolatries ſhould 
be deſtroyed, and they ſhould periſh by war, famine 
and peſtilence. II. That there ſhould be a remnant of 


them preſerved and reſtored, after they had been cap» 
tives in ſtrange countries. , 


REFLECTIONS. 


HERE are three things to be conſidered in this 
cChapter, I. That the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
and of all Judea, felt thoſe miſeries which Ezekiel had 
denounced againſt them, as we learn from the ac- 
count of what happened during the ſiege, and at 
the taking of that city. God thought fit theſe things 


ſhould be foretold beforehand, that, as it is obſerved 
| in 
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in this chapter, the Jews, when they came to | 
might confeſa, that the word of the Lord = wad 
been ſpoken in vain, and might be encouraged to turn 
to him. II. Since God thus dealt with the Jews, to 
puniſh their ſins, and their idolatry, we 
may from hence learn, that he particularly abhors 
idolatry z and that he ſeverely revenges the in- 
fidelity of thoſe who' know him, and, notwithftand- 
ing that, deſpiſe his laws, and profane his worſhip. 
III. Amidſt theſe threatnings of theprophets, and all 
theſe expreſſions of God's wrath, we fee” evident to- 
kens. of his goodneſs, promiſing to ſpare a remnant 
of the Jews, and to reſtore thoſe that ſhould remems 
ber him and be converted; which is an aſſurance to 
us, that thoſe whom God is moſt provoked with, 
may ſtill become the objects of his love, if they ac- 
knowledge and bewail their ſins, and make a right 
ule of his chaftiſemem s. ..:;.-- 3 


Z E KIEL continues to deſcribe the ruin of the 

Jews: He declares that the end, that is the 
time of their deſolation, was come; that God would 
ſpare them no longer, and that he would ſhortly take 
vengeance of their idolatry and other fins, cauſing 
them to periſh by the ſword, by peſtilence, and by 
famine; driving them out of their on country, ſend- 
ing them into captivity, and giving their land to 
ſtrangers. 5 N A* 


| RzyxLEzECTIONS. * 
HES E repeated threatnings of Ezekie! againſt 
the Jews that were ſtill at Zeruſalem, which were 

all accompliſhed, ſhould ſerve for a warning and ex- 
ample, to teach us, that after God has a long time 
borne: with ſinners, he will at laſt infallibly _— 
18 
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| his threatnings. The certainty and feverity of God's 


judgments appear in his expreſs and poſitive declara- 

tion, that he would no longer ſpare the Jews, nor 
- take pity on them. We muſt not think to rely upon 
the mercy of God, while we remain in a ſtate of im- 
penitency z ſince there is a time when the neſs 
and patience of the Lord are at an end. There is 
another thing to be taken notice of on this ſubject, 
Which is, that the prophet here declares, that neither 
the riches of the Jews, nor any other advantages, 
could fave; them from the ſhame and deſolation that 
threatned them: from whence we may gather, that 
nothing can fkreen men from the wrath ot God when 
they perſiſt in their ſins. 


-4 *. 1 
4 17-24 


7 A F. vin”. 
Job carries Exit to Jeruſalem in a Aon. and 


mitted by the Jews, in worſhipping all ſorts of idols; 
and he proteſts he will pour upon them all his wrath. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TI E ſubject of this chapter is well wonhy our 
attention, We ſee here, that the Jews at wo 
ſalem, à little before their deſtruction, had 
themſelves up to the greateſt abominations, — 
worſhipped the ſun, and the images of all kinds of 
beaſts ; their women paid an abominable worſhip to 
che idols of the Egyptian; and to compleat their im- 
piety, they committed this execrable idolatry not 
only in their houſes, but even in the temple itſelf. 
Theſe horrid crimes prove, that they had carried their 
impieties to the higheſt pitch, and that no good was 


to be expected from 2 Farther, we may obſerve, 

that God revealed all theſe abominations of the Jews 
in a viſion to Exetiel, to convince him, and the Jews 
that were with him in Cbaldea, that the deſtruction of 


Je- 


there ſhews him the many abominations com- 


ä Cray. VIII, IX. 
Jeruſalem was inevitable and truly juſt. This ſhews 
likewiſe that God knows all things, that men cannot 
hide the knowledge of their ſins from him, though 
they ſhould commit them in the dark, and never ſo 
ſecretly, and therefore cannot eſcape his judgment. 


CHAP. IX. 


ſion mentioned in the foregoing, God, after he 


I N this chapter, which is a continuation of the vi- 
ad ſhewed Ezekiel the abominations and idolatnes of 


the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, commands the miniſters 


of his 2 to deſtroy them z but to ſpare the 
good men that were ſtill among them, - ſetting a mark 
on their foreheads. And as the prophet took occa- 
ſion to aſk God, whether he would utterly deſtroy the 
Jews; he anſwered, that he would ſpare them no 
longer. | 


REFLECTIONS, 


T HIS chapter engages us to make theſe three re- 
flections, I. We are carefully to conſider the 
command which God gave to the miniſters of his 
wrath, to ſlay and root out old and young, women 
and children, This the Chaideans executed when 
they took Feruſalem; the inhabitants of that city pe- 
riſhed in a miſerable manner, by famine, by fire 
ſword, the enemies being regardleſs of every age, ſex, 
or condition, This is a terrible inſtance of the wrath 
of God, which ought to inſpire us with a dread of 
his judgments, II. We ſhould ſeriouſly reflect upan 
the order which God gave his angel, to mark and 
ſpare all ſuch as grieved and fighed becauſe of the 
abominations that were committed in Jeruſalem. 
Theſe words repreſent the character of good men, 


th and of God's elect, who afflict themſelves at the 


ſight 
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fight of other mens ſins. We may allo obſerve here, 
how dear to God zealous and pious perſons are; what 
care he takes of them, and how he ſpares them when 
he puniſhes the ungodly. The ſame promiſes are 
made in holy ſcripture to all God's faithful ſervants, 
and to thoſe who ſhall keep themſelves undefiled in 
the midſt of the corruptions of the world. Laſtly, 
It is to be well conſidered, that when Ezekiel enquired 
of God, whether he would deſtroy his people, God 
_ anſwered, that the fins of the Jews were too great not 


to be avenged ; that they had carried their impiety ſo 


far as to ſay, The Lord bath forſaken the land, and the 
Lord ſeeth not; and therefore that he would have no 
pity on them. When men have arrived to a certain 
degree of wickedneſs ; when they have loft all fear 
of God, and, every thing is in the utmoſt diſorder, 
God is, as it were, obliged. to execute juſtice, and his 
mercy gives place to his vengeance. 


CHAP. X: 


HIS chapter continues the viſion related in the 

two former chapters. Ezekrel ſaw an appear- 
ance, like that which he had already ſeen, which is 
deſcribed in the beginning of this book; but this laſt 
appearance was attended with two particular circum- 
ſtances; one was, that the prophet ſaw an angel ſcat- 
tering burning coals over the city of Jeruſalem ; and 
the other, that he ſaw the glory of God depart from 


" 


the temple and from the city. - 


'ReyrFLECTIONS. 


G OD was pleaſed, the viſion, which Zzekie! had 

— ſeen at the beginning of his miniſtry, ſhould be 

repeated, to confirm his predictions, and to ſhew ſtill 

more expre'sly that Feru/alem would ſhortly be * 
| an 


nd 


ſtill 
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and deſtroyed, and the temple deprived of God's pre- 
ſence and protection. The coals of fire which the an- 


gel ſcattered over the city, ſignified, that it ſhould 


be burnt by. the Chaldeans. It is ſaid, the angel took 


theſe coals from between the cherubims, by the com- 


mand of God, to ſhew that this deſtruction proceeded 
from the Lord. The prophet ſaw particularly the 
glory of the Lord go up from the cherubims, and light 
upon the door of the ſanctuary, and from thence up- 


on the door of the court; which ſhewed, that God 


was going to withdraw himſelf from that place, This 
is the general deſign. and meaning of this viſion: 
which is a lively repreſentation of the ſevere vengę- 
ance which God was going very ſhortly to take of 


the Jews, for the ſins committed in Jeruſalem, and | 


their profaning the temple and the ſervice of Gd. 
h CHAP, XI. 
HIS chapter is a continuation of the former, 
in which Ezekiel! finiſhes his account of the vi- 
ſion he had ſeen. I. God informs him, that the in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem would ſoon experience his moſt 
ſevere judgments, though they thought they had no- 
thing to fear; of which the ſudden death of Pelatiab, 
one of the pritices of the people, was a ſign. Tt; 
The prophet declares, that though the Jews who 
were at Jeruſalem, thought they ſhould dwell in their 
own country, rather. than thoſe who were already 
captives at Babylon; yet that theſe ſhould be recalled, 
and that God would bleſs all among them that ſhould 
truly turn to him, III. After this, the prophet ſaw 
the glory of the Lord, which had reſted upon the 
door of the court of the temple, withdraw intirely 
from the city ; which ſignified, that it would ſoon be 
forſaken by God. This vifion being ended, the pro- 
phet told the viſion to the Jews in Chaldea. 


REFLEC- 
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W E find by this chapter, that there were at Je. 
© ruſalem, juſt before the deſtruction of that city, 


very many, even among the chief men, who ſcoffed 


at the threatnings of the t, and gave the people 
pernicious counſel. - This ſpirit of infidelity and ir- 
religion is always a forerunner of the divine vengeance, 


_ . eſpecially when thoſe who are in authority are in- 


feed. This God teſtified, when he declared, that 
he knew all the thoughts of thoſe rebellious and un- 
believing Jews; and that he would cauſe the fword to 
come upon them. From thence we likewiſe learn, 
that God knows diſtinctly all the actions, and all the 
thoughts of men, and that he judges them all accord- 
Ing to their works. The ſimilitude of a caldron, or 
pot in which fleſh is boiled, ſignified, that part of 
the inhabitants of Zeru/alem ſhould periſh in that city, 
and that the reſt ſhould be taken from thence, and 
put to death in the land of J7ae!, and in other places, 
by their enemies. The promiſes which God adds to 
theſe threatnings, in behalf of the Jews that were cap- 
tives in Chalgea, declaring he would bring them 
again into the land of J/rae!, ſhew, that God is mer- 
ciful and gracioos, even while he is diſplaying his ſe- 
vereſt judgments ; but they prove at the ſame time, 
that he exerciſes his goodneſs only towards ſuch fin- 
ners as have a new heart, and a new ſpirit, and fear 
his name; and that to thoſe who follow their own ir- 

ar affections, he renders according to their deſerts. 
which had here ſee, that the glory of the Lord, 


which had withdrawn from the ſanctuary, afterwards 
from the temple, and at length forſook the city in- 
tirely, implied, that God was going utterly to forſake 
Jeruſalem and its inhabitane. | 


CHAP: 


| I: 
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\ OD: — ors w/as ese by 
- houſe at the beginni of che night, with his 
face aovired'; which. was to ſhew, that Zedekiab the 
king ſhould fly from Jeruſalem z that he 
ſhould be taken by the Boas by any te to 
Babylon; that he ſhould die in that eity, but ſhould 
not ſee: it, becauſe his eyes would be put out. II. 
The prophet likewiſe foretels the - ion and 
captivity of the people of Jeruſalem. Laſtly, He 
declares, by order of God, that the threatnings of 
the Lord's prophets were ſhortly to be put in exeeu- 
tion, though the Jews ieee would not be 
N E hem | whe 


/- ga} .-7: 
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I. WE meet in this chapter with a very = re- 
preſentation of all that was ſhortly to hap- 
pen to king Zedekiah and the Jews, when e 
ſhould be taken by the Chaldeans.; namely, that 
prince ſhould fall into the hand of his enemies ; 25 
he ſhould attempt to fly by night from Feruſalem ; 
he ſhould be taken, and. have his eyes put out; 
he ſhould go to Babylon, but not fee it; that the — — 
ces of Jeruſalem ſhould: be ſlain; and that the people 
ſhould. be carried into captivity, This prediction, 
which was literally and in every circumſtance full, 
ed, proves very clearly, that God has a perfect know 
ledge of futurity, and chat all things are directed by 
his providence. | God gave the Jews in Chaldea notice 
of all this, that chey might not envy the condition of 
their brethren who were ſtill in Jeruſalem. II. It is 
to be obſerved, that God here declares, he was reſolved 
to diſperſe the Jews among the nations, that the abo- 
minations and the ſins with which they had * 
im 
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him to wrath might be known among them. This 
Thews, that God diſpenſes his corrections with juſtice ; 
and that the end which he ern chaſtiſing men, 
is to bring them to a confeſſion of their fins, 5 Md 6 
repentance, and at the ſame time to make them ſerve 
for an example to others. III. Another thing this 
chapter teaches us is, that the Jews, though they 
were extremely guilty, and upon the point of periſn- 


ing, lived in profound ſecurity; that they did not ap- 
prehend the threatnings of the or at leaſt, 
believed it would bea long while before the chreatnings 


would be accompliſhed ; which ſecurity of theirs made 
them impatient, and occaſioned their utter deſtruction. 
It is a dangerous thing to flatter ourſelves when God 
threatens us, and to defer our converſion when he 
ſends us — of our danger; but a ſalutary dread, 
attended with a ſpeedy converſion, is the ſure and only 
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againſt thoſe prophets and propheteſſes who 

y pretended to divine inſptration, and promiſed 
peace to the people of 7/racl, at a time when there 
was no peace for them, and they were going to be 
deſtroyed; and he threatens alſo ſuch as ſhould heark- 
en to theſe falſe prophets, with the lame miſeries. 


| Rr rer 1 
T E deſtruction of Feruſalem fully verified all 
that Ezekiel had faid in this chapter, and the 
event ſhewed, that thoſe prophets who deſired to per- 
ſuade the people that no harm would happen to them, 
were impoſtors, and that Ezekiel was really ſent to 
them from God. From hence we are to learn tuo 


things, | 


. 
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country by any of his plagues, the in that coun- 
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things: I. That the miniſters of the Lord commit a 
very great ſin, and expoſe themſelves to a dreadful 
condemnation, when, inſtead of boldly reproving im- 
penitent ſinners, and threatning them with the anger 
of God, they ſooth them in their crimes, and fill 
them with a falſe confidence. The prophet expreſſes 
the ſin of theſe falſe teachers, ſaying, that they ſe- 
duced the people, promiſing them peace when there 
was no peace z that they daubed the wall with untem- 
pered mortar.; and that they ſewed pillows to all arm- 
boles. This ſhould be a powerful engagement to all 
thoſe who are called to the ſacred miniſtry, to diſ- 
charge the will of God faithfully, leſt if they flatter 
ſinners with vain and groundleſs promiſes, they expoſe 
themſelves likewiſe to the divine vengeance. II. Since 
God threatens the ,people with his judgments,. for 
hearkning to falſe prophets, it is evident, that thoſe 
who ſulfer themſelves to be deceived, ſhall likewiſe 
bear the puniſhment of their iniquities; eſpecially if 
they have, as the Jews had, means to be inſtructed in 
the will of God and their duty. It follows likewiſe 
from hence, that as we ought to ſhun falſe teachers 
and ſeducers, ſo ought we to love and hearken to thoſe 
who with zeal and ſincerity diſcharge their duty. 


C HAP. XIV. 


[, HIS chapter contains complaints and threat- 

nings againſt the hypocritical Jews, who 
made as if they deſired to learn the will of God, and 
to conſult his prophets, whilſt they worſhipped idols, 
and hearkned to falſe prophets rather than to the true 
ſervants of God. Ezekiel! tells them, the Lord was 
going to diſplay his moſt ſevere vengeance on the ſe- 
ducers, and them that hearkned to them. 
declares, that when he ſhould reſolve to puniſh a 
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try might be preſerved, but could not fave others; | 
by which God meant to ſhew, that the ruin of the +; 
Jews was inevitable; that he had reſolved to diſplay pc 

all his fore judgments at once upon them; and that I al. 


the ſmall number of good men that remained among I v. 
them ſhould not ſecure them. | hoj 
* 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. T T appears from this chapter, that it is groſs im- 
1 piety and hypocriſy to pretend to enquire of 

the Lord, and to attend to his word, while our heart ( 
is far from him, and we are reſolved to perſevere in our tor 
ſins. II. That when God has ſufficiently made known 

his will to men, and they, notwithſtanding, err from 
the right way, obſtinately following their own wills 1 x 
and imaginations, he in his juſt judgment forſakes V 
them; and then meeting with ſeducers they give earſſ ge 
to lies rather than the truth.” Thus it happened toſ ruin 
the Jews; inſtead of following the wholſome counſels g 
God had given them by his prophets, they adhered ta Our 
impoſtors, and periſhed with them when Feruſalen ſent 
was taken, as Ezekiel had threatned them, It is 4 f 3 
dangerous thing to hearken to any other voice th: mated 
that of God; who will juſtly puniſh both thoſe Whg ,,,. 
ſeduce others, and thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to by ha y 
ſeduced. There are ſeveral important inſtructions tc Nor * 
be drawn from the ſecond part of this chapter. WY, fo 
here learn, that the ſword, famine, peſtilence ang £,, 
other the like calamities, are the puniſhments whi 6 
God makes uſe of againſt countries and nations. B 
above all, let us ſeriouſly conſider what is here ſaid c 
\ Neah, Daniel and Job, thoſe holy men, ſo acceptab 
in the ſight of God, that if they were among a pee te 
ple whom God had determined to deſtroy, the Jews, 
could not prevent their deſtruction. The interceſſic they h; 
of good men prevaileth much, but is not always earticul 


fectual for others; however, God takes care of ant he 
o 
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own-ele&, and exempts them from thoſe puniſhments 
and miſeries to which the wicked and ſinners are ex- 
poſed. It appears from this chapter, that Daniel was 
already become illuſtrious for his piety, among thoſe 
who were carried captives to wor "king Je- 
boiatim. See Dan. i. 9 


CHA P..XV. : 


im- 

of OD repreſents the total deſtruction of the Jews, 
eart by the ſimilitude of a vine unh. which is fit 
our tor nothing but to be burnt. 

own 

rom 5 8 WALLETS, 


wills W E hank, here an emblem of the total deſtruction 
of the Jews, who were to be conſumed by the 
e eat fire of God's wrath; and likewiſe of the cauſe of their 
d to ruin, which were the ſins andi iniquities of that people, 
who were like a barren vine and unprofitable” branch. 
ed tq Our Lord makes uſe of the ſame ſimilitude to repre- 
ſai ſent what the wicked have reaſon to expect, -when he 
t 85 Y lays, If any man abide not in me, be is caſt: forth as a 
; branch, and it withered ; and men gather them, and caſt 
hq (hem into the fire, and they are burned.  . And Jobn the 
to bY baptiſt denounced the ſame puniſhment againſt the un- 
one believers, in theſe words; Every tree which bringeth 
. by 75 forth 777 F is bewn _ and cafe into the 
nt >> 


2 | | 
B | "CHAP. XVI 


ZEKIEL makes uſe of the arable of an adul- 

terous woman, to ſhew that God had choſen the 
the Jews, and had heaped his favours upon them; but 
— they had dealt very treacherouſly againſt him, and 
particularly by their idolatry had broken the cove- 
ant bs had made with them. He reproaches the Jews 
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of Jeruſalem, for imitating, and even exceeding Sa- 
maria, that is, the 1/raclites of the ten tribes, in their 
idolatrous worſhip; and for defiling themſelves with 
the abominations of the Egyptians, A/ſyrians and Chal. 
deans; he compares them to Sodom, which he calls 
their ſiſter; and he threatens them with a dreadful and 
inevitable deſtruction; promiſing, however, that God 
would have compaſſion on part of them, and after he 
had humbled them, would receive them again into co- 
venant with him, 5 . 


REFLECTIONS. 


W HAT ve read in this chapter repreſents the ſin 
of thoſe who have been received into covenant 
with God, and highly favoured, and notwithſtanding 
this fall into ingratitude and unbelief, caſting off the 
obedience they owe to him, which the ſcripture calls 
ſpiritual adultery ; to ſhew that men by acting thus, vw 
break the covenant they had made with God. From , 
God's ſevere reproaches of the Jews for not only imi- Baby 
rating, but even ſurpaſſing Samaria and Sodom in their and | 
wickedneſs, we learn, that none are more guilty than 
thoſe who have the greateſt ſhare of the divine favours, hand 
and have abuſed them; and that none are more ſe- . 
verely puniſhed than they. It is however to be re-. 
marked, that God declares, that after he had exerciſed this. 
his vengeance upon the rebellious and idolatrous Jews, Pon 
he would remember his covenant, and pardon thoſe 
who ſhould be converted. The deſign of temporal 
judgments is to bring men to repentance, and there- 
fore as ſoon as they are truly humbled God is ap- 
peaſed ; which is a proof of his goodneſs, at the ſame 
time that he is giving marks of his juſtice, 


CA. XVII. e 


2 e 2 fs =" LR 

* Mes.» © 

al. OR the right underſtanding of this chapter, it 
Ils muſt be obſerved, that when the king of Baby- 


nd n carried Jeconiab, the king of Judab, into Chaldea, 
od with part of the Jews, hE ſer Zedetiab over thoſe that 
he IN were eft at Feruſalem, and made him ſwear fidelity to 
co him; but Zedetiab broke his oath, rebelled againſt the 

king of Babylon, and made an alliance with the king 
of Egypt, and applied to him for aſſiſtance. Ezekiel 
propheſies in this chapter, that God would puniſh Ze- 
detiab for his perjury, and would deliver him up to 
the Babylonians, with all his people. This the prophet 
repreſents by the ſimilitude of an eagle and a cedar, 
which himſelf explains. r e e e 


RErlrerfons. Fs 

WE here ſee Zedekiab's ſin, in breaking the oath 
of fidelity which he had taken to the king of 
Babylon, and applying to the Egyptians for aſſiſtance z 
heir and we ſee likewiſe, how Zedetiab was puniſhed for 
than £ 15 perfidiouſneſs, when God delivered him into the 
urs, ¶ hand of the Babylonians, who carried him into captivi- 
e ſe- NM. From whence we may learn, that perjury is one 
e re- Jof the greateſt crimes that can be committed; that 
ciſed this fin brings down the divine vengeance, not onl7 
ews, Pon pr ivate perſons, but upon whole nations; eſpe- 
Koſe cially when it is committed by them that are ſet in au- 
ral Nchority over others. Exetiel declares, that God will 
date ecompenſe the oath that is broken upon the head of 
him that hath broken it, which Zedetiab experienced 
ſame he truth of. This chapter teaches us, moreover, that 
Jod does not bleſs thoſe means, which perjured and 
unrighteous men have recourſe to; and that it is in 
Juin ta fly to men, when we have ſinned againſt God. 
A PL]’, thought to meet with help from the Egyp- 
| | \* "WP Y tians 
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tians againſt the king of Babylon; and by this means chap 
he engaged this prince to make war againſt him, and child 
try him as a perjured perſon. It is added at the end ¶ that 
of this chapter, that God would plant a branch of ce. this, 
dar upon the mountain of .//7ael, which ſhould grow ſon, 

and become a great cedar, and the birds of the air N yick 
ſhould dwell under it. The meaning of which was, N the! 
that Zorobabel, a prince of the royal family of 7udab, Ml God 
2 bring the Jews from their captivity in Baly- ¶ ver c 
. | 


CHAP, XVIII. whic 


HE prophet refutes the murmurings of the MW dy « 

captive Jews, who complained, that God had 
puniſhed them for the ſins of their fathers. Where-M fins t 
upon he declares, I. That God did not impute to the for t 
children the ſins which their fathers had committed, MM rance 
but that every one ſhould bear the puniſhment of his /elve: 
own faults. This he explains at large, and ſets in tie yur 
cleareſt light: To which he adds, to convince the Jew for * 
of the unreaſonableneſs of their complaints, II. Tha w p. 
God deſired nothing but their ſalvation, and that he turn 
was ready to pardon them as ſoon as they ſincerely r- 
pented ; and he exhorts the Jews with great warmth, 
ro acknowledge the righteouſneſs of God, and tobe 
converted. There are many important inſtruCtions 


contained in this chapter, which ought to be read witli is th: 
great attention, | fin, 
in th 

REFLECTIONS, mio 


H E uſe we are to make of this chapter is, I the | 

To learn from hence never to murmur again butt 
God when he afflicts us, nor to imitate the impiet ncli 
of the Jews, who complained that God puniſhed them mati 
for the ſins of their fathers, and ſaid, that the ways d 
God are not equal, II. God ſays very clearly in ti 
chapter 
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chapter, and repeats it ſeveral times expreſsly, that 
children ſhall not bear the iniquity of their fathers, but 
that the ſoul which has ſinned ſhall die. To confirm 
this, God declares, that if a good man has a wicked 
ſon, the ſon ſhall die becauſe of his fins; and if a 
wicked man has a ſon, the ſon ſhall live, and 
the father ſhall die. This doctrine teaches us, that 
God is perfectly juſt as well as good; and that he ne- 
ver condemns men for any but their own ſins, though 
it ſometimes” happens that the children are involved in 
the temporal evils, with which God puniſhes the fins 
which their fathers have committed, III. God ſhews, 
in this chapter, that he is infinitely good, always rea- 
dy to pardon even thoſe who have committed the 
oreateſt crimes ; ſuch are idolatry, injuſtice and other 
ins there mentioned; provided they forſake them, and 
for the future keep his commandments. This aſſu- 
rance is given us in theſe words; Repent, and lurn your- 
ſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be 
your ruin. Make you a new heart, and a new ſhiril; 
for why will you die, O ye houſe of Iſrael ? For I bave 
10 pleaſure in the death of him that dieth: Wherefore 
turn yourſelves and live, This great mercy of God 
ſhould ſtrongly excite us to repentance when we have 
offended him. IV. We here ſee the abſolute neceſſity 
of repentance, and learn at the ſame time, that the 
repentance to which God joins the promiſe of pardon, 
is that kind of repentance which withdraws a man from 
fin, which leads him, as it is ſeveral times repeated 
in this chapter, to repair the evil he has done by reſti- 
tution, and by all other poſſible means. In one word, 
the Lord declares, there is no repentance effectual, 
but that which produces a new heart, and a change of 
inclinations, followed by actual amendment and refor- 
mation. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XIX. 


ZEKIEL propoſes two emblems; one of a 
lioneſs and her whelps, and the other of a vine 
and its branches : by which the prophet denotes what 
befel the princes of the royal family of Judab, and in 
particular Zehoahaz, who was carried into Egypt, and 


Feboiakim, who was taken, put in chains, and carried 
to Babylon, 


REFLECTION S. 


N the 56t chapter of the ſecond book of Chronicles, 
- we find that the latter kings of Judab feit the mi. 
ſeries which the prophet here denounces. God, who 
rules all things with wiſdom and juſtice, is in a part. 
cular manner the diſpoſer of kings; putting down 
one and ſetting up another, as he pleaſeth; and ge. 
nerally making them and their families public ex- 
amples of his vengeance on thoſe ſins they have been 
guilty of. 


CH AP. XX. 


J. f HE prophet, that he might prevail upon 
the Jews to fear God, and above all, to for- 

ſake their idolatry, repreſents to their elders, who came 
to conſult him, the many favours God had conferred 
on them, in chooſing them and giving them his Jaws, 
II. He reproaches them for their continual breach of 
God's commandments, and ſerving idols ever ſince 
they came out of Egypt, both in the wilderneſs and 
the land of Canaan. III. Becauſe they continued to 
provoke God, as their fathers had done, the prophet 
declares, God would pour out all his wrath upon 
them, He promiſe, however that God would have 
com- 
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compaſſion upon ſome of them, and would bring them 
again to Feruſalem. | 


"REFLECTIONS. L203 


f. | HIS chapter preſents us with a detail of the fa- 


ha vours God had conferred on the Jews, in chooſ- 
din Ning them for his people, and giving them his laws, 
and and bearing ſo long with them. We here likewiſe 
ried N {{ how ungrateful they were for God's mercies, how 
inſenſible of his warnings, his long-ſuffering, and 
even of his puniſhments ; for which reaſon his moſt 
ſevere judgments were ſhortly to overtake them. This 
| ſhould lead us to conſider, that God has done infi- 
clers ¶ nitely more for us than for the Jews; he has re- 
mi. deemed us by Jeſus Chriſt; he has given us the 
who WW knowledge of his holy laws, by which we may ob- 
art- ¶ tain life; and the warnings he gives us, to eng 
own WW us to«ſerve and fear him, are not leſs expreſs, nor 
ge · ¶ es frequent, than thoſe addreſſed to his ancient peo- 
ex. ple. If, after all, we ſhould fall into infidelity and 
been ¶ diſobedience, we ſhould be infinitely more blame- 
worthy than the Jews, and our puniſhment too 
woul be much more ſevere. The promiſes which 
God makes to gather the Jews together again in the 
land of their — after they ſhould have ac- 
upon WF knowledged their fins, and been puniſhed for them, 
 for- N ne God's love to his church, and his deſign in cor- 
came ¶ recting men; which is, to humble and convert them, 


5 red Wind make them the objects of his mercy. 
aus, 


ch of | 

ſince CHA P. XXI. 

5 and | | 

ed to HIS chapter has two parts; in the firſt of 
ophet which Ezekiel repreſents, under the type of a 


upon Wire conſuming wood, and of a drawn ſword, the de- 
have truction and ruin of Jeruſalem. In the ſecond, he 
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ſays, that the king of Babylon ſhould conſult the ma. 
gicians by lot, to know whether he ſhould make war 

inſt the Ammonites, or againſt the Jews; and that 
God would cauſe the lot to fall in ſuch a manner, 
that the Jews ſhould be deſtroyed firſt ; and that 
Zedekiah their king, who is here called a profane 
and wicked prince, ſhould receive the puniſhment of 
his perfidiouſneſs ; after which the Ammonites ſhould 
be conquered and deſtroyed, 


REFLECTIONS. 


HE firſt part of this chapter ſets before our 

eyes, under the ſimilitude of a devouring fire, 
and of a drawn ſword, which ſpares none, the dif. 
mal and unavoidable effects of the divine vengeance, 
when men provoke God by their ſins. In the ſecond 
part we fee, how the king of Babylon, having con- 
ſulted his idols, caſt the lot, to know whether he 
ſhould go againſt Jeruſalem, or againſt the Ammo- 
nites; though the manner which the king of Babylon 
choſe to determine him what courſe he ſhould take, 
was ſuch, yet God was pleaſed ſo to direct it, that he 
turned firſt againſt Feruſalem. This teaches us very 
plainly, that God governs all things by his provi- 
dence ; that he even preſides over the lot, and over 
ſuch events as we imagine to depend upon mere 
chance, and in general over all the actions of men; 
ſo that men, without knowing it, execute what he has 
reſolved to do or permit. We are further to conſider 
the ruin of the Jews, and eſpecially the exemplary 
puniſhment of king Zedekiah, as a proof, that ſinful 
nations, and chiefly wicked princes, do at laſt meet 
with divine vengeance: and the deſtruction of the 
Ammonites, who were ſpared at - firſt, but deſtroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar five years after he had taken Je. 
ruſalem, ſhews, that if God forbears chaſtiſing the 
guilty for a time, they ſhall not eſcape his Judgment 
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CHAP. JOE 


ZEKIEL propheſies againſt Fern/alem ; he 

mentions the crimes that were there committed; 
juch as idolatry, contempt of parents, injuſtice, op- 
preſſion, murder, profanation of the divine ſervice, 
adultery, bribes, corruption, and extortion ; and ſays, 
that theſe crimes would cauſe the total ruin of Feru- 
ſalem and of that whole nation. But he complains 
above all that the prophets, the prieſts, and the ma- 
giſtrates, abandoned themſelves to all kind of iniqui- 
ty; and that no one endeavoured to put a ſtop to 
the wrath of God, which was ready to fall upon that 


people. 
REFLECTIONS. 
HERE are two things chiefly to be obſerved 
in this chapter: I. An enumeration of the crimes 
that reigned in Zeru/alem, a little before it was taken 


and deſtroyed by the Babylontans, The Fews had 
given themſelves up to idolatry, injuſtice, unclean- 


| neſs, and to abominations of every kind; and had 


profaned religion and the ſervice of God in the moſt 
ſhocking manner. This it was that deprived them of 
the divine protection, and obliged God to put his 
threatnings in execution. Theſe fins, no doubt, God 
does ſtill abhor, and much more in Chriſtians, and 
will never fail to puniſh thoſe who do ſuch things. 
II. The next thing to be obſerved here is, that God 
does particularly complain of perſons in a publick 
character; that the prophets ſeduced the people; that 
the prieſts broke the law, and profaned holy things; 
and that the magiſtrates were addicted to injuſtice, 
diſhoneſt gain, fraud and violence. From thele com- 
plaints, which God fo frequently makes, we may 
learn, that when the rulers of the church and = 
civ 
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civil magiſtrates are without religion and virtue, im. 
piety and corruption muſt needs make great havock, 
and we can expect nothing but the utmoſt miſery, 
Paſtors and governors ought ſeriouſly to confider this, 
that they may not be the authors of corruption, and 
of publick calamities, nor occaſion the eternal per. 
dition of thoſe that God has ſet them over. 


CHAP. XXII. 


HIS chapter contains the parable of two 
ſiſters that lived in whoredom, who repreſent 
the .two kingdoms of Iſrael; that is, the kingdom 
of Samaria, or of the ten tribes, which had firſt for- 
ſaken the worſhip of God and ſet up idolatry ; and 
the kingdom of Judab, which had herein imitated 
the ten tribes. The Lord declares, that as thoſe tribes 
had been given into the hands of the rians for 
their idolatry ; ſo the men of Judab, who had been 
witneſſes of the puniſhment of their brethren, and in- 
| ſtead of taking warning by it, had ſupaſſed them in 
wickedneſs, ſhould ſhortly be laid waſte by the Cal. 
deans, . 


REFLECTIONS. 


THE complaints which God makes in this chap- 

ter, both againſt the //raelztes of the ten tribes, 
and the men of Judab, leave us no room to doubt 
but he is particularly offended, when thoſe to whom 
he has made himſelf known corrupt his worſhip and 
rebel againſt him. What is here ſaid, under the ſimi- 
litude of adultery, ſhews, that they who are thus un- 
faithful to God break his covenant, and expoſe 
themſelves to the moſt dreadful effects of his wrath: 
and ſince God declares himſelf much more incenſed 


againſt the Jews of Jeruſalem, among whom his "= 
wes s 
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ſhip had been preſerved, than againſt thoſe of the 


im. en tribes; we may from hence learn, that rebellion 

* zoainſt God, in thoſe who have been diſtinguiſhed 

by peculiar privileges, is ſtill more odious than in 
athers. , 1 


a B C HAP. XXIV. 


. O D reveals to Ezekie!, who was then in Chal- 

dea, that upon that very day the king of 
Babylon had laid ſiege to Feruſalem; and orders him 
to repreſent the deſtruction of that city, by the type 
of a caldron in which fleſh was boiled, and after- 
wards made red-hot. II. That ſame day Ezektes 
wife died, but God forbids him to weep, or to uſe 
any tokens of mourning, to ſhew, that the deſolation 
of Jeruſalem would be ſo great and general, that huſ- 
bands and wives, parents and children, and all the 
neareſt relations, could not be able to lament the death 
of each other. 


REFLECTIONS. 


WH AT we are to conſider in this chapter is ; 
I. That although Ezekiel was in Challea, and 
very far from Feruſalem, God made known to him 
the very day in which the king of Babylon had begun 
the ſiege of Jeruſalem; by which it appears, that God 
perfectly knows all that paſſes in the world. II. The 
type of a caldron in which fleſh is boiled, and which 
when empty was put upon the fire again to take 
away its ſcum, ſignified, according to the explana- 
tion God gave of that ſimilitude, that the wrath of 
God was going to be poured upon Feruſalem, and 
upon all its inhabitants, and that his wrath is a con- 
ſuming fire. III. We muſt obſerve, that Zeru/alem 
was treated in this manner, becauſe it was de filed and 
full of abominations; in it blood had been ſpilt, and 
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its inhabitants committed all manner of wiekedneſ, 
and remained utterly incorrigible. God proportions 
mens puniſhments to their ſins, and to the condition 
they are in, and proceeds to extremities, and make; 
uſe of the moſt ſevere puniſhments, when their obſtj. 
nacy is inſurmountable. IV. God's forbidding the 
prophet to weep tor the death of his wife, though ſhe 
was dear to him, was to ſhew the captive Jews hoy 
dreadful the ruin of their brethren in Fadea would be, 
ſince their dead ſhould not be ſo much as lamented, 
and Ezetiel's obedience to the command, which mu 
needs be grievous to him, ſhews, that we muſt fact; 
fice what is deareſt to us when God commands; and 
that the intereſt of his glory ſhould more nearly con. 
cern us than our own private intereſt, 


fe 


e. XXV, 


ZEKTIETL. foretels, that the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, Edomites, and Philiſiines, who were 
neighbours and enemies to the Jews, ſhould be ſoon 
deſtroyed, becauſe they had rejoiced at the ruin d 
Feruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE S E three things are to be conſidered it 
this chapter: I. That Ezekiel, after he had 
foretold the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and of tit 
Jeus, denounces the divine vengeance againſt thei 
enemies. This ſhews that God is righteous, and i 
he puniſhes and corrects his own people, neither wil 
he ſpare the enemies of his church. II. That the de 
ſtruction of the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and 
Philiſtines, happened ſoon after the taking of Jen. 
ſalem, thoſe people being ſubdued by the king of Bs 
bylon; agreeable to the threatnirgs denounced again 
them by Ezekiel, Iſaiah and Feremiab. III. Thi 
| Den. 
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next conſideration is, that God diſplayed his judg- 
ments againſt thoſe people, becauſe they had provoked 
him, and to puniſh their pride and inhumanity in 
inſulting the Jews in the time of their calamity. It 
is a great ſin to rejoice at the miſeries of other men, 
and to be hard and cruel to ſuch as are in affliction; 
and God ſeverely and juſtly puniſhes thoſe that are 
ſo; as, on the contrary, he bleſſes thoſe who are af- 
feed with the ſufferings of others, and that comfort 
them. | | 


CHAP. XXVI. 


HIS chapter and the two following are a pro- 

phecy againſt the Tyrians. In this Ezekiel 
foretels the deſtruction of the city Tyre. He ſays, 
that that city, which had rejoiced to ſee Jeruſalem 
laid waſte by king Nebuchadnezzar, ſhould be taken, 
plundered, and deſtroyed by the ſame king. 


C H A P. XXVII. 


ZEKIE L deſcribes the great commerce of the 

Tyrians with other nations, their immenſe riches, 
and how aſtoniſhed every one would be at their de- 
ſtruction, 


C H A P. XXVIII. 


ZEKIEL repreſents the pride of the king of 

Tyre; he ſays, that Sydon, a city bordeging up- 
on Tyre, ſhould likewiſe be deſtroyed ; and he pro- 
miſes the Jews, that they ſhould return from their 
captivity, and dwell again in their own land. 


RerLiec- 
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REFLECTIONS on chap. XXVI, XXVI,, XXVII. 


N the twenty ſixth and two following chapter 
obſerve, that though the city of Tyre was ex. 
ceeding powerful, by reaſon of its ſituation on the 
ſea-ſhore, its extenſive commerce, its immenſe riches, 
and its alliance with almoſt all the nations of the 
world, as we read in the twenty-ſeventh chapter; 
yet it was very ſoon to be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, who would take it, and ſpoil 
it of all its glory. In truth, a little aſter this pro. 
phecy, Nebuchadnezzar took the city of Tyre, after 
a ſiege of thirteen years, and deſtroyed it in ſuch man- 
ner, that it was not rebuilt; for the new city of Tyr: 
was not built in the ſame place where the ancient city 
ſtood. One cannot avoid conſidering this event as 
the work of God; eſpecially if we reflect, that it had 
been foretold, with all its circumſtances, not only by 
the prophet Ezekiel, eighteen years beforehand ; but 
alſo by Jaiab, above an hundred and twenty years 
before. Moreover, we are to aſcribe this deſtruction 
of Tyre to the idolatry that prevailed in it, to the 
pride and luxury which great riches had introduced, 
and to the hatred which the Tyrians bore to the Jews. 
Thus providence humbles the moſt powerful ſtates, 
and the moſt flouriſhing cities, to reſtrain the im- 
piety, pride, injuſtice, luxury, diſſoluteneſs, and 
other crimes, which uſually attend plenty and pro- 
ſperity. Laſtly, We are to take notice, that when 
Ezekiel denounces the judgments of God againſt the 
idolatrous nations, as well as againſt the Jews, he 
does not promiſe that they ſhould be reſtored, as the 
people of God had reaſon to hope. This muſt ad- 
miniſter comfort to the captive Jews, engage them to 
fly to God by repentance, and convince them that God 
watched over them, and would not fail to cauſe them 

to return from the Balyloniſb captivity, 
CH AF 
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C HAP. XXIX. 
ä * NI 
HIS and the three following chapters are a 
prophecy againſt the Egyptians. The prophet, 
having foretold the overthrow of Tyre in the preceed- 
ing chapters, in this denounces the deſtruction of 
Ezypt, which ſhould likewiſe be ſubdued by the king 
of Babylon, after he had taken Tyre. However, Eze- 
tie foretels, that at the end of forty years, the Zgyp- 
tins ſhould return into their own country, but ſhould 
be there in a very abject condition. 


C HAP. XXX. 


Z E K I E L continues his prophecy againſt Egypt, 
E and ſays, that the principal cities of that king- 
dom, which are mentioned by name in this chapter, 
ſhould be deſtroyed with their idols. 1 


* 


c HAP. XXXI. 


T H E prophet repreſents, by the compariſon of a 

fine large cedar, that the Mirian monarchy 
had even been more powerful than the Zgyptian, and 
yet had come to an end; and that it ſhould be ſo with 
the latter, 


2 H AP. XXX. 


HIS chapter is a lamentation for the deſtruction 

of Egypt, which ſhould be reduced to the ſame 

condition as the Perſians, the Edomites, and the other 

nations, who were likewiſe to be conquered by the 
Babylonians. | 
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REFLECTIONS on chap. xxix, xxx, xxxi and Xxxii, 


N theſe chapters we are to conſider, I. That God 
thought fit to foretel by Ezekiel, and by the 
other prophets, the deſtruction of Egypi, that the Jews 
might 1 that the God whom they wor- 
ſhipped was the ſupreme Lord of the univerſe, and 
of all nations, and that they had in vain put their con- 
fidence in the Egyptians, II. It is remarkable, that 
Ezekiel ſays expreſsly, that God would deliver Egypt 
to Nebuchadnezzar, as a reward for executing his 
judgments on the city of Tyre ; that the Zgyptians 
ſhould be diſperſed ; that in forty years they ſhould 
return to Egypt; but that their kingdom ſhould not 
be reſtored to them in its former condition, being 
brought very low. All this was literally fulfilled: 
Nebuchagnezzar became maſter of Egypt after he had 
taken the city of Tyre; the Egyptians were carried into 
captivity; and at the end of ſome years they returned 
into their own country, under Amaſis their king; but 
the kingdom of Egypt did not recover its former 
ſplendor, and was afterwards kept low and made 
ſubject to foreign princes, as Exełiel had foretold. To 
compare theſe prophecies with the event, is very pro- 
per to convince us that God was the author of them, 
that the holy ſcripture is divinely inſpired, and that 
nothing is more certainly true than the doctrines con- 
tained.in it. | 


CHAP. XXXIIL 


HERE are four things to be conſidered in this 
chapter: I. God inſtructs the prophet in the 
duties of his office, and the obligation he was under 
to warn ſinners. II. To ſtop the murmurings of the 


Jews, he declares, that he deſires not the death of the 


wicked, and that repenting ſinners ſhould be received 
| 13.5 to 
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to mercy; as on the other hand, the righteous, who 
forſake the ways of righteouſneſs, ſhall die in their ſin, 
III. Ezekiel received the news of the taking of Feru- 
ſalem, and foretels the deſtruction of thoſe Jews that 
remained in Judea. IV. God complains of the hypo- 
criſy of the Jews that were at Babylon, who came to 
hear £zekrel, but would not do that which he com- 
manded them in the name of God. This is one of 

the moſt inſtructive chapters in the whole book. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


H A T we may improve by this chapter, we muſt 

* conſider, as follows: I. The compariſon of a 
centinel, or watchman, whereby God repreſents the 
duties of Z2zekte/'s office, ſnews with whar fidelity the 
paſtors of the church ought to warn ſinners, and la» 
bour with their utmoſt ſtrength to recover them from 
the error of their ways, if they would not be reſpon- 
ſible for the ruin of their ſouls ; and it likewiſe proves, 
that if ſinners do not amend, when they are ſo warn- 
ed, their deſtruction will be juſt. II. We have here 
one of the moſt expreſs declarations of the infinite 
mercy of God, that is to be found in the whole ſcrip- 
ture, God ſwears by himſelf, that he would not by 
any means the death of the wicked ; that he defires 
nothing but their ' converſion and life, and receives 
them graciouſly as ſoon as they return to him. The 
conſideration of God's great mercy ſhould fill ſmners 
with confidence, and engage them to repent, and 
thereby prevent their ruin. III. Ezekiel teaches us, 
that God has no reſpect in his judgment, but to the 
good and evil which every man has done; and that as 
ſinners who change their courſe of life ſhall obtain 
mercy ; fo likewile the righteous, if they forſake their 
righteouſneſs, ſhall die in their ſin. What God ſays 
in ſo clear and expreſs a manner on this head, ſets his 
Ce 2 unbounded 
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unbounded goodneſs towards men in a clear light, ag 
well as his unſpotted juſtice ; and this doctrine ought 
to ſtop the mouths of hardned ſinners, and inſpire good 
men with a wholſome fear. IV. We have a remark. 
able inſtance of the juſtice of God, and of the truth of 
his threatnings, in the taking of Feruſalem, and in 
the calamities that fell upon the Jews that till re. 
mained in Judea. However, it is to be remarked, 
that thoſe Jews, though guilty of all manner of wick- 
edneſs, and even of idolatry, flattered themſelves till 
then, that they ſhould remain in their own land, and 
continue to poſſeſs it. Thus ſinners imagine they have 
nothing to fear, when they are the objects of God"; 
wrath, and his vengeance: is going to take hold of 
them. Laſtly, God reproaches the Jews for coming 
to hear the prophet Ezekiel, and not doing what he 
ſaid ; which teaches us, that it is downright hypocriſy, 
and the moſt criminal contempt, to hear the word of 
God, and not practiſe what it preſcribes, 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


TV HIS chapter contains two things: I. Threat- 

1 nings againſt falſe ſhepherds, that is to ſay, a- 
gainſt the prophets and magiſtrates, who, inſtead of 
taking care of the flock and ſheep of the Lord, are the 
occaſion of their ruin. II. It contains promiles, by 
which God engages to ſave his ſheep, to give them 
good ſhepherds ; and above all, to ſend a great ſhep- 
herd, who ſhould redeem his people, and render them 
eternally happy. 


REFLECTIONS. 


6 HIS is a chapter, which both magiſtrates and 

the rulers of the church ought to meditate upon 
very ſeriouſly. The complaints that God here makes 
of falſe ſhepherds, and the curſes he denounces a. 


gainſt 
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gainſt them, ſhew, that it is the duty of paſtors, with 
their utmoſt diligence, to watch over the ſheep with 
which they are intruſted, and to provide with care and 
readineſs, for all their wants; and that if they fail 
herein, they muſt give a ſevere account to God for it. 
This too lays an obligation upon princes and ma- 
giſtrates, to govern faithfully and juſtly the people 
committed to their truſt, What befel the Jews, who 
for the unfaithfulneſs of their prophets and magiſtrates 
were utterly deſtroyed, ſhews, that it is the greateſt 
misfortune to a nation to have wicked rulers ;. and 
that all who are concerned for the glory of God, and 
the happineſs and edification of the church, have great 
reaſon to pray to God, that he would always raiſe up 
to his people faithful and good paſtors. As to the 
promiſes which God makes in this chapter, to fave his 
ſheep, and to be himſelf. their ſhepherd and their 
guide; they firſt denote the return of the Jews from 
their captivity at Babylon into their own country; 
which they did by the authority of Cyrus, and under 
the conduct of their rulers; but they more perfectly 
agree to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who is the great 
ſhepherd of the ſheep, that good ſhepherd who has 
laid down his life for them, who came to gather them 
together in his church, and will give them everlaſting 
life, as he himſelf has declared in the goſpel, 


CH AP. XXXV. 


E Z E KIE L propheſies againſt the Edomites, and 
foretels their utter deſtruction, becauſe of the 
great miſchiefs they had done to the Jews, and be- 
cauſe they had even proudly oppoſed God himſelt. 
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REFLECTIONS. 
W E here ſee, that the Edomites were to feel the 
AI divine vengeance, and that their country was 

to be laid waſte, becauſe they bore a mortal Hatred to 
the people of 7/ael, and had not only rejoiced in their 
deſtruction, but had even aſſiſted in bringing it about, 
and had behaved with great infolence and barbarity. 
Theſe menaces were not long before they were put in 
execution againſt the Edomites, their country being 
plundered and laid waſte by the fame king that had 
deſtroyed Feruſalem, and ſome time after by the Jews 
in the time of the Maccabees. Thus God puniſhes 
thoſe who have no pity on the miſerable, and take 
pleafure in doing evil to others; hut eſpecially thoſe 


who perſecute his church. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


I. IX Z ERKIE foretels the ruin of the Edomites, 

and the other enemies of God's. people, and 
the reſtoration of the Jews to their own land. II. He 
ſays, that God had deſtroyed Zeruſalem, and ſcattered 
the people of Iſrael, becauſe of their fins; but that 
the Lord would have compaſſion on them, would 
again cauſe them to inhabit their land, and would 
heap his favours upon them; and above all, that he 
would ſanctity them, and fill them with the knowledge 
and fear of his holy name: And that he would do all 
this for his own glory, and to convince the idolatrous 
nations that there was no other God but he. 


* 


REFLECTIONS. 


= HE reading of this chapter engages us to con- 
ſider, I. That if God formerly ſuffered his peo- 
ple to be oppreſſed by their enemies for a while, it 


was 
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was not that he deſigned to caſt them off utterly, but 
becauſe he was willing to purify them by affliction, 
and at length to manifeſt his power and juſtice in de- 
livering them, and in puniſhing thoſe that had aflit- - 
ed them. We ſhould paſs the ſame judgment on the 

perſecutions to which the church is expofed, as well 

25 on the afflictions which God diſpenſes to particular 
men in this life. II. The promiſe God here makes 

of reſtoring, protecting, and ſanctifying his people, 

is not confined to the deliverance of the Jews, and to 

the temporal bleſſings vouchſafed them in their land, 

after their return from Babylon; it agrees more eſpeci- 

ally to the ſpiritual bleſſings that God was to beſtow 

firſt on the Jews, and afterwards on all men, in the 

times of the Meſſiah, and was accompliſhed by the 

coming of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſending of the Holy 

Ghoſt, and by the preaching of the goſpel. III. 

What we are chiefly to conſider in theſe promiſes is, 

that the deſign of God in granting us theſe bleſſings 

was to withdraw men from ſin, to ſanctify them, and 

to give them a new heart and a new ſpirit, that they 

might walk in his ſtatutes, and keep his command- 

ments. This then is what we ought chiefly to labour 

after; this is the end to which we ſhould apply the 
mercies which God vouchſafes us by the new covenant, 

which we have the happineſs to live under. 


CH AP. XXXVII 


Ezekiel relates the viſion he had ſeen of a field 
covered with the bones of dead bodies that were 
brought to life again; by which God was pleaſed to 
aſſure the Jews, that he was able ro bring them back 
trom the captivity of Babylon, though there ſeemed 
to be no appearance of their reſtoration, In the ſe- 

CE > cond 


T HIS chapter conſiſts of two parts. In the birſt, 


408 1, WEEERIE L, 


cond, the prophet ſhews, by the emblem of two pieces 
of wood joined together, that the Lord would reunite 
the Jews of Ephraim, that is, of the ten tribes, and 
thoſe of the kingdom of Judab; that they ſhould 
make but one people, and live under one king ; and 
thar God would make an everlaſting covenant with 
them. 

/ 


REFLECTIONS. 


| ff T HIS viſion of Ezekiel, in which God ſhewed 

him dead bodies raiſed to life, tended to in. 
ſtruct the Jews, that though they were in a very deplo- 
rable condition, and there ſeemed to be no hopes of 
their recovery, yet God by his infinite power would 
infallibly deliver them. From whence we may gather, 
that nothing is impoſſible with God, and that he ne- 
ver wants means to accompliſh his promiſes. This 
viſion is likewiſe to be conſidered as a moſt expreſs 
type of the general reſurrection. Though our bodies 
are reduced to duſt, God is able to give them lite 
again, and reunite them to our ſouls ; which he will 
infallibly do at the laſt day, as we are moſt clearly 
taught in the. goſpel, Ezekiel's prophecy of the two 
nations of IJſrael and of Judab being one day ga- 
thered together, and united under one king, to ſerve 
God with one accord, can be but imperfectly applied 
to the ſtate of the Jews after the captivity z ſince a 
conſiderable part of them, eſpecially thoſe of the ten 
tribes, never returned into their own country, and 
thoſe who did return, remained there but a ſhort time, 
and were almoſt always under the dominion of foreign 
princes. This prophecy therefore mult relate to the 
calling of the Jews under the goſpel, their union in 
the church of Chriſt, and particularly their converſion, 
hen that people ſhall embrace the Chriſtian religion. 


CHAP, 


% 
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C H A P. XXXVIII, XXXIX. 


TN theſe two chapters, the prophet foretels, that 

the church ſhould be aſſaulted by Gog : by which 
the holy ſpirit is ſuppoſed to deſcribe the miſeries 
which the neighbouring kings, and in particular 
Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, would bring up- 
on the Jews, after their return from Babylon; the 
deſtruction of that cruel prince, and the glorious de- 
liverance which God would vouchſafe his people by 
the Maccabees, | 29 


REFLECTION S on chap. xxxviii, and xxxix. 


A S the Jews were expoſed, ſome time after their 

return from the Babyloniſb captivity, to cruel 
perſecutions, particularly under the reign of Antio- 
chus, king of Syria ; God forewarned them of it by 
this prophecy of Ezekiel, and by another of Daniel, 


who likewiſe foretold the ſame event; that when 


theſe evils came upon them, they might. not be ſur- 
priſed. In truth, they were attacked and oppreſſed 
by Anticchus, who made war upon them, put a great 
number of, them to death, profaned the temple at Je- 
ruſalem, and for ſome time prevented the perform- 
ance of divine ſervice. But in their diſtreſs they ex- 
perienced the divine aſſiſtance; that prince was van- 
quiſhed, by the divine bleſſing upon the arms of the 
Maccabees; he became an example of divine ven- 
geance; and the Jews recovered their liberty. Thus 
God was pleaſed to try and purify his people; giving 
them, in the ſight of the idolatrous nations, ſignal 
proofs of his protection; and diſpoſing them for the 
reception of the Meſſiah, who was ſoon to be ſent 
unto them. 


CHAP. 


| 
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CHAP. XL. 


N this and the following chapters, to the end of 

the book, Ezekiel relates a viſion which he ſaw 
tourteen years after the taking of Jeruſalem ; wherein 
are deſcribed the temple, and the ſervice that was to 
be performed in it, the diviſion of the land of Ca- 
naan to the twelve tribes of 1/rael, together with a 
plan of a new city. Some apply this prophecy to the 
temple that was rebuilt after the captivity, and to the 
ſtate of the Jews at that time. But, conſidering that 
the ſecond temple was not built as Ezekiel here re- 
preſents; that the twelve tribes did not return into 
their own country; that the land of Canaan was not 
divided unto them; that Feruſalem was not rebuilt 
according to the plan laid down by Ezekiel; conſi- 
dering, farther, that there are laws mentioned in theſe 
chapters which were never obſerved by the Jews 
fince their return, and promiſes which have not 
been fulfilled; others are of opinion, this viſion 
ſhould be explained in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and under- 
ſtand it of the chriſtian church. Some think it re- 
preſents what would have happened, if the twelve 
tribes had been converted and turned unto God. 
Laſtly, There are others of opinion, that theſe pre- 
dictions relate to the reſtoration of the Jewiſh nation 
in the latter times, when they ſhall be converted. As 
all theſe explanations are attended with ſeveral difficul- 


ties, it would be hard to determine the ſenſe of theſe 


chapters with certainty, and to make any particular 
reflections on them. | 
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Of the PROPHET 


D A N 1 1. 


ARGUMENT. 


Daniel was very remarkable for his bolineſt, his great 


zeal, and the revelations he received. The teſtimony 
given of him by God, in the fourteenth and twenty- 
eighth chapters of Ezekiel; and what Jeſus Chriſt 
ſays of him in the goſpel, proves that be was à very 
boly man, and a great prophet, He lived at Baby- 
lon ſix hundred years before the coming of our Lord; 
and was there known as a prophet, all the time of 
the captivity, and beyond il, that is upwards of ſe- 
venty years ; ſo that he lived to a very advanced age. 
This book is made up of hiſtories and remarkable 
prophecies. We have here the hiſtory of ſeveral con- 
iderablèe events, which happened at Babylon, both to 
the prophet Daniel, and to the kings of ibat coun- 
try; and ſeveral prophecies, which deſcribe the re- 
volutions that were to happen in the kingdoms of the 
world, and particularly in the ſtate of the Fes; 
as alſo the coming of the Meſſiah 

CHAP. 


412 . 


CHAP. I. 


N this chapter we ſee how Daniel was brought to 
Babylon, and educated at the court of king Veby- 
chadnezzar. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


T HERE are three reflections to be made upon 

this firſt chapter of Daniel. I. The firſt is, that 
by. the providence of God Daniel was carried captive 
to Babylon with the other Jews, was brought up at 
the king's court, and there became famous by his 
wiſdom, and by the gift of prophecy. Providence 


fo diſpoſed all theſe events for the conſolation of the 


captive Jews, and to make known the true God 
among thoſe idolatrous people, and for. the comfort 
and inſtruction of the church in all ages. II. We 


have a noble example of temperance, piety, and con- 
fidence in God, in the behaviour of Damel and his 


three companians, -who. lived only upon water and 


pulſe, and refuſed to eat of the king's meat, becauſe 


the Babylonians.ate ſome animals which it was not 


lawful for the Jews to eat, and becauſe their meat 
was molt commonly offered to idols. This piety and 
temperance of Daniel and his friends, who, though 
they were then but young, at which time men are 
molt inclined to pleaſure, and lived in an idolatrous 
court greatly addicted to ſenſuality, yet kept them- 
ſelves pure and undefiled ; ſhould teach all, eſpecially 
young perſons, and thoſe who live among the great, 
to ſhun luxury, to be ſober, and never to do any thing 
contrary. to religion or their conſciences. III. We 
here obſerve, that God granted Daniel, together with 
bodily health, great.underſtanding, and extraordinary 


gifts, and raiſed him to conſiderable employments. 


As God deſigned Daniel for great things, he trained 
him 
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him up for them from his youth, by the extraordi- 
nary gifts he beſtowed on him, and by giving him 
favour with the powerful prince Nebuchadnezzar and 
his ſucceſſors, till the kingdom paſſed from the Chal- 


deans to the Perſians. Thus God bleſſes thoſe that 


fear him, beſtows his favours upon ſober and pious 
perſons, and often grants them temporal bleſſings, 
as a reward of their godlineſs, 


EMAP. © 


HIS chapter gives an account of a dream of 

king Nebuchadnezzar's, in which he ſaw a 
great image compoſed of divers metals. The aſtro- 
logers, becauſe they could not find out nor explain 
the dream, were condemned to death; but Daniel 
rehearſed and explained it to the king, who confeſſed 
that the God whom Daniel worſhipped was the true 
God; and exalted the prophet and his three friends 
to great honours, 


REFLECTION 8. 


T HES E are the principal reflections to be made 
upon this chapter: I. That God ſent Nebuchad- 
nezzar a dream, and then permitted that prince to 
forget it, that when Daniel told him his dream, he 
might be the better diſpoſed to receive and believe 
what Daniel ſhould tell him, and that he might con- 
feſs that this dream came from God, who alone 
knows things to come. II. The incapacity of the wiſe 
men of Babylon to find out the dream, diſcovers very 
plainly that thoſe people were impoſtors, and that 
none but the true God can diſcover hidden things, 
III. Daniel's promiſing the king that he would tell 
him his dream, and explain it to him, is a proof of 
his ſurpriſing faith and great confidence in God, ſince, 
if he could not have done what he promiſed, he — 
TY ave 
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have been put to death. And ſince God upon the 
prayers of Daniel and his friends, revealed Nebuchad. 
nezzar's dream; we ſee that the prayers of the righ- 
teous are of great efficacy. But that which is chiefly 
to be obſerved is, the interpretation of this dream, 
Daniel ſhews, that there ſhould be four powerful king- 
doms ſucceeding one another : the Ft was that of 
the Chaldeans, which was then ſubſiſting, and of 
which Nebuchadnezzar was King, but which was 
ſoon to come to an end ; the ſecond was that of the 
Medes and Perſians ; and the third the kingdom of 
Alexander the great, and of the Grecians. As to the 
fourth kingdom, ſome will have it to be that of the 
kings of Syria and Egypt, who reigned after Alex- 
ander the great; and they think what is here ſaid de- 
ſcribes what was to befal the Jews under thele kings, 
particularly under Antiochus Epiphanes, the cruel 
perſecutor of the people of God. Others imagine 
the fourth to be the Roman empire ; founding their 
opinion chiefly on this, that in the time of this fourth 
kingdom, God would eſtabliſh his kingdom by Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; and thus the ancients underſtood this pro- 
phecy. This is certain, that theſe empires ſucceeded 
each other; and after all theſe revolutions, the king- 
dom of God was manifefted by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. We cannot ſufficiently admire this noble 
prophecy, which extends to ſo many ages: It for- 
merly ſerved, as we learn at the end of this chapter, 
to make the true God known among the idolaters, 
and to render the king of Babylon favourable to the 
Jews. It ought to make ſtill greater impreſſion up- 
on us, who have ſeen the accompliſhment of this pro- 
phecy, and ſhould fully convince us, that there is a 
God who perfectly knows things to come. We ought 
alſo from hence to conclude, that the raiſing and o- 
verthrowing of kingdoms and ſtates, and the various 
changes that happen in the world, proceed from God's 

provie 


| \ 
providence, who has always in view the good of the 
church, and of thoſe. that fear him. 


CHAP. II 


ING Nebuchadnezzar cauſes à great image of 
gold to be made, and commands that. every 
one ſhould worſhip it; which the three friends of 
Daniel having refuſed to do, the king cauſed them 
to be thrown into the fiery furnace; but God pre- 
ſerved them miraculouſly in the fire, inſomuch that 
th Nebuchadnezza being aſtoniſhed at the miracle, con- 
feſſed, and publicly proclaimed the power of the 
true God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


rue! JN the remarkable hiſtory here ſet down, we may 

| obſerve theſe four things: I. The folly, pride, 
heir I and impiety of Nebuchaanezzar, who ſer up this 
auth golden image, and commanded all his ſubjects, up- 
Je. on pain of death, to worſhip it. Idolatry and ſuper- 
pro. WW ſtition are always cruel and extravagant, and in Ne- 
ded Wl buchadnezzar we have the picture of haughty, ido- 
ing. latrous, and perſecuting princes. II. We here fee 
the admirable conſtancy and generous reſolution of 
oble YI the three Hebrews, who, without heſitating, anſwer- 
for. | ed the king, that they choſe rather to be thrown into 
ter, I the fiery furnace than to obey his command. This 
ers, ¶ is a noble example of faith and conſtancy, which 
the WU teaches us, that the fear of men will never induce 
up. good men to fin againſt God. When their duty to 
2r0- I God is concerned, they do not deliberate what courſe 
151 to take; but are always ready, when called to it, 
ght boldly to expoſe their lives for his glory, and in the 
| O- if defence of true religion. III. The Chaldeans, who 
10U5 WF caſt the three Hebrews into the furnace, were them- 
od's ſelves conſumed by the flames, and Daniel's three 
"I , friends 
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friends were ſo miraculouſly preſerved by the angel 
of the Lord, that the fire did not do them the leaſt 
harm. Thus God puniſhed the cruel and idolatrous 
Chaldeans, made them feel the effects of his power, 
rendered the miracle wrought in behalf of the He- 
brews more viſible and inconteſtable, and rewarded 
the zeal and piety of his ſervants, who expoſed their 
lives for his ſake. St Paul particularly aſcribesthis 
miraculous deliverance to the faith of Daniel's three 
friends, when he ſays, That by faith they quenched 
the violence of fire. Let us from hence learn to ac- 
knowledge the great efficacy of faith ; that God ne- 
ver wants power to deliver thoſe that ſuffer for his 
ſake ; that he ſupports his children in their afflictions; 
that he is with them in the greateſt dangers, and gives 
them a happy iflue out of them. Laſtly, The zeal 
which Nebuchadnezzar expreſſed for the glory of the 
God whom Danie! worſhipped, the homage he paid 
him, and his commendation of the faith and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs of the three Hebrews, ſhould lead us to acknow- 
| ledge and adore the power of that great God, who 
alone does marvellous things, and who diſplays his 
power in behalf of thoſe who ſerve him faithfully 
and put their truſt in him. The behaviour of this 
heathen prince ſhould engage chriſtian princes and 
magiſtrates to honour God, to cauſe religion to be 
had in reverence, to reſtrain impiety, and not to ſuf- 
fer any inſults to be offered to the divine majeſty. 


e. I. 


HIS chapter conſiſts of three parts: I. An ac- 
count of a dream, in which king Nebuchagnez- 
zar ſaw a great tree, whoſe branches were lopt off. 
II. Daniel's interpretation of the dream, who told 
the king, that he ſhould be driven from his kingdom, 


and afterwards reſtored to it again. III. We lee the 
| ACCOM- 
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accompliſhment of the dream, 'and of all that Daniel 
had foretold. | 9 


REFLECTIONS. 


T H1S hiſtory furniſhes us with many inſtructions. 
I. What happened to Nebuchadnezzar,. when he 

was in the height of his glory, teaches us, that pro- 
ſperity is a dangerous ſtate ; that men eaſily fall from 
a ſtate of plenty and grandeur into pride and ſecurity, 
and that then they are moſt in danger of God's judg- 
ment; pride generally going before a fall. II. Ob- 
ſerve, That as God had formerly by a dream revealed 
his will to Pharaoh, he was pleaſed likewiſe to reveal 
himſelf ro Nebuchadnezzar, informing him what was 
to befal him, by a dream which Damel interpreted 
that this prince might confeſs that his humiliation pro- 
ceeded from God. Thus God in his loving-kindneſs 
warns men of their approaching miſeries, and teaches 
them how 'they may avoid them. III. The counſel 
which Daniel gave the king, to break off his ſins by 
riphteouſneſs, and bis iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
poor, teaches us to repair, by all poſſible means, the 
ſins we have committed, and that works of charity 
have a peculiar efficacy to avert the wrath of God, 
when they proceed from true repentance. IV. Ob- 
ſerve the puniſhment of Nebuchadnezzar, who was 
driven from his kingdom, deprived of his reaſon, and 
reduced to the ſtate of a brute ; this prince falling into 
a madneſs and deep melancholy, which made him 
brutiſh, and for a time rendered him unfit for human 
ſociety. This event, which heathen hiſtorians make 
mention of, was diſpenſed by God, as is obſerved in 
this chapter, and as the king afterwards confeſſed, 
that men might know that the almighty God ruleth 
over kings; that he does whatſoever he pleaſes; that 
he exalts and abaſes whom he will; and particularly, 
that he is juſt, and knows how to humble the proud. 
Vol. II. D d Laſtly, 
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marks of his fear of the true God, ordering all his 


return of his favour, And Nebuchadnezzar's ſolemn 


profaning the ſacred veſſels of the temple of Jeruſa- 
cree of his death, as Daniel interpreted it. This de- 


lain that very night, and Babylon taken by Darius, 
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Laſtly, We have ſeen how Nebuchadnezzar recovered 
his ſenſes, and humbled himſelf, and gave public 


ſubjects to revere him; and then was reſtored to his 
kingdom. Thus we ſee, how God's chaſtiſements 
bring men to a ſenſe of their duty, and procure the 


acknowledgment of the majeſty and juſtice of God, 
teaches the princes and great men of the world their ob. 
igation to worſhip God, and with all their might to 
promote his glory, | 


CHAP. v. 


F ING Belſbaxzar making a great feaſt, at the 
K time Babylon was beſieging by the Medes, and 


lem, ſaw a hand, which wrote upon the wall the de- 
cree was executed immediately, Belſhazzar being 


By this means the monarchy of the Chaldeans paſſed 
to the Medes and Perſians, as Daniel and the other 
prophets had foretold. WE 
= » 3 'ReyLi * © TIONS. | 
THE hiſtory. recorded in this chapter is very re- 
markable; but what is chiefly to be obſerved is, 
I. That while king Belſhaxzar was making a great 
feaſt for his nobles, giving himſelf up to mirth, and 
diſhonouring the true God, by drinking in the ſacred 


veſſels of the temple of Jeruſalem to the honour o infin 
idols; God cauſed a hand to appear writing his con- ef h 
demnation: that this prodigy, and Daniel's explana -: de. 


tion of it, might convince that idolatrous people, that 
the ſame God, whoſe temple Nebuchadnezzar, tir 
grandfather of Be//hazzar, had deſtroyed, was going 
N 1 
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to overthrow the empire of the Chal/deans. II. The 
very great confuſion arid uneaſineſs of Belſbaxzar at 
the ſight of the hand, ſhews, that nothing is more 
weak and timorous than a'guilty conſcience ; and that 
the divine judgments overtake the ungodly, when 
they think themſelves moſt ſecure. III. Obſerve that 
Daniel reproached the king for not making a better 
uſe of the judgments with which God had chaſtiſed 
his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar ; for perſiſting in his 
pride, and ſetting himſelf againſt God, by profaning 
the veſſels of the temple of Feruſalem, and praiſing 
his idols, inſtead of giving glory to God. This is a 
viſible proof of the divine vengeance on thoſe whoſe 
heart is lifted up with proſperity ; on the profane and 
ungodly, who, inſtead of reverencing him from 
whom they receive life and breath and all things, 
have the inſolence to exalt themſelves againſt him; 
and on thoſe who do not improve the warnings he 
gives them, the afflictions he viſits them with, nor 
the examples he ſets before their eyes. Laſtly, The 
death of Bel/hazzar, and the ruin of the Babyloni/þ 
empire, which then paſſed to the Medes and Perſians, 
is an event the more remarkable, as it had been fore- 
told, not only by Daniel, but by Iſaiab, Feremiab, 
and the other prophets, who had expreſsly foretold 
that Babylon ſhould be taken in the night, while the 
king and the princes were rejoicing z which is alſo 
confirmed by the writers of profane hiſtory. This 
hiſtory, therefore, ſhould be looked upon as a proof 
of the divine authority of the ſacred writings, and of 
the truth of religion; and ſhould lead us to adore the 
infinite power and wiſdom of God, and the wonders 
of his providence, which with ſo much wiſdom, jul- 
ice and goodneſs, directs all events, 
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CHAP. VI. 


. ANTEL is raiſed by king Darius to great 

honour, at which the great men of the king- 
dom being jealous, obtain an edict to forbid that any 
prayers ſhould be made, for. the ſpace of thirty days, 
to any god or man whatever, except to the king. II. 
But Daniel continuing as uſual to pray to God pub- 
licly, was accuſed of violating the king's decree, and 
was caſt into the den of lions, where God miraculouſly 
preſerved him. III. The king, aſtoniſhed at the mi- 
racle, commands that the God of Daniel ſhould be 
worſhipped by all men. | 


7 REFLECTIONS. 


TH E RE are ſeveral very important reflection: 

to be made upon this chapter: I. The fidelity 
with which Daniel ſerved king Darius, is an example 
for thoſe in public poſts to diſcharge their duty with 
integrity. II. In the decree that Darius publiſhed, 
upon the importunity of Daniel's enemies, we obſerve, 
on one hand, the folly and impiety of a prince who 
defired to be worſhipped as a god; and on the other, 
the evils that ariſe from envy and jealouſy, and how 
dangerous it is to liſten to thoſe who make uſe of cratt, 
ſlander and violence, to deſtroy the innocent. III. 
We here ſee the zeal of Daniel, who had been religi- 
ous and devout in the greateſt proſperity, and fo con- 
tinues, when he is in the greateſt danger on that very 
account. He is no way intimidated by the king“ 
edict ; continues to worſhip his God, and that pub- 
licly, without fearing the danger to which he was ex- 
poſed ; leſt, if he had done it in ſecret, he might be 
thought to diſſemble his faith, and obey the king 
command. On ſuch occaſions we muſt make pub: 


tic profeſſion of our faith, without the leaſt diſſimula. 
tion, 
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tion, and without betraying our conſciences for fear of 
men. IV. It is to be obſerved, that Darius was 
weak enough to conſent to Daniel's death, though he 
thought him innocent. God did not think fit to deli- 

ver his ſervant by means of king Darius; but ſuffered 

Daniel to be caſt into the den of lions, becauſe he de- 

figned to fend his angel to deliver him in a more glo- 
nous manner. The ſcripture ſays, that Daniel was 
thus preſerved, becauſe innocency was found in him, \ 
and be believed in his God. This was a glorious re- 
ward of his fidelity, and a ſurpriſing effect of his 

faith, as St Paul obſerves in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 

Thus God protects his ſervants; if they ſeem ſome- 

times to be forſaken, and paſt recovery, he at laſt 

happily delivers them out of all their trials. V. Ano- 

ther reflection to be made is, that the lions had no 

power over Daniel; but his enemies were devoured 

by them immediately, This makes the divine pro- 

tection of Daniel the more viſible; and thus God 

brings upon ſinners the evil they deſigned for others. 

Laſtly, The folemn acknowledgment that king Da- 

rius made of the majeſty of the true God, engages us 
to adore the goodneſs, juſtice, and almighty power of 

the Lord in all things, to publiſh his marvellous works, 

and to admire the ways of his providence, who made 

uſe of this king's edit, and of Nebuchadnezzar, and 

ſeveral other heathen princes, to make himſelf known 

among thoſe idolatrous nations. Chriſtian princes 

ought ſeriouſly to attend to theſe things, if they would 
not have theſe idolatrous princes riſe up in judgment 

againſt them, | 


C33A Pi” VIE. 


HIS chapter contains the viſion which the 
prophet Daniel had of the four beaſts, and the 
explanation which an angel gave him of that viſion; 
| Dd 3 telling 
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telling him, there would be four great empites; and 


that in the time of the fourth, the . of God 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E ought to meditate upon this prophecy with 
great attention, This myſterious dream which 
God ſent to Daniel, and the angel's explanation of it, 
denote the very ſame thing as the viſion of the great 
image, mentioned in the ſecond chapter of this book; 
namely, that four great empires ſhould ſucceed each 
other; the firſt, the empire of the Babylonians; the 
ſecond, that of the Medes and Perſians; the third, 
the Grecian empire; and the fourth, as was obſerved 
on the ſecond chapter, either that of the kings of H. 
ria and Egypt, called the Selcutides and the Lagides, 
or that of the Roman. According to the firſt inter. 
pretation, that horn, that is, that power which would 
make war againſt the ſaints, but was to be deſtroyed, 
is king Ant iochus, who ſo cruelly treated the Jews, 
and reduced them to the utmoſt extremities. If ve 
follow the ſecond interpretation, that power means An- 
tichriſt, who was to appear in the church, but whom 
God would deſtroy ; after which the kingdom of God 
would be fully manifeſted. Theſe prophecies, which 
extend to ſo many ages, and foretold ſo long before- 
hand theſe great revolutions, ſhew, that Daniel ſpake 
by divine inſpiration; that things to come are perfect. 
ly known to God, and that he rules over all things. 
We ought principally to acknowledge, that among al 
theſe revolutions, God had in view the eſtabliſhing 
his kingdom among men; and that the famous pro- 
phecy, which foretels that the ſon of man ſhould re- 
ceive of God a kingdom and dominion over all things, 
and that his kingdom ſhould have no. end, and that 
the ſaints ſhould reign with him, undoubtedly relate 


t0 


CA. VII, VIII. 
o our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that he has ſecured 
eternal glory and perfect happineſs for all his ſaints 
and faithful ſervants. 47 | Ro 
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CHAP. VII 


T HIS chapter has two patts. The firſt is, The 
viſion that Daniel ſaw of the ram and of the 
goat, fighting with one another. The ſecond, is the 
interpretation of that viſion by the angel Gabriel; the 
ſubſtance of which is, that a king of Javan, that is, 
of Greece, ſhould overthrow the monarchy of the 
Medes and Perfians ; as it happened when Alexander the 
great conquered Darius, the king of Perſia. Then 
the angel declares, that after the death of Alexander, 
there ſhould ariſe four horns ; which ſignified, that 
his empire ſhould be divided into four chief kingdoms; 
and that out of one of them there ſhould arife a king, 
proud and cruel, who would grievouſly perſecute the 
Jews, and cauſe the ſervice of God to ceaſe for the 
ſpace of three years and a half; but that he ſhould at 
laſt be deſtroyed. This was Antiochus Epiphanes, king 
of Syria. ' 


REFLECTIONS. 


T H E prophecy contained in this chapter has been 

fully accompliſhed, and by the event is made fo 
clear, that there remains not the leaſt obſcurity in it. 
The empire of the Medes and Perſians was raiſed to a 
great height, but was deſtroyed by Alexander the great, 
who conquered Darius king of Perſia. The monar- 


chy of Alexander” was after his death divided into 
four principal kingdoms; and from one of them, 
which was that of Syria, roſe up Antiochus, ſirnamed 
the Illuſtrious, who cruelly perſecuted the Jews; and 


made divine ſervice to ceaſe for three years and a half; 
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after 
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after which the Jews were delivered from that perſecu- 
tion, the temple was purified, and” Antiochus felt the 
effects of the divine vengeance. From this it indiſ- 

utably follows, that Daniel, who told ſo long before. 
— all theſe events, was divinely inſpired. To this 
general reflection, which ſo evidently proves the truth 
of religion, we muſt add one particular conſideration; 
which is, that God was pleaſed to reveal all theſe 
things to Daniel, and make known to him what great 
miſeries Antiochus would bring upon the Jews, but 
that they ſhould be delivered from the tyranny of that 
prince, It was neceſſary the Jews ſhould be warned of 
this, that when this perſecution came upon them, they 
might with conſtancy bear up under it. This engages 
us to conſider, that God, whoſe providence governs 
all things, over-rules in a particular manner the events 
which concern the church; he ſometimes permits it to 
be oppreſſed for a while, but never quite forſakes it, 
and always ſets bounds to the malice of perſecutors, 
Laſtly, We ought to pray, that as the ſanctuary was 
formerly cleanſed from the abominations introduced 
by Anliochus, God would alſo purify his church, and 
Purge chriſtianity from the many pollutions which pre- 
Vall in it. 8 
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INES chapter contains two things: I. An excel. 

L lent prayer, in which Daniel confeſſes the fins 
of the Jews, and implores the mercy. of God upon 
them. II. A moſt remarkable prophecy, ſhewing, 
that from the reſtoration of Feruſalem, to the coming 
of the Meſſiah, there would bg ſeventy weeks of 
years, that is four hundred and ninety years. We 
ſee likewiſe in this prophecy, that the Meſſiah was to 
die; that the Romans would take and deſtroy Zeru- 
| ſalen, 
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ſalem, and cauſe a general deſolation throughout al 
the country of the Jews. 


R zrLECTIONS 


ANTE L's prayer is an excellent pattern of that 

humility with which we ſhould acknowledge and 
confeſs our ſins before God, eſpecially in calamitous 
times. We learn in this prayer, that the ſins of men 
kindle the wrath of God againſt them ; and that the 
way to appeaſe it, is to betake ourſelves to the mercy 
of God, with a ſincere repentance and reformation of 
our lives. Daniel's prayer for the reſtoration of Fe- 
alem and the temple, ſhews, that it is the duty of 
all che ſincere members of the church to be con- 
cerned for it, and to offer up continual and devout 
prayers for its proſperity. The prophecy of the ſe- 
venty weeks, is one of the moſt expreſs prophecies in 
all the old Teſtament : it clearly determines the time 
that was to paſs between the decree for rebuilding 
Jeruſalem, and the death of the Meſſiah. The angel 
who ſpake to Daniel ſays, the time was to be four 
hundred and ninety years, to be reckoned from the 
decree made in favour of the Jews by Artaxerxes, 
ſirnamed Longimanus. This prophecy expreſsly de- 
clares, that at the end of this term the Meſſiah ſhould 
come; that he would make an atonement for ſin by 
his death; that he would eſtabliſh and confirm the 
covenant of God with men ; and that afterwards the 
Romans ſhould come and deſtroy the city and tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem, All theſe things have been exactly 
tulfilled at the time and in the manner foretold, as 
we are moſt certainly informed by hiſtory. Thus we 
have in this prophecy an immovable ſupport of our 
faith, as it proves beyond contradiction the divine 
authority of the holy ſcriptures, and the truth of the 
chriſtian religion ; ſhewing, in the cleareſt manner, 
that Jeſus is the promiſed Meſſiah, who has redeemed 
us 
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us by his death, and ſtrongly engaging us to believe in 
him as our Saviour, and to fubmit to the doctrines 
which he preache. | 


CH AN Tae ' 


HIS chapter and the two following contain 

a revelation made to Daniel; the Gefen of 
which was to inform him what was to befal the Jews, 
from the reign of Cyrus king of Perſia, to the end 
of the perſecution. In this chapter Daniel relates a 
viſion of an angel that appeared to him in the ſhape 
of a man clothed in linen ; the. fright which the vi- 
fion cauſed ; and how the angel comforted him, and 
Prepared him to hear the things he had to tell him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


F what the angel ſaid to Danzel in this chapter 
- this is the ſum; that the prayers of that pro- 
phet in behalf of the Jews had been heard; but that 

the kings of Perſia would oppoſe them; that the Jews 
would be croſſed in their deſign of building the temple; 
that, nevertheleſs, God would protect them; that the 
prince of Javan, or of the Greeks, that is, Alexander 
the great, would come againſt the Perſians; and that 
the principal angels, ſuch as he who talked with Da- 
niel, and Michael the archangel, would be employed 
by God to defend and aſſiſt the Jews, and to ſtreng- 
then the kings who were for the Jews, as, at the be- 
ginning of the following chapter, the angel who here 
ſpeaks is ſaid to have ſtrengthned king Darius. 
I. The affliction and faſting of Daniel, who mourned 
for three weeks, ſhould be conſidered as the effect of 
his zeal for the reſtoration of the Jews; it being the 
character of pious and zealous perſons to affſict them- 
ſelves when the glory of God is obſtructed, and to 
offer up prayers for the peace and proſperity of the 
church. II. We here ſee how much God loves 
who 
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who fear him, and ſerve him faithfully; and how 
great regard he has to their prayers and to their grief. 
This evidently appears, from the viſion of the angel 
who was ſent to Daniel, and the kind manner in which 
he ſpake to him; affuring him that he was acceptable 
to God, and that his prayers had been heard. III. 
What the angel ſaid to Daniel, that he had laboured 
and fought tor the Jews, againſt thoſe who ſought 
their ruin, is a proof of God's care of his church, and 
that he protects it in the worſt of times, and finds 
means to deliver it. This ſhews too, that God makes 
uſe of the miniſtry of angels, to execute his deſigns, 
and for the good of thoſe he is pleaſed to bleſs. But 
what ought to fill us with _— confidence is, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the head and king of the church, 
watches over it continually, and diſplays his power in 
its behalf. N ππ]ͥ0ö N e 


C HAP. XI. 

HE angel goes on ſpeaking to Daniel, and re- 
6 vealing to him things to come. This prophecy 
has three parts. I. It points out the end of the Per- 
ſian empire, and the eſtabliſhment of the Grecian mo- 
narchy by Alexander the great. II. The dividing-of 
that monarchy after his death, and the wars that wefe 
to be between the kings of Egypt and the kings of 
Syria. III. The reign of Antiechus king of Syria, 
his wars with the king of Egypt, and particularly his 
perſecution of the Jews, his attempt to aboliſh the di- 
vine worſhip, and ſet up idolatry ; and laſtly, the de- 
ſtruction of that impious and cruel prince, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


HE ſenſe and ſubſtance of this chapter is this: 
That there would be three kings in Perſia after 
Cyrus who then reigned ; that after theſe would ariſe 


a pow- 
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a powerful prince, namely Xerxes; that Alexander the 
t would come and deſtroy the Perſian empire; that 
after his death his kingdom ſhould be divided, and 


out of it two principal ones be formed; namely, the 


kingdom of Hria, called in this chapter the king- 


dom of the north; and that of Egypt, called the king. 
dom of the ſouth : that theſe two kingdoms ſhould 
make war upon each other; that among the kings of 
Syria, there ſhould be one who would uſurp the king- 
dom by artifice, which was Antiochus Epiphanes ; that 
this king would be ſeveral times at war with the king 
of Egypt, would perſecute the Jews, put great num- 
bers of them to death, and profane the temple of Je- 
ruſalem; but that the Jews would reſiſt him, and re- 


cover their liberty; that this Antiochus would plunder 


the temples, would make another expedition into 
Egypt ; and that after this God would bring him to 
his end. Though this chapter is attended with obſcu- 
rity to thoſe who are unacquainted with ancient hiſtory, 
yet ought not the reading of it to be neglected ; ſince 
it is one of the cleareſt and moſt circumſtantial pro- 
phecies in the Old Teſtament. It compriſes the hil- 
tory of about four hundred years, and in the hiſtori- 
ans of thoſe times we meet with an exact account of 
the, events here predicted. This chapter is therefore 
very remarkable; furniſhing us with the moſt evident 
and convincing proofs imaginable of the divine autho- 
rity of the ſcriptures, and preſenting us with ſeveral 
particular reflections on the revolutions and wars that 


happen in the world, on the deſigns of providence in 


theſe various events, on the perſecutions to which the 
church is expoſed, the deliverance vouchſafed by God, 
and the tragical end, which is uſually the fate of ty- 
rannical and perſecuting princes, 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. III. 


HIS chapter is a ſequel of the prophecy con- 
tained in the foregoing. The angel who ſpake 
to Daniel here deſcribes two things: I. The deliver- 
ance that God would grant to his people, and the 
glorious reward he would beſtow upon thoſe that had 
been perſecuted by Antiochus. II. The continuance 
of that perſecution, which was to be three years and 
an half. 26 = 125 


RETLEZCT IOI. 


E are to obſerve from this chapter, I. That 

God has always been the defender of his church, 
and that he has protected it, when it was aſſaulted 
with the greateſt violence. Of this we have a proof 
in what is here ſaid, that Michael the archangel 
ſhould take the part of the Jews; and in the glorious 
deliverance God vouchſafed them, after they had been 
cruelly . perſecuted by Aniiochus, II. Theſe words 
deſerve our ſerious attention z Many of them that 
ſeep in the duſt of the. earth ſhall awake, ſome to ever- 
laſting life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 
As this promiſe related to the zealous Jews, who 
ſhould defend the cauſe of religion, and ſuffer death 
under the perſecution of Antiochus; ſo we cannot 
doubt but theſe words relate likewiſe to the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead, and to the difference that ſhall be 
made in the life to come between the righteous and 
the wicked. This is the doctrine which Jeſus Chriſt 
has taught us more clearly in the goſpel, and in 
terms not unlike thoſe of Daniel. III. When the 
angel ſays, that the wiſe Jews, who ſhould ſigna- 
liſe their fidelity in time of perſecution, ſhould be 
crowned with extraordinary glory; this, which de- 


ſerves to be well conſidered, ſhould inſpire us wit 
great 
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a powerful prince, namely Aerxes; that Alexander the 

t would come and deſtroy the Perſian empire; that 
after his death his kingdom ſhould be divided, and 
out of it two principal ones be formed; namely, the 
kingdom of Syria, called in this chapter the king. 
dom of the north; and that of Egyyt, called the king- 
dom of the ſouth : that theſe two kingdoms ſhould 
make war upon each. other; that among the kings of 
Syria, there ſhould be one-who would uſurp the king- 
dom by artifice, which was Antiochus Epiphanes ; that 
this king would be ſeveral times at war with the king 
of Egypt, would perſecute the Jews, put great num- 
bers of them to death, and profane the temple of Je- 
ruſalem; but that the Jews would reſiſt him, and re- 
cover their liberty; that this Antiochus would plunder 
the temples, would make another expedition into 
Egypt ; and that after this God would bring him to 
his end. Though this chapter is attended with obſcu- 
rity to thoſe who are unacquainted with ancient hiſtory, 
yet ought not the reading of it to be neglected ; ſince 
it is one of the cleareſt and moſt circumſtantial pro- 
phecies in the Old Teſtament. It compriſes the hiſ- 
tory of about four hundred years, and in the hiſtori- 
ans of thoſe times we meet with an exact account of 
the, events here predicted. This chapter is therefore 
very remarkable ; furniſhing us with the moſt evident 
and convincing proofs imaginable of the divine autho- 
rity of the ſcriptures, and preſenting us with ſeveral 
particular reflections on the revolutions and wars that 
happen in the world, on the deſigns of providence in 
theſe various events, on the perſecutions to which the 
church is expoſed, the deliverance vouchſafed by God, 
and the tragical end, which is uſually the fate of ty- 
rannical and perſecuting princes, 


CHAP. 
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HIS chapter is a ſequel of the prophecy con- 
tained in the foregoing. The angel who ſpake 
to Daniel here deſcribes two things: I. The deliver- 
ance that God would grant to his people, and the 
glorious reward he would beſtow upon thoſe that had 
been perſecuted by Antiochus. II. The continuance 
of that perſecution, which was to be three years and 
an half. 3 2 *. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E are to obſerve from this chapter, I. That 

God has always been the defender of his church, 
and that he has protected it, when it was aſſaulted 
with the greateſt violence. Of this we have a proof 
in what is here ſaid, that Michael the archangel 
ſhould take the part of the Jews; and in the glorious 
deliverance God vouchſafed them, after they had been 
cruelly perſecuted by Antiochus. II. Theſe words 
deſerve our ſerious attention; Many of them that 
ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to ever- 
laſting life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 
As this promiſe related to the zealous Jews, who 
ſhould defend the cauſe of religion, and ſuffer death 
under the perſecution of Antiochus; ſo we cannot 
doubt but theſe words relate likewiſe to the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead, and to the difference that ſhall be . 
made in the life to come between the righteous and 
the wicked. This is the doctrine which Jeſus Chriſt 
has taught us more clearly in the goſpel, and in 
terms not unlike thoſe of Daniel. III. When the 
angel ſays, that the wiſe Jews, who ſhopld ſigna- 
liſe their fidelity in time of perſecution, ſhould be 
crowned with extraordinary glory ; this, which de- 


ſerves to be well conſidered, ſhould inſpire us wit 
great 
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great zeal in promoting the glory of God, even at 
the hazard of our lives, and in contributing all that 
is in our power to the edification and ſalvation of 
others. Laſtly, When we conſider, that the time of 
the perſecution of Antiocbhus, and the number of the 
days it was to laſt, are here ſo expreſsly deſcribed, 
we may infer from hence, that God keeps times in 
his own power; that he has ſet bounds, which wick- 
ed men and the enemies of his glory ſhall not paſs; 
and that what he has reſolved, ſhall always come to 
| paſs at the time, and in the manner that he has de. 

creed. Theſe are, for the church in general, and for 
every particular believer, powerful” motives to truſt 
in God, even in times of moſt ſevere trial; to rely 
on his providence, and to wait with patience in 
the diſcharging of their duty till kis decrees be ac- 
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ARGUMENT. 


Hoſea, the firſt of the twelve minor prophets; was ſent 
to foretel the ruin of the kingdom of the ten tribes, 
as well as of the kingdem of Judah. He alſo fore- 
told the return of the Jews, and the calling of the 
Gentiles ; and propbeſied about four ſcore years. 


CHAP. 1, I, III. 


N the three firſt chapters, Hoſea repreſents, under 
1 the emblem of a marriage with a whoriſh woman, 

and of children born of her, that the Vraelites 
were fallen into idolatry; that God to puniſh them 
would caſt them off, and reduce them to the utmoſt 
miſery; that, nevertheleſs, he would have pity on 
them, and receive them again into covenant. 


REFTLZSoTIO NS en chap. I, II, III. 


E may in general obſerve on this prophecy, 

the great goodneſs of God who ſent Hoſea 

and other prophets to the people of the ten tribes 
to recover them from the idolatry which was eſta- 
bliſhed, 


H O Ss E A. 


mitics that were going to fall upon the Jews, for 
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bliſhed in their kingdom; and to exhort them to re. 
pentance. What we read at the beginning of this 
book, looks like a real hiſtory, and gives ſome room 
to imagine, that Hoſea actually married a woman who 
had led a diſorderly life, but did not perſiſt in it; and 
it may be ſaid, that marrying her by God's command, 
he acted lawfully in fo doing. However, as ſuch a 
marriage ſeems not conſiſtent with decency, eſpecially 
in a prophet, we may conſider it as a parable and al. 
legory. The prophets often relate things, which 
paſſed only in a viſion, or in a figure, as if they had 
really happened; which we have ſeveral expreſs in- 
ſtances of in their writings : and the name of the wo- 
man which Hoſea is faid to marry, and the other cir. 
cumſtances mentioned, do not prove it to be a real 
hiſtory ; any more than we may conclude, that the 
parable of the wicked rich man is not a parable, be- 
cauſe the name of Lazarus is mentioned in it, and the 
rich man is ſaid to have had five brethren. By what 
Hoſea here relates, God deſigned to ſhew, that the J, 


raelites had forſaken his ſervice to worſhip idols, as 


the adulterous woman forſakes her huſband. The 
name of Fezreel, which is given to the firſt ſon that 


was born, ſignified, that God would puniſh the fa- 


mily of Jebu king of {/rae/, for the idolatry and 
other fins of that prince and his ſucceſſors. This 
threatning was executed; Zechariah, the fon of Je. 
roboam the ſecond, in whole reign Hoſea propheſied, 
being the laſt king of the deſcendants of Jebu. The 
ſecond child was a daughter, named Lorubamab ; 
which name ſignified, that God would no longer have 


compaſſion on the Iſraelites, but that they ſhould 


feel the effects of his vengeance ; which alſo came to 
paſs. The name of the third was Loammi, which 
meant, that the Hraeliles were no more the peo- 
ple of God. After this, Hoſea foretels the cala- 


the 
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the puniſhment of their idolatry. However, God 
declares, that he till entertained fentiments of love 
for that people; and that after he had puniſhed them, 
he would have pity on them, and they ſhould be con- 
vetted. This is the meaning and defign of theſe chap- 
ters; wherein we have a lively reptefentation -of the 
infidelity of thoſe who break their covenant with God, 
and of the divine vengeance on them; as well as of 
his mercy on thoſe who with true repentance turn un- 

| 1 


c HAP. Iv. 5 


. O SEA declares. that God, provoked by the 

1 many abominations which prevailed in the 
kingdom of Jſrael, even among the prieſts, and par- 
deufar by idolatry, which is here called adultery, 
would Le deſtroy that kingdom. II. He exhorts 
the men of Judab not to imitate the ten tribes in 
their idolatry, and in the impieties committed at Gil- 
gal and Bethel. - | | 


6-54 REFLECTIONS. 
| — — from this chapter that in the time of 

Hoſea the kingdom of Iſrael was filled with impiety, 
injuſtice, diſſoluteneſs, and all manner of wickedneſs; 
that even the prieſts themſelves were extreamly cor- 
rupted ; and that this general depravity would ſoon 
expoſe the //raetites, as it happened when they were 
deſtroyed by the king of Myria, and carried into his 
land. Theſe reproofs and theſe threatnings teach 
us, that when there is no fear of God in any country, 
when ſins multiply therein, and are committed without 
reſtraint, and men cannot be reduced to à ſenſe of 
their duty, God withdraws his protection from them, 
and viſits them with his judgments. The exhortations 
which Hoſea addreſſed to the Jews of Judab, to 

Vol. II. E e avoid 


—— — ——— ] 


434 E. 


avoid falling into the ſins and idolatry of the men of 
Iſrael, ſhew us, that thoſe whom God has particu- 
larly honoured with the knowledge of himſelf, ought 
not to imitate the wicked in their diſorders ; but on the 
contrary, keep inviolably to their duty, if they deſire 
to eſcape his moſt ſevere judgments, - _ 


c HAP. v. 


I. OSE A reproves the prieſts, the magiſtrates, 

and the princes of Iſrael, for being the occa- 
ſion ot the ſins of the le, and of their ruin. II. 
He declares, that God would have no regard to. the 
ſacrifices of the Jews; but would deſtroy them all, 
both thoſe of Ephraim, that is, of the kingdom of J, 
rael, and thoſe of Judab; and that the aid of the 
king of A Hria would not ſecure them from the evils 
that were coming upon them. -— - 


REFLECTIONS. 


HAT is remarkable in this chapter is, I. That 
the corruption. and ruin of the people proceed 
commonly from their ſpiritual and temporal guides, 
when they neglect to do their duty, and break the 
laws of religion and juſtice, II. That God does not 
accept the external ſervice that is paid him by hypo- 
crites and ungodly men, who pr6voke him with their 
fins, III. That it is in vain to have recourſe to men, 
when God is not on our ſide, and that there is no way 


do appeaſe him, when we have offended him, but by 


confeſſing our ſins and turning unto him by {ſincere 
repentance, 


ig CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 


J. OS EA exhorts the 1/raelites to be converted, 

and promiſes them, that if they did truly re- 
pent, God would have pity on them, and reſtore 
them. II. He reproaches the ten tribes for their in- 
ſincerity in their devotions; and tells them, that was 
the reaſon God threatned by his prophets to de- 
ſtroy them. III. He complains, that inſtead of be- 
coming acceptable to God by their obedience, they 
broke his covenant, and gave themſelves up, both 
prieſts and people, to all manner of wickedneſs, and 
eſpecially to idolatry. | 


REFLECTION S. 


T HIS chapter teaches us, I. That when God 


threatens or puniſhes men, they cannot avert or 
appeaſe his wrath, without a ſpeedy and ſincere return 
to their duty. II. That piety and repentance, which 
ſoon paſſes away, and does not produce a ſteady refor- 
mation, is uſeleſs and unprofitable. III. That what 
God requires and delights in above all things is, that 
men ſhould know and fear him ; that they ſhould ex- 
erciſe mercy and charity. This is expreſſed in theſe 
words of Hoſea, which our Saviour quotes in the goſ- 
pel : 1 deſired mercy, and not ſacrifice ; and the know- 
ledge of God, more than burnt-offerings. The end of 
this chapter teaches us, that when thoſe, whom God 
has received into covenant, tranſgreſs, and fall into 
unbelief, God deprives them of his favour and pro- 
tection, and makes them a public example: This the 
lſraclites experienced, as Hoſea and the other prophets 
had threatned them. 


Ee 2 HA 
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C HAP. VII. 


FN OD complains here, I. That at the time he 
would have brought back 1 that is to 
fay, the Hraelites of the ten tribes, their idolatry 
and other fins, they ſtill perſiſted in them. II. That 
their kings and princes were the firſt to draw the peo- 
ple into rebellion ; and that for this reaſon they ſhould 
be conſumed by the fire of God's wrath, and become 
a prey to ſtrangers, III. God declares, that it would 
be in vain for them to ſeek aſſiſtance from the Egyp- 
tians or Aſſyrians. IV. He reproaches them for not 
being ſincere in their converſion when he had chaſt- 
ned them, | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


E are to obſerve here, I. That as the [/aelite; 
did obſtinately perſiſt in their ſins, though God 
endeavoured to reclaim them, ſo men often fly from 
God, and offend him more reſolutely, at the time 
when he ſeeks to call them to him. II. That the de- 
pravity. of the people uſually: proceeds from the bad 
example of thoſe that govern them, who infect them, 
and expoſe them to a total deſtruction. III. That it 
is in vain to have recourſe to human means, when 
God is not on our ſide; and that he even makes uſe 
of thoſe very means to-puniſh thoſe who put their truſt 
in them; as the Jews found by experience, who ex- 
pected to meet with aſſiſtance from the Egyptians, and 
were puniſhed by thoſe very people. Laſtly, The 
Jews, who cried and groaned under the preſſure of 
their afflictions, but did not turn to God, are like ma- 
ny among Chriſtians, who complain and grieve in 
time of adverſity, and ſeem to fly to God, but are not 
touched with true repentance, their forrow being no- 
thing 
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thing but a worldly forrow, and not producing a ſin- 
cere reformation. 7 ' © 2 


e 

[. HIS chapter contains more threatnings, de- 
nounced by God againſt the 1/raelites of the 

ten tribes, becauſe they had rebelled againſt him, by 
ſetting up other kings than thoſe of the houſe of Da- 
vid; and by ſubſtituting idolatry, and the worſhip of 
the golden calves, inſtead of the true ſervice of God; 
and by ſeeking aſſiſtance from the Mrians. II. The 
prophet declares that the 7/-aelites, for theſe and all 
their ſins, were near their deſtruction, and that after 
them the Jews of the kingdom of Judab ſhould 
likewiſe be rooted out, | 


REFLECTIONS, 


HE chief reflection to be made upon Hoſea's re- 
proaches of the //rae/:ites for their revolting from 
the obedience they owed to God, and forſaking his 
covenant and ſervice, is, that we cannot leave the wor- 
ſhip that God requires of us, without expoſing our- 
ſelves to his moſt ſevere vengeance. Upon which we 
are to obſerve, that it is not only by idolatry that men 
forſake God, but that they may do this by not paying 
him the true worſhip he requires of us, which is to 
ſerve him with a pure heart, to love him above all 
things, and to obey him. If therefore the Jſraelites 
were puniſhed ſo ſeverely for their idolatry, Chriſtians 
who rebel againſt God and diſobey the laws of Jeſus 
— have reaſon to expect puniſhments much more 
evere, 1 | 


\ 
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c HAP. IX. 


H E ſubſtance. of this chapter is, I. That the 

Iſraelites, becauſe they had forſaken God to 
ſerve idols, ſhould be driven out of their own land, 
and diſperſed in Egyyt and 4ſſyria; and that their ſa. 
crifices. were rejected. II. That their deſtruRtion, 
when it came upon them, would ſhew, that falſe pro- 
phets had deceived them. III. That they were az 
corrupt as gþe Iſraelites of Gibeab formerly were; and 
that the idofatries long committed in their land, par- 
ticularly at Gilgal, would bring upon them and their 
children a deſolation which they would never reco- 

ver from. | | Wh es 


REFLECTIONS. 


LE T us ſeriouſly conſider what happened former- 
ly to the Jraelites for forſaking the true ſervice of 
God, embracing an idolatrous religion and falſe wor- 
ſhip,” and giving heed to falſe prophets rather than 
to the prophets of the Lord. This people, whom 
God had ſo much loved, and with whom he had 
made a covenant, were deprived of his protection 
and the privileges they enjoyed, and diſperſed among 
ſtrange nations. Thus we fee what ingratitude to- 
wards God, and unfaithfulneſs in his ſervice, expoſe 
men to: God at laſt rejects thoſe who will not hear his 
voice, and after he has ſpared them for a long while, 
viſits them for their wickedneſs, and executes the 
judgments he had denounced againſt them, 


CHAP. X. 


HE ſubſtance of this chapter is, that becauſe 
the Iſraclites had perſiſted in their idolatry, and 


their other fins, and had even increaſed them _ 
; an 
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and more, they ſhould be carried away from their 
country; that Samaria, which was their capital city, 
ſhould be taken, with its king; and that God would 
bring againſt them a people who ſhould. reduce them 
to the utmoſt defolation. For the right underſtanding 
of this chapter, it muſt be obſerved, that Ephraim 
ſignifies the 1/raelizes of the ten tribes; that Bethel, 
or Bethaven, was the place where they worſhipped 
idols; that the Calves, or the young heifers, were the 
idols they worſhipped in that place ; and that the Che- 
narim were the prieſts who ſacrificed to thoſe falſe 


gods. 


| REFLECTIONS. 

N this, as well as on the.other chapters of this 

book, it is to be rEmarked, that all thoſe miſe- 
ries which Hoſea and the other prophets had de- 
nounced againſt the 1ſraelites, overtook them when 
Salmaneſer came and deſtroyed Samaria, and carried 
the ten tribes into Aſſyria. Their total ruin, there- 
fore, is to be attributed to their idolatry and impeni- 
tence ; ſince, inſtead of forſaking their ſins, they in- 
creaſed them more and more. In this example every 
one may ſee that God is juſt, and that he will not 
ſuffer the contempt of his covenant to go unpuniſhed. 
And, when we hear the prophets frequently reproach- 
ing the Jews for their idolatry, and denouncing the 
divine vengeance againſt them for it, we ſhould re- 
member, that to break the commandments of God, 
and to turn our heart from him to beſtow it upon the 
world, is to be guilty of a kind-of idolatry, which is 
not leſs odious to him in Chriftians, than that which 


Hoſea complained of was in the Jews; and which he 


will not fail to puniſh, by excluding from his preſence 
7 from his kingdom thoſe who become guilty 
or it, * 
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CHAP. XI. 


HE prophet repreſents to the Jews of the ten 

tribes, that notwithſtanding the kindneſs God 
had Pins to their fathers, in bringing them out of 
Egypt, and all that he had done to draw them to him, 
they had forſaken him, and were fallen into, idolatry 
and all kind of fins ; which would cauſe God to de- 
liver them to the king of ria. However, the 
Lord teſtifies, that he was moved with compaſſion to- 
wards them becauſe they were his people, and there- 
fore promiſed he would not deſtroy them utterly, but 
would re them again from their diſperſion. 


REFLECTIONS. 


G0 OD reproaches the Jews for making ſo ill a 
return for his love to them and to their fathers, 

and for the mercies he had conferred on them ; which 
is a warning to us, not to be ungrateful to the Lord 
for all his kindneſſes; and eſpecially for his ſpiritual 
favours, which are infinitely more valuable than thoſe 
he had beſtowed upon the Jews. II. Heſea here 
teaches us, that God draws men and endeavours to 
unite them to him with the cords of love; that is to 
ſay, by kind and gentle means, before he makes uſe 
of ſeverity againſt them, III. We ſee the great good- 
neſs of God towards the guilty Jews, in his declaring, 
that he could not reſolve to deſtroy the //raelites ; that 
he was moved with compaſſion towards them; that 
after he had chaſtned them, he would have pity on 
them. God is always merciful towards men, ſparing 
them when he puniſhes them, and returns with his fa- 
vour and Joving-kindneſs, as ſoon as the affliction has 


humbled them and brought them again to their duty. 
ESA 
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C HAP. XII. 


OS EA complains, that the IJſraelites of the 


J. 
ten tribes had ſet up idolatrous worſhip, 


„ht the worſhip God had preſcribed was obſerved 


in the kingdom of. Judah; and he threatens likewiſe 
the men of Juda“ for falling into idolatry, / in imi- 
tation of the ten tribes. II. He reminds the Mac- 
liles of the bleſſings God had conferred on their father 
Jacob and his poſterity, in bringing them out of 
Egypt, and leading them through the wilderneſs ; but 
reproaches them for the ungrateful returns they had 
made for all the mercies they had received, and for 
provoking him by their worſhip of idols. 


ReriectiONSs 


Tt H E deſign of this chapter was to put the Jeu 
in mind of their ingratitude and infidelity to- 
wards God, who had not ceaſed to ſhower his favours 


upon them, in order to bring them to a ſenſe of their 


duty. This ſhould remind us of the ineſtimable bleſs- 
ings God has vouchſafed us, in giving us the know- 
he of himſelf, and redeeming us by his fon; and 
ſhould make us ſenſible how great our guilt muſt be, 
and how ſeverely our ingratitude will be puniſhed, if 
we make not a ſuitable return for ſo many benefits. 

Thoſe words of the prophet deſerve a ſerious attention, 
where he ſays; Facob had power over the angel, and 
prevailed, when be wept, and made ſupplication unto 


im. The example of this patriarch teaches us, that 


God will refuſe nothing to thoſe who call upon him 
with humility and perſeverance ; and that the way to 
obtain the bleſſing of God, is to adhere to him by 
faith, and a ſincere deſire of his grace and bleſſing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


I. OSE A ſays, that the people of Epbraim, 
that is, the Jews of the ten tribes, -were for- 
merly very powerful, and a terror to their enemies; 
but that ſince their idolatry and diſobedience againſt 
God, who had brought them out of Egypt and 
bleſſed them, they had expoſed-: themſelves to his 
wrath, . II. He foretels, that their kingdom ſhould 
be deſtroyed, and that Samaria, their capital city, 
ſhould be laid waſte; whereas, had they continued 
faithful to their God, he would have ſecured them 
from all theſe misfortunes. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS chapter engages us to reflect on what for- 

merly befel the J/raclites, for making ſo ill a re- 
turn T ms the divine favours towards them, and abuſ- 
ing his patience and mercies. God, who had been 
their protector, and the protector of their fathers, de- 
clared againſt them, and cauſed them to be deſtroyed 
by the Mhrians. Let us from hence learn to acknow- 
ledge, that men bring upon themſelves all the evil that 
befals them. The Lord is full of kindneſs, and has 
only merciful intentions towards them; but when they 


return his favours with ingratitude, and are inſenſible 


of his long - ſuffering, they loſe their ſhare in his love, 
and at laſt feel his ſevereſt vengeance. 


C HAP. XIV. 


I. HE prophet exhorts the people of Iſrael to 
fly to God by repentance, not to put their 

truſt in the Aſſyrians, and to renounce the worthip 
of 


of 


VO 
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of idols. II. He promiſes a return of the divine fa- 
vour to thoſe who ſhould be converted, 


RzFfLECTIONS. 


Tu H f 8 laſt chapter of Hoſea contains theſe two 
inſtructions: I. That when we have offended 
God, and fallen into rebellion, we muſt recover by a 
ſpeedy converſion, by having recourſe to his mercy, 
and making promiſes of amendment, and by ſervi 
him faithfully, II. That God is always diſpoſed to 
receive into favour thoſe that repent, and to do them 
good after he has chaſtiſed them. God's promiſes 
of pardon to the 1ſraelites, ſhewed what would hap- 
pen to thoſe among them who were recalled into 
their own country with the other Jews who returned 
from Babylon; that God would bleſs them, and they 
ſhould for ever renounce" the worſhip of idols. The 
uſe we are to make of the example of that people, 
and of the warnings contained in this prophecy, is 
expreſſed in the laſt words of this book: Ibo is wiſe, 
and he ſhall underſtand theſe things ? prudent, and he 
ſhall know them ? For the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the juſt ſhall walk in 7 but the tranſgreſſors 
Hall fall therein, 


CHaAP. 


ys 
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ARGUMENT. 


Joel prophefied in the kingdom of Judah; but we db 
not know exattly at nobat time. The occaſion f his 
Prophecy is an extraordinary drought and famine 
which happened in that kingdom, He exhorts the 
Jeu to bumiliation' and repentance ; be likewiſe 
. fortels their return from the Babyloniſh captivity ; 
and what was to happen in the veg days, when the 


Meſſiab Gould come. 


CHAP. I. 


OEL here deſcribes the deſolation to which Ja- 
J dea was ſhortly to be reduced, by drought, by 

vermin, and by famine; and exhorts the people 
to humble themſelves before God, and to have re- 
courſe to his mercy by prayer and repentance. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter, 


HE famine with which the Jews were vilited 
in the time of Joel, ſhould be confidered in theſe 
| two lights ; firſt, as a chaſtiſement from God on that 
people; and ſecondly, as a forerunner of * 
ation 


Cnaye, I, II. 3 
lation which the Babylonians would cauſe in Judea; 


whereupon we may make two reflections. I. That 
God has ſeveral ways of chaſtiſing men: He ſome- 
times puniſhes guilty nations by drought, by ver- 
min, by barrenneſs, and by famine, as it ha 
formerly to the kingdom of Judab. II. That when 
God ſends any of theſe ſcourges, we muſt betake our- 
ſelves to him by faſting, humiliation, and earneſt - 
prayer, and endeavour to prevail upon him by a ſin- 
cere repentance, leſt ſtill heavier judgments overtake 
us. By this means temporal calamities are ſometimes 
averted ; but we are ſure thereby to obtain pardon of 
fins, and deliverance from the miſeries of the ſoul, 
and the puniſhments of the life to come, | 


CHAP, VL 
HIS chapter has three parts: I. Joel deſcribes, 


in a figurative manner, the calamities that were 
to fall upon the Jews, by famine, by vermin, and by 
the Chaldeans. II. He exhorts them all to humble 
themſelves, particularly the prieſts, and to turn away 
the anger of the Lord by a ſolemn faſt, and by 
prayer; which if they did, he aſſures them God would 
have compaſſion on them. IIT. He adds a very expreſs 
prophecy concerning the return from the captivity, 
and the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, which Jeſus Chriſt 
was to beſtow upon men after his aſcenſion into hea- 
ven, and before the laſt deſtruction of Feruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E may learn from this chapter, as well as the 
former, I. That famine, war, and other ca- 
lamities, are the effects of God's juſtice, and the me- 
thods he uſes for the puniſhment of men. II. When 
God appears provoked, we muſt endeavour to pacify 
his wrath by prayer and faſting; but that the true 
manner 
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manner of humbling ourſelves by faſting, is, to have 
the heart broken with real ſorrow, and to be convert- 
ed to God by a ſincere reformation. This is a ge. 
neral duty; but the prophet's particular addreſs to 
the prieſts, ſhews, that this is, in a peculiar manner, 
the duty of the miniſters of religion. III. We have 
here 'very poſitive' promiſes, that God would redeem 
his people; that he would pour out his ſpirit upon all 
fleſh in the latter days; and that then all who ſhould 
call upon the name of the Lord ſhould be ſaved. This 
promiſe relates to the times of the goſpel ; and was 
fulfilled when our Lord ſent the holy Ghoſt upon 
his apoſtles, after his aſcenſion into heaven ; as St 
Peter ſhews in the ſecond chapter of the As; and 
this promiſe is executed in behalf of all the faithful 
who live under the new covenant ; ſince God pours 
his holy ſpirit into their hearts, and gives ſalvation to 
all ſuch as call upon his name; which ſhould lead us 
to celebrate the divine mercy towards us, and to 
make a due improvement of all the ſpiritual bleſſings 
which he ſo plentifully beſtows upon us in his church, 


CHAP. III. 


T OEL foretels, that God would bring the Jews 

again after their captivity into their own country 
that he would take vengeance upon their enemies for 
their cruelty and injuſtice towards them, would de- 
liver his people, and bleſs them abundantly, 


REFLECTIONS. 


H E promiſes contained in this chapter, where- 
buy God had engaged to bring again the captive 
Jews into their own country, and to puniſh the ido- 
latrous nations who had afflicted them, were fulkfll- 
ed, when the Jews returned from their captivity at 
Babylon; and the Edemites, Egyptians and Babyle- 
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nians, who had ſo greatly afflicted the people of God, 
felt the divine vengeance. We here ſee, that God is 
faithful to his promiſes, and that his covenant with 
his people ſtandeth ſure; that when he appears moſt 
angry with them, he ſtill preſerves his love and kind- 
neſs towards them. Laſtly, We here obſerve the care 
God takes in preſerving, protecting, and defending 
his church, againſt the power and malice of its ene- 
mies. Theſe promiſes are likewiſe applicable to the 
chriſtian church in a ſenſe ſtill more perfect; and it 
is in this light that we are to conſider them, and to 
meditate upon them, for our edification and com- 
fort. . 


The End of the Book of the Prophet FOE L. 
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AR GUME NI. 


God ſent the prophet Amos, who was a ſhepherd, ts 
exhort the Fews of Iſrael and Judah to repentance ; 
lo denounce his judgments againſt them ; and at the 
ſame time to foretel the deliverance of the people of 
God, and the coming of Feſus Chriſt. The time in 
which Amos propheſied, is noted at the beginning of 


his book. 
Syrians, Philiſtines, Tyrians, Edomites, Mo- 


G abites, and Ammonites, becauſe of their crimes, 
and the evils they had done to the Jews. 


RETILTCTIONS after reading the chapter, 


O 


. L 
OD ſays, that he was going to puniſh the 


N this chapter we are to conſider, that all the 
people here mentioned, felt the effects of the 


threatnings .denounced againſt them by Amos and 
the other prophets; and that God puniſhed them, 
by means of the 4/ſzrians, for their pride and injuſ- 
tice, and the cruelties they had exerciſed 8 10. the 

ews, 


acc 


the 
Mo- 
nes, 
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Jews ; whereby we ſee, that God is juſt and true in 
his threatnings, and revenges the injuries done to the 
innocent, and eſpecially to his church. | 


CHAP. I. 


A MOS denounces the ruin of the Moabites. 
II. He declares next, that the people of 


Judab and of Hrael ſhould be likewiſe puniſhed, 


becauſe they had forſaken the ſervice and laws of the 
Lord, and rendered themſelves guilty of foul ingra- 
titude; and becauſe, although God had raiſed pro- 
phets among them, to warn them, they had refuſed 
to hearken to them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HE threatnings contained in this chapter en- 

gage us to conſider, that God, after he had 
declared that he would execute his judgments upon 
the nations round about the Jews, ſays, he would 
likewiſe puniſh the kingdoms of Judab and 7/-ae! for 
their fins ; becauſe they had ſinned againſt God, for- 
ſaken his ſervice, abuſed his favours, and refuſed to 
hearken to the prophets, whom he had at ſeveral 
times raiſed up among them. God puniſhes ſin 
every where, and particularly in thole on whom 
he has conferred extraordinary favours, when they 
make ungrateful returns for his mercies, break his 
laws, and caſt his word behind them, and deſpiſe the 
warnings of his ſervants. 


I. A MOS denounces the dreadful judgments of 
God againſt the //raelites, and declares, that 

God was going to execute his threatnings upon them, 
according to the predictions of the prophet, II. He 
Vol. II. F f calls 
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ARGUMEN T. 


God ſent the prophet Amos, who was a ſhepherd, 10 
exbort the Fews of Iſrael and Judah to repentance , 
lo denounce his judgments apainſt tbem; and at ile 
ſame time to foretel the deliverance of the people of 
Cod, and the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. The time in 
mn Amos propheſied, is noted at the beginning of 

is book. 0 


P. I. 


YN OD ſays, that he was going to puniſh the 
(3 Syrians, Pbiliſtines, Tyrians, Edomites, Mo- 
abites, and Ammonites, becauſe of their crimes, 

and the evils they had done to the Jews. 


RtFlecTIONS after reading the chapter. 


N this chapter we are to conſider, that all the 

people here mentioned, felt the effects of the 
threatnings denounced againſt them by Amos and 
the other prophets; and that God puniſhed them, 
by means of the 4ſſzrians, for their pride and injul- 
tice, and the cruelties they had exerciſed wa the 
| ews, 
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Jews ; whereby we ſee, that God is juſt and true in 
his threatnings, and revenges the injuries done to the 
innocent, and eſpecially to his church. 


CHAP. Il, 


I. MOS denounces the ruin of the Mozbites, 
IT. He declares next, that the people of 
Judab and of ſſrael ſhould be likewiſe puniſhed, 
becauſe they had forſaken the ſervice and laws of the 
Lord, and rendered themſelves guilty of foul i ingra- 
titude; and becauſe, although. God had raiſed pro- 
phets among them, to warn them, des had refuſed 

to hearken to them, 
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12 E threatnings contained in this chapter en- 

us to conſider, that God, after he had 
declared Fa he would execute his judgments upon 
the nations round about the Jews, ſays, he would 
likewiſe puniſh the kingdoms of Judab and Iſrael for 
their ſins; becauſe they had ſinned againſt God, for- 
ſaken his ſervice, abuſed his favours, and refuſed to 
hearken to the prophets, whom he had at ſeveral 
times raiſed up among them. God puniſhes ſin 
every where, and particularly in thoſe on whom 
he has conferred extraordinary favours, when they 
make ungrateful returns for his mercies, break his 
laws, and caſt his word behind them, and deſpiſe the 
warnings of his ſervants. 


| CHAP, III. 
1. 1 0s denounces the dreadful judgments of 
4 God againſt the 7/raelites, and declares, that 
God was going to execute his threatnings upon them, 


according to the predictions of the prophet. II. He 
Vor. II. ef calls 


calls the Philiſtines and Egyptians to be witneſſes of 
the {ins of the Iſraelites, and of the vengeance God 
would take upon them: and he foretels, that the ci- 
ties and palaces of the Iſraelites ſhould be overthrown, 
and that Beth-el, which was the place where they 
worſhipped the idols, ſhould be totally deſtroyed. 


18 REFLECTIONS. 
I. (3 OD's ſevere treatment of the Jews, whom 

| he had choſen above all the people of the 
earth, but they had rebelled againſt him, teaches us, 
that thoſe whom God has received into covenant, and 
has diſtinguiſhed by his favours, are moſt ſeverely 
puniſhed when they prove unfaithful. II. Amos teaches 
us, that when God ſpeaks and threatens, all the world 
ought to ſtand in awe; and. that no evil happens to 
men but what proceeds from God, This ought to 
fill us with a ſalutary dread of the voice of God and 
his threatnings; and make us confeſs, that all the 
evils, and all the calamities which come upon men, 
are the diſpenſations, of providence; and that. we 
ought to adore in all things the juſtice of God, and 
to ſubmit to his will, III. When we read, that God 
calls the neighbouring people to bear witneſs to the 
preat diſorders that reigned among the Jews, and to 
re the vengeance that he was going to take upon 
them; this ſhews to what a height of corruption they 
were arrived, inſomuch that the idolatrous nations 
themſelves had reaſon to be aſtoniſhed, and to ac- 
knowledge the juſtice of God's judgments upon them, 
IV. The ſame juſtice appeared, in that Beth-el, which 
was the place where their idolatry was eſtabliſhed, and 
the palaces and houſes of the great men, in which they 
had committed their crimes, were devoted to utter 


CHAP. 
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J. HE prophet foretels, that the Lord would 
quickly deſtroy Samaria, the capital of the 
ten tribes, becauſe of the wickedneſs, injuſtice, and 
violence, which the great men, who are here called 
the fat kine of Baſan, committed in it, and becauſe 
of the idolatry that was eſtabliſhed at Beth-el and 
at Gilgal. II. He next reproaches the Jews, that not- 
withſtanding God had chaſtened them by famine, 
drought, vermin, peſtilence, and other ſcourges, yet 
they were not converted to him; and therefore, that 
they muſt prepare themſelves to feel the utmolt effects 
of his wrath and indignation. 


REFLECTIONS. 


THE RE are two reflections to be made on this 

chapter. I. That there are two ſins which 
particularly provoke God to anger againſt a nation; 
which are, the injuſtice and oppreſſion committed by 
great men; and the profanation of divine ſervice, and 
the falſe worſhip paid to God. The other thing we 
are to learn here is, that God uſes to call men to con- 
verſion by divers corrections, before he ſuffers his ſe- 
vereſt judgments to fall upon them. He had ſent fa- 
mine, drought, burnings, vermin, peſtilence, and 
war upon the Hyaelites, to bring them to himſelf ; but 
becauſe they did not ſincerely turn to God when he 
ſmote them with all theſe ſcourges, he at laſt made 
uſe of the moſt dreadful and ſevere chaſtiſements, de- 
livering them to their enemies, and driving them out 
of their own country. n 
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CHAP. . 

I. MOS foretels and deplores the deſolation of 

the ten tribes, and attributes that deſolation 
to the 1dolatry, oppreſſion, injuſtice, and other ctimes 
of that nation ; but particularly, to their continuin 
in the idolatrous worſhip praCtiſed at Beth. el, Gilgal, 
and Beer/heba, II. He deſcribes the miſcries that 
were to fall upon their cities and their whole count 
III. He tells them, that God abhorred their feaſts 
their ſolemn aſſemblies, their burnt ſacrifices, and 
their whole worſhip ; becauſe they ſerved idols, as 
their fathers had done jn the wilderneſs ; and that 
to puniſh them for their idolatry, they would ſoon be 
carried captives into. Aſſyria, beyond Damaſcus. 


REFLECTIONS. 


G OD continues in this chapter to reprove the I, 
raelites for their two principal fins z namely, 
that they were idolaters, and that the great men among 
them had no ſenſe of religion and conſcience, but op- 
preſſed the innocent, committed injuſtice, and took 
rewards and bribes. Theſe reproaches, which ſo fre- 
quently occur in the prophets, ſhew very plainly, 
that thoſe ſins are of the number of the great crimes 
that God ſuffers not to paſs unpuniſhed, and which 
even occaſion the ruin of kings and nations. II. It 
appears from hence, that God, at the time he fo 
ſeverely threatned the raelites, was ſo gracious as to 
inform them how they might prevent their deſtruc- 
tion, by forbidding them to go to Beth-e! and other 
places where they ſerved idols ; telling them ſeveral 
times: Seek the Lord, and ye ſhall live, Hate the 
evil, and love the geod, and eſtabliſh judgment in the 
gate; it may be that the Lord God of hoſts will be 
gracious unto eu. God is infinitely good, and long- 
ſuffering 


ſuffering towards ſinners, does not puniſh them as 
they deſerve, till he has ſhewed them the way to e- 


ſcape his judgments. III. We have ſeen, that the ſa- 


crifices, and all the worſhip of the Jews, were diſ- 
pleaſing to God; that he hated their feaſt days and 
their ſolemn aſſemblies, and would not accept their 
burnt-offerings. God hereby declares, that all out- 
ward acts of religious worſhip, even thoſe which are 
attended with the greateſt ſolemnity, are looked up- 
on by him as ſacrilege and impiety, when thoſe who 
perform them trample under foot his holy laws, and 
have no real intention to pleaſe him; and to do his 
will. 


CHAP: VI. 


HE rebukes and threatnings in this chapter, 
are chiefly addreſſed to the rich and great men 


of the kingdom of Judab and Iſrael. I. Amos re- 


proves them for their injuſtice, diſſoluteneſs, ſenſual 
lives, and pride; and he blames them, above all, 
that at a time when they ſhould afflict themſelves for 
the deſolation of Joſepb, that is to ſay, of a part of 


their brethren ; and when they themſelves were threat- 


ned with the like treatment, they abandoned them- 
ſelves to mirth and pleaſure. III. He gives them to 
underſtand, that God, being juſtly provoked, would 


humble their pride, cauſe both great and ſmall to pe- 


riſh in a miſerable manner, and take from them all 
thoſe advantages which they abuſed, and deliver them 
into the hands of the A/ſ[yrians; 


REFLECTIONS. 


WE are chiefly to obſerve in the reading of this 
chapter, that among the ſeveral fins which diſ- 

pleaſe God, and provoke his indignation, there are 
three which particularly produce this effect; which 
Ff 3 are, 
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are, I. The, injuſtice and violence committed by th 
rich and great. II. A ſenſual and voluptuous life, 
luxury, high living, the love of pleaſure and diver- 
ſions, and pride. III. Inſenſibility under God's cor- 
rections, and the examples of his wrath. Theſe were 
the ſins for which the Jews periſhed ; and which 
bring down his vengeance upon ſuch as are guilty of 
them; wherefore we ought moſt carefully to avoid 
them. To this end let us conſidef, that theſe ſins do 
not only expoſe men to temporal - puniſhment, but 
make them ſubject ſtill more -unavoidably to the pu- 
niſhments of the world to come; and that injuſtice, a 
love of pleaſures, impenitence and ſecurity, are yet 
more diſpleaſing to God in Chriſtians, than they were 
in the Jews; becauſe the goſpel does ſo expreſsly 
command, and by the moſt powerful motives engage 
us, to renounce the deſires of the fleſh, and to live in 
charity, temperance, and humility. 


CHAP, VII. 


HIS chapter has two parts. In the firſt, Ames 

relates three viſions : the two firſt, which are 
the viſion of the grafhoppers, and that of the fire, 
repreſent the corrections wherewith God had in- 
tended to viſit the Iſraelites; and from which they 
had been delivered by the interceſſion of the prophet, 
and by the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of God to- 
wards them. The third viſion, which was that of a 
man with a plumb-line in his hand, denoted, that 
God was juſt going to put his threatnings in execu- 
tion againſt that people; that he would not bear with 
them any longer, and in particular, would deſtroy 
the houſe of Feroboam. In the ſecond part of this 
chapter, Amos relates that Amaziah, who was an 
idolatrous prieſt of Beib- el, accuſed him to Feroboam, 
the king of VJrael, of conſpiring againſt him; wr 
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would have forced the prophet to fly into the land of 
Judah, and to propheſy no more at Betb-el. But 
Amos repeated his predictions, and threatens Amaziah 
and his family with a fatal end, and ſays, that the 
l/raelites ſhould certainly be carried out of their coun- 


try. 
| REFLECTIONS. 


T H E viſions related in the firſt part of this chap- 

ter ſhew, that before God caſt off the Jews, he 
had chaſtened them ſeveral ways, and bore with them 
a long time, being moved by the interceſſion of the 
prophet ; but ſeeing that their hardneſs of heart was 
unconquerable, he was reſolved to ſpare them no 
longer. God in his goodneſs and patience does not 
preſently deſtroy thoſe who ſin againſt him ; he heark-. 
ens unto the interceſſion of good men, and warns 
and corrects them; but when ſmners deſpiſe God's 
long-ſuffering, he diſplays on them the utmoſt ſe- 
verity of his juſtice, from which nothing can ſecure 
them. In the ſecond part we fee, how an idolatrous 
prieſt accuſed Amos of having conſpired againſt the 
king, and would have had him leave the land of 1/- 
rael; but the prophet continued always ſpeaking in 
God's name, and declared to that ungodly prieſt, 
that he ſhould ſee the ſhame and deſtruction of his 
family, and ſhould be carried with the Iſraelites into 
a ſtrange land. This is an example to ſhew that the 
innocent, and the true ſervants of God, have in all 
ages been expoſed to calumny, and the contradiction 
of ſinners ; that the fear of men ought not to diſcou- 
rage them, nor hinder them from diſcharging their 
duty; and that thoſe who reſiſt the word of God, 
and his faithful miniſters, as they oppoſe God him- 
lelf, ſhall never eſcape unpuniſhed. | 
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1. HE Lord repreſents the ruin of the kingdom 
| of Iſrael, by the viſion of a baſket of ſum- 


mer fruits, which were ripe and fit to eat, II. He 


blames thoſe that enrich themſelves by covetouſneſs, 
extortion, injuſtice, and by oppreſſing the people. 
Laſtly, He declares that God would not ſuffer theſe 
crimes to paſs unpuniſhed ; that he would overwhelm 
the land of 1/rael with all kind of calamities, and 
chiefly, that he would ſend the famine of his word to 
puniſh the Jraelites for their contempt of it; and for 


the idolatry they committed in worſhipping the golden 


calves of Dan and Beerſbeba. 


* 
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B E SIDES. the general reflections we may make 
upon the puniſhments the Jraelites drew upon 
themſelves by their idolatry, and by their other ſins; 
this chapter offers us two particular conſiderations, 
which we ought carefully to attend to. One is, that 
it is a very great and crying ſin to make uſe of fraud, 
extortion, and oppreſſion, to gain wealth; to have 
falſe weights, and falſe meaſures; and eſpecially to 
ſhut up and ingroſs corn, and other things neceſſary 
for life, in the time of famine, with a deſign to en- 
rich ourſelves, and by that means get the. ſubſtance 
of the poor and neceſſitous. It is very remarkable, 
that God ſwears by himſelf that he will not ſuffer 
ſuch fins to go unpuniſhed. The other conſideration 
relates to the threatning of the prophet, that God 
would ſend a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirft for water, but of hearing the 
tword of the Lord. Let us learn from hence, that 
the moſt terrible chaſtiſement God can inflict upon a 
people is to deprive them of his word, and no long- 
WES: | cr 
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er to ſend his faithful ſervants amongſt them; and 
therefore; that thoſe 'who enjoy theſe precious advan- 
tages, ought to eſteem them above all things, and 
make a good uſe of them, leſt God deprive them of 
them. - 24 307 9 Das dag 3: b 2 9 
„HAP. IX. 
IJ. A Mos relates a new viſion, in which he ſaw 
bd ſtanding upon the altar; and command- 
ing that place to be deſtroyed, with all the people; 
and declaring, that his vengeance would purſue the 
Jews wherever they went; and that he would no 
longer look upon them as his people. II. He pro- 
— nevertheleſs, that after he had diſperſed them, 
he would recall them one day, and would reſtore the 
tabernacle, that is to ſay, the throne of David, and 
the true worſhip of God; and with this promiſe Amos 
ends his prophecy. 


REFLECTIONS. 


JN this chapter we ſee God's ſevere juſtice againſt 

the Jews, and his mercy towards the remnant of 
that nation. The ſeverity of God's juſtice appears in 
the order he gave an angel to deſtroy the Jews; and 
eſpecially in his declaring, that though they ſhould 
hide themſelves in the bottom of the earth or ſea, or 
ſhould aſcend up even to the heavens, his vengeance 
ſhould purſue them thither; ſince he is the great and 
mighty God, the creator ,and governor of the world. 
Theſe words, ſo full of majeſty, ſhould inſpire us with 
fear and reverence, and convince us that God is every 
where, that his power has no bounds, and that no- 
thing can ſkreen the wicked from his juſtice and ven- 
geance. The mercy of God ſhews itſelf in his de- 
claring, that the Jews ſhould not be caſt off for ever; 


that he would have compaſſion on them, and bring 
them 
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them again from their captivity ; that he would raiſe 
up the tabernacle of David; and that then all the na- 
tions ſhould call upon the name of the Lord, This 
prophecy does not only ſignify: that the Jews ſhould 
return into their own land after the captivity; it te- 
lates alſo to the glorious eſtabliſhment of the king. 
dom of the Meſſiah, and the calling of the Gentiles, 
as St James explains it in the fifteenth chapter of the 
Acls, where he quotes theſe words: After this 1 will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down. And I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will ſet it up. That the reſidue of men 
might ſeek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called, ſaith the Lord, who doth al. 
theſe things, | | | 


The End of the Book of the Prophet AM os. 


THE 
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ARGUMENT. 


The book of Obadiah is a prophecy againſt the Edo- 
mites, who were neighbours of the Jews, and deſcended 
from Eſau, Jacob's brother ; for which reaſon. the 
prophet ſays, that the Fews were their brethren. Oba- 
diah foretels, that God would root out the Edomites 
becauſe of their pride, and particularly, becauſe they 
rejoiced at the ruin of the Jews, and had even helped 
to deftroy them ; which might incline us to believe, that 
be lived after the deſtrufion of Jeruſalem : But as 
Joel, chap. iii, 19. and Amos, chap. i. 11, 12. re- 
prove and threaten the Edomites in the ſame manner, 
and the prophecy of Obadiah is placed immediately af- 
ter that of Joel and Amos, we muſt ſuppoſe theſe 
three prophets lived at the ſame time; and that what 
is ſaid in this book of the miſeries that bad befallen the 
Fews, relates to ſome other calamities «hich they had 
been expoſed to; as we read 2 Chron. xxi. 16, 17. 
and xxv. 21. Obadiah foretels likewiſe that the 
Jews ſhould return into their own land, and even poſ- 
jeſs part of the country of the Edomites. 
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RETLIZCTIONS after reading the chapter, 


THE prophecy of Obagiah has this petuliarity 
in it, that he propheſied not againſt the Jews, 
but againſt another nation, even againſt the Edomites, 
Two things are to be conſidered in this book. The 
firſt is, that the ruin of the Edomites happened as 
Obadiab and the other prophets had foretold; for the 
Ghaldeans took and deſtroyed Edom, ſoon after Fery- 
ſalem was taken; and when the Jews were returned 
into their own land they gained great advantages 
over the Edomiles, and became maſters of a part of 
their country. Theſe events, which ſo exactly an- 
ſwer the predictions of Obadiab, prove the divine au- 
thority of his prophecy. The ſecond reflection re- 
lates to the cauſe of their deſtruction. The prophet 
ſeveral times declares, that they were thus treated on 
account of their pride, their vain confidence, and par- 
ticularly becauſe they had rejoiced to ſee the millet 
of the Jews, their neighbours and brethren; and had 
Even helped to deſtroy them; killing thoſe that had 
eſcaped the rage of the Babylonians, when 2 
Was taken. Thus providence brings down proud and 
cruel people, ſeverely puniſhes thoſe who inſult the 
miſerable and delight in their ſufferings, and takes 
Vengeance on the enemies of the church, and thdſe 
who oppoſe his glory, 


* 
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tel 


| T WW 4 
„ 
Of the PROPHET 


J oO N A H. 


_ 
— — , w» # & S * 7 =y .  @ VS%*T Aa * * Dr 


ARGUMENT. 


Jonah lived in the time of Jeroboam the ſecond, king 

of Iſrael. He was ſent from God to Nineveh, the 
capital of the empire of the Aſſyrians, 10 denounce the 
ruin of that city : And this book informs us what was 
the ſucceſs of bis miniſtry. Jonah uttered other pro- 
phectes beſides that contained in this book, as may be 
concluded from the fourteenth chapter of the ſecond 

book of Kings. Jonah is the only prophet, whoſe 
writings are handed down to us, that was ſent to any 
ſtrange nation. What our Lord ſays in the goſpel, 
confirms the truth of what is contained in this book, and 
ſhews, that Jonah was a prophet ſent from God, 
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l. FJ OD. ſends Jonab to Nineveb; but the pro- 
phet being afraid to go thither, embarks 


c goto Tarſhiſh, II. God raiſes a great 
tempeſt, and Jonah is caſt into the ſea to allay the 
L ſtorm. 


REFLEC- 
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ReFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


1 T may be obſerved in general upon the book of 
Jonab, that God ſent that prophet to the Ninevites, 
and to the Aſſyrians, that thoſe idolaters and ene- 
mies of the Jews, who were in a ſhort time to deſtroy 
the kingdom of the ten tribes, might know that the 
God of Iſrael was the almighty God, who would 
overthrow their city ; as it happened ſome time after. 
The particular reflections to be made on this chapter 
are three: I. That Jonab, fearing to go to diſcharge 
his commiſſion at Nineveh, attempted to fly into a 
diſtant country. This was the effect of the prophet's 
weakneſs, which, upon this occaſion, got the better 
of his piety. They who have not courage to obey 
the divine call, are guilty of a ſin like that of Jonab; 
but this the miniſters of God are particularly guilty of, 
who through ſhame or the fear of man dare not 
fpeak to them in his name. II. The ſtorm which 
ſaddenly came upon Jonah and thoſe that failed with 
him, and which God ſent, teaches us, that it is in vain 
to think of eſcaping his knowledge, or flying from his 
authority; ſince he purſues and finds out thoſe that re- 
fuſe to obey him, who, wherever they are, cannot 
eſcape his juſtice, III. We muſt obſerve, that Jonab 
was diſcovered by lot, caſt into the ſea, and ſwallowed 
by a fiſh. By this means God was pleaſed to puniſh 
the prophet for his diſobedience, make him ſenſible of 
the greatneſs of his crime, and engaged him to confeſs 
it betore thoſe who, were with him in the ſhip, and to 
repair it afterwards by going to Nineveh. Thus God 
propoſed to inſpire thoſe idolaters with fear that were 
with Jonab, and lead them to revere and proclaim the 
power of that God whoſe miniſter Jonah was; which 
accordingly they did when the ſtorm ceaſed. What 
happened on this occaſion, ſhews likewiſe, that _ 
of, 
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lot, as well as all other events, are at the diſpoſal of 
divine providence. 


CHAP. II. 
o NA being caſt into the ſea, is ſwallowed by 


roy a great fiſh, in whoſe belly he remained three days 
the and three nights. He prays to God, and thanks him 
. for delivering him; and the fiſh caſts him upon the 
oF, ſhore. 


REFLECTIONS. 


. THE manner in which God preſerved Jonab, 
cauſing him to be ſwallowed by a great fiſh, 

when he was caſt into the ſea, is a new miracle, which 
diſcovers the power of God, at the ſame time. that it 
ab; diſplays his goodneſs towards the prophet. Thus 
Of, WU God ſhews his mercy, at the ſame time that he is giv- 
not ing proofs of his juſtice ; and when he chaſtiſes he 
ich deſigns to preſerve and bleſs. II. Jonab's prayer to 
vith God, when he had brought him up from the depth of 
all che ſea, and when the fiſh which had ſwallowed him 
his up was going to caſt him upon the ſhore, ſhews the 
great faith and thankfulneſs of the prophet, as well as 
not FF his return to his duty. III. The deliverance of Jonab, 
when he came out of the belly of the fiſh, is another 
wed B wonderful event, which diſplays in an illuſtrious man- 
niſh ner the power and goodneſs of God. But what we 
e of are chiefly to take notice of in this event is, that the 
miraculous manner in which God reſtored Jonah to 
lite the third day, was a very expreſs type of the death 
I and reſurrection of our Lord. This Jeſus Chriſt him- 
vere I ſelf teaches us in the goſpel, where he ſays, That as 
the Jonab was three days and three nights in the whale's 
ich belly, ſo the ſon of man ſhall be three days and three 

That nights in the heart of the earth, and on the third day be 


Hall riſe again. ö 
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O NAA being ſent a ſecond time to Nineveb, de. 

clares to the people of that great city, that it was go- 
ing to be deſtroyed; at which the King and the inhabit. 
ants being moved, faſted and humbled themſelves be. 
tore God, which prevailed upon him to ſpare them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS hiſtory preſents us with the following re- 
flections: I. That Jonah, who was afraid to go 

to Nineveh the firſt time the Lord ſent him, after he 
had felt the effects of God's power, went thither 
boldly. This example ſhews, that the divine correc- 
tions are of great uſe, as they ſerve to recover men 
from their errors, awaken the zeal of good men, and 
lead them to a more faithful diſcharge of their duty. 
II. God commanded Jonah to go to Nineveb, and 
threaten the inhabitants of that great city, which was 
ſunk in idolatry, luxury and diſſoluteneſs, with a 
ſpeedy and total deſtruction, The warning God gave 
the Nineviles of their approaching ruin, is a proof on 
one hand, that he was provoked at the abominable 
crimes they were addicted to; and:on the other, it is 
a token of his mercy towards that people. Thus the 
ſins of men, and particularly thoſe committed in 
great cities and the courts of princes, provoke God's 
wrath and indignation ;. and yet God in his mercy, 
threatens men before he puniſhes them, that they may 
prevent his judgments by repentance, III. The 
king of Nineveh and his people, who had been in- 
formed of the miracle that had happened in the perſon 
of 7onah, humbled themſelves, and forſook their 
ſins, and God was reconciled towards them. This 
teaches us, that faſting, humiliation and converſion, 
| are 
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are moſt effectual means of averting the divine anger; 
and that God, who is infinitely gracious, forgives the 
moſt guilty, when they forſake their fins. Laſtly, 
This hiſtory ſhould call to mind what our Lord ſays 
in the goſpel upon this occaſion; The men of Nineveh 
ſhall riſe up in judgment againſt this generation, and 


Hall condemn it, becauſe they repented at the preaching 


of Fonah, and behold a greater than Fonab is bere. By 
this we may judge, that Chriſtians, who are called to 
repentance by the voice of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, ſhall 
certainly be condemned, if they refuſe to hear the call, 


CHAP. IV, 


0 NAH, ſeeing God had ſpared the Minevites, is 
grieved and wiſhes for death : But God, to con- 
vince him how unreaſonable it was to grieve as he did, 


cauſed a plant to wither, under which the propher 
was ſheltered, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. T H E diſpleaſure of the prophet at God's ſpar- 

ing the Ninevites, muſt be conſidered as one of 
thoſe weakneſſes which are ſometimes found in per- 
ſons of true piety, and which God graciouſly pardons, 
However, his diſpleaſure proceeded from a fear of be- 
ing expoſed to ſome ill treatment in that country, and 
paſſing for a falſe prophet, fince his threatnings had 
not been executed. II. It is to be obſerved, that 
God cauſed the plant to wither under whoſe ſhade 


. Jonah fat, and when the prophet grieved at it, he 


ſhewed him how unreaſonable it was to be fo much 
concerned and afraid, becauſe God had ſpared NVine- 
deb. What God ſaid to Jonab on this occaſion, ex- 
preſſes his great goodnels towards this prophet, and 
eſpecially his great mercy towards all men, which 
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was extended even to little children. The all. gra- 
cious God hates none of his creatures; and, far from 
making them miſerable, and taking pleaſute in their 
ſufferings, he is inclined to ſpare them, and do them 
good. This mercy of God ought to affect our hearts 
with love and gratitude towards him, inſpire us with 
ſentiments of love towards all men, and engage us to 
be merciful, as our Father which is in heaven is mer- 
ciful. | 


The End of the Book of the Prophet Jo NAU. 
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ARGUMEN T. 


Micah lived in the time of Iſaiah and of Hoſea. The 
deſign of his prophecy is, to reprove the Fews for theit 
fins, both thoſe of the kingdom of Iſrael, and chiefly 
thoſe of Judah; to denounce their ruin, and to fore- 


tel the reſtoration of the people of God, and the coming 
of the Meſſiab. 


CHRAEP,2 
J 3 HE. prophet ſays, that God was preparing 


to deſtroy Samaria, the capital of the king- 
dom of Iſrael, and Jeruſalem, the capital 
of Judah, becauſe theſe two kingdoms had given 
themſelves up to idolatry. II. He foretels likewiſe 
the ruin of ſeveral cities in the land of J/rael and Ju- 
nab, ſuch as Saphir, Zaanin, Maroth, Lachiſþ and 


ſome others. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


I. W E are to conſider in general, on this firſt chap- 
ter, that the event proved the truth and di- 

vinity of this prophecy; the kingdom of [gel hav- 
G g 2 ing 
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ing been deſtroyed by the 4/ſyrians, and that of Ju- 


dab, after it had been attacked by the ſame Aſſyrian 


in the reign of Hezetiab, being at laſt deſtroyed by 
the Babylonians, and the people led away into captivi. 
ty. II. We ſhould take particular notice of that 


pompous deſcription of the majeſty and power of the 


Lord, which the prophet gives at the beginning of 


this book. It teaches us, that God is a being of un- 


bounded power, that nothing can reſiſt him, and that, 
as he employs this power to protect ſuch as fear him, 
ſo likewiſe he makes uſe of it to puniſh them that of- 
fend him. This we have an example of in the de- 
ſtruction of the chief cities of 1/rae! and Judah, and 
even of theſe two whole kingdoms ; who, for havin 
provoked God to wrath by their idolatry, and by di- 
vers crimes, found themſelves at laſt deprived of his 
protection, and delivered into the hands of their ene- 
mies. 


WAP. IU, 


IC AH, after he had in the former chapter de- 
ſcribed the idolatry of the Jews, in this com- 
plains of the injuſtice and extortion committed among 
them, principally by their great men and rulers, and 


threatens them with ſudden deſtruction, 


REFLECTIONS. 


J. THE prophet complains in this chapter, that 
the Jews, and particularly their rulers, were 
covetous and unjuſt, and had no other deſign but to 
enrich themſelves, and made uſe of every means to 
this end. Moreover, he accuſes them of attempting 
to hinder the prophets of the Lord from ſpeaking to 
them, and for hearkning rather to falſe prophets. 
Lafily, He proteſts, that God would ſoon make 
them feel the effects of his juſtice, by driving them 
out 
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out of the land wherein they dwelt. By this all men 
may ſee, that the ſins of perſons in authority, their 
injuſtice, violence, deſire of enriching themſelves, 
and contempt of God's warnings by his word and 
miniſters, is a mark of extreme corruption, and that 
God will one way or other take vengeance on thoſe 
ſins, when men obſtinately perſiſt in them. 


CHAP. IB 
T H E prophet goes on in cenſuring the Jews for 


their fins. I. He reproaches the magiſtrates 
for their avarice, injuſtice, and other miſdemeanors. II. 
He ſpeaks againſt the falſe prophets, who deceived 
the Jews, promiſing them peace, in hopes thereby of 
promoting their own intereſt. III. He declares, in 
the name of the Lord, that theſe ſins of the rulers of 
the people would cauſe God quickly to overthrow Je- 
ruſalem and the temple, and reduce them to a ruinous 
neap. 


RExFLECTIONS. 


THE cenſures contained in this chapter, are ad- 
dreſſed to the princes, and magiſtrates, and pro- 
phets of Iſrael. They ſhew that the depravity of the 
Jews was general, and paſt remedy, in the time of 
the prophet Micab; but that the ſource of the corrup- 
tion was in thoſe who were at the head of the nation, 
The judges and magiſtrates openly practiſed injuſtice, 
judged for rewards, and took bribes. Beſides, the 
prophets and prieſts, who ſhould have oppoſed the 
corruption, were prevaricators and mercenary, who, 
by flattering the people, lulled them in their ſecurity. 
Theſe are the crimes for which the prophets very fre- 
quently reproach the Jewiſh princes, and for which 
Micah declares, that Sion and Jeruſalem ſhould be 


made an heap of ſtones. By this every one may ſee 
8 3 = 
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ing been deſtroyed by the Mrians, and that of Ju- 


dab, after it had been attacked by the ſame Aſſyriang 
in the reign of Hezekiah, being at laſt deſtroyed by 
the Babylonians, and the people led away into captivi- 
ty. II. We- ſhould take particular notice of that 
pompous deſcription of the majeſty and power of the 


Lord, which the prophet gives at the beginning of 
It teaches us, that God is a being of un- 


this book. 
bounded power, that nothing can reſiſt him, and that, 
as he employs this power to protect ſuch as fear him, 
ſo likewiſe he makes uſe of it to puniſh them that of- 
fend him. This we have an example of in the de- 
ſtruction of the chief cities of 1/rae/ and Judab, and 
even of theſe two whole kingdoms ; who, for havin 
provoked God to wrath by their idolatry, and by di- 
vers crimes, found themſelves at laſt deprived of his 
protection, and delivered into the hands of their ene« 
mies. 
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IIA, after he had in the former chapter de- 
ſcribed the idolatry of the Jews, in this com- 

plains of the injuſtice and extortion committed among 
them, principally by their great men and rulers, and 


- threatens them with ſudden deſtruction, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. THE prophet complains in this chapter, that 

the Jews, and particularly their rulers, were 
covetous and unjuſt, and had no other deſign but to 
enrich themſelves, and made uſe of every means to 


this end. Moreover, he accuſes them of attempting 


to hinder the prophets of the Lord from ſpeaking to 
them, and for hearkning rather to falſe prophets. 
Laftly, He proteſts, that God would ſoon make 


them feel the effects of his juſtice, by driving them 
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out of the land wherein they dwelt. By this all men 
may ſee, that the ſins of perſons in authority, their 
injuſtice, violence, deſire of enriching themſelves, 
and contempt of God's warnings by his word and 
miniſters, is a mark of extreme corruption, and that 
God will one way or other take vengeance on thoſe 
fins, when men obſtinately perſiſt in them. 


AT. 
T H E prophet goes on in cenſuring the Jews for 


their ſins. I. He reproaches the magiſtrates 
for their avarice, injuſtice, and other miſdemeanors. II. 
He ſpeaks againſt the falſe prophets, who deceived 
the Jews, promiſing them peace, in hopes thereby of 
promoting their own intereſt, III. He declares, in 
the name of the Lord, that theſe ſins of the rulers of 
the people would cauſe God quickly to overthrow Je- 
ruſalem and the temple, and reduce them to a ruinous 
heap. 


REFLECTIONS, 


HE cenſures contained in this chapter, are ad- 

dreſſed to the princes, and magiſtrates, and pro- 
phets of 1/rael. They ſhew that the depravity of the 
Jews was general, and paſt remedy, in the time of 
the prophet Micab; but that the ſource of the corrup- 
tion was in thoſe who were at the head of the nation, 
The judges and magiſtrates openly practiſed injuſtice, 
judged for rewards, and took bribes. Beſides, the 
prophets and prieſts, who ſhould have oppoſed the 
corruption, were prevaricators and mercenary, who, 
by flattering the people, lulled them in their ſecurity. 
Theſe are the crimes for which the prophets very fre- 
quently reproach the Jewiſh princes, and for which 
Micah declares, that Sion and Jeruſalem ſhould be 


made an heap of ſtones. By this every one may ſee 
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to what a degree the crimes of perſons in a public cha- 


racter, as unrighteouſneſs in judgment, and infidelity 
in the miniſters of religion, provoke the Lord, and 
the great evils they bring upon the whole nation. 
This is what judges and magiſtrates, as well as paſtors, 
ſhould continually and ſeriouſly conſider. The mi- 
niſters of God, in particular, ought to imitate the ho- 


ly confidence of Micah, and be, like him, filled with | 


the ſpirit of God, to tell Jacob his treſpaſs, and Iſrael! 

his in; that is, to rebuke vice with great freedom in all 
\ Perſons, and to declare to men all that God has com- 
manded them to ſay in his name; taking heed above 
all things not to Jull ſinners, by giving them falſe 
hopes, or concealing the miſeries that threaten them, 


CHAP. IV. 


FT HE prophet foretels : I. That all nations ſhould 
7 be called to the knowledge of the true God. II. 
That though the Jews were to go into captivity at Ba- 
bylon, God would give them peace, and victory over 
their enemies. 


REFLECTIONS, 


HIS chapter contains two prophecies : the firſt 
foretels, chat all nations ſhould be enlightned with 

the knowledge of the true God, and ſhould come and 
worſhip and ſerve him. The ſtate of religion and the 
divine worſhip at Jeruſalem, after the return of the 
Jews from the Babyloniſh captivity, does not fully an- 
ſwer the majeſty of this prophecy. But we have ſeen 
the accompliſhment of it in the calling of the Gentiles, 
and their converſion to chriſtianity. This great and 
happy event ſhould convince us of the truth of the 
chriſtian religion, and the divinity of the prophecies 
which went before concerning it, and produce in us 
great 
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reat gratitude towards God, and fervent zeal for his 
ſervice. Micab's ſecond prediction ſhews, that the 
Jews ſhould be carried captives to Babylon, but that 
they ſhould return, and dwell in Fudea, and that all 
their enemies ſhould be confounded. This prophec 
was fulfilled as well as the former, which ſhould ſerve 
to confirm us ſtill more in the faith. We here like- 
wiſe have an evident proof of the goodneſs of God, 
and his love to his people; ſince while he threatens 
the Jews to ſend them to Babylon, and deliver them to 
ſtrange nations, he promiſes to bring them again to 
their own land, and to make them triumph over all 
their enemies, 


HA. V. 


H E predictions in this chapter deſcribe, I. 
L The wars that would be in Judea, the ſiege of 
Jeruſalem, the fall of the Jewiſh government, the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah, who was to be born at Bethlehem, 
and the eſtabliſhing of his kingdom. II. Micah fore- 
tels, that the J/raelites ſhould be delivered from the 
Aſſyrians and Babylonjaus, who were to be given into 
the hand of their enemies and utterly deſtroyed, 


REFLECTIONS. 


T HIS chapter contains ſeveral predictions, which 

have all been verified by the event. We here lee 
the miſeries which afflicted the Jews before the com- 
ing of our Lord : But above all, we here meet with 
an expreſs prophecy, foretelling that the Meſſiah 


ſhould come out of the town of Bethlehem. This pro- 


phecy perfectly agrees with Jeſus Chriſt, as St Mal- 
bew remarks in the ſecond chapter of his goſpel, and 
can be applied to no other. T he other predictions of 
the prophet have likewiſe been fulfilled. The Jews 
were delivered and prote&gd by kings raiſed up 
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by God to that end, and returned into Judea; the 
Arian and Babylonian empires came to an end, and 
Babylon was utterly deſtroyed. So that the divinity of 
the prophecies, and the truth of God's promiſes, can- 
not be called in queſtion; any more than the truth of 
religion in general, and our obligation to practiſe the 


duties it preſcribes. 


CHAP. VI. 


I. F\ HE Lord complains after a very earneſt and 
affecting manner, of the ingratitude of the 
Jews, who, notwithſtanding his favours at all times 
beſtowed upon them, rebelled againſt him, and for- 
ſook him. II. He tells them, that their ſacrifices and 
oblations were not able to turn away his wrath; and 
that the only way to become acceptable to him, was 
to do what was right. Laſtly, He reproaches them 
for the injuſtice, deceit and violence, which were 
committed among them. But he eſpecially accuſes 
chem of keeping the ſtatutes of Omri and Ahab ; that 
is, of following the idolatrous worſhip which thoſe 
kings had introduced in the kingdom of the ten tribes ; 
and he declares that the Lord, provoked by all theſe 
crimes, would overtake them with his judgments, 


REFLECTIONS. 


F R OM this chapter we learn, I. That God is per- 
fectly juſt, and at the ſame time full of goodnels 
towards men; that he only ſeeks to make them hap- 
Py; and that he loads them with his favours, to en- 
gage them to love and fear him. This Micah ex- 
preſſes in moſt affecting terms, when he ſays, that 
God pleads with his people, and afks them, O my 
people, what have I done unto thee, and wherein have 
F wearied thee? teſtify againſt me. Theſe words ſhew 
in the cleareſt manner, that men are guilty of foul 
ingratitude when they rebel againſt a good and gracious 
2 -' God; 
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God ; and that if they thereby bring down his wrath 
upon them, they are without excuſe, II. The 
next inſtruction is, That it is not with ſacrifices and 
burnt-offerings, or oblations, that God will be pleaſed ; 
but that he has fpewed us what is good; and what the 
Lord requires of us, even to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk bumbly with our God. By theſe words 
God teaches us, that the only worſhip he receives is 
that which is attended with uprightneſs and innocence 
of life, with charity and humility of heart. Theſe 
are the eſſential duties of religion; for the neglect of 
which the Jews, who were otherwiſe careful enough 
in the practice of the ceremonies and external duties 
of divine worſhip, periſhed in a miſerable manner. 
Laſtly, Since God declares he will not juſtify the un- 
juſt, thoſe who make uſe of falſe weights, and falſe 
meaſures, and rob their neighbour, either by violence, 
or by fraud and deceit ; we cannot at all doubt but 
theſe ſins are very odious in his fight, and will bring 
down the curſe of God upon ſuch as are guilty of 
them, 


CH AF... 
T HIS chapter contains two things: I. Micab 


laments the extream corruption of the Jews, 
and the vices that reigned among them, II. He pro- 
miſes them a happy reſtoration, and aſſures them, 
that, after God had delivered them, for ſome time, 
into the hand of their enemies, and had juſtly chaſ- 
tiſed them, he would give them peace again, and 
would do for them ſuch wonderful things as he had 
done in the times of their forefathers ; tor which the 


prophet bleſſes and praiſes the Lord, 


REFLECTIONS. 


H ERE we may obſerve three things for our edi- 


= fication ; which are, the complaints of the pro- 


phet, 
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phet, his comforting the Jews, and his thankfgivings 
to God. I. He complains of the ſtrange depravity 
of the Jews, ſaying that one could not find a 
man among them; that they ſought nothing but to 
do miſchiet to one another ; that ſincere people were 
ſo ſcarce among them, that they could not truſt their 
neareſt relations ; that magiſtrates and judges ran af- 
ter bribes, and were guilty of all kinds of iniquity, 
This picture of the ſtrange corruption of the Jews, 
ſhews the juſtice of thoſe puniſhments with which 
God viſited them; and we may obſerve from thence, 
that when the fear of God, uprightneſs and ſincerity 
are baniſhed out of a country, when deceit and fraud 
prevail, and judges take bribes and rewards, the judg- 
ments of God will ſoon unavoidably fall upon the land 
for ſuch abominations. II. We muſt take good heed 
to thoſe words wherewith Micah comforted the peo- 
ple of God, when they were quickly to fall into the 
hands of their enemies: Rejoice not againſt me, O 
mine enemy: when. ] fall, I ſhall ariſe; when I fit in 
darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. I will 
bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute judg- 
ment for me. Theſe admirable words teach us God's 
way of dealing with men, and in particular with his 
church, when they fin againſt him. He chaſtens them, 
but does not forſake them, nor ſuffer their enemies to 
prevail againſt them. III. This conduct of the Lord 
ſhould ſtir us up to acknowledge and praiſe his power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs; and to fay with the prophet, 
Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of bis 
heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, becauſe 
he delighteth in mercy ;, he will have compaſſion upon us, 
and will forgive our iniguilies. 
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ARGUMENT. 


The prophecy of Nahum, 7s a prediction of the deſtruc- 
tion of Nineveh, and the end of the empire of the 
Aſſyrians. It is thought Nahum lived about eighty 
yoars after Jonah, wwho bad alſo propheſied againſt 
the Ninevites 


CHAMPS 


A HUM gives a noble deſcription of the ma- 
N jeſty and power of God, to ſhew, that the 
AHrians could not reſiſt him, and that, not- 
withſtanding their ſtrength, they ſhould be deſtroyed, 
whilſt the Jews, whom they had uſed fo ill, ſhould 
be reſtored and preſerved. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


J. II muſt be obſerved upon this book of Nahum, 
that God raifed ſeveral prophets, not only to 
foretel the deſtruction of the Jews, but likewiſe that 
of other nations, and particularly of the Aſſyrians, 
whoſe empire was exceeding powerful, and who had 
greatly oppreſſed the people of God; their = 
ary 
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Pul, Tiglath-pileſer, Salmaneſer, and Sennacherih, 
having come, at ſeveral different times, into the land 
of Iſrael, and made great havock there. Theſe pre- 
dictions muſt have comforted the Jews, and convinc- 
ed them and the idolatrous nations themſelves, that 
it was the almighty God and Lord of the world, 
who permitted theſe nations to injure and oppreſs his 

ple, and who ſpake by the mouth of his prophets. 
I. lt is neceſſary to obſerve, in the next place, that 
Jonab, having been ſent to Vineveb about eighty years 
before, the Ninevites had then averted the wrath of 
God by their repentance ; but that afterwards return. 
ing to their iniquities, and oppreſſing the Jews, Na- 
hum was ſent to foretel the deſtruction of their city, 
and of the whole Aſſyrian monarchy. God pardons 
men upon their humiliation, and bears with them ; 
but when they return to their iniquities, he at laſt 
executes the decrees of his juſtice. III. We muſt 
know, that the predictions of Nabum, made at a time 
when the Aſſyrians were ſtill very powerful and for- 
midable, were intirely fulfilled at the end of about 
ninety years, when Nabo-polaſſar, father to the great 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, deſtroyed Nine- 
veb, and put an end to the Aſſyrian empire; which js 
a ſtrong proof of the divinity of this book. Laſtly, 
What Nabum ſays at the beginning of this book, 
with ſo much ſtrength and elegance, concerning the in- 
finite power and juſtice of God, teaches us, that ſince 
God is ſo great and powerful, thoſe who offend him 
cannot reſiſt him; and that nothing can hurt thoſe 
who fear him, and put their truſt in him, 


CHAP. II. 


E prophet foretels, that the city of Nineveb, 
and the AHrian monarc hy, of which Nineve h 


was the capital, ſhould be aſſaulted by powerful ene- 


mies, 
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mies, and that notwithſtanding i its ſtrength it ſhould 
be taken, plundered, and laid intirely deſolate. This 
deſolation is here _—_ in a figurative and pro- 
era manner. * 
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] N this chapter we mees with a deſcription of what 
befel the AHrians, and the city of  Nineveb, ſome 
time after this prophecy. This ancient, powerful, 
and opulent city, was taken by the Babylonians, its 
houſes and palaces were deſtroyed, its inhabitants 
became a prey to the conquerors, and the Afſyriau 
monarchy came to an end. So conſiderable an event 
ſhould convince us more and more, that the predic- 
tions of the prophets came from God; that there is a 
providence preſiding over all things with juſtice and 
wiſdom, and with a power which nothing can reſiſt; 
and that the ſame God, who thus puniſhes and abaſes 
kingdoms and nations, is the judge of all men, and 
will 0 to every one according to his works. 


CHAP: II. 


AHU M continues to foretel the deſtruction of 

Nine veb, which he calls the city of blood, on 
account of the cruelties practiſed in it. He ſays, that 
that powerful and magnificent city ſhould be plunder- 
ed and facked, becauſe it was full of pride and in- 
Juſtice, and defiled with its adulteries, that is, by the 
idolatry that prevailed in it; to this he adds, that 
as No, which was a populous city in Egypt, (and 
which is ſuppoſed to be the famous city of Thebes) 
was deſtroyed by Sennacherib, ſo ſhould Nineveb be 
deſtroyed ; and that neither the riches, nor the mighty 
men, nor all the people in it, however numerous, 
ſhould be able to ſecure it ; and that it ſhould never 
recover from its ruins, 
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I N the deſtruction of Nineveb, and of the Aſſyrian 
monarchy, which was one of the moſt ancient 
and moſt flouriſhing empires in the world, we muſt 
obſerve, the almighty power of God, who when he 
pleaſes overturns the greateſt ſtates. Beſides God's 
infinite power, we may here alſo conſider his juſtice; 
fince it was the pride of the Mrians, their luxury, in- 
Juſtice, idolatry, and the evil they had done the 1/rae- 
lites, that induced God to deſtroy them. Thus it will 
always be; God will ever humble the proud, and pu- 
niſh thoſe that live in wickedneſs and impiety; eſpeci- 
ally, when they obſtinately perſiſt in their fins. Laſtly, 
it muſt be conſidered, that God cauſed the deſtruction 
of Nineveb to be foretold long beforehand by Na- 
hum, for the conſolation of his people, who were to 
be afflicted and invaded by the kings of Mria. He 
did it likewiſe to prevent theſe idolatrous nations 
from glorying in their victories over the Jews; and 
that the whole world might ſee, that if the Jews 
were vanquiſhed, it was by the will and permiſſion 


of God, who meant to chaſtiſe his people by means 
of the Afyrians, | | 
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ARGUME N:T. 
Habakkuk prophefred a little before the taking of Je- 


ruſalem, and near ibe time of Jeremiah, He fore- 
told, that God, being provoked by the fins of bis peo- 
ple, was about to deliver them to the Chaldeans their 
enemies; and that afterwards, the Chaldeans alſo 
ſhould feel the effets of the divine vengeance. 


CHAP. L 


N the firſt chapter Habakkuk does three things, 

I, He complains, that the corruption of the Jews 

was come to its height. II. He ſays, that God 
would bring the Chaldeans upon them to deſtroy them. 
III. He prays God not to forſake his people, to avenge 
the injuries they received, and not to ſuffer their ene- 
mies to triumph over them, nor to aſcribe their victo- 
ries to their own ſtrength, and to their idols. 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter, 


"F: H E reflections to be made upon the three parts 


of this chapter, are theſe. I. The firſt relates 


to the ſtate of the Jews before their deſtruction. The 
complaints 


— — 
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complaints which which Habakkuk begins his prophe- 
cy, ſhew, that nothing but violence and injuſtice was 


to be found among them; the law was no longer of 


any force to reſtrain them, juſtice was trampled under 


foot, and all kinds of iniquity were committed by 


them. This was the true cauſe of the evils that came 
upon them; and thus does God uſually puniſh thoſe 
who give themſelves up to wickedneſs and impiety, 
II. In the deſcription the prophet gives of the coming 
of the Chaldeans, of their cruelty, and of the waſte 
they would make in Judea, we ought to conſider, 
not ſo much the power of the Chaldeans, as the juſ- 
tice of God, who made uſe of them to puniſh the 
Jews. III. Fabaikuk's prayer to God, imploring 
his aſſiſtance againſt the impiety and pride of the king 
of the Chaldeans, who boaſted of his victories, and 
attributed them to his falſe gods, teaches us, to have 
recourſe to God in all dangers and neceſſities; and to 
do this with extraordinary zeal and confidence, when 
God's glory is concerned. This prayer ſhould more- 
over convince us, that God is righteous ; that his 
eyes are too pure to behold iniquity; that he cannot 
ſuffer injuſtice and violence; and that he is engaged 
by his own glory to confound the proud, and all who 
haughtily exalt themſelves againſt him. _ 


4. 


CRAP. II. 


H E prophet having prayed, in the foregoing 
chapter, for the Jews, God anſwers him in this, 

and aſſures him, that although the deliverance of his 
people, and the puniſhment of the Babylonians, were 
delayed for a while, yet both of them ſhould in- 
fallibly come to paſs; that he would puniſh the Ba- 
bylontans for their cruelties and diſſoluteneſs, and above 
all, for their impiety and idolatry; and that he would 
make 
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make them know, that it was in vain they truſted in 
their falſe gods. 


REFLECTIONS. — 


FROM the reading of this chapter we may learn, 


I. To wait with patience, faith and firm confi- 
dence, the accompliſhment of God's promiſes, and 
not to be diſcouraged when he defers the execution of 
them. Tbis is the inſtruction which the prophet gives 
us, when he ſays, Though it tarry, wait for it, be- 
cauſe it will ſurgly come, it. will not tarry: And'the juſt 
ſhall liue by failb. II. The prophet teaches us, that 
the Babylonians would infallibly be deſtroyed for their 
pride, injuſtice, rapine and idolatry. ' Thus we learn, 
that the end of God's judgments is to puniſh men 
for the crimes they commit, and to ſhew that he is 
the ſupreme Lord and judge over all the earth. Fur- 
ther, theſe threatnings of Habakkuk were executed; 
the Babylonians felt the divine vengeance; as the A- 
rians had done before them; and by this means, thoſe 
two formidable powers, who had treated the Jews: 
with ſo great cruelty, became examples of the divine 
vengeance: in the fight of all men. Laſtly, What 
the prophet ſays of the puniſhment God would inflict 
upon the king of Babylon, for his. injuſtice and vio- 
lence, is applicable to all ſuch as propoſe to enrich 
and raiſe themſelves by finful methods. Wherefore, 
we ought to conſider theſe words of Habaktuk with 
great attegtion: Wi unto bim that coveteth an evil co- 
vetouſneſs to his bouſe, and what follows on this ſubject. 
This curſe does not leſs regard private perſons than 
kings; it threatens all thoſe that heap up riches by 
wicked ways; and daily experience ſhews, that ill 
gotten goods are not long enjoyed, and do commonly 


bring upon the unjuſt, and their families, all kind of 
miſeries. 
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482 HAB AK K U K. 


CHAP m. © 


HIS hymn of Habakkuk celebrates in lofty 
1 the majeſty of God, which had for. 
merly appeared, when he publiſhed the law on mount 
Sinai, and. in the wonders he wrought for the Jews, 
in ſubduing the kings and people of the land of Canaan, 
and of the countries round about, and ſettling the 
children of 1ſrael in that country. The deſign of this 
hymn was to comfort the Jews, and;give them full 
aſſurance, that God would not forſake them, but 
would again diſplay his power in delivering them from 
the oppreſſion of the Chaldeans. 


, 9 6 : 
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TH E, uſe we are to make of this hymn is, I. To 

learn from hence to remember the mercies of God, 
to meditate upon them continually, and chiefly to re- 
flect on the wonders he has wrought for us in redeem- 
ing us by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ſince thoſe are infi- 
nitely greater than what Zabakkuk celebrates in this 
chapter, II. The confideration of the effects of the 
power and love of God towards us, ſhould inflame 
qur hearts with love and gratitude; and above all, 
ſhould- fill us with firm confidence in him, even in the 
greateſt adverſities. God has in all ages given evident 
prooſs of his power and juſtice; and ſince his love 
ta his church, and to his children, is always the ſame, 
it is impoſſible he ſhould ever forſake thoſe who ate 
his, and who hope in him. * 
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ZEPHANIAH, 


ARGUMENT: 


Zephaniah Was ſent to the Few of Tudab, 2 the 
reign of Joliah, and ſome. time before their \deftruc- 
tion, 10 exhort them to renounce their idolatry.and other 
fins, and be converted; and to threaten them, that 1 if f 
they per ſevered in their impenitence, they ſhould cer 


| tainly be defrged ty the Chaldeans, 


| EH A P. I. 14S 
I. Z declares, that the d of 


1 * 


God was ſhortly to fall upon Feruſalem 
and its inhabitants, upon the royal family, 
and upon the whole kingdom of Judab, becauſe the 
Jews had provoked the Lord by their crimes, parti- 
cularly by the worſhip of falſe gods, and by their im- 
penitence. II. He deſcribes the horror of that deſola- 
tion, and fays, that neither their riches nor ſtrength 
ſhould deliver them. | 


REFLECTIONS after reading the chapter, 


I. (3 OD, in his great goodneſs to the Jews, raiſed up 
Zephaniah, under the reign of Joſab, at a time 


when every thing was in confuſion, and the Jews were 
H h 2 addicted 
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addicted to idolatry, impiety and the moſt ſhameful 
crimes. This prophet had orders from God to ex- 
hort them to repentance, and to denounce their total 
deſtruction; which NMuldab the propheteſs foretold at 
the ſame time. Thus God gives men notice and 
threatens them, before he puniſhes them, that they 
may by their repentance prevent his judgments. II. 
Fhig chapter repreſents the extream deſolation to which 
the Jews would be reduced; the ſtrict account God 
would call them to, and the ſevere and exemplary pu- 
niſhment they would be expoſed to for their fins; 
which was brought to paſs afterwards by the Egyptians 
and Aſſyrians invading Judea, and at length by the 
Chaldeans, who took and deſtroyed the city of Fery- 
alem. We may learn from hence, that nothing can 
refiſt the divine power and juſtice; and that it is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God 


| when) he puniſhes, Above all, the deſcription that the 


prophet gives of the day of the Jews deſtruction, 
fhould remind us of the great day of judgment, and 
of the terror of the wicked at that time: Laſtly, We 
ſhould reflect on the cauſe of theſe miſeries which befel 
the Jews. They had forfaken the Lord, and corrupted 
his worſhip; and while they remained in this ſtate of 
rehellion and impiety, they ſtill flattered thengſelves 
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moſt degree of obſtinacy, and more eſpecially engages 
God not to ſpare ſinners, is their not dreading his judg- 


ments, though they are ſo exceeding guilty, nor en- 
deavouring to avert them by repentance. 


CHAP. 


„ 5 
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1 I 8 . contains two things : I. An ex- 

hortation to the Jews to confeſs their ſins, and 
to be converted, before God executed upon them the 
decrees of his wrath. II. A prophecy, ſignifying, 
that God would fave a remnant of that people.; tha 
he would cauſe the Jews to dwell again in the land of 
Canaan; and that the neighbouring nations, the Phi- 
litines, Moabites, Ammonites and the Ethiopians, ſhould 
be rooted out, and the Aſſyriams too, who were at that 
time fo powerful, and Nineveh their capital city. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


W E are here taught, I. That when God appears 
provoked, the ſureſt way to prevent the effects 
of his * is ſpeedily to repent, and turn to him, 
before he puts his threatnings in execution. II. That 
the piety, zeal and uprightnels of thoſe that fear God, 
are ſometimes the means of turning away his anger; 
and that the Lord never fails to remember the righte- 
ous, when he puniſhes the wicked. This is the re- 
fletion to be made on theſe words of Zephamab ; 
Seek ye the I ord, all ye meek of the earth, which bade 
f wrought his judement, ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs : 
4 It may be, ye fhall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. 
III. The prophet foretels, that God would bring the 
Jews back from their captivity”; ; and that the narions 
which were their enemies ſhould be utterly laid waſte. 
Theſe predictions were not long before they were ful- 
£ filled. The king of Babylon ſubdued the ſeveral na- 
tions here mentioned; in particular, the deſtruction of 
the famous city Nimeveh, and of the Aſſyrian empire, 
was ſeen at that time. All theſe events ſhew, that 
x God is a righteous judge; that he reſtrains the malice, 


h 3 pride, 
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pride and power of nations and kings; that he takes 
in hand the cauſe of his church, and preſerves it a- 
midſt the revolutions that happen in the world, and 
in ſpite of the attempts of thoſe who deſire to de- 


. 4 


ſtroy it. 


CHAP. m. 


EP HANTAH denounces the utmoſt miſeries 
| againſt Feruſalem, becauſe the Jews had not 
hearkned to the voice of the Lord, He complains of 
the unjuſt acts committed by magiſtrates z of the lies 
of the falſe prophets; of the impiety of the prieſts, 
and of the obſtinacy of the people, who had made a 
right uſe neither of the patience of God nor his cor- 
rections, nor of the example of other nations, and par- 
ticularly of the Jews of the ten tribes, who were al- 
ready deſtroyed. © He threatens them with a ſpeedy 
deſolation upon that account; promiſing, however, 
that God would do them good, and give them fur- 
ther reaſon to rejoice, by bringing them again from 
ſtrange nations into their own land, and pouring out 
his bleſſings upon them. 


REFLECTIONS, 


. TH E prophet here complains, that the city of 
| Jeruſalem had refuſed to hear the voice of God, 
and to receive inſtruction; that the magiſtrates, 
prieſts and prophets, were, impious, unjuſt, and 


— 


rofane; and that the whole nation was extremely 
Ei. to which he adds, that though God was 
in the midſt of them, and daily did all that was ne- 
ceſſary to bring them back to him, they were ſtran- 
gers both to ſhame and repentance. Theſe complaints 
ought to be ſeriouſly conſidered, as they ſhew us, 
that God is always juſt and good; and therefore, 
that we may not aſcribe his judgments, and the _ 
| | that 


-- 


» ) his © e 


Cuan NE: | 487 


chat befal men, to any other cauſe than their wicked- 
neſs, and their reſiſting the voice of the Lord. Above 
all, we may learn from this chapter, that the greateſt 
misfortune that can happen to any people, and which 
moſt certainly expoſes them to the divine vengeance, 
is when their ſpiritual or temporal rulers neglect the 
duties of their calling, and trample under foot the laws 
of religion and juſtice. II. We muſt take notice, in 
the next place, that God had cauſed the Jews to ſee 
the deſtruction of ſeveral nations, and eſpecially of their 
brethren the Iſraelites, that they might learn by theſe 
examples to fear him ; but becauſe they had perſevered 
in their rebellion, the fire of his wrath was going to 
conſume them. Thoſe who ſee the examples of di- 
vine juſtice, and the miſeries which befal others, and 
do not improve by them, aggravate their guik and 
puniſhment, and have reaſon to expect the ſevereſt ef- 
fects of the divine vengeance. Laſtly, The promiſes 
which Zepbaniab adds to theſe threatnings, teach us, 
that as God afflicts men only to chaſtiſe and purify 


them, he removes the afflictions as ſoon as they return 


to him. Thus he reſtored peace to the Jews, and re- 
called them from Babylon, when the ſeventy years of 
their captivity were accompliſhed. 


The End of the Book of the Prophet Z RYHANIA * 
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ARGUMENT. 


The three laſt prophets, Haggai, Zechariah, and Ma- 
lachi, propheſied after the return of the Fews from 
Babylon. Haggai was ſent to exbort the Fews to re- 
build the temple of Jeruſalem, and to declare to them 


that the Meſſiah would ſoon come, and that the leon of 


bis kingdom would be very great. 
ane. 


N this chapter, the prophet reproaches the Jews 
1 for being more concerned in building their own 

houſes, than in rebuilding the — He tells 
them, that their negligence and want of zeal was 
the reaſon that God had puniſhed them by a dearth ; 
whereupon Zerubbabel, the governor of Jeruſalem, 
and Joſbua the chief prieſt, and all the people, {ct 
abour building the houſe of God, 


RzFLECTIONS after reading the chapter. 


H4 GGATs reproof of the Jews for neglecting 
to rebuild the temple, while they took fo 


much pains about their own houſes, leads us to con- 


fider, 


r 
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ſider, that it 1s a very great fault to be more concern- 
ed for our temporal intereſts, and for the conveni- 
encies of this life, than for the glory of God, and his 
ſervice, It muſt next be obſerved, that as God pu- 
niſhed the lukewarmneſs and negligence of the Jews, 
by not bleſſing their labours, and by ſending them 
dearth and barrenneſs; ſo they who want zeal for the 


ſervice of God, deprive themſelves of his bleſſing; 


whereas he bleſſes thoſe who ſeek firſt the kingdom 
of God and its righteouſneſs, and together with ſpiri- 
tual, grants them alſo temporal blefſings. Laſtly, 
The deference which 'Zerubbabel, the governor of Fe- 
ruſalem, and Joſbua the high prieſt, and all the people, 
paid to the remonſtrances of Haggai, teach us, to re- 


ceive with ſubmiſſion the divine exhortations; and 


that thoſe who are in authority, either in church or 
ſtate, ſhould employ themſelves with courage, and to 
the utmoſt of their power, in works of piety, and in 
promoting the true worſhip of God. | 


CHAP. II. 


I. H E prophet foretels, that. though the tem- 
, £4. ple of the Jews then building, was inconſi- 
derable in compariſon with that built 57 Solomon, yet 
that the glory of that fecond temple ſhould be greater 
than the glory of the former, and that the bleſſing of 
God ſhould ſpread itſelf from thence over all nations. 
II. Haggai declares, that the Jews and their ſacrifices 
had been reputed unclean before God, and he had 
bent barrenneſs among them, whilſt they neglected to 
rebuild his temple, but that for the future he would 
bleſs them. Laſtly, He foretels, that God would de- 
ſtroy many kingdoms, and recompence the zeal of Ze- 


rubbabel, governor of the Jews. 
RETIL EC- 
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T H E moſt important reflection to be made up- 
on this chapter, relates to the prophecy of Hag- 
gai, which foretels that the glory of the ſecond 
temple, which was built after the captivity, ſhould 
be much greater than that of the firſt temple, which 
Solomon had built, and which had been burnt by the 
Chaldeans. Here it muſt be obſerved, that the tem- 
ple of Solomon was much richer, and more magnifi- 
cent than that built in the time of Haggai; but that 
nevertheleſs, the glory of the ſecond would be much 
greater, becauſe the Meſſiah. was to enter into it. 
This prophecy, the truth and accompliſhment of 
which can be ſhewn no other way, plainly foretels, 


that the Meſſiah ſhould come whilſt the ſecond temple . 


was ſtanding z and as that temple no longer ſubſiſts, 
we muſt neceſſarily confeſs, that the Meſſiah is come, 
and that this Meſſiah is Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. This 


is one of the cleareſt and moſt expreſs prophecies in 
the old Teſtament. Another conſideration which, 


this chapter ſuggeſts to us, is, that the Jews were 
eſteemed unclean, and God puniſhed them by ſcar- 
city, whilſt they neglected to rebuild the temple. From 
whence we may learn, that we can have no ſhare in 
the divine bleſſings, when we are careleſs and, indit- 
ferent in what relates to his ſervice, _ Laſtly, It muſt 
be remarked, that, according to the predictions of 
Haggai, the Perſian and Grecian monarchies, which 
oppoſed the Jews, were deſtroyed, as that of the 
Babylonians had been; that the Jews were ſupported 
in their own land; that Zerubbabel, and his de- 
ſcendant, ſubſiſted in a glorious ſtate for a very long 


time; and that at length our Lord was born of his 
poſterity. Thus have the predictions of the prophets 


always been fulfilled, and the promiſes of God never 
failed of being put in execution. 
The End of ths Book of the Prophet HA a 5 1 
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Z EC HA RIA H. 


ARGUMENT. 


- Zechariah vas ſent at the ſame time, and upon the ſame 


occaſion as Haggai, which was to encourage the 
Fews to rebuild the temple. In this book there are a 
great many viſions and figures, deſcribing bat was 
10 happen to the Fews. There are likewiſe ſeveral 
prophecies relating to Jeſus Chriſt, and particularly 
to his royal entry into Jeruſalem ; 10 the thirty pieces 
of ſilver which Judas received to betray bim; to the 
deſtrufion of the Fews, and tbe calling of the Gentiles. 


CHAP. I. 


He exhorts the Jews to repentance, and not to 
imitate their fathers, who, for deſpiſing the re- 
monſtrances of the prophets, had been ſent into cap- 
tivity, II. He relates two viſions: one of a man rid- 
ing upon a red horſe; the meaning of which was, 
that God would have compaſſion upon Jeruſalem; 
that he would reſtore the Jews, and watch over m_ 
or 


1* this chapter Zechariah does two things: I. 


ſelves againſt them. 


„% 2e nA. 


for their good: the other is, the viſion of the four 
horns, and four carpenters; which ſignified, that God 
would defeat the deſigns and endeavours of the ene- 
mies of his people, and would bring down the power 
of the kingdoms and nations which had ſet them- 


. 


RETIECOCTIOVs after reading the cbapier. 
vw H A T we are here to conſider, is, I. That ex- 

hortation to repentance, which God addreſſed 
to the Jews: Return ye to me, and I will return t9 
you. Theſe words ſhew, that God is ready to par- 


don, and reſtore his peace and favour to thoſe who 


have provoked him by their ſins, as ſoon as they 
return ſincerely to him. II. God declares to the 
Jews, that their fathers refuſing to be converted, and 
to hearken to the. voice of the prophets, who ex- 
horted them to turn from their iniquities, was the 
reaſon why he had put in execution the threatnings 
denounced againſt them by thoſe prophets. This is 
a warning to us, not to abuſe the long- ſuffering of 
God, nor deſpiſe either his exhortations or threatnings. 
III. God ſent viſions and an angel to Zecbariab, to 
aſſure him, that he was moved with compaſſion at 
the ſad condition of Jeruſalem; and that he had re- 
ſolved to raiſe it from its ruins, and to deliver it 
from the oppreſſion jt laboured under, and to ſecure 
it from the plots and attempts of its enemies. Theſe 
words of the angel are very remarkable, and evidently 
diſcover to us that God fees and governs all events, 
eſpecially what concerns his church; that whatever 
ſtate it is in, he is its defender, and never leaves it in 
the hands of thoſe that ſeek to deſtroy it, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


U 0 D ſhews Zechariah in a vifion a man hold- 

ing à meafbring line in his hand; which the 
angel explains, by telling him, that Jeruſalem ſhould 
be Tebuilt, and inhabited again ; and that God would' 
be a wall to it. II. The prophet invites the Jews, 
which were till at Babylon, to return to Feruſalem ; 
denounces the judgments of God againſt their ene 
mies; exhorts the Jews to rejoice, and foretels that 
other nations ſhould join with them, and become like- 
wiſe the people of God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


W E ſee in this chapter, as well as in the whole 
prophecy of © Zechariah, very plain proofs of 

God's Yove and protection of the Jewiſh nation; as 
he himſelf expreſſes in theſe words: Iwill be a wall of 
fre round about Feruſalem. Sing and rejoice, O daughter 
of Sion: For lo F come, and will dwell in the midſt of 
thee, ſaith the Lord, The truth of theſe promiſes ap- 
pears" in the recalling the Jews that were captives at 
Babylon, and in the favours which God granted them 
after their return to Jeruſalem; but theſe promiſes are 
yet more applicable to the Chriſtian church; which is 
the true Sion, that ſhall continue for ever, and into 
which other nations were to be admitted, and become 
the people of God; he dwelling in the midſt of them, 
as their everlaſting protector. Theſe reflections are 
very proper to 611 with confidence all the true mem- 
bers of the church, and confirm them more and more 
in godlineſs. _ 
"CHAF. I 


ECH 4 RIAA ſees the high prieſt Jaſpua 
- ſtanding before the angel, with Satan, that is to 


fay, an adverlary ſtanding by him. This adverſary 
| repre- 
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repreſented the people that hated the Jews, and hin- 
dered them from rebuilding their city and temple. But 
the angel threatens this adverſary with the judgments 
of God; commands Jaſbua to put on his prieſtly gar- 
ments, and promiſes him, as well as the fora a par- 
ticular bleſſing and protection. This is expreſſed in 
this chapter by the viſion there ſet down, and by the 
ſtone which had ſeven eyes: Theſe eyes repreſent the 
knowledge of God and his providence, which ruleth 
over all. The deſign of all this was to ſhew, that 
God would preſerve anale and the temple, in ſpite 
of the oppoſition of their enemies. FR 


REFLECTIONS 


TH I'S chapter preſents us with theſe three obſer- 

vations : I, That as the enemies of the Jews for- 
merly with all their might oppoſed the building of 
the temple, and reſtoring the Arias ſervice; ſo thoſe 
who labour to promote the glory of God, almoſt al- 
ways meet with oppoſition, but ought by no means 
to be diſcouraged by it. II. The angel threatens the 
adverſary of the — that God would reſtrain his 
malice, and defeat his attempts; that the high prieſt 
Jaſbua ſhould execute his office in the temple; and 
that divine ſervice ſhould be there performed as be- 
fore. Theſe words of the angel clearly prove, that 
God was the protector of Jeruſalem, and of thoſe 
who had the divine worſhip at heart; and aſſure us, 
that he will always confound the enemies of true reli- 
gion, and of his church, and will be the defender and 
ſupport of all ſuch as ſerve him faithfully. III. We 
muſt here remember the remark which St Peter and 
St Jude make upon theſe words of the angel to the 
adverſary, who repreſented the enemies of the Jews; 
The Lord rebuke thee; upon which words theſe a- 
poſtles obſerve, that ſince the angels themſelves do 


not pronounce the ſentence of condemnation againſt 
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ſuch as are exalted in dignity, but refer them to the 


judgment of God; it is never lauful to revile and 


ſpeak evil of che higher powers, but that we ought 
always to ſpeak of them with meekneſs and reſpect. 


CHAP. IV. 


N this chapter Zechariah relates the viſion of the 
golden candleſtick and the two olive trees; which 
viſion implied; that Jeruſalem and the temple ſhould 
be reſtored by the divine aſſiſtance, and by the care of 
Joſbua the high prieſt, and of Zerubbabel the gover- 
nor; who are here called the two olive trees, and the 
two ſons of oil, that is, the two anointed of the Lord. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HE viſion in this. chapter teaches us, that as 

God formerly protected Zerubbabel and Foſbua, 
the two chief rulers of the Jews, at a time when they 
met with great oppoſition ; ſo he bleſſes and ſupports 
all his faithful ſervants ; and that, in particular, he 
will defend and bleſs thoſe, who, being in the ma- 
giſtracy, or in the holy miniſtry, employ themſelves 
— for his gloty, and for the edification of his 
_—_ | 


r 


HE fifth chapter contains two viſions: the 
| firſt is, the viſion of the flying roll, or book, 
wherein were contained the curſes of God's law, de- 
nounced againſt thieves and perjured perſons; which 
viſion repreſents the divine vengeance purſuing the 
hypocritical and ungodly Jews. The time in which 
Zechariah propheſied, gives room to ſuppoſe, that, 
theſe threatnings regard thoſe who made uſe of fraud 
and facrilege with reſpect to what had been dedicated 
to 
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to the rebuilding the temple, and reſtoring the divine 


ſervice. This appears from the reproaches of the 


prophet Malachi, who propheſied at that time. The 


ſecond viſion is that of the ephah, which was a mea- 


ſure uſed to meaſure corn with; and the ſenſe of the 


viſion ſeems to be, that the Jews, having filled up the 
meaſure of their miquities, were carried away cap- 
tives, and that by this means their ſin had been, as it 
were, carried away to Babylon. e eee 


of Rrrlrerilo vs. | 
18 H E firſt of Zecbariab's viſions here ſet down 
' engages us to conſider, that the curſe of God 
purſues the unjuſt, perjured perſons, and more par- 
ticularly, ungodly, ſacrilegious, and hypocritical men, 
who deſpiſe religiony and profane the ſervice of God. 


This curſe cleaves to their perſons, their goods, and 


even to their. poſterity ; God puniſhes them by this 
means, and making them ſerve as an example of his 
Juſt vengeance. In the ſecond viſion we may remark, 
chat as the Jews were carried captives to Babylon, for 
the puniſhment of their, ſins, ih ſuch manner, how- 
ever, that after they had remained a long time in that 
country, for their puniſhment, God brought them 


from thence; ſo. likewiſe God puniſhes and chaſtiſes 


men, when they have filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquities; but he does it with an intent to recover 
chem, that, they may become afterwards the objects 
of his love. .FY 


CHAP. VI. 


I. N angel ſhews Zechariah four chariots, which 


were going to the ſeveral parts of the world. 


This emblem ſeems to denote that there had hap- 
pened, and would happen, great changes in the em- 
pires of the world; and particularly, in the four 

| monar- 
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monarchies, which Daniel and the other prophets had 
ſpoken of; and that amidſt all theſe changes, provi- 
dence would preſerve the Jews, and execute judg- 
ments on their enemies. II. The angel orders the 
prophet to receive the gold and ſilver which ſome 
conſiderable perſons would give him, and make 
therewith crowns for Jeſbua the high prieſt, and to 
put them into the temple for a memorial that Foſhua 
ſhould exerciſe the prieſt's office, and that the temple 
and the divine ſervice ſhould continue. „ 
+ REFLECTIONS. 

HOUGH the viſions here related are attended 
=, with ſome obſcurity, yet this we ſee in general, 
that there had happened, and were ſtill to happen, 
oreat revolutions in the world ; and particularly, in 
the ſtates and kingdoms that had any relation to the 
people of God; but that the Lord would ſo over- 
rule all theſe events, that the kings and people ſhould 
do nothing but what God had determined, and that 
the Jews ſhould always experience his love and pro- 
tection. The ſecond part of this chapter ſhews more 
particularly, that God would reward in a glorious 
manner the zeal of 7e/bua the high prieſt, and would 
keep up his worſhip at Jeruſalem. From whence we 
may conclude, that if God formerly protected the 
Jews and their rulers in troubleſome times, and pun- 
iſhed the princes and Kingdoms which had made war 
againſt them, he' will never ſuffer all the powers of 
the world or hell to prevail againſt his church ; and 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the great high prieſt and king of 
his church, will always ſupport it, and deſtroy whar- 
ever oppoſes his kingdom. | 
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* ESE two chapters treat of the fame 2 
and ſhould therefore be read together. 

Jews having enquired of the e whether oe 
ſhould continue to keep the faſts, as they had done 
during, the ſeventy years = the captivity.? Zechariah, 
by way of reply, does theſe four things-; I. He aſks 
them, whether they had faſted truly, and for God's 
ſake : 3 He adds, that God had fulfilled the threat- 


wud n44 


FR that, 4 the 1 5 Faw: would ſer them- 


ſelves to do that which, was right; IV. The prophet 


four fafts, which had till then been ke 7 in memory 
of the ſiege of Jeruſalem, the taking of that city, the 
deſtruction of the temple, and the murder of Geda- 


liab, ſhould be changed into days of joy, and that 


even ſeveral nations ſhould join themſelves with wem 
to worſhip the true God. 


, 


Rave bor tows. 


J. T HE 8 E two chapters teach us, that faſting nd 

prayer cannot. pleaſe God, unleſs they be at- 
tended with reformation, and that r this diſpoſi- 
tion, he has no regard to the worſhip we pay = 


II. The example of the Jews, who were diſperſed a- 


mong the nations, for not walking wax <1 and 
for deſpiſing the threats and remonſtrances of the pro- 


phets, ſhews us, that God never threatens in vain, and 


that he puniſhes leverely the contempt of his word, 
and obſtinately perſiſting in ſin. III. In the promiſes 
© £4 : | made 
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made by Zecbariab to the Jews, and che change made 
in their faſting days, we ſee that God loves his church, 
and that after he has chaltened it, his power brings 
peace, and cauſes joy to ſycceed afflictions. IV. We 
ſhould carefully attend to what God by his prophet 
ſays to the Jews: Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do: 

Speak ye every man the truth to bis neighbour ; execute 
the Judgment of truth and peace in your gates; and let 
none of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neigh- 
bour, and love no falſe cath : for all theſe are things that 
I bate, ſaith the Lord. Theſe noble expreſſions teach 
us, that the ſureſt, and indeed the only way to render 
ourſelves. acceptable to God, is to live in innocence, 
Juſtice, charity, and holineſs. Laſtly, We- have in 
the laſt words of the eighth chapter a prophecy, that 
ſeveral nations would one day join with the Te ews in 
worſhipping the true God; which came to paſs firſt, 
when attet the captivity a great number of idolaters 
embraced the Jewiſh religion, and afterwards, when 


the heather were . to the e religion. 


Ae CHAP. IX. 


3 N E prophet foretels, that the Syrians, the 


Tyrians, the Sidonians, the Philiſtines, and 
the other enemies of his people, ſhould be deſtroyed. 
II. He comforts Feru/alem with the promiſe of the 
coming of her king ; he proclaims deliverance to the 
captive Jews, and every bleſſing. | 


 REeFleCTIONS. J 


+ 80 OD executed his threatnings againft the na- 


-tions mentioned in this chapter, by. means of 


TE Alexander the great, who ſubdued them, as well as 


by the. Jens, who conquered ſeveral cities in Syria, 
| I 1 i 00 Edom. 
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Edom, and the country of the Philiftines, as we learn 
from Joſephus, and the hiſtory of the Maccabees , 
and who gained great advantages over Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, king of Syria. II. Zechariah foretels like- 
wiſe, that among thoſe nations, God would bri 

many perſons to the knowledge of himſelf; which 


came to paſs, when ſeveral heathens in thoſe coun- 


tries embraced the Jewiſh religion. III. We have 
here an expreſs prophecy, foretelling, that God would 


ſend to Jeruſalem a king and mighty deliverer ; that 


this king ſhould appear in a mean and abject condi- 
tion; that he ſhould come riding upon an aſs ; but 
that nevertheleſs, he ſhould give ſignal proofs of his 
infinite power. This prophecy was accompliſhed, 
when Jeſus Chriſt made his royal entry into Fern/alem, 
ſix days before his death, riding upon an aſs, and fol- 
lowed by a great multitude of people; and when, 


after his death and reſurrection, he eſtabliſhed his 


kingdom throughout the world. This is one of the 
characters by which we diſcover that Jeſus Chriſt 


is the Meſſiah promiſed by the prophets ; and theſe 


words of Zechariah, Rejoice, O daughter of Zion; be- 
hold thy king cometh unto thee ; engage us to ſhare in 
that joy, which the coming of the redeemer was to 
occaſion to the church, and to ſubmit to him as our 
great and good king, who reigns over us only to 
make us happy. "EA 


CHAP. Xx. 


ECHARTAH, after he had promiſed the Jews, 
at the end of the former chapter, that God 
would ſend them plenty and bleſſings of every kind, 
exhorts them to apply to God, and not to idols, to 
obtain them, as they had done before, when they 
were ſeduced by their rulers and by falſe prophets, 
which had provoked God's wrath againſt them. He 
* renews 
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renews his promiſes that God, who was the ſupport 
of the Jews, would gather them again from the 
countries where ſeveral of them were ſtill diſperſed, 
and that he would compleatly humble the power and 
pride of the ¶ Hrians, Egyptians, and the other ene- 
mies of his people. r 
REFLECTIONS. 


x HIS chapter engages us to conſider, I. That 
ſince God is the author of all bleſſings, tempo- 
ral as well as ſpiritual, from him alone we ought 
to expect them; and that in order to obtain them, 
we muft devoutly aſk, and with fidelity ſerve him, 
II. That all the predictions of Zechariah and the 
other prophets, concerning the return of the Jews, 
and the deſtruction of the nations that made war a- 
gainſt them, were fulfilled; and therefore, we have 
no reaſon to doubt but thofe holy men were inſpired 
by God, and that the doctrine contained in their writ- 
ings ſhould be received as the word of God himſelf. 


CHAP: 


HIS chapter deſcribes in general thejudgments 

of God on the people of [/raz/. Theſe he re- 
preſents,” by ſaying, that he had in his hand two ſtaves, 
that is, ſhepherds crooks z that one of them was called 
beauty; which denoted the covenant that the Jews 
had made with God : and the other was called bands, 
which implied the union of the two people of Jrael 
and Judab. He ſays, that theſe two ſtaves were 
broken, to | ſignify,” that God would no longer feed 
or govern the Jews, but that he would ſcatter them 
over all the world. The prophet adds, that three 
ſhepherds, or three leaders, were cut off in one 
month; the meaning of which may be, that the ꝓrin- 
cipal orders of the Jewiſh leaders ſhould be aboliſhed 
"HEY in 
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in a ſhort time. We have here alſo the prophecy of 
our Saviour s being betrayed for thirty pieces of lver, 


REFLECTIONS. 


0 N this chapter let us make theſe two reflections : 
I. That as the covenant God had made with 
the Jews, did not hinder him from caſting them off 
and forſaking them, becauſe they had broken it; fo 
our covenant, with God will not ſkreen us from his 
wrath, if we break it and prove unfaithful. II. 
The other reflection relates to theſe words: T hey 
weighed, for my price thirly pieces of filver; and the 
rd ſaid unto me, Caſt. it unto the potter. The 
Evangeliſts obſerve, that this prophecy was fulfilled, 
when Judas received of the Jews thirty pieces of Glver 
to betray our Lord, and when that money which Judas 
caſt into the temple, was applied by the prieſts in 
the purchaſe of the potter's field. This prediction 
ſhews, that all which befel Jeſus Chriſt was fo di- 
rected by providence, and had been long before ſig- 
nified by the prophets, that by theſe ſeveral characters 
he might be known to be the Meſſiah. 


C HAP. XII. 


HIS chapter contains promiſes in behalf of 
Feruſalem ;, the prophet likewiſe foretels, that 
the Jews ſhould be aſſaulted, but that God would 


confound their enemies. 


REFLECTIONS. 


J. TH E truth of the promiſes here made to the 
Jews, appeared in the divine protection of 

that people after their return from the captivity 
and chiefly, in the glorious deliverance which God 
vouchſafed them by the Maccabees. II. We muſt re- 
member that theſe words, They fhall look upon me 
Whom 
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coboin they dave pierced, and — 7 2 mourn for him; 
relate to oH (Lord Jeſus Ch St John quotes 
them, to repreſent 9 greatneſs of the crime the Jews 
had committed in crucifying him; the ſeverity of 
the punifhments they drew upon themſelves by that 
means, and the terror that ſhall fall upon the wick- 
ed, 40 our Lord ſhall come at the laſt day to judge 
the wor 


CHAP. Te] 


1.4 | H E prophet foretels that there mould bea 
ſpring and fountain open for the Jews, 


> 
idolatry ſhould be baniſhed from. the midſt of them, 
and that falſe prophets ſhould no more be ſuffered a- 
mongſt them, but ſhould be rejected even by their 
neareſt relations. II. He foretels, that God would 


ſſmite the ſhepherd, and that the ſheep of the flock 


ſhould be ſcattered ; that two parts of the peop ple 
ſhould be cut off, but that a third ſhould be preſerv- 
ed and dedicated to the ſervice of God. 


REFLECTIONS. | 83 


W H A T we read in this chapter, relates to the 
ſtate the Jews were to be in after their return 
fronyrhe — Zecbariab ſays, that God would 
pour upon them his grace; that he would cleanſe 
them from their ſins; that they would not any more 
fall into idolatry, nor hearken to falſe prophets per- 
ſuading them to worſhip idols; that, however, that 
People and their rulers ſhould be ſmitten, and ex- 
tpofed to great calamities; but that there ſnould be in 
thoſe — number of Jews, who being pu- 
riſied by affliction, would ſerve God faithfully and 
zealouſſy. All theſe things befel the Jews, between 
their return from Babylon and the coming of Jeſus 
Ohtitt and particularly, at the time of the perſecu- 
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tion of Antiochus. In a more perfect ſenſe, this pra. 
phecy ſets before us the graces which God has con- 
ferred on his church under the goſpel, waſhing a- 
way the ſins of men by the blood of his Son, and re- 
covering them from idolatry and. corruption, that 


they might become the people of God, and ſerve him 


with purity. 
CHAP. XIV. 


ECHARTAH foretels, that Jeruſalem ſhould 
77 be attacked by powerful enemies; but that 
od would ſave a remnant of his people, and exalt 
them to great glory; that the grace of God ſhould 
from Feruſalem ſpread over other nations; that ſtrange 
nations ſhould worſhip God, and ſubmit. to his go- 
vernment ; and that the enemies of the church, and 
thoſe who refuſed to give glory to God, ſhould be 
overwhelmed with his judgments. 


« » 


ReFLECTIONS. 


'E are to feek for the accompliſhment of the 

' promiſes God here makes in favour of Jeru- 
ſalem and his people, firſt, in the ſtate of the Jews 
after their return from Babylon, in their wars with 
their enemies, and in the ſignal deliverances God 
granted them upon ſeveral occaſions, eſpecially when 
they were perſecuted by Antiochus. Theſe advantages 
raiſed that nation to very great glory, and engaged 
thoſe Jews, who were diſperſed in Egypt and other 
countries, to come to Feru/alem to worſhip the God 
of their fathers, and attend at the ſolemn faſts. But 
it is to be conſidered, that the Jews did not long 
continue in that happy condition, not long enough 
to anſwer to the glorious promiſes God had made 
them; that Jeruſalem was afterwards intirely de- 
|  Rroyed; 
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ſtroyed; and that while it did ſubſiſt, it could not be 
ſaid that God reigned, as Zecbariab here foretels. 
Wherefore this prophecy ought to be underſtood in a 
ſpiritud] and more perfect ſenſe, as it relates to the 
chriſtian church, of which Jeſus Chriſt is the king 
and protector; and in which all nations are gathered 
together to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. 
. | 
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ARGUMENT. 


Malacki, the laſt of” the prophets; does things in 
his prophecy. I. He exhorts the Jews 10 reform the 
diſorders that were committed. among them, eſpecially 
in the divine ſervice, and to be converted. II. He 
foretels the eſtabliſhment of the goſpel worſhip, the 
coming of John the baptiſt ; and of Feſus Chriſt, and 
the laſt ruin of the Jews, 


. I. 
I, 1 N this chapter God reproaches the Jews, that 


12 
> 


though he had. loved and choſen them for his 

people, before the — * of Eſau, yet they 
had been ungrateful for Jys favours. II. He reproves 
the prieſts and the pe e for offering to him un- 
clean things, and bpatfts that had blemiſhes, which 
was againſt the law; and he foretels, that the time 
drew near when men ſhould offer every where to God 
a pe ſervice, and ſacrifices that ſhould be acceptable 
to him. 


REFLECTION 8 after reading the chapter. 


I. 8 O D, to convince the Jews that he had loved 
them in a very particular manner, tells 
them 
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them at the beginning of this prophecy, that he had 
loved. Jacob, and hated Eſau; the meaning of which 
is, that he had choſen Jacob preferably to Z/as his 
brother, to be admitted into covenant with him; and 
that he had not reſtored the Edomites, the deſcendants 
of Eſau, after their deſtruction, as he had reſtored 
the Jews, the poſterity of Jacob, by bringing them 
again to Jeruſalem. St Paul quotes this paſſage of 
Malachi, in the ninth chapter of the epiſtle to the 
Romans, to ſhew, that God may chooſe whbm he 
pleaſes, and grant them extraordinary favourg, which 


be vouchſafes not to others; and that. if we are ſo 


happy as to be the people of God, we owe it wholly 
to his goodneſs, and to the free and gracious choice 
he has been pleaſed to make of us. II. We here ſee 
that the Jews, notwithſtanding the love which God 
had expreſſed towards them, did not honour him as 
they ought. This God complains of, when he ſays, 
A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter ; 
if then I be @ father, where is mine honour ? and if 1 
be a naſter, where is my fear? Theſe words teach us, 
that they, who return the divine love only with dif- 
obedience, are guilty of foul ingratitude; and that it 
is in vain to call God our Father and our Lord, if we do 
not render him the fear and honour which are due to 
him. III. Thoſe who are called to the holy miniſtry, 
ought to diſcharge it in ſuch a manner, that God may 
not have occaſion to reproach them, as he did the Jewiſh 
prieſts, with diſhonouring his name, and rendring 
his ſervice contemptible. IV. The prophet com- 
plains, that the Jews, out of a principle of covetouſ- 
neſs, brought into the temple unſuitable offerings, 
and preſented only things of the ſmalleſt value 
which God looked upon as ſacrilege and impiety. 
This ſhould make us ſhun covetouſneſs, and 


excite us to act ſincerely, and after the moſt = 
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fect manner, in all things that concern the glory of 
God and his ſervice. Laſtly, Malacbi foretels, that 

the name of God ſhould be great among all nations, 
and that in all places incenſe and pure oblations ſhould 
be offered to his name. This prophecy ſignified, that 
the name of God would be made known throughout 
the world, by the preaching of the goſpel; and is to 
be underſtood of the — * that would be paid a- 
mong all nations, after the manifeſtation of the Meſ- 
ſiah. This engages us to diſcharge theſe juſt duties, by 
offering always to God fuch ſpiritual ſacrifices ” he 
will accept wry your Chriſt our Lord, 


CHAP. Il 


HIS chapter conſiſts of two parts: I. God 

reproves the negligence and impiety of the 
prieſts, who, inſtead of having at heart the glory of 
God, and faithfully inſtructing the Jews, as their 
function obliged them, diſhonoured their miniſtry, 
rendered the divine ſervice contemptible, and cauſed 
the people to ſin; for which he threatens them with 
his curſes. II. God complains, that the, Jews had 
married idolatrous women, contrary to the jaw; and 
that they violated the ſacred. laws of marriage, by di- 
vorces and by unlawful marriages. 


REFLECTIONS, 


T HE firſt part of this chapter directly relates to 

the miniſters of religion, teaching them that they 
are appointed to procure the glory of God, to be the 
guides of the people, and to inſtruct them faithfully, 


both by their doctrine and example; that when they 


are wanting in their duty, religion is deſpiſed, di- 
vine ſervice is profaned, the people corrupted, and 
they themſelves fall into contempt, and become the 

objects 


b 
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objects of the curſe of God. The paſtors and gover- 


nors of the church, ougbt to have theſe reflections 


continually before their eyes. The ſecond part of 
this chapter contains very important directions about 
marriage. Here we ſee that God is offended when 
the ſacred laws of marriage are broken, either by 
divorces, or by polygamy, or in any other manner 
whatever, as well as when we marry perſons guilty of 
idolatry. Malacbi ſhews, that all theſe diſorders are 
contrary to the firſt inſtitution of marriage, ſince God 
created but one man and one woman at the beginning; 


and this point Jeſus Chriſt ſettles ſtill more plainly in 


the goſpel, where he proves, by the firſt inſtitution 
made by God after the creation; that marriage is a 
holy ſtate, and an indiſſoluble bond, which equally 
binds the wife and the huſband. Therefore this ſtate 


ought to be reſpected, and preferved- in its purity 
among Chriſtians, = * 
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H E RE are three things to be obſerved : I. The 


prophet foretels, that God would ſoon ſend 


Jobn the baptiſt, and that then the Meſſiah ſhould 


come to purify his church,” by eſtabliſhing the true 
ſervice of God, and by puniſhing the wicked. II. He 
ſeverely rebukes the impiety of the Jews, and the ſa- 


crilege they committed in their tithes and offerings. 


III. He refutes the blaſphemies of thoſe profane per- 
ſons, who gave out that men ſerve God in vain; 
and he ſays, that God never fails to reward thoſe that 
fear him, and to diſtinguiſh them from the ungodly. 


1 REFLECTIONS. 


J. HIS prophecy expreſsly ſhews, that God 
was ſhortly to ſend a prophet, who is here 

called the Angel, or Meſſenger of the Lord; after 
which 
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which the Lord, whom the Jews expected, ſhould 
enter into his temple. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt explains 
this prophecy in the eleventh chapter of St Muti bem; 
and deęlares, that Jobn baptiſt is that meſſenger who 
was to come. It is evident, this prediction has been 
accompliſhed, ſince it foretold, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould, come while the temple at Feruſalem was ſtand- 
ing; for that temple being deſtroyed, there is no 
ambiguity in this prophecy, and we cannot doubt but 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah promiſed to the Jews. II. 
This prop hecy ſhews, that the deſign of the coming 
of Jeſus Chriſt was to ſanctify his church, and to 
make believers ſo many prieſts and Levites, that is, 
perſons dedicated to the ſervice of God. This is a 
powerful motive to chriſtians to behave agreeably to 
their holy calling, by devoting themſelves to God, 
and by the purity of their lives. III. Malachi's re- 
proach of the Jews for their ſins, and particularly 
for their ſacrilege, and their contempt of the divine 
ſervice, is an argument to prove that God would 
have men reſpect every thing that belongs to — — 
and in particular that it is a great fin to apply t a 
other purpoſe things that are devoted to holy d 5 
IV. Let us learn likewiſe from hence, to deteſt 
fane ſpeeches and ſentiments; and above all, to b. 
hor the impiety of thoſe, who affirm, chat it is in 
vain to fear God and to keep his commandments. 
The Lord here very expreſsly declares, that he knows 
thoſe that fear him and reverence his name; that he 
will remember them and their pious behaviour, and 
will always make a juſt difference between that tigh- 
teous and the wicked. 0 Frud 140 
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AL ACHI foretels the coming of the day 
of God's vengeance, and the deſtruction of the 
ungodly, under the emblem of fire, which conſumes 
all things; and ſays, it would be preceeded by the 
coming of the Meſſiah, whom he calls the fun of 
righteouſneſs, and by the coming of Jobn baptiſt, to 
whom he gives the name of Elijah, and whoſe office 
and miniſtry he deſcribes. 


REFLECTIONS. 


"I HIS laſt chapter of Malachi takes notice of 
three conſiderable events. The firſt is the ven- 
geance which God purpoſed to exerciſe againſt the 
ungodly. This prophecy expreſſes what befel the 
unbelieving Jews ſoon after the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when they were deſtroyed with their city and 
temple. The ſecond is, the manifeſtation of the Meſ- 
ſiah, who is here called the ſun of righteouſneſs, with 
healing on his wings: 'The third is the coming of 
Jobn baptiſt, to whom Malachi gives the name of 
Elijah the prophet, becauſe he was to reſemble Eli- 


jab in his manner of living, in his zeal, and in the 


nature of his office. We find in the goſpel, that this 
is the true ſenſe of this prophecy, our Lord having 
expreſsly told us that John baptiſt was the Elyab that 
was to come. Theſe ſeveral predictions are ſo many 
proofs which confirm the divine authority of the holy 
icriptures, the truth of the chriſtian religion, the 


certainty of the promiſes and threatnings of the goſ- 
pel, and the neceſſity of practiſing all that is therein 


commanded. This is alſo the deſign of all the pro- 


phecies, and of all the books of the Old Teſtament, 


and the uſe to which they ought to be applied. 
The End of the Canonical Books of the Old Teſtamenl. 


** 
- **. 


2. 


yt 


* 
* 
- 

* * 

. a 
1 . 
0 2 2 — 
12 
— 1 
180 . 
> + * +4 * 
* - 
* 
2 I 
o — 
o Fl 
L 
- 
S ® = 
* 
* £% 
, — 
2 
„ * . 
0 * 
8 . 
8 * 
2 
— — 
© — * 

Cn ay 
ws _ 
1 1 -% 
T3... 

80 —— 

* 

a. nd 
Ts. 
4 
— — 

7 14 
-anD 4 
* 3 
. 
— 
Ae 
® 
. 
4 - 

hb. 

%- A 
5 

— * 

4 . 
* 


4 7 
* 
8 © 2 
= 
- 
I 
- 9 
* 
+?P , 
* 
« 
* 
% 
. 
* 
1 * 
o * 


—— 


* 


